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•* TO ALL COUBTIOUS UAOIU 

'• RICHABD JOHNSON 
** Wisheth Bncrease of Vertuous Knowledge. 

*' Obntlb readers, in kindnett ftceept of my labonn» 
and be not like the chattering cranes: nor Momus' 
mates, that carp at every thing. What the simple 
say, I care not : what the spightful speak, I pass not : 
only the censure of the conceited I stand unto ; that 
is the mark I aym at; whose good likings if I oh* 
tain, I hare won my race; if not, I faint in the 
first attempt, and so lose the quiet of my happy 
goal. 

** Yours in kindness to command, 

"B. J." 
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"THE AUTHOR'S MUSE UPON THE 
HISTORY. 

i' i . 

*'The fiunoof fkcU, O Mars, deri?*d from thee 
By weary pen« tnd painful Author'a toy 1, 

Borol'd we find tueh feata of chivalry. 
As haih been aeldoni leen in any soyl. 

"Thy ensigns hffrtw find In field displidd. 

The trophies of thy rktories erected ; 
Such deeds of armes, as none conld have assaid, 
• B«t kni||itB whose eoorage fbar hath ne'er dejected. 

,** 8ii4i ladies saved, sneli monsters made to fall, 
8aiih gyaals sIsSn* siieh hellish iiuries qoeld : 

That hwmso forces, few or none at all. 
In such exj^ts their Urea eould safely shield. 

** Bat Tertne stirring up their noble minds. 
By valiant eonqnest to enlaige fheir fitmes. 

Hath eans^ them such adTtntores forth to find, 
WhiQh registreth their never-dying names t 

Then Fortune, Time, and Fame agree in this. 
That honours gain the greatest glory is." 
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** TO THB miOBT BOKOVHABLB 

" TIIB LORD WILUAM HOWARD. 

••RICHARD JOHNSON 
•* WUheCh Enereue of aH Proiperlty. 

•• As it bath, right honourable, of late pleased your 
most noble brother in kindness to aecept of thi«. 
History, and to grace it with a farpurable coui^t9«> 
nance; so I am now emboldened to dedicate the 
Secuiid Part uiito your honour ; which 1 htnp huxnblj 
offer to your lurship's hands, not because X think it. 
a gift worthy the receiver, but rather that it should 
be. as it were, p witness of the love and duty which I 
bear to your right noble house. * 

•• And when it shall please you to bestow the read- 
ing of these discourees, my humble request is, that 
you would think I wish your honour as many happy 
days as there be letters contained iu this history. 

*' Thus praying for your honour's chief happiness, 
•* I remain 
•'.Your honour's in all dutiful lore, 
*' to his poor power. 
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"TO THE GENTLE HEADER. 

** I hare finithed the Second Part of the Seren 
Champions of Christendom, for thy delight; heing 
thereto encouraged by the great acceptance of my 
First Part. I will not boast of eloquence nor in?en- 
tion, thereby to invite thy willingness to read: only 
thy courtesy must be my buckler against the carping 
malice of mocking jesters, that being worse able to 
do well, scoff commonly at that they cannot mend, 
censuring all things, doing nothing; but, monkey 
like, make apish jests at any thing they see in print : 
and nothing pleaseth them, except it sarour of a 
■coiBng or InTective spirit. Well, what these say of 
me, I do not care: thy delight only is my desire. 
Accept it, and I am satisfied ; reject it, and this shall 
be my penance, never again to come in print. But 
having better hope, I boldly lead thee to the mayn, 
for this doubtful flood of suspicion, where I rest. 
Walk on in the history, as in an over-grown and ill- 
husbanded garden : if among all the weeds thou findest 
one pleasing flower, I have my wish. 

" RICHARD JOHNSON." 
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PART I. 



CHAPTER I. 

After the angry gods had ruined the capital city of 
Phrygia, and turned king Priam's glorious buildings to 
a waste and desolate wild erne ss, duke ^neaa, driven 
from his native habitation, with many of his distressed 
countrymen, wandered about the world, like pilgrims, 
to find some happy region, where they might erect the 
Palladium, or image of their subverted Troy ; but before 
that labour could be accomplished,iEneas .ended his days 
in the confines of Italy, and left his son Ascanius to go- 
vern in his stead. Ascanius dying, left the sovereign 
power to Sylvius j from whom it descended to the noWe 
and adventurous Brute, who being the fourth in lineal 
descent from iEneas, first conquered this island of Britain 
then inhabited with monster?, giants, and a kind of wild 
people, without any form of government. He had no 
sooner subdued these, but he established good and whole- 
gome laws, and then first laid the foundation of New 
Troy, which he named Troynovant, but in process of 
time, it came to be called London. 

Thus began the island of Britain to flourish, not only 
in magnificent and sumptuous buildings, but in courage- 
ous and valiant knights, whose most noble and adven- 
turous attempts in the truly heroic feats of chivalry. 
Fame shall draw forth, and rescue from the dark and 
gloomy mansions of oblivion. 

The land was now replenbhed with cities^and drndodi 
into shires or counties : dukedoms, earldoms, aadloi^- 
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ships, were the rewards of merit, and noble serricas 
performed ia m<irtial fields, and not bestowed as bribes 
to enslave the state, or givea to indulge the slothful prid« 
and effeminacy of the panders to the princes* lust. 

The ancient city of Coventry gave birth to the first 
Christian hero of England, and the first who ever sought 
adventures in a foreign land; whose name is to this day 
held in high esteem through all parts of Europe, and 
whose bold and magnanimous deeds in arms gave him 
the title of "The valiant knight, St. George of England," 
whose golden garter is not only worn by nobles, but by 
kings, and in memory of whose victories the kings of 
England fight under his banner. It is the history of 
this worthy champion of our native country, that, by 
the assistance of the heavenly muse, divine Calliope, j 
have undertaken to write. 

Ere nature yet, and the due course of time, had called 
him from the safe recesses of his mother's womb, she 
dreamed that she had conceived a dragon, which should 
cause her death. This frightful dream she long kept 
secret, till the painful burtnen grew so heavy, that her 
womb was scarce able to endure it; so taking an op- 
portunity to disclose it to her lord and husband, then 
lord high steward of England, she spoke to him in this 
manner: 

" My honourable lord, 
" You know 1 am by birth the daughter of a king, of 
England's king, and that I have been, for one and 
twenty years, your true and loyal wife, and yet, till 
now, had never any hope of having child, whereby 
your name might survive when you shall be no more ; 
therefore I conjure you, by the pleasure of your youth, 
and by the dear and natural love you bear the infant in 
my womb, that you will seek, by some artful means, to 
unfold the mysterious indications of myfrightf ul dreams 
which for thirty nights together have disturbed my soft 
slumbers, when methought I had conceived a dreadful 
dragon that would cause its parent's death. Thus 
Hecuba, the beauteous queen of Troy when Paris was 
in her womb, dreamed that she had conceive . a fire- 
brand; which indeed proved true; for this Paris having 
ravished the paragon of Greece, and broug;ht Helen into 
Troff the GrecianBf in revenge thexeoi,t\icii«dL\^^\Ar««t« 
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of niam into flames of fire. Therefore, most dear an^ 
beloved lord, let us consult how to prevent the lik« 
danger, and my being mother of a viperous son." 

Tuese words struck such terror to his heart, that for 
ft time he stood speechless; but having recovered his 
lost senses, he answered in this sort : 

**My dearest and most beloved lady, 
"What art and science can perform, with all convenient 
speed shall be essayed; for never will I close my eyes 
till I have found some skilful person, who will undertake 
to unfold the mystic meaning of these terrific dreams." 
This noble lord, leaving the delightful partner of his 
bed in company with other ladies, who came to comfort 
her in her melancholy condition, took his journey 
to the solitary walks of Kalyb, the wise lady of the 
woods, attended only by a sinarle knight, who bore un- 
der his arm a white lamb, which they intended to offer 
as a sacrifice to the enchantress. Thus travelling, for 
the space of two days, they came to a thicket beset 
about with old withered and* hollow trees, wherein they 
were entertained with such dismal croakings of the night 
raven, hissing of serpents, bellowing of bulls, and roar- 
ing of monsters, that it seemed to be rather the habi- 
tation of furies than a mortal dwelling; here was the 
dark and dreary mansion of the enchanting Kalyb, lady 
of the woods, in the midst of which she took up her 
abode, in a lonely cave, which had a strong iron gate at 
Its entrance, whereon there hung a brazen trump for 
those to sound who wanted audience of the sorceress. 

The lord and knight, first offering their lamb with all 
Immility before the postern of the cave, then casting off 
all fear, blew the trump, the sound of which, with one 
blast, seemed to shake the very foundation of the earth. 
After which, they heard a loud and hollow voice uttei 
the following words: 

•* sir Knight, flrom whence th-w eam"8t retumi 
Thon hast a son most stranReJy hnrn ; 
A dragon, that shaU split In twain 
Thy lady's womb with racking pain. 

Chami^on bold from thence shall spring, 
Wbu'll practise many a wondrous iblag. 
Betam, therefore, make no delay, 
rbralliM true cbat here I say." 
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Thi« durk riddle, or rather mystic oracle, beln^ tliriee 
repeated in this order, so much amazed them, that they 
iifood in doubt whether it were best to return, or sonnd 
the hrnzen trump a sct'ond time; but the lord hi^ 
steward, beinf: persuaded by the knijrht not to move 
the impatinnco of Kalyb, rested content with rhe answer 
she had cr'ven them, and, quitting the enchanted cave, 
made all the speed he could to his native habitation : in 
the meantime, his lady beinc: overcharp:ed with the ex- 
treme pain and anprnish of her labouring^ womb, was 
forced either to prive up her own life, or destroy that of 
the infant ; but she, repardiuff more the beneiSt of her 
country than her own Safety, and for the preservation 
of her* own offspring most willinsrly committed her ten- 
der womb to be opened, that the infant might be taJcen 
out alive. 

Thus after a learned consultation of many of the mojit 
eminent surcreons, to try if tbere were any possibilty of 
saving: her, which beincj found impracticable, this noble 
and mapnianimous lady was cast into a deep sleep, at 
which time, her womb beincr laid open by the proper in- 
struments of incision, the infant was taken alive from 
the bed of its creation. Nature, on his breast, had 
pictured the lively imapje of a drap^on ; upon bis ripfht 
hand a blood-red cross, and a pold garter on his left lep. 
He was named George : and three nurses were provided 
for him; one to p^^e him suck, another to lu^l and rock 
him asleep, and the third to prepare his food. Not 
many days after his nativity, the fell crchantreps Kalyb, 
beinji: an utter enemy to all t' ue nobility, by the help of 
charms and witchcraft, found means to steal away the 
infant from his careless nurses. 

The lord hipfh steward of Encrland at this time retnm- 
inp, how were his expectation^ fnistratcd ! when, in- 
stead of the safe delivery of his lady, and the comfort 
of a son, he found the one in her cold prave, and the 
other carried he knew not whither. The news of these 
disasters for a while bereaved him of his wits, and he 
stood senseless, like weeping Niobe ; but at last, he 
broke forth into these bitter exclamations : 

" heavens ! why cover ye ivot tY\ft cattlv "w\th. ever- 
lastinff niffh t? W hy do the s c cv ea accwta^A V»^o\^ ^i\i^ 
8UD? O that ihe waves ol CEdipuB -woxjXd. wv^xk^ ^i«s 
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or yon high mountains crush me with their fall ! Or 
heavens ! let me rove a wretched exile and forlorn, in 
solitary woods to make my moan ; the senseless trees, 
the savage and untamed beasts, would grieve at miseries 
like mine. W h U monster has bereaved me of my child? 
What tyrant is glutted with his blood? O that the winds 
would bring me tidings of him, though from the most 
distant quarters of the world, thither would I fly to see 
him ; or w:re he hid benea.h the ocean's deepest floods, 
thither would I dive to bring him to forth ; or if, like fea- 
thered fowls, he winged the liquid air, thither would I 
mount to catch him in my arms, and embrace him that 
never yet mine eyes beheld. But why do I rave, and 
vainly thus exclaim, when neither earth, or air, or seas, 
or any thing in earth, air. or seas, can bring me comfort?" 

Thus complained he many mouths for the loss of his 
son, and sent messengers into every circuit of the land 
to make inquiry after him ; but no man was fortunate 
enough to return with happy tid ngs. lie, therefore, 
storing himself with gold and many precious jewels of 
an inestimable value, resolved to travel the world over, 
to find what he wanted, or to leave his bones in some 
remote region. So leaving his native country, he wan- 
dered from place to place, without success, till through 
care and age his locks were turned to silver grey, and 
his venerable beard became like down upon a thistle : 
at length, quite wearied out with grief and fruitless 
toil, he laid himself down close by the ruined walls of a 
decayed monastery in the kingdom of Bohemia, and 
there finished his inquiry and his life together. The 
common people of the country, coming to the knowledgje 
of his name by a jewel he wore in his bosom, caused it 
to be engraven on a marble stone, right over the place 
where he was buried. And there we will leave him to 
sleep in peai^e, and return to his son, still kept by Kalyb, 
the lady of the woods, in her enchanted cave. 

And now twice seven times the sun had run his annual 
course, and passed through every sigu of the zodiac, 
aihce Kalyb had first in keeping the noble Sl George ol 
England, whose mind many times thirsted attet YionoMX- 
able adventures, aad who many times attempted to lifcX. 
himself at liberty; hat the fell enchantress, teu^etVa^ 
'jjmas the apple of her eye, appointed t^feVvft stxix^l 
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Satyrs to attend his person, so that neither force ncft 
pohcy could further his intent She kept him not to 
insult over as a slave, nor triumph in his wretchedness, 
but daily fed his fancy with all the delights that art or 
nature could afford; rorshe placed her whole felicity in 
him, and lusted after his beauty. But he, seeking glory 
from martial discipline and knightly achievements, ut- 
terly refused her proffered embraces, and highly dis- 
dained so wicked a creature. — She, seeing how much he 
neglected her love, drawing him to a private part of the 
cave, began thus to court him to her arms : 

"Thou knowest, divine youth, how eagerly I have 
sought thy love, and how I doat upon thy manly charms ; 
yet thou, more t ruel than the Libyan tiger, canst reject 
my sighs and tears. But now, my dear knight, if thou 
wilt make me happy in thy wished embrace, for thy 
sake I will show all the powers of my magic charms, 
move heaven, if thou requestest it, to rain down stones 
in showers upon thy enemies : I will convert the sun 
and moon to fire and blood, depopulate whole r^ons, 
and lay the face of nature waste." 

Our noble knight St. George, considering that love 
might blind the wisest, and guessing, by these fair pro- 
mise, that he might find an opportumty to obtain his 
liberty, made her this answer : 

"Most wise and learned Kalyb, thou wonder of the 
world, I will condescend to all thy heart desires upon 
these conditions : That I may be sole governor and pro- 
tector of this enchanted cave, and that thou discoveresfc 
to me my birth, my name, and parentage." 

She very willingly consented to these term?, and be- 

fan to answer his demands as follows : " Thou art by 
irth," said she, " son to the lord Albert, high steward of 
England ; and from thy birth to this day have I kept 
thee, as iny own child, within these solitary woods." 
So taking him by the hand, she led him into a brazen 
castle, wherein remained prisoners six of the bravest 
knights of the whole world. "These," said she, "are 
six worthy champions of Christendom : the first is St. 
Denis of France, the second St. James of Spain, the 
third St. Anthony of Italy, the fourth St. Andrew of 
Scotland, the fifth St. Patrick of Ireland, the sixth St. 
David of Wales ; and thou art born to be the seventh, 
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thy name Si. George of England, for so shalt t] on be 
named in times to come." 

Then leading him a little farther, she brought him 
into a magnificent building, where stood seven of the 
beautifulest steeds that ever eye beheld. "Six of these,*' 
said she," belong to the six champions, and the seventh, 
whose name is Bayard, will I bestow on thee. " Then 
she led him to another apartment, where hung the rich- 
est armour in the world; there choosing out the strongest 
corslet from her armoury, she with her o-wn hand 
buckled it upon his breasts, laced on his helmet, and 
dressed him in the armour : after bringing forth a 
mighty falchion, she likewise put it in bis hand and 
said to him : " Thou art now clothed in richer armour 
than Ninus the first monarch of the world. Thy steed 
is of such force and invincible power, that whilst thou 
art mounted on his back, no knight in the world shall 
be able to ( onquer thee. Thy armour is of the purest 
Lyblan steel, that no battle-axe can bruise, nor any 
weapon can pierce. Thy sword, which is called Asca- 
lon, was made by the Cyclops; it will hew in sunder the 
hardest flint, or cut the strongest steel ; and in its pum- 
mel there lies such magic virtue, that neither treason, 
witchcraft, nor any other violence can be ofEered to thee 
as long as thou wearest it." 

Thus the lascivious Kalyb was so blinded by the love 
or rather the lust she had for him, that she not only be- 
stowed all the riches of her cave upon him, but gave 
him power and authority, by putting a silver wand in 
his hand to work her own destruction. For coming by 
a hugh rock of stone, he struck it with this enchanted 
wand, whereupon it immediately opened and laid in his 
view a vast number of young infants, whom the en- 
chantress had murdered by her witchcraft and sorceries. 

This," said she, " is a place of horror, where nought is 
heard but shrieks and groans of dying men and babes; 
but if your ears can endure to hear, and eyes behold 
them, I will lead you that way. " So the lady of the 
woods, boldly stepping in before and little suspecting 
any danger from the secret policy of St George, was 
• deceived in her own practices ; for no sooner was she 
entered the rock, but he struck the silver wand thereon, 
and it closed in an instant ; and there con^n^d \i^x \A 
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belb)W forth her lamentable complaints to senseless 
stones, without any hope of being released. 

Thus this noble knight deceived the wicked enchan- 
tress, Kalyb, and likwise set the other six champions at 
liberty, who rendered him all knightly courtesies, and 
gave him thanks for their safe delivery. So providing 
themselves with all things suiting their generous pur- 
poses, they took their journey from the enchanted 
grove. Their proceedings, fortunes and heroical ad- 
ventures, shall be shown in the chapters following. 



CHAPTER II. 

After the departure of the seven champions, 
Kalyb finding herself close imprisoned in the rock, by 
the policy of the English knight, grew into such extreme 
passion of the mind, that she cursed the hour of her 
creation and bitterly inveighed against all the horrid 
powers of her barbarous and bloody art. The earth she 
wearied with her cries, and even the flinty stones seem 
to weep in pity of her anguish. The oaks were blasted 
round the enchanted rock, and hollow winds re-echo 
murmurs to her hideous groans. " miserable Kalyb," 
cried she, " cursed be thy destiny, for now thou art en- 
closed within a desolate and darksome den ! where 
neither sun can lend thee comfort with his enlivening 
beams, nor the cool breath of air refresh thy parched 
and burning body ; thou art thy thyself, by magic art, em- 
paled and rooted to the centre of earth, who wert thyself 
the wonder of the times for magic. I, that by art have 
made my journey to the lowest depths of hell, where 
multitudes of black and ugly spirits have trembled at 
my charms ; I, that have bound the Furies in my iron 
chains, and cau ed them to attend ray pleasure through 
the wilds of Egypt, or where the tawny Moor inhabits, 
am now myself constrained to languish in eternal dark- 
ness. Woe to my soul ! woe to my charms ! and woe 
to all my magic spells ! for they have bound me in this 
hollow rock. Let the sun grow pale, and the earth be 
< overed with eternal darkness. Let the firmament be 
turned to pitch ; roar hell ! quake earth ! swell seas ! 
and all ye stars and planets burst from your splieres ! 
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Let all nature be convulsed and tortured with the misery 
of wretched Kalybl" 

Thas wearied she the hours, one while accusing for- 
tune of tyranny, another blaming the falsehoc^ and 
treachery of the English knight; sometimes tearing her 
c urled locks that, like, wreathing snakes, hung dangling 
down her deformed neck *, then, beating her breasts and 
rending her garments, she thundered forth these terms 
of conjuration : "Come ! come, ye princes of the ele- 
ments, fire, air, earth, and water, come, tear this rock 
in pieces; this rock that holds confined in adamantine 
chains the limbs and body of excruciated Kalyb. Ap- 
pear, ye shadows of black Night ; Magol, Cumoth, 
Uelveza, Zontoma, come when I call." At which 
words the earth began to quake, and the elemental 
spirits were obedient to her voice ; some from the fire, 
in the resemblance of burning dragons, breathing 
flaming sulphur from their nostrils ; some from the 
water, in the shape of hideous and unwieldly fish; some 
from the air, the purest of the elements, like the 
shadows of human beings ; and others from the gross 
earth, most ugly, black, and dreadful to behold. 
Now when these legions of spirits had encompassed 
the wicked enchantress about, hell began to bellow 
forth such harsh and jarringsounds, that the enchant- 
ed rock was burst asunder with the very noise thereof, 
and then lost Kalyb's charms were gone for ever. 
The hundred years her magic was to last were now 
completely finished ; and the bond subscribed with her 
own precious blood, and sealed with her own hands, 
was brought in witness against her, by which she knew 
her life was at an end. Therefore in this most fearful 
manner she began to make her last will and testament : 
" First welcome," said she, " my sad executors. Wel- 
comepiy grave and everlasting tomb, which are prepared 
in the nery lakes of Phlegeton. The winding-sheet, 
wheiein is to be wrapped my foul body and condemned 
soul, is melted lead and boiling brimstone. No worms 
shall consume this horrid carcass, but it shall be tossed 
about with fiery forks from place to place, and from one 
furnace to another. Therefore attend to Kalyb's woeful 
testament, and engrave the legacies she gives in rolls oi 
braas upon the burning banks of Acheion. . 
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^ First, these eyes that now begin too late tc weep 
with hapless tears, I give nnto the watery spiritSi for 
they have ransacked all the treasures of the hidden deep 
to satbfy my insatiable desires ; next I bequeath these 
hands, which did subscribe the bloody obligation of my 
perpetual banishment from joy, unto those spirits that 
hover in the air; my tongue that did conspire against 
the majesty of heaven, I give to those spirits which have 
their being in the fire ; my earthly heart I bequeath to 
those gross demons that dwell in the dark dungeons of 
the earth ; and the rest of mv condemned body to the 
torments due to my demerits. 

I'his strange and dreadful testament was no sooner 
made, than all the spirits seized upon the enchantress, 
and tore her body into a thousand pieces, scattering her 
members among the four elements; some to the spirits 
of the air, some to the water, others to the fire aiid 
earth ; and these carried them away with such terrible 
noises, that all nature seemed amazed, and all things 
within hearing of them died instantly away: birds, beasts, 
and even the reptile worms that crawled upon theground; 
trees, which but just before were flourishing and green, 
were blasted all at once: and the grass faded awaj^ for 
want of that natural moisture, that the clouds denied to 
shed on so vile a place. 

Thus, by the just judgment of heaven, was Kalyb 
punished for her wickedness, whom we leave to endless 
torments, and return to the seven worthy champions of 
Christendom, whose laudable adventures fame has en- 
rolled in the records of eternity. 



CHAPTER III. 

After the seven cnampions departed from the enchant- 
ed cave of BLalyb, they made their abode in the city of 
Coventry for the space of nine months; in which time 
they erected a sumptuous monument over the hearse of 
St. George's mother. And at that time of the year when 
Flora had embroidered the green mantle of the spring, 
the^ armed themselves like knights-errant, and took 
their journey to seek for foreign adventures, accotmting 
nothing more dishonourable than to spend their time io 
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idleoesA, and not achieve somewhat that might make 
their names memorable to posterity. So travelling 
thirty days without any adventures worth noting, at 
length they came to a broad plain, where stood a brazen 
pillar, and where seven several ways met, which the 
worthy knights thought a proper place to take leave of 
each other, and every one went a contrary road ; in which 
we will, for this time, likewise take leave of six, that we 
may accompany the fortunes of our English knight, who, 
after many mouths' travel by sea and land, happily ar- 
rived within the territories of Egypt, which country was 
then greatly annoyed by a dangerous dragon. But be- 
fore he had journeyed far in this kingdom, the silent 
night outspread her sable wings, and a still horror seem- 
ed to cover every part of matter. At length he came to a 
poor old hermitage, wherein he proposal to seek some 
repose for himself and horse, till the rosy-fingered morn- 
ing should again reluminate the vault of heaven, and 
light him on his destined course. But entering the 
cottage, he found an ancient hermit, bowing under the 
weight of age, and almost consumed with holy watching 
and religious tears, to whom he thus addressed himself: 

" Father, may a traveller, for this night, crave shelter 
with you for himself and horse ; or can you direct me to 
any town or village to which I may proceed on my 
journey with safety ?" 

The old man, starting at the sudden approach of St 
George, made him answer: 

That he need not to inquire of his country, for he 
knew it by his burgonet, (for indeed thereon were en- 
graved the arms of England.) " But I sorrow," continued 
he, " for thy hard fortunes, and that it is thy destiny to 
arrive in this our country of Egypt, wherein those alive 
are scarce sufficient to bury the dead ; such cruel de- 
vastation is made through the land by a most terrible 
and dangerous dragon, now ranging up and down the 
country ; the raging appetite of which must everyday 
be appeased with the body of a real virgin, whom he 
swalloweth down his envenomed throat ; and the day on 
which this horrid Racrifice is omitted, he breathes such 
a pestiferous stench as occasions a mortal plague. And 
this having been practised for twenty-four years, there 
irnot now one true virgin left throughout a\\^«fvv^.^3Wk^ 
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the kiufr 8 daughter ; and she, to-morrow, is to be made 
an offering to the dragon, unless there can be any brave 
knight found Mho shall have courage enough to en- 
( ounter with him, and kill him : and then, the king hath 
promised to give such knight his daughter, whose life he 
shall have Siived, iu marriage, with the crown of ISgyp^ 
after his decease." 

This royal reward so animated the English knight, 
that he vowed he would either redeem the king's daugh- 
ter, or lose his own life in so glorious an enterprise. So 
taking his repose that night in the old man*s hermitage, 
till the cheerful cock, the true messenger of day, gave 
him notiec of the sun's uprise, which caused him to 
))uckle on his armour, and harness his steed with all the 
s trong caparisons of war, he took his journey,guidedonly 
by the old hermit, to the valley, where the king's daughter 
was to be offered up in sacrifice. When he approached 
within sight of the valle}r, he saw at a distance the most 
amiable and beautiful virgin that ever eyes beheld, 
arrayed in a pure white Arabian silk, leading to the place 
of death, accompanied by many sage, modest matrons. 
The courage of the brave English knight was so stimu- 
lated by this melancholy scene that he thought every 
minute a whole day till he could rescue her from the 
threatened danger, and save her from the insatiable jaws 
cf the fiery dragon ; so advancing towards the lady, he 
gave her hopes that her deliverance was at hand, and 
begged her to return to her father's court. 

The noble knight, like a bold and daring hero, then 
entered the valley where the dragon had his abode, who 
no sooner had sight of him, but his leathern throat sent 
forth a sound more terrible than thunder. The size of 
this fell dragon was fearful to behold, for, froni his 
shoulders to his tail, the length was fifty feet; the glit- 
tering scales upon his body were as bright as silver, but 
harder than brass; his belly was of the colour of gold, 
and larger than a tun. Thus weltered he from his 
hideous den, and so fiercely assailed the gallant champion 
with his burning wings, that at the first encounter he 
had almost felled him to the ground ; but the knight, 
nimbly recovering himself, gave the dragon such a thrust 
with his spear, that it shivered in a thousand pieces! 
upon which, the furious dragon smote him so violently 
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frith bis veoomoos tail, that then, indeed, he broagfat 
both man and horse 1 1 the groi n *, and sorely braided 
two of St. George's ribs in the tall ; but he, stepping 
backwards, chanced to get under an orange-tree, which 
bad that rare virtue in it, that no venomous creature 
durst come withm the compass of its branches ; and 
here the valiant knight rested himself, till he had re- 
covered his former strength. But he no sooner felt his 
spirits revived, than with an c«'iger courage, he smote 
the burning dragon under his yellow burnished belly, 
with his trusty sword Ascalon ; and from the woond 
there came such an abundance of black venom, that it 
spouted on the armour of the kni^^ht, which by the mere 
force of the poison, burst in two, and he himself fell on 
».he ground, where he lay for some time quite lifeless, 
bat had rolled himself under the orange-tree ; in which 
place the dragon had not power to offer him any farther 
violence. The fruit of this tree was of that excellence, 
that whoever tasted it was immediately cured of all 
manner of wounds and diseases. 

Now it was the noble champion's good fortune to re- 
cover himself a little by the pure effluvia of the tree, 
and then he chanced to espy an orani^e which had lately 
dropped from it, by tasting of which he was so refreshed, 
that m a short time he was as sound as .wlien he began 
the encounter. Then kneeled he down and made his hum- 
ble supplication, that heaven would send him such 
strength and agility of body as might enable him to slay 
the fell monster; which being done, with a bold and 
courageous heart, he smote tlie dragon under the wing, 
where it was tender and without s ale, whereby his good 
sword Ascalon, with an easy passage, went to the very 
hilt, through the dragon's liver and heart ; from whence 
there issued such an abundance of reeking gore, ts 
turned all the grass in the valley to a crimson hue; and 
the groimd, which was before parched up by the burn- 
ing breath of the dragon, was now drenched in the 
moisture that proceeded from his venomous bowels, the 
loss of which forced him to yield his vital spirit to the 
champion's conquering sword. 

The noble knight, St. George for England, having per- 
form&l this, first pniddue honour to the Almighty for 
his victory; and then with his sword cut oft ths^ 4i«L'^QiSk% 
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Iiead, and fixed it on a truncheon made of that spear 
which, at the beginning of the battle, shivered in f}iecea 
against the dragon's scaly back. During this longand 
dangerous combat, his trusty steed, lay as it were, in a 
swoon, without any motion ; but the English champion 
now Fqueezing the juice of one of the oranges in his 
mouth ; the virtue of it immediately expelled the venom 
of the poison, and recovered his former strength. 

There was then in the Egyptian court, and had been, 
for some time, Almidor, the black king of Morocco, 
who had long sought the love of Sabra, the king's daugh- 
ter; but by no policy, means, or manhood, could he 
accomplish what his heart desired. And now, having 
less hopes than ever, by the successful combat of St. 
George with the dragon, he resolved to try the utmost 

Eower of art, and treacherously despoil the victor of his 
lurels, which he falsely designed to crown his own 
temple with, and thereby obtain the grace of the lady 
who loathed his company, and more detested his person 
than the crocodile of the Nile. But even as the wolf 
barks in vain against the moon, so shall this fantastical 
and cowardlv Almidor attempt to seize in vain the glory 
won by the fen^lish knight ; although he had hired, by 
gifts and promises, twelve Egptian knights to be.<:et the 
valley where St. George slew the burning dragon, who 
were to bereave him by force of the spoils of his con- 
quest. Thus, when the magnanimous champion came 
riding in triumph from the valley, expecting to have 
been received as a conqueror, with drums and trumpets, 
or to have heard the bells throughout the kingdom ring- 
ing with the joyful peals of victory, and every street 
illuminated with bonfires and blazing tapers; contrary 
to his expectation, he was met with troops of armed 
knights, not to conduct him in triumph to the Egyptian 
court, but, by insidious bastness and treachery, to be- 
reave him of his life, and the glory he had that day so 
nobly acquired by his invincible arms : for no sooner 
had be passed the entrance of the valley, but he saw the 
Egyptian knights brandishing their weapons, and divid- 
ing themselves, to intercept him in his journey to the 
court. So, tying his horse to a tree, he resolved to try 
his fortune on foot, there being twelve to one ; yet did 
Bt, George at the irst onset, bo va\iaiit\y \>e:ki«L^eYiVEa- 
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self with his trusty sword, AscaloD, that, at one stroke 
he slew three of the Egyptian knights, aod before the 
golden chariot of the son bad gone another hoar in its 
d iarnal course, some he had dismembered of their heads 
and limbs, and some he had cut in two, so that their 
entrails fell to the earth and not one was left alive to 
carry home the news of their defeat. Almidor, the 
black king, stood the whole time of the battle on the 
top of a mountain to behold the success of his hired 
champions ; but when he saw the dismal catastrophe of 
these mercenary knights, and how the good fortune of 
the English champion had carried the honour of the day 
be cursed his destiny, and accused blind chance of 
crnelty in thus disappointing the hopes of his treacher- 
ous enterprise : but having a heart full fraught with 
malice and envy, he secretly vowed to himself that he 
would practise some other treachery to bring St. George 
to destruction. So running before to the court of king 
Ptolemy, and without relating what had happened to 
the twelve Egyptian knights, he cried out, *' Victoria, 
Victoria, the enemy of Egypt is slain ! " Upon which. 
Ptolemy ordered every street of the city of Memphis to 
be hung with arras and embroidered tapestry, and 
likewise provided a sumptuous chariot of massive gold, 
the wheels and other timberwork whereof were of the 
purest ebony, the covering, rich silk embossed with gold; 
this with a hundred of the noblest peers of E©rpt, 
attired in crimson velvet, mounted on milk-white cours- 
ers, richly caparisoned, attended the arrival of St. 
George, who was conducted in the most solemn manner 
into the city, all the loftiest as well as the sweetest in- 
struments of music both going before and following after 
the resplendent chariot wherein he was drawn to the 
court of kin^ Ptolemy ; where hs surrendered up the 
trophies of his conquest into the hands of the beaute-ous 
Sabra, who was so ravished with the noble person and 
princely presence of the English knight, that for a time, 
she was scarce able to speak ; but having recovered 
herself she took him by the hand, and led him to a rich 
pavilion, where she unarmed him and ml\\ \Xv^ xi^vyiX 
precious salves embalmed his wounda, aad V\\Xv ^vv^ 
linen cloths wiped off the blood-, atut yiVvvg^v %\i^ 
conducted bim to a rich repast, fcmiuBhed viVCki a\\.tftaJQJaKt 



16 THE SEVEN CHAMPIONS 

of delicate meats, where the king her father was presenti 
who inquired of his country, parentage, and nuat. 
After the banquet was over, he installed him with the 
honour of knighthood, and put npon his feet a pair of 
golden spurs. But the lovely princess, his daughter, 
could feast on nothing but the hopes of the champion's 
love; and having attended him to his night's rejjose, 
she sat near his bed, and striking the melodious strings 
of her lute, lulled him to rest with the sweetest harmony 
that ever was heard. No sooner had the blushing mom 
displaced her beauties in the east, and gilded with her 
radiant beams the mountain tops, but Sabra repiured to 
the English champion's lodgings; and at his first up- 
rising, presented him with a diamond of inestimaUe 
value, which she prayed him to wear on his finger, not 
only as an ornament, but as it was endued with many 
most e3¥:ellent and occult virtues. The next who en- 
tered the room was Almidor, the treacherous black king 
of Morocco, having a bowl of Greek wine in his han£ 
which he offered to the noble champion St. George of 
England ; but when he stretched forth his arm to accept 
the same, the diamond, which fair Sabra had made him 
a present of, waxed pale, and from his nose fell just 
three drops of blood, which the king's daughter observ- 
ing, suspected some secret poison to be infused in the 
wine ; whereupon she shrieked out so loudly, and so 
suddenly, that it alarmed the whole court, and carried 
her suspicions io the ears of her father ; but so great 
was his Icve for the black king, that he would not give 
credit to any thing which could be suggested against him. 

Thus was Almidor a second time prevented in his evil 
designs, which made him more enraged than a chased 
boar ; yet, resolving the third should pay for all, he im- 
patiently expected another opportunity to put his helllsb 
purposes in execution. 

St. George remained many days in the Egyptian court, 
sometimes revelling among the cjentlemen, dancing and 
sporting among the ladies, ftof ler times in tilts, tour- 
naments, and other noble and Heroic exercises ; and all 
that time was the breast of the beauteous Sabra in- 
flamed with the most ardent love for him, of which tfce 
treacherous Almidor had intelWgeivcfc \>7 tevmw^ ^^x^t 
practices, and many times Ti'is ovru eaia "^ct^-rnxsLftaa^ 
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to tb^ discourses. One evening, in particular, after 
the glorious sun was set in Thetis's lap, it was his for- 
tune to wander near a garden wall, to taste the cooling 
air, where the two lovers, without seeing him, were 
seated in a hower of jessamine, and after much talk, he 
heard the love-sick Sabra thus complain : '■ 

" My soul's delight, my noble George of England, 
dearer than all the world beside, why art thou more 
obdurate than the flint, since all my falling tears can 
never mollify thy heart ? Nor all the sighs, the many 
thousand sighs, 1 have sent as messengers of mv true 
love, were ever yet requited with a smile. Beruse not 
her, my dear-loved lord of England, refuse not her, 
that for thy sake would leave ner parents, countiy 
and inheritance, although that inheritance be the 
crown of Egypt, and would follow thee as a pilgrim 
through the wide world. The sun shall sooner lose his 
splendour, the pale moon drop from her orb, the' sea for- 
get to ebb and flow, and all things cliange the course 
ordained by nature, than Sabra, heiress of Egypt, prove 
inconstant to St. George of England ; let, then, the 
priests of Hymen knit that gordian knot, the knot of 
wedlock, which death alone nas power to untie." 

These words so fired the champion's heart, that he 
was almost entangled in the snares of love, he who be- 
fore had never given way to any passion but the love of 
arms. Yet, to try her patience a little more, he made 
her this answer : 

" Lady of Egvpt, art thou not content that I have 
risked my own life to preserve yours, but you would 
have me also sacrifice my honour, give over the chase 
of dazzling glory, lay idl my warlike trophies in a 
woman's lap, and change mv truncheon for a distaff. — 
No ! Sabra ; George of England is a knight, bom in a 
country where true chivalry is nourished, and hath 
sworn to see the world, as far as the lamp of heaven 
can lend him light, before he is fettered in the chains 
of wedlock. Therefore, think no more of one that is a 
stranger, awanderer from place to place, but caat-jwa 
eye« on one more worthy of vour own high xac^k^ Y5\i"5 
do you decline the suit of Almidor, who is a"kii\g, mA 
wonJd think no task too arduous to obtun your Vrr^T'' 
■At which words she instanaj replied : 
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" The fell king of Morocco is more hlood^mMA 
than a serpent, btxt thou as gentle as a lamb: his tooBM 
more ominous than the screeching^ night owl, Imt tfcne 
sweeter than the morning lark ; hia t^nch more odlov 
than the biting snake, but thine more pleasant than the 
curling vine. What, if thou art a stranger to oar kad, 
thou art more precious to my heart, and more doligiii- 
ful to my eyes, than croMrns and diadems.** 

" But stay,*' replied the English champion : ** I am a 
CSiristian, madam; thou a Pagan. I noaonrGodia 
heaven ; you, shadows earthly of a vile impostor hmt 
below. Therefore, if you would obtain mv lore, joa 
must forsake your Mohammed, and be baptused into the 
Christian faith. *' " With all my soul, ** replied tiM 
Egyptian lady; ^^ I will forsake my coantry*s gods, and 
for thy love become a Christian. " And thereofKmahe 
broke a ring, and gave him one half as a pledge of her 
love, and kept the other half herself; and so, for that 
time went out of the garden. 

The treacherous Almidor, who had listened daring all 
this discourse, was galled to the very heart to hefffhow 
much his mistress despised him and his proffered lovs; 
but was now resolved to strike a bold stroke with the 
king her father, to separate her from his too suecessfol 
rival; and, accordingly, hastened away to the Egyptian 
king, and prostrating himself before him, he apoke in 
the f ollowmg manner ; 

^ Know, great monarch of the east, that I am come 
to unfold a secret which nearly concerns the wel&re of 
your countrjr. It was my chance this evening, when 
Titan had withdrawn his radiant beams, to seek the cool 
refreshing air close by your private garden wall, where, 
being myself unseen, I overheard a deep-concerted plan 
of treason, laid between your daughter and the En^Uah 
knight ; for she hath given him a solemn pledge of love 
and with that pledge a promise to forsake the faith of 
Egypt, sets the ^eat prophet at defiance, and will em- 
brace the Christian doctrine. Nay, she forsakes not 
only Mohammed, but her father, and her native land to 
wander with this stranger knight ; who for being so 
highly honoured in your court, thus robs yon of your 
daughter." 

*'Now, by our holy propheti** replied the king, **thi8 
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damned Christian shall not reap the harvest of our 
daughter's love, for he shall lose his head, though not 
in our covrt, where we have heaped ssch bononrs on 
bim. Bat, Almidor, be secret, and 1 wiH aogoamt 70a 
with mj mirpose: I will send him to mj kiasraan, tbe 
aoldan of rersia ; from whom he shafl narer more retam 
to Egypt, except his ghost briag tidings of his fata in 
that ooontry." And to answer this porpose they con- 
tzire between them the following letter : 

< To the toldsa of Pema, 
", Ptolemy, Idoff of BtTTPU nnd the eMtexn territories send 
Mvetine to thee, tbe mighty aoldan of Persia, great emperor ot 
Ike proTinen of tlie larger Asia. I make tiiis mj request, trust- 
!■« io the league of friendship between us, that thou put the 
bearer hereof, thy slare. to death : for he is an utter enemy to 
lA /j^*** and Afnca, and a proud eontemner ot our religion 
Thenfon fisil not hereof, as taou tenderest onr mutual friend- 
tfhipw 8oweWdthee,&row€ll. 

" « Thy Idnsman, 

Ptolemy, king of Egypt' 

AS soon as this letter was signed and sealed with tbe 
great seal of Egypt, St. George was sent in embassy w tk 
the bloody sentence of his own destruotioa: and was 
swcfD, by the honour pf knighthood, to deliver it safe; 
kayis^ behind him as a ple(^ of hia fidelity, his good 
Bteed, and trusty sword AmsIoo, in the keeping of 
Ptolemy, taking witii him only one of that king's horses, 
for his easy tzavelling. 

On the day that St. George reached the soldan's court, 
there was a solemn procession in honour of the false 
prophet M(rfiammed, with which the Eiijglish dbampion 
was so moved, that he tore down their ensigns and 
streamers, and trampled them under his feet; whereupon 
the infidelB presently fled to the soldan for succour, and 
showed hisa how a strange knight had despised their 
pFq;>het, and trod their banners in the dust. Where- 
upon he^tent a hundred of his armed knights to know 
the caoae of that sudden uproar, and to bring the Chris- 
tain champion bound before his majesty : but he enter- 
tained these Persion knights with such a bloody banquet, 
that some of their heads were tumbled in the dirty streets, 
and the channels overflowed with streams of their blood ; 
the parement before the palace was almost covered with 
slanghtered men, and the walls were bes{Mrinkled mtV\ 
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kHirple gore. At last the alarm-bell was rong^ tad tfn 
beacons set on fire ; upon which the popnlaoe rote h 
arms, and came flocking: about the Eu^lish champioo B» 
swarms of bees :whereat, through his long fatigae, mI 
the multitude of his enemies, hit undaunted oountftimi 
force<l to yield, and his restless arm, wearied wltk tfci 
fight constrained to let his weapon fall to th« grosn^ 
And thus he, whose fortitude had sent thouMsdito 
wander on the banks of Acheron, stood now obediMt 
to the mercy of his enemies, who with their brandished 
weapons and sharp-edged falchions environed himaboot 

"2^ow, bloody-minded monster," said the soldff, 
"what courtryman soe'er thou art, Jew, Pagan, or no- 
believing Christian, look for a sentence of serere puiuik- 
ment for every drop of blood thy unhappy- hand htA 
here shed : first, thy skin shall be flayed from of thy 
flesh alive ; next, thy flesh shall be torn with red-hot 
pincers from thy bones ; and lastly, thy limbs parted 
from each other by wild horses." This bloody sentenee 
being pronounced by the soldan, St. George answered 
in the following manner : 

" Great potentate of Asio, I crave the liberty and law 
of arms, whereto all the kings of the earth are by oath 
for ever bound. Fiist, in my native country, my descent 
is of royal blood, and therefore I challenge a combat; 
secondly, I am an ambassador from the mighty Ptoleniy, 
king of Kgypt; therefore is my person sacred : lastfy, 
the laws of Asia, and indeed all nations, grant me a safe 
conduct back; and Ptolemy is answerable for every 
thing I have done." 

Thereupon he delivered the letter, sealed with the 
great seal of Egypt, which was no sooner broke open 
and read, but the soldan's eyes sparkled with fire, and 
upon bis brow sat the image of wrath and indignation. 

"By the report of Ptolemy," said the soldhn, "thou 
art a great contemner of our holy prophet, and hu laws; 
therefore his pleasure is, that you be put to de^th. 
Which, bv Mohammed, I swear shall be fulfilled." 

Upon this he gave him up to the safe custody of 4 
hundred of his guards, till the time of execution, which 
was ordered to be in thirty days. Hereupon they dis- 
robed him of his rich apparel, and clothed him in base 
and servile weeds ; his arms, that were lately employed 
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in supporting the mighty target^aiid wielding the weighty 
batde-axe, were now strongly fettered up in iron bolts ; 
and those hands which were wont to be garnished with 
steel gauntlets, they bound with hempen cords till the 
purple blood started from his fingers' ends : and being 
thus despoiled of all knightly dignity, he was conveyed 
to a dark dungeon where the light of heaven was never 
seen, nor the glorious sun could send one gladdenmg 
ray to show a difference betwixt day and night. All 
his comfort was to reckon up the number of Persians he 
had slain; and sometimes his restless thoughts were 
pondering on ungrateful Ptolemy ; sometimes running 
oa the charms of lovely Sabra, distracted with reflecting 
how she would take his sudden departure. He then 
sketched out her picture on the wall and to the senseless 
form would often thus oonplain : 

^O cruel destiny ! Why am I punished in this sort ? 
Have I conspired against the majesty of heaven, that it 
has hurled such vengeance on my head ! O ! shall I 
never regain my former liberty, that I may be revenged 
on those who have imprisoned me ? Frown, angry hea- 
vens, on these bloody-minded infideb, these daring 
rebels against the truth of thy divinity ; these professed 
enemies of Christ. And may the plagues of Pharaoli 
li^t upon their country, and the miseries of CEdipus 
upon their princes. Let them be witnesses of their 
daughters* ravishments, and behold their cities flaming 
like the burning battlements of Troy. " 

Thus Sorrow was his companion, and Despair his 
chief solicitor, till Hyperion's golden car had rested 
thirty times in the purple palace of Thetis ; which was 
the precise time alloted by the soldan of Persia for him 
to Lve ; so expecting every minute to entertain the 
wished-for messenger of death, he heard afar off the 
terrible roaring of two lions that for the space of four 
days had been restrained from food and natural suste- 
nance that with the more eagerness and fury they might 
satiate their hunger-starved bowels with the body of 
the thrice-renowned English champion. The cnr of 
these lions so terrified his mind, that the hair of his 
head grew stiff and on his brows were large drops of 
sweat, and in his soul such fire and rage, that with vio- 
lence he broke his chains asunder, then rent his amber- 



22 THE 8ETEN CnAHPIONS 

colonrod hair from his head, with which he ^'''5?? 
his arms, preparing for the assault of the lions, WBPi 
he imagined were designed to be the executio ncriw 
the 8oIdan*s sent-ence against him, as indeed they were; 
and at that i» stant the guards, who brought theB, W 
them out of the dungeon upon him! But such was bis 
invincible fortitude, and so politic was he in his dsfenoe, 
that when the starved lions came running on him with 
open jaws he courageously thrust his sinewed arms, 
that were covered with the hair of his head, into their 
throats, whereby they were presently choked, and then 
he pulled out their hearts. 

Which spectacle the soldan's guards beholduig, were 
so amazed with fear, that thejr ran in all haste to the 
palace to aquaint the soldan with what had happened, 
who commanded every part of the court to be s *" 
guarded with armed soldiers, supposing the J 
knight rather some monster, ascended from the i^. 
regions, than one of the human species. And such terror 
seized the soldan, when he heard that he had killed the 
two lions, after having slaughtered two thousand Penuans 
with his own bonds ; and having likewise intelligence of 
his having destroyed the burning dragon of Egypt, that 
he caused the dungeon wherein he was kept, tobe doubly 
fortified with iron bars, lest by force or stratagem, the 
champion should recover his liberty, and thereby en- 
danger the whole kingdom of Persia. Here for the 
term of seven winters, he remained in the greatest want 
and distress, feeding upon rats, and mice, and creeping 
worms, which he caught in the dungeon ; nor tasting, m 
that whole time, of any bread but what was made of 
bran, and drinking only channel water, which was daily 
served him through the iron gates. Here we will now 
leave St.George, langmshmg under want and oppression, 
and return to Egypt,where we left Sabra the chanmion'a 
betrothed lady lamenting the absence of Wmw^K 
loved dearer than all the world besides 

body was straighter than the state ycedi?'^^*^" I-''" 
tureof herskin surpassed the bMuf v nif fhf S* ??*" 
q-.ttD ; but one was bendine with hi^ ° -^u® ^fP^'an 
and the other tam»b*4 .^..^IV^^.^J'^^^.'^S. 
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r trckled down the roses of her cheeks, whereoo 
he image of discontent, and she herself seemed a 
or of patient sorrow. All company was loathsome 
or sight ; she shunned even the fellowship of those 
« who were once her most intimate companions, 
betook herself only to a solitary cabinet, where 
her needle, she amused the time ; and having 
ight the figures of many a bleeding heart , she bathed 
I with the lukewarm tears that roll from her e^es; 
with her auburn locks that hung in wanton nng- 
iown her neck, she dried them up ; and thinking 
le plighted promises of her dear-loved knight, fell 
these sad complainings : 

) Love !" said she, " n ore sharp than keenest ra- 
with what inequality dost thou torment mj wounds 
b, not linking my dear lord's in like affection with it 
enus ! whom both gods and men obey, if thou art 
lute in thy power command my wandering lord to 
11, or let my soul be wafted to his sweet bosom 
e my bleeding heart already is enshrined. But 
ih ^ndling that I am ! he hath rejected me, and 
shuns my father's court, where he was honoured 
esteemed to wander through the world to seek 
ler love. No, no, it cannot be ; he is more con- 
, his mind more noble than to forget his plighted 
; and much I fear some treacherv has bereft me 
m, some stony prison keeps him rrom me, for only 
la and ^ers could thus long withhold him from my 
If so, sweet Morpheus, god of golden dreams, 
I to me my love's abode, show me in sleep the 
>w of his lovely form, give me to know the reason 
3 sadden departure, and '^f his lon^ and piunf ul,&o- 

ter this exclamation, she closed her radiant eye« in 
, when presently the very image, as she thought, 
r dear-loved knight, St Georgej appeared ; not as 
i: wont in shining arms, and with his burgonet of 
ring steel, nor mounted on his stately steedj decked 
a crimson plume of spangled feathers, but m over- 
and simple attire, with pale looks and emaciated 
like a f^host new risen from the hoWo^ ^v?^^ 
bing, as n were, the following &a& and ^o^ «zj- 



24 TU£ SEVKN CUAMFIUNS 

Sabra. I am batrajred for lore of the«. 
And lodged in care as dark as night ; 
Vrom whence I never more, ah woe it me! 

Shall haTe the pleaaure of thT beauteoiu sight: 
Remain thou true and constant for my sake. 
That of my absence none may * vantage make. 

Let tyr<uits know, if ever I obtain 

What now is lust by treason's faithless guile. 
False Kfrypt's scourge I ever will remain. 
And turn to streaming blood Morocco's soil. 
That hatfful prince of Uarbary shall rue 
The fell revenge that is his treaaon's aue. 

The Persian towers shall smoke with fire. 

And lofty Babylon be tumbled down ; 
The cross of Chribtendom shall then aspire 
To wear the proud Egyptian triple crown. 
Jerusalem and Judah shall oehold 
The fall ol kings by Christian champions bold. 

Thou maid of Egypt, still continue chaste, 
A tiger seeks thy virgin's name to spoil; 
"Whil&t George of England is in prison placed. 
Thou Shalt be forced to wed against thy will. 
But after this shall happen miKhty things. 
For from thy womb shall spring three wondrous kingt. 

This Strange and woful speech was no sooner ended, 
but she awaked from her sleep, and presently reached 
out her arms, thinking to embrace him, but met with 
nothing but empty air, which caused her to renew her 
former complaints. 

" Oh ! wherefore died I not in this my troublesome 
dream, " said the sorrowful lady, ** that my ghost miffht 
have haunted those inhuman monsters who have thus be- 
trayed the bravest champion that the ^e of heaven, or 
the sons of earth, have ever beheld ? For his sake will 
I exclaim against the ingratitude of Egypt, and, like 
ravished Philomel, fill every comer of the land with 
echoes of his wrong. My woes are jjreater and by far 
exceed the sorrows of Dido, queen of Carthage, mourn- 
ing for ^neas." 

At last, her father understanding what ardent affec- 
tion she bore to the English champion, spoke to her in 
this manner : 

"Daughter, I charge thee, on the obedience and duty 
which thou owest to me, both as thy father and thy 
king, to banish from thy thoughts all fond affection for 
the wandering knight ; whom thou hast made unworthily 
the object of thy love, for he hath neither home nor 
habitation. Thou seest he has forsaken thee, ana in 
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his travels is weided to another. Therefore, as yon 
value my love, or dread my displeasure, I charge thee 
again to think of him no more ; but cast jonx eyes on 
the black king of Morocco, who is deserving of thee, 
and whose nuptials with thee I intend to celebrate in 
Egypt shortly, with all the honours due to my own and 
his high rank." 

Having said these words, he departed, without wait- 
ing for an answer ; by which fair Sabra knew he was 
not to be thwarted in his wilL Therefore she poured 
forth these sad words : 

**0 unkind father ! to cross the affection of thy child 
and thus force love where there is no liking ; yet shall 
my mind continue true to my dear-loved lord ; although 
my body be forced against nature to obey, and Almidor 
have the honour of my marriage-bed, yet shall English 
George only have my heart and my virginity, if ever he 
return to Egypt." 

Hereupon t^he pulled forth a chain of gold, and wrap- 
ped it seven times about her alabaster neck. **This,*' 
said she, **hath been seven days steeped in timer's blood, 
and seven nights in dragon's milk, whereby it hath ob- 
tained such excellent virtue, that so long as I wear it 
about mv neck, no man on earth can enjoy my virginity: 
though i should be forced to the state of marriage, and 
lie seven years in the bed of wedlock, yet, by the virtue 
of this chain, shall 1 still continue a true virgin." 

Which words were no sooner ended, but Almidor 
entered her sorrowful chamber, and presented her with 
a wedding-^rment, which was of the purest Median silk, 
embossed with pearl and glittering gold, perfamed with 
sweet Syrian powders ; it was of the colour of the lily, 
when Flora had bedecked the fields in May with nature's 
ornaments ; glorious and costly were her vestures, and 
so stately were the nuptial rights solemnized, that Egypt 
admired the grandeur of her wedding, which for seven 
days was held in the court of Ptolemy, and then moved 
to Tripoly, the chief city in Barbary, where Almidor** 
forced bnde was crowned queen of Morocco ; at which 
coronaticm the conduits ran with Greek wines, and the 
streets of Tripoly were beautified with pageants and de- 
lightful shows. The court resounded such melodious 
harmony, as though Apollo with his silver YiAX^ ^^adi 
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descended from the heayens : such tilts and \ 

Kcre performed betwixt the Egyptian knights and the 
knights of Barbary, that they exceeded the nuptials of 
Hecuba, the beauteous queen of Trov. Which hoDoar« 
able proceedings we leave for this'time to their own 
contentments, some masking, some dancing, some re- 
velling, porae tilting, some banquetting. Leave we also 
the champion of England, St. George, mourning in the 
dungeon in Persia, as you heard before, and return to 
the other six champions of Christendom, who departed 
from the brazen pillar, every one his several way, whose 
knightly and noble adventures, if the Muses grant me 
their assistance, I will most amplj discover, to the 
honour of Christendom. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Calling now to mind the long and weary travels St 
Denis, the champion of France, endured, after his de- 
parture from the other six champions at the braien 
pillar, as you heard in the beginning of the former chi^ 
ter, from which he wandered though many a desolate 
grove and wilderness, without any adventure worth 
noting, till he arrived upon the borders of Thessaly, 
(being a land, as then, inhabited only with wild beasts*;) 
wherein he endured such a scarcity of victuals, that he 
was forced, for the space of seven years, to feed upon 
the herbs of the field, and the fruits of trees, till the 
hairs of his head were like eagles' feathers, and the nails 
of his fingers like birds' claws ; his drink, the dew of 
heaven, which he licked from the flowers in meadows ; 
his attire, the bay leaves and broad docks that grew in 
the wood ; his shoes, the bark of trees, in which he 
travelled though many a thorny brake. But at last, as 
it was his fortune, or cruel destiny, (being oyerprest with 
the extremity of hunger,) to taste and feed upon the 
berries of an enchanted mulberry-tree, whereby he lost 
the lively form and image of his human substance, and 
was transformed into the shape and likeness of a wild 
hart; which strange and sudden transformation this 
noble champion little mistrusted, till he espied his 
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aiisshapen form in a clear fountain, which nature had 
made in a cool and shady valley ; but when he beheld 
the shadow of his deformed body, and how his head, 
late honoured with a burgonet of steel, was now dis- 
graced with a ^ir of svlvan horns ; his countenance, 
which was the mdex of his noble mind, now covered 
with the likeness of a brute ; and his body, which was 
erect, tall, smooth, and fair, now bending to earth on 
four feet, and clothed in a rough hairy hide of a dusky 
brown colour; having his reason still left, he ran again 
to the mulberry- tree, supposing the beiries he had eaten 
to be the cause of his transformation, and there laying 
himself upon the ground, he thus began to complaim: 
" What magic diarma, or what bewitching spells^" 
said he, " are contained in this cursed tree, whose poi- 
sonous fruit hath confounded my future fortunes, and 
reduced me to this miserable coi dition? thou celes- 
tial Ruler of the world ! O merciful power of heaven I 
look down with pity on my hapless state ; incline thine 
ears to listen to my woes ; I, who was late a man, am 
now an homed beast ; a soldier, once my country's 
champion, now a timorous deer, the prey of dogs, my 
glittering armour changed into a hairy hide, and my 
brave array, now vile as common earth ; henceforth, 
instead of princely palaces, these shady woods must be 
my sole retreat, wherein my bed of down must be a 
heap of sun-dried moss ; my sweet delighting music, 
blustering winds, that with tempestuous gusts make the 
whole wilderness tremble ; the company I am obliged 
henceforth to keep, must be the Sylvan satyrs, Driades, 
and aiiy Nymphs, who never appear to human eyes, but 
at twilight, or the midnight moon; the stars that beau- 
tify the crystal vault and wide expanse of heaven, shall 
herei^fter serve as torches to light me to my woful bed ; 
scowling clouds shall be my canopy ; and my clock, to 
gives me notice how the time runs stealing on, the dismal 
sounds of hissing snakes or croaking toads I " 

Thus long and many days continued this champion of 
France in ^e shape of a hart, in ^eater misery than 
the. nnfortunateEnglish champion m Persia, not know- 
ing how to recover his former shape, and human sub- 
stance. But on a day as he lamented the loss of his 
natural form under the branches of that en<i)aMi^^^. 
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inul(>rrry-tr4H\ wiiich wm the cauM of hii trAngfonM- 
tion, ho iienrd « tnoHt f;rii?v(Miii and torriblogrouif which 
li<! Hupponml to iM)rt«;ii(l thnt Moiii(!thiii(( oxtraordi&arjr 
wttK to mmiiii: upon which, lUNiHindinfC bb sorrowi fpr 
u tiintt, h(* licnrd n hollow voicu hrcatho frum the ti unk 
of tbe mulberry -true tliu fulluwing wordat 

C>iaf t<i laniMit. thfiu fiimr>a« nmn of France, 
With Kf i>tl<- *'»r» ruiiii' IMrn to mjr Uluan j 
In riiriiHT tliii** it w«« my mul ctiiini-fl 
To iif t)ii> iiriiiiiicnt iiinfa UihI r>r WM knoim i 
Ily birth I wua tlii> (iNiiKlilfr of a kliiff, 
'1 lioUKh iiuw • biiuthlcM tri p, nnd Miisi'leM ttiloff. 

My priiln ¥mn Murh tlmt IIpav^ mmruunded m*-* 

A KoildPM III my own ronn-lt t wmi 
"WhAl iiiitiirr It^iit. loo lm«p I tliougiit Ut bo, 
llut dpi'iiK'd iinnrir nil othnrn ti> nurpAMi 
Aud thrri'fMio iii'ilhr and NnibniiilA iwiMit, 
The foud uf lienvcn, lor niu 1 counted mrvt. 

My prldr dmnUrd thr flnimt bri>Kd of whtAt, 

Anil purnr rood I dully Mouuhl to flndi 
lliifliifd K"ld WM Ml'diitlll In my m«'iit. 
Huib tcir ronc'lt iny iicn»fi nil aid blind : 
ViT whirb the K'ld^i iiliovi* trnniforinpd no 
From human aub^iJiniM* to thUmnMlitftt trut. 

H«vrn y*nrii in nhnpo of linrt thou tnuitl romftln. 
Ami Ihfii the )iurnl<> roii«, by llravcn n Afuntt, 
M\nl\ brhiK thi-o lo thy fornior ■hapc* Rff<Un, 
Ami nui lit lA«t thy woliil nii<iiTy i 
When thU la donf, lii' nun' you cut In iwalu 
Thlt fiilAl tr«ifl whcrt'ln I du r»mMin. 

After hn hnd hnard thone wordn from the malberry- 
tree ho wah ho iiiurli ninr/.<;d itt tlio ntrniijrnnoriif Ihercor 
that ho for moiiid inom'*nt wriM dnprivod of iipoooh ; and 
thothoii^litft of liiH loiif(- Appointed pitniHlimontberoavo<l 
liim of liiM iinihsrHtnndiiiff: but At lAtit, recovering hix 
soiiMOM, tltou^li not liirt liiuiiAn form, he bitterly com- 
pUiiMMl of liiM iniifortiini'rt. 

*' Oil! unliAppy croittiins '* rtftid tlio dirttrontiod cham- 
pion, " moro uiiMorAblc. thiiii i'ro^no in hor transforma- 
lion, and inor«i unforiiinato tluin Actiuon, wluwo perfect 
picture I aim niAdu I IMh niiiiory continuud but a ahort 
time ; for hin own do^x, th» hiihih day, toro him into a 
thouMand pimsoM, And buritid hirt (rAiiiiforinud oaroami in 
thuir hungry bowMU; but minn in appoinind by the 
Hilary doHtiiiitw. till hhvou tiinnH tint Hunimnr*H Kun nhall 
yoari3^ rvphmiiiti IiIn ntdiunt brixhtnoiM, andriovon times 
the wint4ir'M rain ithAll wunh mo with the Hhowenuf 
heaven. *' 
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Such were the complaints of the transformed knight 
of France, sometimes remembering his former fortunes, 
how he had spent his days in the honour of his country : 
at other times thinking upon the place of his nativity, 
renowned France, the nurse and mother of his youtn ; 
and again treading with his foot ( for hands he had none) 
in sandy ground, the print of the words which he had 
heard from the mulberry-tree, and many times number- 
ing the minutes of his tedious punishment with the 
flowers of the field. But during the whole term of his 
seven years' misery, his trusty steed never once forsook 
him, but with all love and diligence attended on him 
day and night, never straying from his side ; and if ex- 
treme heat in summer, or pinching cold in winter, grew 
troublesome to him, his horse would shelter and d^end 
him. 
At last, when the term of seven years was fully ex • 

Eired, when he was to recover his former substance, and 
uman shape, his good horse, which he regarded as the 
apple of his eye, clambered a high and steep mountain, 
which nature had beautified with all kind of fra^ant 
flowers, as odoriferous as the gardens of the Hesperides ; 
from whence he pulled a branch of purple roses, and 
brought them betwixt his teeth to his distressed master, 
being still in the same disorder and discontent, under the 
mulberrv-tree. The champion of France no sooner 
beheld tnis, but he remembered that by a pu]i;>le rose 
he should recover his former shape, and so joyfully re- 
ceived the roses from his trusty steed ; then casting his 
eyes up to the celestial throne of heaven, he conveyed 
these consecrated flowers into his empty stomach. 

After which he laid him down upon the bosom of his 
mother earth, where he fell into such a sound sleep, 
that all his senses and vital spirits ceased to perform 
their usual oMces for the space of four-and-twenty 
hours, in which time the windows and doors of heaven 
were opened, from whence descended such a shower of 
rain, that it washed away his hairy coat and beast-like 
shape ; his homed head and long visage were turned, 
again into a lively countenance ; and all the rest of his 
members, both arms, legs, hands, feet, fingers, toes, 
with all the rest of nature's gifts, received their former 
shape. 
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Bat when ttM good ek«amioii awaked from his sle«p, 
and perceived the wond«rfal workman«hip of heaTen, 
in traiuforming him to his hanun likeness, he first gsfs 
houour to Almif^hty God; next, blessed the ground 
whereon he had lived so long in misery ; then beholdisg 
his armour, which laj near him, quite stained, and al- 
most spoiled with rust; his burgonetand keen-edged 
cutlass besmeared over with dust ; and lastly, pondar- 
ing in his mind the faithful service his trusty steed had 
done him, during the time of his calamity, whose saUe- 
coloured mane hung frizzling down his brawny neok, 
which before was wont to be nlatted curiously with ar- 
tificial knots ; and his f oreheaa, which was always beau- 
tified with a tawny plume of feathers, now disfigured 
with oyergroym hair, the good champion, St. Denis of 
France, was so prieved, that he stroked down his jetty 
back till the hair of his body lay as smooth as Arabian 
silk ; then pulled be out hia trusty falchion, which in 
so many fierce assaults, and dangerous combats, had 
been bathed in the blood of hia enemies, and br the 
long continuance of time lying idle, was now almost 
consumed with cankered rust; but by his labour and 
great industry, he recovered its former beauty an I 
brightness again. 

Thus both his sword and horse, his martial forniture, 
and all other habiliments of war, being brought to their 
first and proper qualities, the noble champion resolved 
to pursue his intended adventure in cutting down the 
mulberry-tree ; so taking his sword, which was of the 
purest Spanish steel, made such a stroke at the root 
thereof, that at one blow be cut it quite asunder, from 
whence immediately flashed such a mighty fiame of fire, 
that the mane was burnt from his horse's neck, and 
likewise the hair of his own head had been fired had 
not his helmet preserved him ; and no sooner was the 
flame extinguished, but there ascended from the hollow 
tree anaked virgin, (in shape like Daphne, which Apollo 
turned into a bay -tree,) fairer than Pygmalion's ivory 
ima^ or the northern snow ; her eyes more clear than 
the icy mountains, her cheeks like roses dipped in milk, 
her lips more lovely than the Turkish rubies, her ala- 
baster teeth like Indian pearls, her neck seemed an ivory 
tower, her dainty breasU a garden were milk-wlute 
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ioves sate and sunff ; the rest of natare-s lineaments a 
stain to Juno, PaUsB, or Venus : at whose excellent 
beautjr, this valiant and undaunted champion more ad- 
mired, than her wonderful transformation ; for his eyes 
were ravished with such exceeding pleasure, that his 
tonj^ue could remain no longer silent, but was forced to 
unfold the secrets of his heart, and in these terms began 
to utter his mind : 

** Thou most divine and singular ornament of nature!" 
said he, "fairer than the feath^s of the sylvan swan 
that swims upon Meander's crystal streams, and far 
more beautiful than Aurora's morning countenance, to 
thee, the fairest of all fairs, most humbly, and only to 
thy beauty, do I here submit my affections. Also I 
swear, by the honour of my knighthood, and by the love 
of my country of France, (which vow i will not violate 
for all the treasures of rich America, or the golden mines 
of Higher India, ) whether thou art an angel descended 
from heaven, or a fury ascended from the vast domi- 
nions of Proserpine; whether thou art some fairy or 
sylvan nvmph, which inhabits in the fatal wood, or else 
an earthly creature, for thy sins, transformed into this 
mulberry-tree ; I am not therefore judg^. Therefore, 
sweet samt to whom my heart must pay its true devo- 
tion, unfold to me thy birth, parentage, and name, that 
I mav the bolder presume upon thy courtesies. " At 
which demand this new-born virgin, with a shame-faced 
look, modest gesture, sober grace, and blushing counte- 
nance^ began thus to reply : 

" Sir knight, by whom mv life, my love, and fortunes 
are to be commanded, and by whom my human shi^ 
and natural form is recovered ; first know, you mag- 
nanimous champion, that I am by birth the king of 
lliessaly's daughter, and my name was called for my 
beauty, proud Eglantine : for which contemptuous pride, 
I was transformed into this mulberry-tree, in which 
green substance I have continued fourteen years. As 
for my love, thou hast deserved it before all knights in 
the world, and to thee do I plight that true promise be- 
fore the Omnipotent Judge of all things. And before 
that sacred promise shall be infringed, the sun shall 
cease to shine by day, the moon by night, and qH XJ^l^ 
planets forsake their natural order. " 
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At which words the ohhmpion gave her the courtesies 
of his conn try, aud sealed her promises with a loyiiig 

A f to r which, beautiful Efflantine, beinsf ashamed of 
her nakedness, weaved herself a garment of green rashes, 
intermixed with such variety of flowers, that it surpassed, 
for workmansliip, the Indian maidens* curious welM ; 
her curling locks of hair continued still of the colour of 
the mulberry-tree, and made her appear like Flora in 
her greatest royalty, when the fields were decked with 
nature's tapestry. 

Thus, in green vestments, she intends, in company of 
her true love, the valiant knight of France, to take her 
journey to lier father's court; where, after some few 
days' travel, they arrived safe, and were welcomed ac- 
cording to their wishes, with the most honourable en- 
tertainments. The king of Thessaly no sooner beheld 
his daughter, of whose strange transformation he was 
ignorant^ but he fell into a swoon through exceeding 
joy, but coming to his senses, he embraced her, and 
proffered such courtesy to the strange knight, that St. 
Denis accounted him the mirror of all courtesy, and the 
pattern of true nobility. 

After the champion was unarmed, his stiff and wearied 
limbs were bathed in new milk and white wine ; he was 
conveyed to a sweet-smelling fire made of juniper, and 
the fair Eglantine conducted by the maidens of honour 
to a private chamber, where she was disrobed of her 
Sylvan attire, and apparelled in long robes of purple sUk. 
In which court of Thessaly we will leave our champion 
of France with his lady, and go forward in the discourse 
of the other champions, discovering what adventures 
happened to them during the seven years. 



CHAPTER V. 

Now must my Muse speak of St. James of Spain, the 
third champion, and what happened unto him in his 
seven years travels through many a strange country by 
sea and land, where his honourable acts were so dan- 
gerous and full of wonder, that I want skill to express 
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and art to describe. Also I am forced, for brevity sake, 
to pass over his dangerous battle with the burning drake 
upon the flaming mount in Sicily, which terrible combat 
continued for the space of seven days and seven nights. 
Likewise I omit his travel in Cappadocia, through a 
wilderness of monsters ; with his passage over the Red 
Seas, where his ship was devoured with worms, his ma- 
riners drowned, and himself, his horse, and furniture, 
safely brought to land by the sea-nymphs and mermaids : 
where, after his long travels, passed perils, and danger- 
ous tempests, among the stormy billows of the raging 
seas, he arrived in the unhappy dominions of Judah ; 
unhappy by reason of the long and troublesome misery 
he endured for the love of a fair Jew. For coming to 
the beautiful city of Jerusalem, (being in that age the 
wonder of the world, for brave buildings, princely 
palaces, and wonderful temples,) he so admired the 
glorious situation thereof (being the richest place that 
ever his eyes beheld) that he stood before the walls of 
Jerusalem, one while gazing upon her golden gates, glit- 
tering against the sun's bright countenance ; another 
while beholding her stately pinnacles, whose lofty-peep- 
ing tops seemed to touch the clouds ; another while 
wondering at her towers' of jasper, jet, and ebony, her 
strong and fortified walls, three times double about the 
city, glittering spires of the temple of Sion, built in the 
fashion and similitude of the pyramids, the ancient 
monument of Greece, whose battlements were covered 
with steel, the walls burnished with silver, the ground 
paved with tin. Thus, as this noble and famous knight 
at arms stood beholding the situation of Jerusalem, 
there suddenly thundered such a peal of ordnance within 
the city, that it seemed, in his ravished conceit, to 
shake the veil of heaven, and to move the deep founda- 
tions of the fastened earth ; whereat his horse gave such 
a sudden start, that he leaped ten feet from the place 
whereon he stood. After this, he heard the sound of 
drums, and the cheerful echoes of brazen trumpets, by 
which the valiant champion expected some honourable 
pastime or some great tournament to be at hand ; whicU 
indeed so fell out ; for no sooner did he cast his eyes 
towards the east side of the city, but he beheld a troo\» 
of well-appointed horse come marcliing l\iiou^ \iVM 
D 
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gates ; after them twelve anned knights mounted on 
twelve vrarlike coursers, bearing in their hands twelve 
bluo<l-red streamers, whereon was wrought in silk the 
picture of Adonis wounded by a boar ; after them, the 
king drawn in a chariot by Spanish mares. The king's 
guards were a hundred naked Moors, with Turkish bows 
and darts, feathered with ravens' wings; aiter them 
marched Celestine, the king of Jerusalem's fair daughter, 
mounted on a tame unicorn. In her hand a javelin of 
silver, and armed with a breast-plate of gold, artificiaBy 
wrought like the scales of a porcupine ; her jg;uard irere 
one hundred Amazonian dames clad in green silk : after 
them followed a number of esquires and gentlemen, some 
upon Barbarian steeds, some upon Arabian paU^ys, 
and some on foot, in pace more nimble than the trip- 
ping deer, and more swift than the tamest hart upon the 
mountains of Thessaly. 

Thus Nebuzaradan, great king of Jerusalem, (for so 
he was called,) solemnly hunted in the wilderness of 
Judah, being a country very much annoyed with wild 
beasts, as the lion, the leopard, the boar, and such like; 
in which exercise the king appointed, as it was pro- 
claimed by his chief herald at arms, (which he heard re- 
peated by the shepherd in the fields.) that whosoever 
slew the first wild beast in the forest should have in re- 
ward a corselet of steel, so richly engraven that it should 
be worth a thousand shekels of silver. Of which 
honourable enterprise when the champion had under- 
standing, and with what liberal bounty the adventurous 
knight would be rewarded, his heart was fraught with 
invincible courage, thirsting after glorious attempts^ not 
only for hope of gain, but for the desire of honour, at 
which his illustrious and undaunted mind aimed, to 
eternise his deeds in the memorable records of fame, 
and to shine as a crystal mirror to all ensuing times. 
So closing down his beaver, and locking on his furniture 
he scoured over the plains before the hunters of Jeru- 
salem, in pace more swift than the winged winds, till he 
approached an old unfrequented forest, wherein he espied 
a huge and mighty wild boar, lying before his mossy 
den, gnawing upon the mangled joints of some passenger 
which he had murdered as he travelled through the 
forest 
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This boar was of wonderful length and bigness, and 
so terrible to behold, that at first sight he almost daunted 
the courage of the Spanish knight : for his monstrous 
head seemed ugly and deformed, his eyes sparkled like 
a fiery furnace, his tusks more sharp than pikes of steel, 
and from his nostrils fumed such a violent breath, that 
it seemed like a tempestuous whirlwind; his bristles 
were more hard than seven times melted brass, and his 
tail more loathsome than a wreath of snakes. Near 
whom when' St. James approached, and beheld how he 
drank the blood of human creatures, and devoured their 
flesh, he blew his silver horn, which as then hung at 
the pommel of his saddle, in a scarf of green silk; 
whereat the furious monster turned himself, and most 
fiercely assailed the noble champion, who most nimbly 
leaped from his horse, and with his spear struck such a 
violent blow upon the breast of the boar, that it shivered 
into twenty pieces ; then drawing his falchion from his 
side, he gave a second encounter, but all in vain, for he 
struck as it were upon a rock of stone, or a pillar of 
iron, not hurting the boar : but at last, with staring 
eyes and open jaws, the greedy monster assailed the 
champion, intending to swallow him alive ; but the 
nimble knight, as then, trusted more to policy than for- 
titude, and so skipped from place to place, till on a 
sudden he thrust his keen-edged cuttle-axe down his 
throat, and split his heart asunder. Which being ac- 
complished to his own desire, he cut off the boar's head, 
and so presented the honour of the combat to the king 
of Jerusalem, who, with his mighty train of knights, 
but now entered the forest ; who having graciously re- 
ceived the gift, and bountifully fulfilled his promises, 
demanded the champion's country, his religion, and 
place of his nativity. But no sooner had intelligence 
that he was a Christian knight, and born in the territo- 
ries of Spain, but presently his kindness changed to a 
great fury, and by these words expressed his anger to 
the Christian champion : 

•• Knowest thou not, bold knight," said the king of 
Jerusalem, •• that it is the law of Judah to harbour no 
uncircumcised man, but either to banish him out of the 
land, or end his days by some untimely death 1 Thou 
art a -Christiani and therefore shtlt dia *. not «3i \]Dq 
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country's treasurci. the wealthy Spanish mines, \ 
all the Alps, which diTide the countries of Italy 
Y' Spain, were turned to hills of burnished gold, and i 

my lawful heritage, they should not redeem thy 
Yet for the honour thou hast done in Jndah I grant \ 
this favour by the law of arms, to choose thy det 
else hadst thou suffered most grierous torment." ^THl 
severe judgment so amaied the champion, that desi 
rately he would have killed himself with his own swoi 
but that he thought it more honour to his country 
die in the defence of Christendom. So, like a tn 
noble knight, fearing not the threats of the Jews, 
gave his sentence of his own death. First, he request 
to be bound to a pine-tree, with his breast laid op 
uaked against the sun ; then to have an hour's resp; 
to make his supplication to his Creator ; and afterwai 
to be shot to death by a true virgin. 

Which words were no sooner pronounced, but th 
disarmed him of his furniture, bound him to a pine-tn 
and laid his breast open, ready to receive the bloo< 
stroke of some unrelenting maiden : but such pit 
meekness, mercy, and kind lenity lodged in the het 
of every maiden, that none would take in hand, or 
the bloody executioner of so brave a knight. At Is 
the tyrannous Nebuzaradan gave strict commandmei 
upon pain of death, that lots should be cast betwixt t 
maids of Judah that were there present, and, to who 
the lot fell, she should be the fatal executioner of t! 
condemned Christian. But by chance the lot fell 
Celestine, the king's daughter, being the fairest ma 
then living in Jerusalem, in whose heart no such de 
of cruelty could be harboured. Instead of deatt 
fatal instrument, she shot towards his breast a dee 
strained sigh, the true messenger of love, and afte 
wards to Hearen she thus made her humble supplicatioi 

*' Thou great Commander of celestial moving powei 
convert iLe cruel motions of my father's mind into 
spring of pitiful tears, that they may wash away tl 
blood of this ins.ocent knight from the habitation of I 
stained purple soul. O Judah and Jerusalem, with 
whose bosoms live a wilderness of tigers, degenera 
from natures kind, more cruel than the hungry canu 
bals, and more obdurate \haii uu\Axa«^ \\n\)A\ '^^TV 
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mercUest tigers can unrip that breast, where lives the 
image of true nobility, the very pattern of knighthood, 
and the map of a noble mind ? No, no, before my hand 
shall be stained with Christians' blood, I will, like Seylla, 
against all nature, sell my country's safety, or, like 
Medea, wander with the golden fleece to oiJuiown na- 
tions." 

In snch manner complained the beauteous Celestine, 
the king's daughter of Jerusalem, till her sighs stopped 
the passage of her speech, and her tears stained the na- 
tural beauty of her rosy cheeks : her hair, which glit- 
tered like to golden wires, she besmeared in dust, and 
disrobed herself of her costly garments ; and then, with 
a train of her Amazonian ladies, went to the king her 
father, where, after a long suit, she not only obtoined 
his life, but liberty; yet therewithal his perpetual 
banishment f^om Jerusalem, and firom all the borders 
of Judah : the want of whose sight more grieved her 
heart than the loss of her own life. So this noble and 
praiseworthy Celestine returns to the Christian cham- 
pion, who expected every minute to be put to death : 
but this expectation fell out contrary ; for the good lady, 
after she had sealed two or three kisses upon his pale 
lips, being changed through the fear of death, cut the 
bands that bound his body to the tree into many pieces ; 
and then, with a flood of salt tears, the motions of true 
love, she thus revealed her mind : 

" Most noble knight, and true champion of Christen- 
dom, thy life and liberty I have gained, but therewith 
thy banishment from Judah, which is a hell of horror 
to my soul ; for in thy bosom have I built my happi- 
ness, and in thy heart I account the paradise of my true 
love : thy first sight and lovely countenance did ravish 
me ; for when these eyes beheld thee mounted on thy 
princely palfrey, my heart burned in affection towards 
thee. Therefore, dear knight, in reward of my love, be 
thou my champion, and for my sake wear this ring, 
with this poesy engraven in it, Ardeoaffeciione,** And 
so giying him a ring firom her finger, and therewithal a 
kiss from her mouth, she departed with a sorrowful «l%\v, 
in company of her father and the rest of hia'VvoxLOxxYQXikX^ 
train, back to the city of Jerusalem, being aa theuixeax 
tife setting of the sun. But now St. James , the cVvwa^B^oxk 
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of Spain, haring escaped the danger of death, 
at full liberty to depart from that unhappy nation, 
fell into many cogitations, one while thinking upon 1 
true love of Celestine, (whose name as yet he was 
norant of.) another while upon the cruelty of her 
ther; then intending to depart into his own count 
but looking back to the towers of Jerusalem, his mi 
suddenly altered, for thither he purposed to go, hopi 
to have sight of his lady and mistress, and to live 
some disguised sort in her presence, and be his lov 
true champion against all comers. So gathering cert 
black berries from the trees, he coloured his body 
over like a Blackmoor ; but yet, considering that 
country's speech would discover him, intended likew 
to continue dumb all the time of his residence in Jei 
salem. 

So all things ordered according to his desire, he tc 
his journey to the city, wiiere with signs he declared 
intent, which was, to be entertained in the court, { 
to spend his time in the service of the king. Wh^ 
countenance when the king beheld, which seemed of i 
natural colour of the Moors, he littU mistrusted him 
be the Christian champion, whom before he grea 
envied, but accounted him one of the bravest Ind 
knights that ever his eye beheld ; therefore he instal 
him with the honour of knighthood, and appointed 1 
to be one of his guard, and likewise his daughter's o: 
champion. Thus when St. James of Spain saw hims 
invested in that honourable place, his soul was ravlsl 
with such exceeding joy, that he thought no pleasi 
comparable to his, no place of Elysium but the court 
Jerusalem, and no goddess but his beloved Celestine. 

Long continued he dumb, casting forth many a lov 
sigh in the presence of his lady and m;stress, not kno 
ing how to reveal the secrets of his mind. 

So upon a time there arrived in the court of Nebu 
radan the king of Arabia, with the admiral of Babyl 
both presuming upon the love of Celestine, and crav: 
her in the way of marriage ; but she exempted all th 
motions of love from her chaste mind, only building 1 
thoughts upon the Spanish knight, who she supposed 
be in bis own country. 
Af whose mcJancholy pasaioni Viw \tft^w\.>M 
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suitors, the king of Arabia and the admiral of Babylon, 
marvelled ; and therefore intended upon an evening to 
present her with some rare devised mask. So choosing 
out fit consorts for their courtly pastimes, of which 
number the king of Arabia was chief and first leader of 
the train, the great admiral of Babylon was the second, 
and her own champion, St. James, the third, who was 
called by the name of the "Dumb Knight;'* in this 
manner the mask vras performed : 

First entered a most excellent concert of music ; after 
them the aforesaid maskers in cloth of gold, and most 
curiously embroidered, and danced about the hall ; at 
the end whereof the king of Arabia presented Celestine 
with a costly sword, at the hilt whereof hung a silver 
gluve, and upon the point was erected a golden crown. 
Then the music sounded another course, of which the 
admiral of Babylon was leader, who presented her with 
a vesture of pure silk, of the colour of the rainbow, 
brought in by Diana, Venus, and Juno. "Which being 
done, the music sounded the third time ; in which course, 
St. James, though unknown, was the leader of the dance, 
who, at the end thereof, presented Celestine with a gar- 
land of sweet flowers, which was brought in by three 
Graces, and put upon her head. Afterwards the Chris- 
tian champion, intending to discover himself unto his lady 
and mistress, took her by the hand, and led her to a 
stately Morisco dance, which was no sooner finished 
but he offered her the diamond ring which she gave him 
at his departure in the woods, which she presently knew 
by the poesy, and shortly after had intelligence of his 
dumbness, his counterfeit colour, his changing of nature, 
and the great danger he put himself to for her sake ; 
which caused her, with all the speed she could possibly 
make, to break off company, and to retire into a cham- 
ber which she had by, where the same evening she had 
a long conference with her faithful lover and adventurous 
champion. And to conclude, they made an agreement 
betwixt them, that the same night, unknown to any in 
the court, she bade Jerusalem adieu, and by the light of 
Cynthia's glittering beams stole from her father's palace, 
where in company of none but St. 3a.me%,«Jtv^\.QQ>K'"VvK^ 
journey towards the country o! Spain. "BmV. V}ciN& wO^Jya 
knJght ^7 poiicjr prevented aW euaum^ ^wv^e^'a* ^«^ '^^ 
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■bod hli horso backwards, whereby, when tbey were 
mlued in the court, they might be followed the con- 
trary way. 

By this means escaped the two lovers from the fary 
of the Jews, and arrived safely in Spain, in the city of 
Seville, wherein the brave champion, St. James, was 
born ; where now we leave them for a time to their own 
contented minds. Also passing over the disturbances 
in Jerusalem for the loss of Celestine, the vain pursuits 
of adventurous knights, the preparing of fresh horses to 
follow them, the frantic passions of the king for his 
daughter, the melancholy moan of tlie admiral of Baby- 
lon for his mistress, and the woful lamentation of the 
Arabian king for his lady and love, we will return to 
the adventures of the other Christian champions. 



CHAPTER VI. 
It was the same time of the year when the earth was 
newly decked with the summer's livery, when the noble 
champion, St. Anthony of Italy, arrived in Thracia, 
where he spent his seven years' travels to the honour of 
his country, the glory of Ood, and to his own still last- 
ing memory. For after he had wandered through woods 
and wildernesses, by- hills and dales, by caves and dens, 
and other unknown passages, he arrived at last upon the 
top of a high mountain, whereon stood a wonderful strong 
castle, which was kept by the most mighty giant under 
the cope of heaven, whose puissant force all Thrace could 
not overcome, nor once attempt to withstand, but with 
the danger of their whole country. The giant's name 
was Blanderon, his castle of the purest marble stone, 
his gates of brass ; and over the principal gate were 
graven these verses following : 

Within this castle lives the scourge of kings, 
A furious giant, whose unconquer'd power 
The Thracian monarch in subjection brings. 
And keeps his daughters pris'ners in his tower : 
Seven damsels fair this monstrous giant keeps, 
That sing htm music while he nightly sleeps. 

His bars of steel a thousand knights have felt, 

Which for these virgins' sake nave lost their lives; 
For all the champions bold that with him dealt. 
This most inhuman giant sl\\V suvvwei-. 
Let simple passengers lake heed bev\n\e, ^ 
•^"••a un tltjui iQOHutjtin Ihev intend to r.\\tT\ ^ 
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But knights of worth, and men of noble mind. 

If any chance to travel by this tower, 
That for these maidens' sake will be so kind 
lo try their strength against the giant's power, 
Shall have a virgin's prayer both day and night. 
To prosper them with good successful fight. 

After he had read what was written over the gate, 
desire of fame so encouraged him, and the thirst of 
honour so emboldened his valiant mind, that he vowed 
either to redeem these ladies from their servitude, or 
die with honour by the fury of the giant. So going to 
the castle gate, he struck bo vehemently thereon with 
the pommel of his sword, that it sounded like a thunder- 
clap. Whereat Blanderon suddenly started up, being 
fast asleep by a fountain side, and came pacing forth of 
the gate, with an oak tree upon his neck ; who, at the 
sight of the Italian champion, so lightly flourished it 
about his head, as though it had been a little cuttle-axe, 
and with these words gave the noble champion enter- 
tainment : 

••What fury hath incensed thy overboldened mind, 
thus to adventure thy feeble force against the violence 
of my strong arms 1 I tell thee, hadst thou the strength 
of Hercules, who bore the mountain Atlas on his Bhoul> 
ders, or the policy of Ulysses, by which the city of 
Troy was ruined, or the might of Xerxes, whose multi- 
tudes drank up the rivers as they passed ; yet all too 
feeble, weak, and impotent to encounter with the mighty 
giant Blanderon ; thy force I esteem as a blast of wind, 
and thy strokes as a few drops of water. Therefore 
betake thee to thy weapon, which I compare to a bul- 
rush, for on this ground will I measure out thy grave, 
and after that will hurl thy feeble palfrey with one ot 
my hands Iieadlong down this steep mountain." 

Thus boasted the vain-glorious giant upon his own 
strength. During which time the valiant champion had 
alighted from his horse, where, after he had made his 
humble supplication to the heavens for his good speed, and 
committed his fortune to the imperial queen of destiny, 
he approached within the giant's reach, who with his great 
oak so nimbly bestirred him with such vehement blows « 
that they seemed to shake the earth, andtoiaUVel^vti-w^V^ 
of the castle like thundei-clBipa ; and had not t"Vv« -^oVAXa 
k/j/^bt continually skipped from the fury ot VvV* \Ao\i%* 
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he had been •oon killed, for ererj stroke the giant gave 
the root of hit oak entered at the least two or three 
inches Into the ground. But sach was the wisdom and 
policy of the worthy champion not to withstand the force 
of his weapon till the giant grew breathless, and not 
Able, through his long labour, to lift the oak aboTe his 
head ; and likewise the heat of the sun was so intokr^ 
able, (by reason of the extreme height of the mountdn, 
and the mighty weight of his iron coat,) that the sweat 
of the giant's brows ran into his eyes, and by reason he 
was so extreme fat, he grew so blind, that he could not 
Si'e to combat with him any longer; and, as far as he 
cuuld perceive, would have retired or run back agaia 
into his castle, but that the Italian champion with a l>old 
courage assailed the giant so 6ercely, that he was forced 
to let his oak fall, and stand gasping for breath ; which 
when this noble knight l>eheld, with a fresh supply he 
redoubled his blows so courageously, that they fell on 
the giant's armour like a storm of winter's hail, where- 
by at last Blanderon was compelled to ask the champion 
mercy, and to crave at his bauds some respite of breath- 
ing ; but his demand was in vain, for the valiant knight 
supposed now or never to obtain the honour of the day, 
and therefore rested not his weary arm, but redoubled 
blow after blow, till the giant, for want of breath, and 
through the anguish of his deep-gashed wounds, was 
forced to give tiie world a farewell, and to yield the 
riches of his castle to the most renowned conqueror, St. 
Anthony, the champion of Italy. But by the time the 
long and dangerous encounter was finished, and the 
giant Blanderou's head was severed from his body, the 
sun sat mounted on the highest part of the elements, 
which caused the day to be extreme hot and sultry; 
the champion's armour so scalded him, that he was con- 
strained to unbrace his cors»let, and to lay aside his 
burgonct, and to cast his body upon the cold earth, to 
mitigate his extreme heat. But such was the unnatural 
coolness of the earth, the vapours of it struck presently 
to his heart, by which his vital air of life was excluded, 
and his body lay without sense or moving ; where, at 
the mercy of pale death, he lay bereaved for the space 
of an hour. 
During which time, fait UoaaWuiSLC V^xv^ ol >\\si ^k^^- 
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ten of the Thracian king, being as then prisoner in the 
castle) by chance looked over the walls, and espied the 
body of the giant headless, under whose subjection she 
had continued, in great servitude, for the time of seven 
months, likewise by him a knight unarmed, as she 
thought, panting for breath, which the lady judged to 
be the knight that had slain the giant Blanderon, and 
the man by whom her delivery should be recovered; 
■he presently descended the walls of the castle, and ran 
with all speed to the adventurous champion, whom she 
found dead. But yet being nothing discouraged of his 
recovery, feeling as yet warm bluod in every member, 
retired back with all speed to the castle, and fetched a 
box of precious balm, which the giant was wont to pour 
into his wounds after his encounter with any knight. 
With which balm the courteous lady chafed every part 
of the breathless champion's body ; one while washing 
his stiff limbs with her salt tears, which like pearls fell 
from her eyes ; another while drying them with tresses 
of her golden hair, which hung dangling in the wind ; 
then cha6ng his lifeless body again with a balm of a 
contrary nature ; but yet no sign of life could she see in 
the dead knight, which caused her to despair of his re- 
covery. Therefore, like a loving, meek, and kind lady, 
considering he had lost his life for her sake, she in- 
tended to bear him company in death, and with her own 
hands to finish her days, and die upon his breast, as 
Thisbe died upon the breast of her true Pyramis. There- 
fore, as the swan sings awhile before her death, so this 
sorrowful lady warbled forth this swan-like song over 
the body of the noble champion : 

Muses, come mourn with doleful melody. 

Kind sylvan nymphs, that sit in rosy bowers, 
"With brackish tears come mix your harmony. 
To wail with me both minutes, days, and hours ; 
A heavy, sad, and swan-iike song sing I, 
To ease my heart awhile before 1 die. 

Dead is the knight for whom I live and die. 

Dead is the knight which for my sake is stain ; 
Dead is the knight for whom my careful cry. 

With wounded soul, for ever shall complain. 
A heavy, sad, and swan-like song smg I, etC' 

1*11 lay my breast upon a silver stream, 

And swim in Elysium's lily fields; 
There, in ambrosia trees, I'll write a Iheme 

Ota/j the wotiil sighs my sorrow y\e\d*. 

A Heavy, sad, and swan- 1 ike song s.in* \, t\c. 
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She had no sooner ended, but the desperate lady im- 
sheathed the champion's sword, which was besprhikled 
with the giant's blood, and being at the rery point to 
execute her intended tragedy, and the sharp-edged 
weapon directly against her breast, she heard the dis- 
tressed knight give a terrible groan ; whereat she stop- 
ped her remorseless hand, and with more discretion 
tendered her own safety. For by this time the balm 
wherewith she anointed his body, by wonderful op«a- 
tion, recovered the champion, insomuch that, after 
some few gasps and deadly sighs, he rabed up his stiff 
limbs from the cold earth, where, like one cast into a 
trance, for a time he gazed up and down the mountain, 
but at last, having recovered his lost senses, espied the 
Thracian damsel standing by, not able to speak one 
word, her joy so abounded ; but after some time he re- 
vealed to her the manner of his dangerous encounter 
and successful victory ; and she the cause of his reco- 
very, and her intended tragedy. Where, after many 
kind salutations, she courteously took him by the hand, 
and led him into the castle, where for that night she 
lodged his weary limbs in an easy bed stuffed with turtle- 
feathers and softest thistle-down. 

The noble-minded knight slept soundly after his dan- 
gerous battle till golden Phoebus bade him good-morrow. 
Then rising out of his bed, he attired himself, not in his 
wonted habiliments of war, but in purple garments, and 
intended to overview the rarities of the castle : but the 
lady Rosalinde was busied in preparing delicates for his 
repast, where, after he had refreshed himself with a 
dainty banquet, he, by the advice of Rosalinde, stripped 
the giant from his iron furniture, and left his naked 
body upon a craggy rock, to be devoured by hungry 
ravens ; which being done, the Thracian virgin dis- 
covered all the castle to the adventurous champion. 
First she led him to a leaden tower, where hung a hun- 
dred well-approved corslets, with other martial furniture, 
which were the spoils of such knights as he had violently 
slain. After that, she brought him to a stable, wherein 
stood a hundred pampered jades, which daily fed upon 
human flesh ; against it was placed the giant's own 
lodging ; his bed was of iron, corded with mighty bars 
of stool; the tester, ox covcxVn^, ol ctcr*^^ \>x««a •, w^^^ 
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curtains were of leaves of gold ; and the rest uf a strange 
and wonderful substance, of the colour of the element. 
After this, she led him to a broad pond of water, more 
clear than quicksilver, the streams whereof lay con- 
tinually as smooth as crystal, whereon .swam six milk- 
white swans, with crowns of gold about their necks. 

*• Oh here,** said the Thracian lady, " begins the hell 
of all my grief 1" At which words a shower of tears 
ran from her eyes, that for a time they stayed the pas- 
sage of her tongue. But having discharged her heart 
ftota a few sorrowful sighs, she began in this manner to 
tell her fore-passed fortunes : 

*' These six milk-white swans, most hononrable 
knight, you behold swimming in the river," quoth the 
lady Rosalinde, *'be my natural sisters, botli by birth 
and blood, and all daughters to the king of Thrace, 
being now governor of this unhappy country ; and the 
beginning of our imprisonment began in this unfortu- 
nate manner : 

*' The king, my father, ordained a solemn hunting to 
be held through the land, in which honourable pastime 
myself, in company of my six sisters, was present. So 
in the middle of our sports, when the lords and barons 
of Thracia were in chase after a mighty she-lion, the 
heavens suddenly began to lour, the firmaments overcast 
and a general darkness overspread the face of the whole 
earth : then presently arose such a storm of lightning 
and thunder, as though heaven and earth had met to- 
gether ; by which our lordly troops of knights and 
barons were separated one from another, and we poor 
ladies forced to seek for shelter under the bottom of this 
high mountain ; where when this cruel giant Blanderon 
espied us, as he walked upon his battlements, he sud- 
denly descended the mountain, and fetched us all under 
his arm up into the castle, where ever since we have 
lived in great servitude ; and for the wonderful trans- 
formation of my six sisters thus, it came to pass as fol- 
loweth : 

*• Upon a time the giant, being overcharged with wine, 
grew enamoured with our beauties, and desired much to 
enjoy the pleasure of our virginities: out eT.ee\\«tv\, 
gifts of vatare so indamed his mind with \ust, lYiaX. Acv^ 
troaJd bare forced us every one to satiate "iiia ivoS^i. 
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desires. He took my six sisters, one bj one, into his 
lodging, thinking to deflower them ; but their etmest 
prayers so prevailed in the sight of Ood, that he pre- 
served their cha«tilies by a most strange and wonderful 
miracle, and turned their comely bodies into the shape 
of milk-white swans, in the same form as here you see 
them swimming. So when this monstroos giant saw 
that his intent was crossed, and how there was none 1^ 
behind to supplant his want but my mifortanate seUi 
he restrained his filthy lust, not violating my honour 
with any stain of infamy, but kept me ever since ft 
most pure virgin, only with sweet inspiring musie to 
bring him to his sleep. 

*' Thus have you heard, most noble knigbt, the true 
discourse of my most unhappy fortunes, and the won- 
derful transformation of my six sisters, whose loss to 
this day is greatly lamented throughout all Thracia.** 
And with that word she made an end of her tragical 
discourse, not able to utter the rest for weeping. 
"Whereat the knight, being oppressed then with like 
sorrow, embraced her, and thus kindly began to com- 
fort her : 

" Most dear and kind lady, within whose countenance 
I see how virtue is enthroned, and in whose mind lives 
true magnanimity, let these words sufllce to comfort 
thy sorrowful thoughts. First, think that the heavens 
are most beneficial unto thee in preserving thy chastity 
from the giant's insatiate desires ; secondly, for thy de- 
livery by my means from the slavish servitude ; thirdly 
and lastly, that thou, remaining in thy natural shape 
and likeness, may live to be the means of thy sister's 
transformation ; therefore dry up these crystal-pearled 
tears, and bid thy long-continued sorrows adieu, for 
grief is companion with despair, and despair a procurer 
of infamous death." 

Thus the woful Thracian lady was comforted by the 
noble Christian champion ; where, after a few kind 
greetings, they intended to travel to her father's court, 
thereto relate what happened to her sisters in the castle, 
likewise the giant's confusion, and her own safe delivery, 
by the illustrious prowess of the Christian knight. So, 
taking the keys of the castle, which were of a wonder* 
tu} weight, they locked up tVi© ^ax«a» wA'^*«»^\i«oft.Nsi> 
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hand down the steep mountain till they approached the 
Thracian court, which was distant from the castle about 
ten miles : but by the time they had a sight of the 
palace the night approached, which discontented the 
weary travellers; but at last, coming to her father's 
gates, they heard a solemn sound of bells ringing the 
funeral knell of some noble state. The cause of which 
they demanded of the porter, who in this manner ex- 
pressed the truth of the matter to them : 

•• Fair lady and most renowned knight.** said the 
porter, ** for so you seem both by your speeches and 
honourable demands, the cause of this ringing is for 
the loss of the king's seven daughters, the number of 
which bells be seven, called after the names of the seven 
princesses, which never yet have ceased their doleful 
melody since the departure of the unhappy ladies, nor 
ever must until news be heard of their safe return.** 

"Then now their tasks are ended," said the noble- 
minded Rosalinde, " for we bring news of the seven 
princesses' abode." At which words the porter, being 
ravished with joy, in all haste ran to the steeple, and 
caused the bells to cease ; whereat the king of Thracia, 
hearing the bells cease their wonted melody, suddenly 
started up from his princely seat, and like a man amazed 
ran to the palace-gate, whereat he found his daughter 
Rusalinde in company of a strange knight. Which 
-when he beheld, his joy so exceeded, that he swooned 
in his daughter's bosom ; but being recovered to his 
former sense, he brought them up into his princely hall, 
where their entertainments were so honourable in the 
eyes of the whole court, that it were too tedious to des- 
cribe : but their joy was presently dashed with Rosa- 
linde's tragical discourse ; for the good old king, when 
he heard of his daughters* transformation, and how 
they lived in the shape of milk-white swans, he rent 
his locks of silver hair, which time had dyed with the 
pledge of wisdom; his rich embroidered garments he 
tore in many pieces, and clad his aged limbs in a dismal, 
black, and sable mantle ; also he commanded that his 
knights and adventurous champions, instead of glitter- 
ing armour, should wear the weeds of dea.O;i, taot^ 
black in hue than MfiQtcr*a darkest mght&\ %xA «iJ2L 
ibe eoarUr ladies and gaJknt Thracian ma^4eiia»VoA\»vl 
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of silken vestmenUi, he commanded to wear both hc^a^ 
tad, and melancholy ornaments, and eren, as ua ^ if 
solemn funeral, to attend him to the giant's castle, wd 
there obsequiously to offer up unto the angry Destinies 
many a bitter sigh and tear in remembrance of lus 
transformed daughters ; ^vhich decree of the sorrowful 
Thracian king was performed with all convenient speed; 
fur the next morning, no sooner had Phoebus cast his 
beauty into the king's bedchamber, but he apparelled 
himself in mourning garments, and in company of his 
melancholy train set forward to his woful pilgrimage. 
But here we must not forget the princely -minded cham- 
pion of Italy, nor the noble-minded Rosalinde, who, at 
the kings departure towards the castle, craved leave to 
stay behind, and not so suddenly to begin new travels ; 
wherefore the king condescended, considering their late 
journey the evening before. So taking the castle-keys 
from the champion, he bade his palace adieu, and com- 
mitted his fortune to his sorrowful journey ; where we 
leave him in a world of discontented passions, and awhile 
discourse of what happened to the Christian champion 
and his beloved lady. After staying some time in the 
palace, he took Rosalinde by the hand, being then weep- 
ing for want of her father, to whom the noble knight in 
this manner expressed his intended departure : 

•• My most devoted lady and mistress," said the 
champion, " a second Dido for thy love, a stain to Venus 
for thy beauty, Penelope's compare for constancy, and 
for chastity the wonder of all maids ; the faithful love 
that hitherto I have found since my arrival for ever 
shall be shrined in my heart, and before all ladies under 
the cope of heaven thou shalt live and die my love's 
true goddess ; and for thy sake I'll stand as champion 
against all knights in the world; but to impair the 
honour of my knighthood, and to live like a carpet- 
dancer in the lap of ladies, I will not ; though I can 
tune a lute in a prince's chamber, I can sound a fierce 
alarm in the field. Honour calls me forth, dear Rosa- 
linde, and Fame intends to buckle on my armour, which 
now lies rusting in the idle courts of Thrace. Therefore 
J am constrained (though most unwillingly) to leave the 
omfortable sight of thy beauty, uxvd cotumit my for- 
ce to a iojiger travel ; but 1 violes\,» vi\\<iXfe%Q<iN%x \ 
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come, or in wnat region soever I be harboured, there 
will I maintain, to the loss of my life, that both thy love, 
constancy, beauty, and chastity, surpasseth all dames 
alive ; and with this promise, my most divine Rosa- 
linde, 1 bid thee farewell." But before the honourable- 
minded champion could finish what he proposed to 
utter, the lady, being wounded inwardly with extreme 
grief, not able to endure to keep silent any longer, but, 
with the tears falling from her eyes, broke off his 
speech in this manner : 

•• Sir knight," said she, *'by whom my liberty hath 
been obtained, the name of lady and mistress, where- 
with you entitle me, is too high and proud a name ; but 
rather call me handmaid, for on thy noble person will I 
evermore attend. It is not Thrace can harbour mo 
when thou art absent ; and before I do forsake thy com- 
pany and kind fellowship, heaven shall be no heaven, 
the sea no sea, nor the earth no earth ; but if thou 
provest inconstant, these tender hands of mine shall 
never be unclasped, but hang on thy horse's bridle, till 
my body, like Theseus 's son, be dashed asunder against 
hard flinty stones : therefore forsake me not, dear knight 
of Christendom. If ever Camina proved true to her 
Sinatus. or Alstone to her lover, Rosalinde will be as 
true to thee." So with this plighted promise she caught 
liira fast about the neck, from which she would not 
unclose her hands till he had vowed, by the honour of 
true chivalry, to make her his sole companion and only 
partner of his travels. 

They being both agreed, she was most trimly attired 
like a page in green sarcenet, her hair bound up most 
cunningly with a silk list, artificially wrought with curious 
knots, that she might travel without suspicion or ble- 
mish of honour ; her rapier was a Turkish blade, and 
her poniard of the finest fashion, which she wore at 
her back, tied with an orange tawny-coloured scarf, 
beautified with tassels of silk; her buskins of the 
smoothest kid-skins, her spurs of the purest Lydian 
steel. But to be brief, all things being in readiness for 
their departure, this famous worthy knight mck\xvk\.^^ wv 
his eager steed, and Rosalinde on iiei geTil\e "^vMx«l A^ 
pace more easy than the winged winds, ox «^ <ioOiL-\iQ*X 
aoatiog upon crystal streams, t\ie^ boV\v \>«Aft «A\wQ.\.'^ 
E 
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llie country of Tliracia, and committed their journey to 
the queen of chance : therefore smile heavens, and 
guide them with a most happy star, until they arrive 
where their souls do most desire. The bravest and 
boldest knight that ever wandered by the way, and the 
loveliest lady that ever eye beheld. 

In whose travels my muse must leave them for a 
season, and speak of the Thracian mourners, who by 
this time had watered the earth with abundance of their 
ceremonious tears, and made the elements true witnesses 
of their sad lamentations, as hereafter followeth in this 
next chapter. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Now of the honourable adventures of St. Andrew, the 
famous champion of Scotland, must I discourse, whose 
seven years* travels were as strange as any of the other 
champions. For after he had departed from thebraxen 
pillar, as you heard in the beginning of the history, he 
travelled through many strange and unknown nations, 
beyond the circuit of the sun, where but one time in 
the year he shows his bright beams, but continual dark- 
ness overspreads the whole country, and there lives a 
kind of people that have heads like dogs, that in extre- 
mity of hunger do devour one another, from which 
people this noble champion was strangely delivered ; 
where after he had wandered certain days, neither see- 
ing the gladsome brightness of the sun, nor the com- 
fortable countenance of the moon, but only guided by 
the planets of the elements, he happened to come to a 
vale of walking spirits, which he supposed to be the 
very dungeon of burning Acheron : there he heard the 
blowing of unseen fires, boiling of furnaces, rattling of 
armour, trampling of horses, jingling of chains, lum- 
bering of iron, rearing of spirits, and such-like horrid 
noises, that it made the Scottish champion almost at his 
wit's end. But yet, having an undaunted courage, ex- 
empting all fear, he humbly made his su])plication to 
heaven, that God \vo\xU\ AeWvet \\\ycv ^xqvo. vVvtiA. -^lojce of 
ter TOT ; and so pveaeuUy , aa \.\ve c\xTva\\yvQw Vxvvv\vi^ ^<si>«w 
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apon the barren ground, (whereon grew neither herb, 
flower, grass, nor any other green thing,) he beheld a 
certain flame of fire walking up and down before him, 
at which he stood for a time amazed, whether it were 
best to go forward, or to stand still ; but remembering 
himself how he had read in former times of a going 
fire, called Ignit Fatuut, the fire of destiny ; by some, 
. • Will with the Wisp,' or * Jack with the Lantern ;' and 
likewise, by some simple country people, *The Fair 
Maid of Ireland,' which commonly used to lead wander- 
ing traTellers out of their ways ; the like imaginations 
entered into the champion's mind. So encouraging 
liimself with his own conceits, and cheering up his dull 
senses, late oppressed with extreme fear, he directly fol- 
lowed the going fire, which so justly went before him, 
that by the time the guider of the night had climbed 
twelve degrees in the zodiac, he was safely delivered 
from the vale of walking spirits, by direction of the 
going fire. 

Now began the sun to dance about the firmament, 
which he had not seen in many months before, whereat 
his dull senses much rejoiced ; being long covered be- 
fore with darkness, every step he trod, was as pleasur- 
able as though he walked in a garden bedecked with all 
kind of flagrant fiowers. 

At last, without any further molestation, he arrived 
within the territories of Thracia, a country, as you 
have heard in the former chapter, adorned with the 
beauty of many fair woods and forests, through which 
he travelled with small rest, and less sleep, till he came 
to the foot of the mountain, whereupon stood the castle 
wherein the woful king of Thrace, in company of his 
sorrowful subjects, still lamented the unhappy destinies 
of his six daughters, turned into swans, having crowns 
of gold about their necks. When the valiant champion 
St. Andrew beheld the lofty situation of the castle, and 
the invincible strength it seemed to be of, he expected 
some strange adventure to befall him in the said castle ; 
so preparing his sword in readiness, and buckling close 
his armour, which was a shirt of silver m&.v\, lot \\^^.- 
ness in travel, he climhed the mountain, N«YveTevr^oTk.\v^ 
espied the giant lying upon a craggy lOcW, v»\xVv \C\% 
J/wbs and membera all rent and toxu "toy V^« ^>w^ ^^ 
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hanger-starved fowls ; wbich loathsome spectaele was 
no little wonder to the worthy champion, considering 
the mighty stature and bigness of the giant, ^here 
leaving his putrified body to the winds, he approached 
the gates; and, after he had read the supersoriptioa 
over the same, without any interruption entered the 
castle, whence he expected a fierce encounter by some 
knight that should have defended the same; but all 
things fell out contrary to his imagination ; for after be 
had found many a strange novelty and hidden secret 
closed in the same, he chanced at last to come where 
the Thraclana duly observed their ceremonious mourn- 
ings, which in this order were dally performed : first, 
upon Sundays, which in that country is the first day in 
the week, all the Thracians attired themselves after the 
manner of Bacchus's priests, and burned perfumed in- 
cense, with sweet Arabian frankincense, upon a reli- 
gious shrine, which they ofiiered to the Sun As chief 
governor of that day, thinking thereby to appease the 
angry Destinies, and to recover the unhappy ladies to 
their former shapes ; upon Mondays, clad in garments 
after the manner of Sylvans, a colour like to the waves 
of the sea, they ofiered up their tears to the Moon, 
being the guider and mistress of that day ; upon Tues- 
days, like soldiers, trailing their banners in the dust, 
and drums souuding sad and doleful melody, in sign of 
discontent, they committed their proceedings to the 
pleasures of Mars, being ruler and guider of that day; 
upon Wednesdays, like scholars, unto Mercury ; upon 
Thursdays, like potentates, to Love; upon Fridays, 
like lovers, with sweet-sounding music, to Venus ; and 
upon Saturdays, like manual professors, to the angry 
and discontented Saturn. 

Thus the woful Tliracian king, and his sorrowful 
subjects, consumed seven months away, one while ac- 
cusing Fortune of despite, another while the Heavens 
of injustice ; the one for his children's transformations, 
the other for their long-limited punishments. But at 
last, when the Scottish champion heard what bitter 
moan the Thracians made about the river, he demanded 
the cause, and to what purpose they observed such cere- 
mcnies, contemning the ma^e&l^ ol ^'*VQ'^a\\, ^w«lonly 
ircnbipping outwaid and. vaVa ^o^%« 1o '<«VQm ^% 
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king, after a few sad tears, strained from his aged eyef , 
replied in this manner : 

" Most noble knight, for so you seem by your gesture 
and other outward appearance," said the king, *' if you 
desire to know the cause of our continual griefs, prepare 
your ears to hear a tragical and woful tale, whereat me- 
thinks I see the elements begin to mourn, and cOTer 
their azured countenance with sable clouds. These 
milk-white swans you see, whose necks are beautified 
with golden crowns, are my six natural daughters, 
transformed into this swan-like substance by the ap- 
pointment of the gods ; for of late this castle was kept 
by a cruel giant, named Blanderon, who by Tiolence 
would have ravished them, but the heavens, to preserve 
their chastities, prevented his lustful desires, and trans- 
formed their beautiful bodies to these milk-white 
swans. And now seven years the cheerful spring hath 
renewed the earth with her summer's livery, and seven 
times the nipping winter frosts have bereaved the trees 
of leaf and bud, since first my daughters lost their 
virgin shapes ; seven summers have they swam upon 
this crystal stream. 

"Thus have you heard, most worthy knight, the 
woful tragedy of my daughters, for whose sakes I will 
spend the remnant of my days heavily, complaining of 
their long-appuinted punishments, about the banks of 
this unhappy river." Which sad discourse was no 
sooner ended, but the Scottish knight thus replied, to 
the comfort and great rejoicing of the company : 

** Most noble king," said the champion, ** your heavy 
and dolorous discourse hath constrained my heart to a 
wonderful passion, and compelled my very soul to rue 
your daughters* miseries : but yet a greater grief and 
deeper sorrow than that hath taken possession of my 
breast, whereof my eyes have been witnesses, and my 
ears unhappy hearers of your misbelief; I mean your 
unchristian faith : for I have seen, since my first arrival 
into this same castle, your profane and vain worship of 
strange and false gods, as of Phoebus, Luna, Mars, 
Mercury, and such-like poetical names, which the ma- 
jesty of high Jehuvah utterly contemns. But, m;i^v^'' 
cent governor ol ThracisL, if you seek to ieco^« "soxa 
dsu^hters by humble prayer, and to ohtaiiQ. "^om ^o>3K% 
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content by true tears, you must abandon all such vain 
ceremonies, and with true humility believe in the Chris- 
tian's God, M'hich is the God of wonders, and chief 
commander of the rolling elements, in whose quarrel 
this unconquered arm and this undaunted heart of mine 
shall fight : and now, be it known to thee, great king 
of Thrace, that I am a Christian champion, by birth a 
knight of Scotland, bearing my country's arms upon 
my breast, (for indeed thereon he bore a silver cross, set 
in blue silk ;) and therefore, in the honour of Chris- 
tendom, I challenge forth the proudest knight at arms, 
against whom I will maintain that our God is the true 
God, and the rest fantastical and vain ceremonies." 

Which sudden and unexpected challenge so daunted 
the Thracian champions, that they stood amazed for a 
time, gazing upon one another, like men dropped from 
the clouds : but at last, consulting together how the 
challenge of the strange knight was to the dishonour of 
their country, and utter scandal of all knightly dignity, 
they with a general consent craved leave of the king 
that the challenge might be taken, who as willingly 
condescended as they demanded. 

So both time and place was appointed, which was the 
next morning following, by the king's commandment, 
upon a large and plain meadow close by the river side, 
whereon the six swans were swimming; whereupon, 
after the Christian champion had cast down bis steely 
gauntlet, and the Thracian knights accepted thereof, 
every one departed for that night, the challenger to the 
east side of the castle to his lodging, and the defendants 
to the west, where they slept quietly till the next morn- 
ing, who, by the break of day, were awakened by the 
herald at arms. But all the passed night our Scottish 
champion never entertained one motion of rest, but 
busied himself in trimming his horse, buckling on his 
armour, lacing on his burgonet, and making prayers to 
the divine majesty of God, for the conquest and victory, 
till the morning's beauty chased away the darkness of 
the night ; and no sooner were the windows of the day 
full opened, but the valiant champion of Christendom 
(Mitered the lists, where the king, in company of the 
Thracian lords, was present to behold the combat ; and 
BO after St. Andrew had twice ot l\vt'v«ie ^.^^<it^L\v\a\vQt^« 
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Bp and down the lists, bravely flourishing his lance, at 
the top whereof hung a pendant of gold, whose poesy 
was thus written in silver letters, " This day a martyr 
or a conqueror." Then entered a knight in exceeding 
bright armour, mounted upon a courser as white as the 
northern snow, whose caparison was of the colour of 
the elements ; betwixt whom was a fierce encounter, 
but the Thracian had the foil, and with disgrace depart- 
ed the list. Then secondly entered another knight in 
armour, varnished with green varnish, his steed of the 
colour of an iron grey ; who likewise had the repulse 
by the worthy Christian. Thirdly entered a knight ia 
a black corselet, mounted upon a big-boned palfrey^ 
covered with a veil of sable silk ; in his hand be bore a 
lance nailed round about with plates of steel ; which 
knight among the Thrausians was accounted the strongest 
in the world, except it were those giants that descended 
from a monstrous lineage ; but no sooner encountered 
these hardy champions, but their lances shivered asunder 
and flew so violently into the air, that it much amazed 
the beholders ; then they alighted from their steeds, 
and so valiantly bestirred them with their keen falchions, 
tbat the fiery sparkles flew so fierce from these noble 
champions' steel helmets, as from an iron anvil ; but 
the combat endured not very long, before the most hardy 
Scottish knight espied an advantage wherein he might 
show his matchless fortitude ; whereupon he struck such 
a mighty blow upon the Thracian's burgonet, that it 
cleaved his head just down to his shoulders ; whereat 
the king suddenly started from his seat, and with a 
wratliful countenance threatened the champion's death 
in this manner : 

" Proud christiaii," said the king, ** thou shalt repent 
this death, and curse the time that ever thou earnest to 
Thracia : bis blood we will revenge upon thy bead, and 
quit thy committed cruelty with a sudden death :" and 
■o, in company of a hundred armed knights, he encom- 
passed the Scottish champion, intending by multitudes 
to murder him. But when the valiant knight, St. An- 
drew, saw how he was oppressed by treachery, and en.-» 
vironed with mighty troops, he called to Hea."v«n. lox 
succour, and animated himself by these "WOxAa ol ctw- 
couragement-^" Now for the lionouT ot C\vrt»\.«xA'5im* 
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this day a martyr or a conqueror ;** and therewithal -J^ 
•0 yaliantly behaved himself with his cuttle-axe, that ke 
made lanes of murdered men, and felled them down by 
multitudes, like as the harvest-men do mow down ears 
of ripened corn, whereby they fell before his face like 
leaves from trees, ^hen the summer's pride declines her 
glory. So at last, after much bloodshed, the Thracian 
king was compelled to yield to the Scottish champion's 
mercy, who swore him, for the safety of his life, to for- 
sake his profane religion, and become a Christian, whose 
living true Ood the Thracian king vowed for evermore 
to worship, and thereupon he kissed the champion's 
sword. 

This conversion of the pagan king so pleased the 
majesty of Ood, that he presently gave end to his daugh- 
ters* punishments, and turned the ladies to their former 
shapes. But when the king beheld their smooth feathers, 
which were as white as lilies, exchanged to natural fair- 
ness, and that their black bills and slender necks were 
converted to their first created beauty, he bade adieu to 
his grief and long-continued sorrows, protesting eve? 
after to continue a true Christian for the Scottish cham- 
pion's sake, by whose divine orisons his daughters ob- 
tained their former features. So taking the Christiai 
knight, in company of the six ladies, to an excellest 
rich chamber, prepared with all things according to their 
wishes, where first the Christian knight was unarmed, 
then his wounds washed with white wine, new milk, 
and rose-water, and so, after some dainty repast, con- 
veyed to his night's repose. The ladies being the joy- 
fullest creatures under heaven, never entertained one 
thought of sleep, but passed the night in their father's 
company, till the morning messengers bade them good« 
morrow. 

Thus all things being prepared in readiness, they 
departed the casUe in a triumphing manner, marching 
back to the Thracian palace with streaming banners in 
the wind, drums and trumpets sounding joyful melody, 
and with sweet inspiring music caused the air to resound 
with harmony. But no sooner were they entered the 
palace, which was in distance from the giant's castle 
about ten miles, but their triumphs turned to exceeding 
sorrow, for Roialinde, YrVt\i t\ve cYi^Mn^xQUQl \\.»Xi , ^ 
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you have heard before, was departed the eoart ; which 
unexpected news so daunted the whole company, but 
especially the king, that the triumphs for that time were 
deferred, and messengers were despatched in pursuit of 
the adventurous Italian and lovely Rosalinde. 

Likewise when St. Andrew of Scotland had intelli- 
gence, how it was one of those knights which was im- 
prisoned with him under the wicked enchantress Kalyb, 
as you heard in the beginning of the history, his heart 
thirsted fur his most honourable company, and his eyes 
seldom closed quietly, nor took any rest, until he was 
likewise departed in the pursuit of his sworn friend, 
which was the next night following, without making 
any acquainted with his intent. Likewise when the six 
ladies understood the secret departure of the Scottish 
champion, whom they affected dearer than any knight 
in the world, they stored themselves M'ith sufficient 
treasure, and by stealth took their journeys from their 
father's palace, intending either to find out the vic- 
torious and approved knight of Scotland, or to end their 
lives in some foreign region. 

The rumour of whose departure no sooner came to 
the king's ears, but he purposed the like travel, either 
to obtain the sight of his daughters again, or to make 
his tomb beyond the circuit of the sun : su attiring him- 
self in homely russet, like a pilgrim, with an ibou staff 
in his hand, tipped with silver, took his journey all un- 
known from his palace. Whose sudden and secret de- 
parture struck such an extreme intolerable heaviness in 
the court, that the palace gates were sealed up with 
sable mourning cloth, the Thracian lords exempted all 
pleasure, and like flocks of sheep strayed up and down 
without shepherds, and ladies and courtly dames sate 
sighing in their private chambers ; where we leave them 
for this time, and speak of the success of the other 
champions. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

But now of that valiant knight at arms, St. 'taLV.n<iV»>i\^ 
ebampion of Ireland, must 1 speak, whose a.dveia\.\xTVi» 
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accidents were so nobly performed, that if my pen were 
made of steel. I should wear it out to declare his prowess 
and worthy adventures. When he departed from the 
brazen pillar, from the other champions, the heavens 
smiled with a kind aspect, and sent him such a star to 
be his guide, that it led him to no courtly pleasures, nor 
to vain delights, but to the throne of Fame, where Ho- 
nour sate installed upon a seat of gold. Thither tra- 
velled the warlike champion of Ireland, whose illustrious 
battles the northern isles have chronicled in leaves of 
brass. Therefore, Ireland, be proud, for from thy 
bowels did spring a champion, whose prowess made the 
enemies of Christ to tremble, and watered the earth 
with streams of pagans* blood ; witness whereof the isle 
of Rhodes, the key and strength of Christendom, was 
recovered from the Turks by his martial and invincible 
prowess ; where his dangerous battles, fierce encounters, 
bloody skirmishes, and long assaults, would serve to fill 
a mighty volume, all which I pass over, and wholly 
discourse of things appertaining to this history. For 
after the wars of Rhodes were fully ended, St. Patrick 
(accounting idle ease the nurse of cowardice) bade Rhodes 
farewell, being then strongly fortified with Christian 
soldiers, and took his journey through many an unknown 
country, where at last it pleased so the queen of chance 
to direct his steps to a solitary wilderness, inhabited only 
by wild Satyrs, and a people of inhuman qualities, giving 
their wicked minds only to murder, lust, and rapine; 
wherein the noble champion travelled up and down many 
a weary step, not knowing how to satisfy his hunger, 
but by his own industry in killing of venison, and press- 
ing out the blood between two flat stones, and daily 
roasting it by the sun ; his lodging was in the hollow 
trunk of a blasted tree, which nightly preserved him 
from the dropping showers of heaven ; his chief com- 
panions were sweet resounding echoes, which commonly 
re-answered the champion's words. 

In this manner lived St. Patrick, the Irish knight, in 
the woods, not knowing how to set himself at liberty, 
but wandering up and down, as it were in a maze, 
wrought by the curious workmanship of some excellent 
gardener. It was his chance, at last, to come into a 
dismal shady thicket, beset about with baleful misletoe, 
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a place of horror, wherein he heard the cries of some 
distressed ladies, whose bitter lamentations seemed to 
pierce the clouds, and to crave succour of the hands of 
God ; which unexpected cries not a little daunted the 
Irish knight, so that it caused him to prepare his weapon 
in readiness against some sudden encounter ; so crouch- 
ing himself under the root of an old withered oak, (which 
had not flourished with green leaves for many a year,) 
he espied afar ofif a crew of bloody-minded Satyrs, haul- 
ingi by the hair of the head, six unhappy ladies through 
many a thorny brake and briar; which woful spectacle 
forced such a terror in the heart of the Irish knight, 
that he presently made out for the rescue of the ladies, 
to redeem them from the fury of the merciless Satyrs, 
which were in number about thirty, every one having a 
club upon his neck, which they had made of the roots 
of young oaks and pine trees; yet this adventurous 
champion being notliing discouraged, but with a bold 
and resolute mind, let drive at the sturdiest Satyr, whose 
armour of defence was made of a bull's hide, which was 
dried so hard against the sun, that the champion's cut- 
tle-axe prevailed not ; after which the fell Satyrs en- 
compassed the Christian knight round about, and so 
mightily oppressed hira with downright blows, that had 
he not by good fortune leaped under the boughs of a 
spreading tree, his life had been forced to give the world 
a speedy farewell. But such was his nimbleness and 
active policy, that ere long he sheathed his sharp-pointed 
falchion in one of the Satyr's breasts ; which woful 
sight caused all the rest to fly from his presence, and 
left the six ladies to the pleasure and disposition of the 
most noble and courageous Christian champion ; who, 
after he had sufficiently breathed and cooled himself in 
the chill air, (being almost windless, through the long 
encounter and bloody skirmish,) demanded the cause 
of the ladies' travels, and by what means they happened 
into the hands of those merciless Satyrs, who cruelly 
and tyrannically attempted the ruin and endless spoil 
of their unspotted virginities. To which courteous de- 
mand, one of the ladies, after a deep-fetched sigh or 
two, (being strained from the bottom of her sorrowful 
'heart.) in the behalf of herself and the other distressed 
ladies, replied in this order : 
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" Know, braTe-minded knight, that we are the uk^^/" 
tunate daughters of the king of Thrace, whose Jivet 
have been unhappy ever shice our births ; for first we 
did endure a long imprisonment under the hands of a 
cruel giant, and after, the heavens, to preserve our 
chastities from the wicked desire of the said giant, 
transformed us into the shape of swans, in which like- 
ness we remained seven years, but at last recovered by 
a worthy Christian knight, named St. Andrew, the 
champion of Scotland; after whom we have travelled 
many a weary step, never crossed by any violence, 
until it was our angry fates to arrive in this unhappy 
wilderness, where your eyes have been true witnesses 
of our misfortunes." 

Which said discourse was no sooner finished, but the 
worthy champion thus began to comfort the distressed 
ladies : 

" The Christian champion after whom you take in 
hand this weary travel," said the Irish champion, " is 
my approved friend, for whose company and wished -for 
sight I will go more weary miles than there be trees in 
this vast wilderness : therefore, most excellent ladies, 
true ornaments of beauty, be sad companions in my 
travels ; fur I will never cease till I have found our 
honourable friend, the champion of Scotland, or some 
of those brave knights, whom I have not seen these 
seven summers." 

So after they had recreated themselves, eased their 
weariness, and cured their wounds, which was by the 
secret virtues of certain herbs growing in the same 
woods, they took their journeys anew, under the con- 
duct of this worthy champion St. Patrick ; where, after 
some few days* travel, they obtained the sight of a 
broad beaten way, where, committing their fortunes to 
the fatal sisters, and setting their faces towards the east, 
they merrily journeyed together. In whose fortunate 
travels we will leave them, and speak of the seventh 
Christian champion, whose adventurous exploits, and 
knightly honours, deserve a golden pen, dipped in ink 
of true fame, to discourse at large. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

St. David, the most noble champion of Wales, after 
his departure from the brazen pillar, whereat the othef 
champions of Christendom divided themselves severally 
to seek their foreign adventures, achieved many me- 
morable things, as well in Christendom as in those na- 
tions that acknowledged no true God ; which as for 
this time I omit, and only discourse what happened unto 
him among the Tartarians ; for being in the emperor of 
Tartary's court, (a place very much honoured with va- 
lorous knights, highly graced with a train of beautiful 
ladies,) where the emperor upon a time ordained a 
solemn joust and tournament to be holden in honour of 
his birth-day. Whither resorted, at the time appointed, 
from all the borders of Tartary, the best and the 
hardiest knights there remaining. In which honourable 
and princely exercise, the noble knight St. David was 
appointed champion for the emperor, who was mounted 
upon a Morocco steed, betrapped in a rich caparison, 
wrought by the curious work of Indian women, upon 
whose shield was set a golden griffin rampant in a field 
of blue. 

Against him came the Count Palatine, son and heir- 
apparent to the Tartarian emperor, brought in by twelve 
knights, richly furnished with habiliments of honour, 
who paced three times about the lists before the em- 
peror and many ladies that were present to behold the 
honourable tournament ; which being done, the twelve 
knights departed the lists, and the Count Palatine pre- 
pared himself to encounter with the Christian knight, 
(being appointed chief champion for the day,) who 
likewise prepared himself, and at the trumpet's sound, 
by the herald's appointment, they ran so fiercely against 
each other, that the ground seemed to shake under 
them, and the skies to resound echoes of their mighty 
strokes. 

At the second rnce the champions ran, St. David had 
the worst, and was constrained, through the foTCvViXvi 
strength of the Count Palatine, to k'aw \i«tQ\L\Nftx«iL, ijiN.- 
most beside his n&d(Ue, whereat, the Uuvc\■v)v^\,a\^^^;^^^"^^^^ 
sound in sign of victory, B ut y et t\\c v sv\vy.\\X. C.\\\\"iNN»». 
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nothing dismayed, with courage ran the third time 
against the Count Palatine, and by the violence of \m 
strength, he overthrew both horse and man, whereby 
the count's body was so extremely bruised with the fall 
of his horse, that his heart's blood issued forth by his 
mouth, and his vital spirits pressed from the mansion of 
bis breast, so that he was forced to give the world fare- 
v/ell. 

This fatal overthrow of the Count Palatine abashed 
the whole company, but especially the Tartarian em- 
peror, who having no more sons but him, caused the 
lists to be broken up, the knights to be unarmed, and 
the murdered count to be brought, by four esquires, into 
his palace ; and after many sad sighs, he breathed forth 
this woful lamentation : 

" Now are my triumphs turned into everlasting woes, 
from a pleasant pastime to a direful and bloody tragedy. 
O most unkind Fortune, never constant but in change ; 
Mhy is my life deferred to see the downfal of my dear 
son, the noble Count Palatine ? Why rends not this ac- 
cursed earth whereon I stand, and presently swallow up 
my body into her hungry bowels 7 Is this the use of 
Christians, for true honour to repay dishonour ? Could 
not base blood serve to stain his deadly hands withal, 
but the royal blood of my dear son, in whose revenge 
the face of the heavens is stained with blood, and cries 
for vengeance to the majesty of mighty Jove. The 
dreadful Furies, the direful daughters of dark Night, and 
all the baleful company of burning Acheron, whose loins 
shall be girt with serpents, and hair be hanged with 
wreaths of snakes, shall haunt, pnrjsue, and follow that 
cursed Christian champion, that hath bereaved my 
country Tartary of so precious a jewel as my dear son 
the Count Palatine was, whose magnanimous prowess 
did surpass all the knights of our realm 

There was adjoining, upon the borders of Tartary, 
an enchanted garden, kept by magic art, from whence 
never any returned that attempted to enter ; the gover- 
nor of which garden was a notable and famous necro- 
mancer, named Ormandine, to which magician the Tar- 
tarian emperor intended to scud the adventurous cham- 
pion St. I)avid, thereby to revenge the Count Palatine's 
death. So the emperor after some days passed, and 



OF CHRISTENDOM. 63 

the obsequies of his son being no sooner perfonned, but 
he caused the Christian knight to be brought into his 
presence, to whom he committed this heavy task, and 
iveary labour. 

*• Proud knight," said the angry emperor, " thou 
knowest since thy arrival in our territories, how highly 
I have honoured thee, not only in granting liberty to 
live, but making thee chief champion of Tartary, 
which high honour thou has repaid with great ingrati- 
tude, and blemished true nobility, in acting my dear 
son's tragedy ; for which unhappy deed thou rightly 
deserved death ; but yet know, accursed Christian, that 
mercy harboureth in princely minds, and where honour 
sits enthroned, there justice is not too severe : although 
thou hast deserved death, yet if thou wilt adventure t( 
the enchanted garden, and bring hither the magician's 
head, 1 grant thee not only life, but therewithal the 
crown of Tartary after my decease, because I see thou 
hast a mind furnished with all princely thoughts, and 
adorned with true magnanimity." 

This heavy task and strange adventure not a little 
pleased the noble champion of "Wales ; and so after 
some considerate thoughts, in this manner replied : 

•• Most high and magnificent emperor," said the 
champion, •• were this task, which you enjoin me to, 
as wonderful as the labours of Hercules, or as fearful 
as the enterprise which Jason made for the golden 
fleece, yet would I attempt to finish it, and return with 
triumph to Tartary, as the Macedonian monarch did to 
Babylon, when he had conquered part of the wide 
world." Which words were no sooner ended, but the 
emperor bound him by his oath of knighthood, and by 
the love he bore unto his native country, never to fol- 
low other adventure, till he had performed his promise, 
which was to bring the magician Ormandine'shetid into 
Tartary : whereupon the emperor departed from the 
noble knight St. David, hoping never to see him return, 
but rather to hear of his utter confusion, or everlasting 
imprisonment. 

Thus the valiant Christian champion, being bound to 
his promise, within three days prepared all necessaries 
in readiness for his departure, and so travelled vre^\.* 
ward, till he approached the sight oi l\\© <?xv0iwi\.^^ 
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garden, the situation whereof somewhat daauted his 
valiant courage, for it was encompassed with a hedge 
of withered thorns and briars, which seemed continu- 
ally to burn ; upon the top thereof sate a number of 
strange and deformed things, some in the likeness of 
night owls, which wondered at the presence of St. 
David ; some in the shape of Progne's transformation, 
foretelling his unfortunate success ; and some like ra- 
vens, that with their harsh throats ring forth hateful 
knells of woful tragedies. The element, which covered 
the enchanted garden, seemed to be overspread with 
misty clouds, from whence continually shot flames of 
fire, as though the skies had been filled with blazing 
comets ; which fearful spectacle, as it seemed the very 
pattern of hell, struck such a terror into the champion's 
heart, that twice he was in the mind to return without 
performing the adventure, but for his oath and honour 
of knightliood, which he had pawned for the accom- 
plishment thereof. So laying his body on the cold earth, 
he made his humble petition to Ood, that his mind might 
never be oppressed with cowardice, nor his heart daunted 
with faint fears, till he had performed what the Tarta- 
rian emperor had bound him to ; the champion rose 
from the ground, and with cheerful looks beheld tUe 
elements, which seemed in his conceit to smile at the 
enterprise, and to foreshow a lucky event. 

So the noble knight St. David, with a valiant courage, 
went to the garden gate, by which stood a rock of 
stone, overspread with moss ; in which rock by magic 
art was enclosed a sword, nothing outwardly appearing 
but the hilt, which was the richest, in his judgment, 
that ever his eyes beheld, for the steel-work was en- 
graven very curiously, beset with jaspers and sapphire- 
stones ; the pummel was in the fashion of a globe, of 
the purest silver that the mines of rich America brought 
forth. About the pummel was engraven with letters of 
gold this verse following : 

My magic spells remain most firmly bound, 
The world's stranfce wonder unknown by any oae. 

Till that a kniirht witliin the north he found, 
I o pull this sworil from out this rock of stone : 

Then ends my tharms, my mawic arts and all. 

By whose sironx hand wise Urmandine must fall. 

This inscription drave sucli a conceited imagination 
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into the champion's mind, that he supposed himself to he 
the northern knight hy whom the necromancer should 
he conquered ,* therefore, without any further delays, he 
put his hand into the hilt of the rich sword, thinking 
presently to pull it out from the enchanted rock of Or- 
mandine : hut no sooner did he attempt that vahi enter- 
prise, but his senses were overtaken with a sudden and 
heavy sleep, whereby he was forced to let go his hold, 
and to fall flat upon the ground, where his senses werb 
drowned in such a dead slumber, that it was as much 
impossible to recover himself from sleep, as to pull the 
sun out of the firmament. The necromancer, by his 
magic skill, had intelligence of the champion's unfor- 
tunate success, who sent from the enchanted garden 
four spirits, in the similitude and likeness of four 
beautiful damsels, which wrapped the drowsy cham- 
pion in a sheet of fine Arabian silk, and conveyed him 
into a cave, directly placed in the middle of the 
garden, where they laid him upon a bed, which was 
softer than down of culvers: where those beautiful 
ladies, through the art of wicked Ormandine, continu- 
ally kept him sleeping for the term of seven years. 

Thus was St. David's adventure crossed with a bad 
success ; whose day's travels was turned into a night's 
repose, whose night's repose was made a heavy sleep, 
which endured until seven years was fully finished: 
where we will leave St. David to the mercy of the ne- 
cromancer Ormandine, and return to the most noble and 
magnanimous champion St. George, where we left him 
imprisoned in the soldan's court 



CHAPTER X. 

Now seven times had frosty-bearded Winter covered 
both herbs and flowers with snow, and behung the 
trees with crystal icicles, since the unfortunate St. 
George beheld the cheerful light of heaven, but Ived 
obscure in a dismal dungeon, by the soldan of Persia's 
commandment, as you heard before in the beginning of 
the history. His unhappy fortune so discontented his 
restless thoughts, that a thousand times a year he wiibed 

F 
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an end of his life, and a ihoosand timea he cniaed the 
day of his creation. 

But at last, when eeven years were ended, it was 
the champion's lucky fortune to find, in a secret comer 
of the dungeon, a certain iron engine, which time had 
almost consumed with rust, where, with long labour, he 
digged himself a passage through the ground, till he 
ascended just in the middle of the soldan's eourt, which 
was at that time of the night when all things were silent 
Now the noble knight, being as fearful us the bird newly 
escaped from the fowler's net, gazed about, and listened 
where he might hear the voice of people : at laat, he 
heard the gruoms of the soldan's stable, furnishing forth 
horses against the next morning for some great achieve- 
ment. Whereupon the noble champion St. George, 
taking the irun engine, wherewith he redeemed himself 
out uf prison, he burst open the doors, where he slew 
all the gruums in the soldan's stable ; which being done 
he took the strongest palfrey, and the richest furniture, 
with other necessaries appertaining to a knight at arms, 
and so rude in great comfort to one of the city gates, 
where he saluted the porter in this manner : 

" Porter, open the gates, for St. George of England 
is escaped, and hath murdered the grooms, in whose 
pursuit the city is in arms." Which words the simple 
Persian believed for truth, and so with all speed opened 
the gates ; whereat the champion of England departed, 
and left the soldan in his dead sleep, little mistrusting 
his sudden escape. 

But by that time the purple-spotted morning had 
parted with her gray, and the sun's bright countenance 
appeared on the mountain tops, St. George had rode 
twenty miles from the Persian court ; and before his 
departure was known in the soldan's palace, the English 
champion had recovered the sight of Grecia, past all 
danger of the Persian knights that followed him with a 
swift pursuit. 

By this time the extremity of hunger so sharply tor- 
mented him, that he could travel no further, but was 
constrained to sustain himself with certain wild chest- 
nuts instead of bread, and sour oranges instead of 
drink, and such faint food as grew by the way as he 
travelled. 
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Journeying onwards, he at length espied a tower 
•tanding upon a chalky cliff, distant from him aboat 
three miles, whither the champion intended to go, not 
to seek for adventures, but to rest himself after his weary 
journey, and get such victuals as therein he could find 
to suffice his want 

The way he found so plain, and the journey so easy, 
that in half an hour he approached before the said 
tower; where upon the wall stood a most beautiful 
woman, attired after the manner of a distressed lady, 
and her looks heavy, like the queen of Troy when she 
beheld her palace on fire. The valiant knight St. Oeorge, 
after he had alighted from his horse, gave her this 
conrteous salutation : 

•• Lady,** said he, •* for so you seem by your outward 
appearance, if ever you pitied a traveller, or granted 
succour to a Christian knight, give to me one meal's 
meat, now almost famished.** 

To whom the lady, after a sad frown or two, answered 
in this order: " Sir knight,** quoth she, " I advise thee 
with all speed to depart, for here thou gettest but a cold 
dinner : my lord is a mighty giant, and believeth in 
Mohammed ; and if he once do but understand that thou 
art a Christian knight, not all the gold of Higher India, 
nor the riches of wealthy Babylon, can preserve thy 
life.** "Now, by the honour of my knighthood.** 
replied St Oeorge, " assisted by the Ood that Chris- 
tendom adores, were thy lord stronger than mighty 
Hercules that bore mountains on his back, here will I 
either obtain my dinner, or die by his accursed hand. 

These words so abashed the lady, that she went with 
all speed from the tower, and told the giant, how a 
Christian knight remained at the gate, who had sworn 
to suffice his hunger in despite of his will. Whereat 
the furious giant suddenly started up, being as then in a 
sound sleep, for it was the middle of the day, and tak- 
ing a bar of iron in his hand, came down to the tower- 
gate. His stature was in height five yards, his head 
bristled like a boar, a foot there was betwixt each brow, 
his eyes hollow, his mouth wide, his lips were like to 
flaps of steel, in all his proportion more like a devil 
than a man. Which deformed monster so daunted the 
courage of St. George, that he preptxed Icdmft^M kit 
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death, not through fear of the monstrous piant, but fof 
hunger and feebleness of body. But here Ood prorided 
fur Iiim. and so restored to him his decayed strength, 
that he endured battle until the closing up of the even- 
ing, by which time the giant grew almost blind, through 
he sweat that ran down from his monstrous brows; 
whereat St. George got the advantage, and wounded the 
giant so cruelly under the short ribs, that he was com- 
pelled to fall to the ground, and give end to his life. 

After which happy event, St. George first gave the 
honour of his victory unto God, in whose power all his 
fortune consisted ; then entered the tower, whereat the 
lady presented him with all manner of delicates and 
pure wiues ; but the English knight, suspecting trea- 
chery to be hidden in her proferred courtesy, caused 
her to taste of every dish, likewise of his wine, lest 
some violent poison should be therein mixed ; finding 
all things pure and wholesome, as nature required, he 
sufficed his hunger, rested his weary body, and refreshed 
His horse. 

And so leaving the tower in keeping of the lady, he 
committed his fortune to a new travel ; where his revived 
spirits never entertained longer rest, but to the refresh- 
ing himself and his horse ; so travelled he through part 
of Grecia. the confines of Phrygia, and into the botders 
of Tartary, within whose territories he had not long 
journeyed, but he approached the sight of the enchanted 
garden of Ormandinc, where St. David the champion of 
Wales had so long slept by magic art But no sooner 
did he behold the wonderful situation thereof, but he 
espied Ormandine's sword enclosed in the enchanted 
rock ; where, after he had read the superscription written 
about the pummel, he essayed to pull it out by strength ; 
and he no sooner put his hand upon the hilt, but he 
drew it forth with much ease, as though it had hung by 
a thread of untwisted silk : but when he beheld the 
glittering brightness of the blade, and the wonderful 
richness of the pummel, he accounted the prise more 
worth than the armour of Achilles, which caused Ajax 
to run mad, and much richer than Medea*s golden fleece. 
But by that time St. George had circumspectly looked 
into every secret of the sword, he heard a strange and 
diimal voice thunder in lYie «Vae^, «.\.^tT^^<& vcA\fi\%\\tv 
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ering in the earth, whereat both hilli and moan- 
shook, rocks remoyed, and oaks rent in pieces, 
ter this, the gates of the enchanted garden flew 
; whereat incontinently came forth Ormandlne the 
eian, with his hair staring on his head, his eyes 
ding, his cheeks blushing, his hands quivering, 
3gs trembling, and all the rest of his body distem- 
1, as though legions of spirits had encompassed 
about : he came directly to the worthy knight, that 
ined still by the enchanted rock, from whence he 
palled the magician's sword; he took the most 
nt and magnanimous champion St. George of Eng- 
by the steely gauntlet, and with great humility 
id it; then proffering him the courtesy due unto 
igers, which was performed very graciously, he 
wards conducted him into the enchanted garden, to 
;ave where the champion of Wales was kept sleep- 
)y four rirgins singing delightful songs, and after 
Dg him a chair of ebony, Ormandine thus began to 
e of wonderful things : 

Renowned knight at arms,'* said the necromancer, 
^me's worthiest champion, whose strange adventures 
Christendom in time to come shall applaud; be 
it till I hare told my tale, for never after this must 
tongue speak again. The knight which thou seest 
wrapped in this sheet of gold, is a Christian cham- 
, as thou art, sprung from the ancient seed of Trojan 
rlors, who likewise attempted to draw this enchanted 
rd, but my magic spells so prevailed, that he was 
rcepted in the enterprise, and forced ever since to 
iin sleeping in this cave. But now the hour is al- 
t come of his recovery, which by thee must be ac- 
plished. Thou art that adventurous champion 
se invincible hand must finish up my detested life, 
send my fleeting soul to draw thy fatal chariot on 
tMtnks of burning Acheron ; for my time was limited 
imain no longer in this enchanted garden, but till 
from the north should come a knight that should 
this sword from the enchanted rock, which thou 
pily hast now performed ; therefore I know m^ tVm« 
lort, and my hour of destiny at hand. VTbsX 1 x«« 
, write In bruen linei, for the time wVli come NfVkSu 
Uscourse shaU highly benefi t thee. Tifee Yiee^ ^wv 
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obterre three things : first. That fhoa take to * 
pure maid ; next. That thou erect a monument ot< 
fkther's grave ; and lastly. That thou continue a 
fessed enemy to the foes of Christ Jesus, bearing 
in the honour and praise of thy country. These tl 
heing truly and justly observed, thou shalt attain t 
honour, that all kingdoms of Christendom shall adi 
thy dignity. What I speak is upon no vain imaginati 
sprang from a frantic brain, but pronounced by t 
mystical and deep art of necromancy." 

These words were no sooner ended, but the nu 
honourable fortunate champion of England reqoesti 
the magician to describe his passed fortunes, and 1 
what means he came to l>e governor of the enchant) 
garden. 

•• To tell the discourse of my own life,** replied O 
mandlne, " will breed a new sorrow in my heart, tl 
remembrance of which will rend my very soul. Bi 
yet, most noble knight, to fulfil thy request, I will fort 
my tongue to declare what my heart denies to uttei 
therefore prepare thine ear to entertain the most wof 
tale that ever tongue delivered." 

THB WOFCL AND TRAGICAL DISCOURSB, PROVOUNOl 
BT THB NBOROMANCBB ORMANDINB, OF THB MItfBB 
OF Uia OHILDRBN. 

" I WAS in former time king of Scythia, my name O 
mandlne, graced in my youth with two fair daughter 
whom nature had not only made beautiful, but r< 
plenished them with all gifts that art could devise. Tl 
elder, whose name was Castria, the fairest maid th 
ever Scythia brought forth ; among the number 
knights that were ensnared with her love, there was oi 
Floridon, son to the king of Armenia, equal to her i 
all ornaments of nature ; a lovelier couple never tn 
on earth, or graced any prince's court in the who 
world. 

** This Floridon so fervently burned in affection wi 
the admired Castria, that he longed after her beaut 
and practised both by policy and fair promises to ei^( 
her, which after fell to his own destruction. For np< 
B time, when the maxvUes ot ^a\V lu^v. \\«dL c\<im«a. 
the Ji^ht of heaven, tYiis "PVoTV^law euV,««^C.a»vx\^%\« 
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ing, farthered by her chamber-maid, where he so ful« 
filled his base desires, that before many days expired, 
her shame began to appear, and the deceived lady was 
constrained to reveal her mind to Floridon; who in 
the mean time had betrothed himself to my younger 
daaghter, whose name was Marcilla, no less beauti- 
fied with nature's gifts than her elder sister ; but 
when this nnconstant Floridon perceived that the un- 
happy Castria upbraided him with many ignominious 
words, forswearing himself ever to have committed any 
such infamous deed, protesting that he ever scorned to 
sink in women's hands, and counted it a most deadly 
sting, and a deep infection to the honour of his knight- 
hood. 

" These unkind speeches drove Castria into such ex- 
treme passion of mind, that she, with a shameful look 
and blushing cheeks, after this manner revealed her 
sorrows unto him : 

•* 'Whatl knows not Floridon,* quoth the lady, *her 
whom his passion hath stained with dishonour ? Bee, 
see, unconstant knight, the pledge of faithful vows; 
behold the mark, which stains my father's ancient 
house, and sets a shame-faced blush upon my cheeks, 
always when I behold the company of chaste virgins. 
Dear Floridon, shadow my shame with marriage rites, 
that 1 be not accounted a by-word to the world, nor 
that this my babe, in time to come, be termed a base- 
bom child.' 

" At which words Floridon, with a wrathful counte- 
nance, replied in these words : 

** * Shameless creature, with what brasen face darest 
thou out-brave me thus I I tell thee, Castria, my love 
was ever yet to follow arms, to hear the sound of drums, 
to ride upon a nimble steed, and not to trace a carpet 
dance, like Priam's son, before the lustful eyes of Me# 
nelaus's wife. Therefore begone, disturbing creature ; 
go sing thy harsh melody in company of night birds, 
for I tell thee the day will blush to cover thy monstrous 
ihame.* 

" Which reproachful speeches being no sooner ended, 
but Floridon departed her presence, not leaving \>e\vvti^ 
}»m MO mpcb 93 a kind look. Whereat t\io dVaVieiawi. 
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lady, being oppressed with intolerable grief, sunk down, 
not able to speak for a time ; but at last, recovering her 
senses, she began anew to complain. 

•• * I that was wont.* quoth she, * to walk with troops 
of maids, must now abandon and utterly forsake all 
company, and seek some cave, wherein I may sit for 
evermore and bewail myself : if I return to my fkther. 
he will refuse me ; if to my friends, they will be ashamed 
of me ; if to strangers, they will scorn me ; if to my 
Floridon, oh ! he denieth me. and accounts my sight as 
ominous as the baleful crocodile's. O unconstant Flo- 
ridon! thou didst promise to shadow this fault with 
marriage ; but now vows, I see, are vun. Thou hast 
forsaken me. and tied thy faith unto my sister Marcilla, 
who must enjoy thy love, because she continues chaste, 
without any spot of dishonour.' 

" Thus complained the woful Castria, roving up and 
down the court of Scy thia, for five months. At the end 
of which time, the appointed marriage of Floridon and 
Marcilla drew nigh, and the prince and potentates of 
Scy thia were all present to see Hymen's holy rites ; in 
which honourable assemblies none were more busy than 
Castria to beautify her sister's wedding. The ceremo- 
nies being no sooner performed, and the day spent in 
pleasures fitting the honour of so great and mighty a 
train, but Castria requested the use of the country, which 
was this : that the first night of every maiden's mar- 
riage a known virgin should lie with the bride ; which 
honourable task was committed to Castria, who provided 
against the hour appointed a silver bodkin, and hid it 
in the trammels of her hair, wherewith she intended to 
prosecute revenge. The bride's lodging chamber was 
appointed far from the hearing of any one, lest the noise 
of people should hinder her quiet sleep. 

" But at last, when the hour of her wishes approached, 
that the bride should take leave of her ladies and maidens 
that attended her to her chamber, the new-raarried 
Floridon, in company of many Scythian knights, com- 
mitted Marcilla to her quiet rest, little mistrusting the 
bloody purpose of her sister's mind. 

•• But now behold how every thing fell out according 
to her desires. The ladies and gentlemen were no soon«r 
departed, and silence taken possession of the whole court, 
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but Castria locked the chamber-door, and secretly con- 
veyed the keys under the bed's head, not perceived by 
the betrayed MarcUla, who, poor lady, after some 
speeches, departed to bed ; wherein she was no sooner 
laid, butaheavy sleep over-mastered her senses, whereby 
her tongue was forced to bid her sister good night, who 
as then sate discontented by her bed-side, watching the 
time wherein she might conveniently act the bloody 
tragedy. Upon a court cupboard stood two burning 
tapers, that gave Ught to the whole chamber, which iu 
her conceit seemed to burn blue. After this, she took 
her silver bodkin, that before she had secretly hidden in 
her hair, and came to her new-married sister, being then 
overcome with a heavy slumber, and with her bodkin 
pierced her tender breast; who immediately, at the 
stroke thereof, started from her sleep, and gave such a 
pitiful shriek, that it would have awakened the whole 
court, but that the chamber stood far from the hearing 
of company, except her bloody-minded sister, whose 
hand was ready to redouble her fury with a second 
Stroke. 

** But when Marcilla beheld the sheets and ornaments 
of her bed bestained with purple gore, and from her 
breast run streams of crimson blood, which like to a 
fountain trickled from her bosom, she breathed forth 
this exclamation against the cruelty of Castria : 

•* • O sister,' quoth she, ' hath nature harboured in 
thy breast a horrid mind? What fury hath incensed 
thee thus to commit my tragedy ? In what have I mis- 
done, or wherein hath my tongue offended thee ? What 
cause hath been the occasion that thy remorseless hand 
against nature hath converted my joyful nuptials to woful 
funerals?' 'This is the cause,' replied Castria, and 
therewithal showed how Floridon had dishonoured her» 
• that 1 have bathed my hands in thy blood.' 

•'Which words being no sooner finished, but she 
violently pierced her own breast, whereby the two 
sisters' blood were equally mingled together. 

*• Now when the morning sun had chased away the 
dark night, Floridon, who little mistrusted the tragedy 
of the two sisters, repaired to the chamber door, witli 
a concert of skilful musicians, where the inspiryn^ 
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bannony ■oanded to the wallf , and Floridon's morning 
salutations were spent in vain : he hurst open the door, 
where helng no sooner entered, hut he found the two 
ladies weltering in their own gore : which wofhl spec- 
tacle presently so bereaved him of his wits, that, like a 
firantic man, he raged up and down, and in this manner 
bitterly complained : 

*' ' Oh, immortal powers 1 open the wrathfhl gates of 
heaven, and in your justice punish me, for my nnconstant 
love hath murdered two of the bravest ladies that ever 
nature framed. Revive, sweet dames of Bcythia, and 
hear me speak, that am the wofullest wretch that ever 
spoke with a tongue : if ghost may here be given for 
ghost, dear ladies, take my life and live ; or if my heart 
might dwell within your breasts, this hand shall equally 
divide it.* 

" Which woful lamentation being no sooner breathed 
from his sorrowful breast, but he finished his days by 
the stroke of that same accursed bodkin that was the 
instrument of the two sisters* death ; which he found 
still remaining in the remorseless hand of Castria. 

" During this time the report of Floridon's unhappy 
tragedy was bruited to his father's ears, being the sole 
king of Armenia ; whose grief so exceeded the hounds 
of reason, that with all convenient speed he gathered the 
greatest strength Armenia could make, and, in revenge 
of his son's murder, entered my territories, and with Us 
well-approved warriors, subdued my provinces, slaugh- 
tered my soldiers, conquered my captains, slew my 
commons, burnt my cities, and left my country villages 
desolate ; where, when I beheld my country overspread 
with famine, fire, and sword, three intesUne plagues, 
wherewith Heaven scourgeth the sins of the wickedf 
I was forced, for the safeguard of my life, to forsake my 
native habitation and kingly government, only commit- 
ting my fortune (like a banished exile) to wander in un- 
known passages, where Care was my chief companion, 
and Discontent my only solicitor. At last, it was my 
destiny to arrive in this unhappy place, which I sup- 
ptm'} to Jjc the walks of Des^.-lr ; where I ha J nit re- 
mained many days in my melancholy passions, but me- 
thought the many jaws of deep Avernus opened, from 
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whence ascended a most fearful devil, that enticed me 
to bequeath my fortune to his disposing, and he would 
defend me from the fury of the whole world. To which 
I presently condescended, upon some assurance ; then 
presently he placed before my face this enchanted 
sword, so surely closed in stone, that it should never be 
pulled out but by the hands of a Christian knight, and 
till that task was performed, I should lire exempt from 
all danger, although all the kingdoms of the earth as- 
sailed me; which task, most adventurous champion, 
thou hast now performed, whereby I know the hour of 
my death approacheth, and my time of confusion is at 
hand," 

This discourse pronounced by the necromancer Or- 
uandine was no sooner finished, but the worthy cham- 
pion St George heard such a rattling in the skies, such 
a lumbering in the earth, that he expected some strange 
event to follow ; then, casting his eyes aside, saw the 
enchanted garden to vanish, and the champion of Wales 
to awake from his long sleep, wherein he had remained 
seven years ; who, like one risen from a swoon, for a 
time stood speechless, not able to utter one word, till he 
beheld the noble champion of England, that stedfastly 
gazed upon the necromancer, who, at the vanishing of 
the enchantment, presently gave a terrible groan and 
died. 

The two champions, after many courteous embraciogs 
and kind greetings, revealed to each other the strange 
adventures they had passed. St. David told how he was 
bound by the oath of knighthood to perform the adven- 
ture of Ormandine: whereupon St. George presently 
delivered the enchanted sword, with the necromancer's 
head, which he presently severed from his body, into 
the hands of St. David. But here must my weary Muse 
leave St. David travelling with Ormandine's head to the 
Tartarian emperor, and speak of the following adventures 
that happened to St. George after his departure from 
the enchanted garden. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

St. Obokgb, after the recovery of St. David, as you 
heard in the former chapter, despatched his journey to- 
wards Christendom, whose pleasant banks he long de- 
sired to behold, and thought every day a year, till his 
eyes enjoyed a sweet sight of his native country of Eng- 
land, upon whose chalky cliffs he had not rode in many 
a weary summer's day. Therefore committing his 
journey to a fortunate success, he travelled through 
many a dangerous country, where the people were not 
only of a bloody disposition, given to all manner of 
wickedness, but the soil greatly annoyed by wild beasts. 
Thus in extreme danger travelled the noble champion 
St. George, till he arrived in the territories of Barbary, 
in which country he purposed for a time to remain, and 
to seek for some noble achievement, whereby his fame 
might be increased; and being encouraged with this 
princely cogitation, the noble champion of England 
climbed to the top of a huge mountain ; where he un- 
locked his beaver, which before had not been lifted up 
in many a day, and beheld the wide and spacious coun- 
try, how it was beautified with lofty pines, and adorned 
with many goodly palaces. But amongst the number 
of the towers and cities which the English champion 
beheld, there was one which seemed to exceed the rest 
both in situation and brave buildings, which he sup- 
posed to be the chiefest city in all the country, and the 
place where the king usually held his court ; to which 
St. George intended to travel, not to furnish himself 
with any needful thing, but to accomplish some honour- 
able adventure, whereby his worthy deeds might be 
eternised in the books of memory. So after he had de- 
scended from the top of the steep mountain, and had 
travelled into a low valley about two or three miles, he 
approached an old and almost ruined hermitage, over- 
grown with moss and other weeds. Before the entry of 
this hermitate sate an ancient father upon a round stone, 
taking the heat of the warm sun, which cast such a 
comfortable brightness upon the YvetrnVVa i«Lte, \.\\«A. VvU 
trAIte beard seemed to glitter like a\\veT,v^\\A\vv%\\«^<\\^ 
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exceed the whiteness of the northern icicles : to whom, 
after St. George had given the reverence that helonged 
unto age, he demanded the name of the country, and 
the city he travelled to, and under what king the coun- 
try was governed. To whom the courteous hermit thus 
replied : 

** Most noble knight, for so I guess you are by your 
furniture and outward appearance, you are now in the 
confines of Barbary ; the city opposite before your eyes 
is called Tripoly, remaining under the government of 
Almidor, the black king of Morocco, in which city he 
now keepeth his court, attended on by as many gallant 
knights as any king under the cope of heaven." 

At which words the noble champion of England sud- 
denly started, as though he had intelligence of some 
baleful news which deeply discontented his princely 
miud : his heart was presently incensed with a speedy 
revenge, and his mind so extremely thirsted after Al- 
midor's tragedy, that he could scarce answer again to 
the hermit's words. But bridling his fury, the angry 
champion spake in this manner : 

*• Grave father," said he, " through the treachery of 
that accursed king I endured seven years' imprisonment 
in Persia, where I suffered both hunger, cold, and ex- 
treme misery. But if I had my good sword Ascalon, 
and my trusty palfrey, which I left in the Egyptian 
court, where remains my betrothed love, the king of 
Egj-pt's daughter, I would be avenged on the head of 
Almidor, were his guard more strong than the army of 
Xerxes, whose multitudes drank the rivers dry." "Why," 
said the hermit, " Sabra, the king's daughter of Egypt, 
is queen of Barbary ; and since her nuptials were so- 
lemnly performed in Tripoly are seven summers fully 
finished." 

" Now by the honour of my country, England," re- 
plied St. George, " the place of my nativity, and as I 
am a Christian knight, these eyes of mine shall nevei 
close until I have obtained a sight of the sweet princess, 
for whose sake I have endured so long imprisonment. 
Therefore, dear father, be thus kind to a traveller, as to 
exchange thy clothing for this my ticli futivVlut^ «Skd^ 
ateed. which I brought from the soldan ot 'Pei^« loit Vo. 
tie JiMbtt of a palmer, J may enjoy the fsviMSAiB^ ol^t 
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tigbt without suspieion; tbereforo eourteontly d^rer 
Vkj Ihj hermit's gowa, and I will give, with my hone 
tnd armour, this box of costly jewels.** Which when 
the grave hermit beheld, he humhly thanked the noble 
champion, and so with all the speed they could possibly 
make, exchanged apparel, and in this manner departed. 

The palmer heing glad, repaired to his hermitage with 
St. George's furniture, and St. George in the palmer's 
apparel towards the city of Trlpoly ; who no sooner 
came to the sumptuous buildings of the court, but he 
espied a hundred poor palmers kneeling at the gate, to 
whom St. George spake after this manner : 

•• My dear brethren,'* said the champion, "for what 
intent remain you here, or what expect you f^om this 
honourable court V* 

** "We abide here,'* answered the palmers, •* for an 
alms, which the queen once a day hath given these 
seven years, for the sake of an English knight, named 
St. George, whom she affected above all the knights 
in the world.*' " But when will this be given ?" said 
St. George. 

*• In the afternoon," replied the palmers ; ** until 
which time, upon our bended knees, we hourly pray for 
the good fortune of the most nolile English knight." 
Which speeches so pleased the valiant-minded champion 
St. George, that he thought every minute a year, till 
the golden sun had passed away the middle part of hea- 
ven ; for it was but newly risen from Aurora's bed, 
whose light, as yet, with a shame-faced radiant blush 
distained the eastern sky. 

During which time, the most valiant and magnani- 
mous champion St. George of England, one while re- 
membering the extreme misery he endured in Persia 
for her sake, another while thinking upon the terrible 
battle he had with the burning dragon in Egypt, where 
he redeemed her from the fatal jaws of death. At last 
it was his chance to walk about the court, beholding the 
sumptuous buildings, and the curious engraven works, 
by the achievement of man bestowed upon the glitter- 
ing windows ; where he heard, to his exceeding plea- 
sure, the heavenly voice of his beloved Sabra, desceiid- 
JUrom £ window upon the west aVde ot nXi« ^^^i^Ae^ where 
the wiurbled forth this Mno^iuidi\tj >x^ou\Msi\>aJ«x 
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Die, all desires of joy and courtly pleasures ; 
Die, ali desireH of princely royalty ; 



Die, all desires of worldly treasures ; 
Die. all desiies of stutelv majesty: 
Since he is vone that pleased most nty eye. 
For whom I wish ten thousand times to die. 



O that mine eyes might never cease to weep^ 

O that my tougue might evermore complain, 
O that my soul mittht in his bosom sleep. 
For whose sweet sake my heart doth live in pain : 
In woe I siuit, with brinish tears besprent. 
Outworn with grief, consumed with discontent. 

In time my sighs will dim the heavens' fair light. 

Which houily fly fiom my tormented breast. 
Except St. (»eorKe, that noble Enitlish knight, 
>Afith safe return abandon mv unrest: 
Then careful crits shnli end with deep annoy, 
Exchanging weeping tears for bniilinx joy. 

Before the face of heaven this vow I make ; 

'I'ho* uukiiid friends have wed me to then will. 
And crowu me qnecu, my ardent flames to slake. 
Which in despite of them !.hall flourish still. 
Bear witness, heaven and earth, what I have said. 
For George's sake I live and die a maid. 

Which being no sooner i nded, but she departed the 
Winduw, quite from the hearing uf the English cham- 
pion, that stood gazing up to the casements, preparing 
his ears to entertain her sweet-tuned melody tlie second 
time. But it was in vain ; whereat he grew in more 
perplexed passions than iEneas. when he had lost hir 
beloved Creusa amongst the army of the Grecians: 
•ometiraes wishing the day to vanish in a moment, that 
the hour of her benevolence might approach ; other 
times comforting his sad cogitations with the remem- 
brance of her long-continued constancy for his sake. 

TJms spent he the time away, till the glorious sus 
began to decline the western parts of the earth, when 
the palmers should receive her wonted benevolence. 
Against which time the English champion placed himself 
in the midst of them that expected the wished hour of 
her coming ; who, at the time appointed, came to the 
palace gate, attired in mourning vesture, like Folixena, 
king Priam's daughter, when she went to sacrifice : her 
hair after a careless manner hung wavering in the wind, 
almost changed from yellow burnished brightness to the 
colour of silver, through her long-contliiued. ftOTTO^% 
and grief of heart ; ber eyea seemed to Yiaye vie^t %e*» 
9f tear§, and ber wonted beauty was no'W »t«l^«d. hiNS^ 
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the pearled dew that trickled down her cheeks ; where, 
after the sorrowful queen had justly numhered the 
palmers, and with vigilant e^es heheld the princely 
euuntenance of St. George, her colour began to change 
from red to white, and from white to red, as though 
the lily and rose had strove for 8ui>eriority. But yet 
colouring her cogitations under a smooth brow, first 
delivered her alms to the palmers, then taking St. George 
aside, with him she thus kindly began to confer : 

" Palmer," said she, " thou resemblest both In 
princely countenance and courteous behaviour that 
thrice honoured champion of England, for whose sake 
I have daily bestowed my benevolence for these seven 
years : his name is St. George ; his fame I know thou 
hast heard reported in many a country to be the bravest 
knight that ever buckled on steel helmet. Therefore " 
for his sake will I grace thee with the chiefest honour 
in this court : instead of thy russet gabardine, I will 
clothe thee in purple silk, and instead of the ebon staff, 
thy hand shall wield the richest sword that ever princely 
eye beheld." 

To whom the noble champion St. George replied in 
this courteous manner : 

•' I have heard," quoth he, *' the princely achieve- 
ments and magnanimous adventures of that honoured 
English knight, which you so dearly affected, bruited 
through many princes* courts, and how for the love of 
a lady he hath endured a long imprisonment, from 
whence he never looked to return, but to spend the 
remnant of his days in lasting misery." 

At which the queen let fall from her eyes such a 
shower of pearled tears, and sent such numbers of 
strained sighs from her grieved heart, that her sorrow 
seemed to exceed the queen of Carthage, when she 
had for ever lost the sight of her beloved lord. But the 
brave-minded champion purposed no longer to continue 
secret, but with his discovery to convert her sorrowful 
moans to smiling joy. And so casting off his palmer's 
weed, acknowledged himself to the queen, and there- 
withal showed the half-ring. Which ring in former time 
(as you have read before) they had very equally divided 
hctwat them, to be kept in leniembrauce of their 
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Which unexpected sight highly pleased the beauteous 
Sabra, and her joy so exceeded the bounds of reason, 
that she could not speak one word, but was constrained 
through her new conceited pleasure to breathe a sad 
sigh or two into the champion's bosom, who, like a truu 
ennobled knight, entertained her with a loving kiss ; 
where after these two lovers had fully discoursed to each 
other the secrets of their souls, Sabra how she continued 
for his love a virgin, through the secret virtue of a 
gpolden chaun steeped in tiger's blood, which she wore 
seven times double about her lovely neck, took him by 
the gentle hand, and led him into her husband's stables, 
where stood his approved palfrey, who no sooner espied 
the return of his master, but he was more proud of his 
presence than Bucephalus of the Macedonian monarch, 
when he most joyfully returned in triumph from any 
▼iotorious conquest. 

" Now is the time,*' said the excellent princess Sabra, 
** that thou may est seal up the quittance of our former 
loves ; therefore, with all convenient speed take thy ap- 
proved palfrey, and thy trusty sword Ascalon, which I 
will presently deliver into thy hands, and with all cele- 
rity convey me from this unhappy country : for the 
king my husband, with all his adventurous knights, are 
now rode forth on hunting, whose absence will further 
our flight ; but if you stay till his return, it is not a 
hundred of the hardiest knights in the world can bear 
me firom this accursed palace." 

At which words St. George, having a mind graced 
with all excellent virtues, replied in this manner : 

**Thoa knowest, my divine lady, that for thy love I 
would endure as many dangers as Jason suflfered in the 
Isle Ckilehis, so I might at hist enjoy the pleasure of true 
virginity. For how is it possible thou canst remain 
chaste when thou hast been crowned' queen these seven 
yean, and every night hast entertained a king?" 

••If thoufindest me not a true maid," quoth she, "in 
all that thou canst say or do, send me back hither again 
unto my foe, whose touch I count more loathsome than a 
den of snakes, and his sight more ominous than the 
crocodile's. As for the Morocco CT0WTi,'wYA<iV\i's lo't'J.* 
of friends ir« set upon my head, 1 wisYv 0\«it Vl xaV^t 
ife tamed into a Waze of quenchless Are, so it mv^^' "^^^^ 
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endanger my body. As for the name of queen, I ac« 
count it a vain title ; for 1 had rather be the English 
lady, than the greatest empress in the world." 

At which speeches St. George willingly condescendedi 
and with all speed purposed to go into England. So 
losing no time, tiabra furnished herself with sufficient 
treasure, and obtained the good will of an eunuch, that 
was appointed for her guard in the king's absence, to 
accompany them in their travel, and to serve as a trusty 
guide, if occasion required. 

So these three worthy personages committed their 
travels to the guide of Fortune, who preserved them from 
dangers of pursuing enemies, which at the king's return 
f^om hunting followed amain to every port and haven 
that divided the kingdom of Barbary from the confines 
of Christendom. But kind Destiny so guided their 
steps, that they travelled another way, contrary to 
their expectations ; for when they looked to arrive upon 
the territories of Europe, they .were cast upon the 
fruitful banks of Orecla: in which country ve.must 
tell what happened to the three travellers. 

But now, Melpomene, thou tragic sister of the Muses, 
report what unlucky crosses happened to these three 
travellers in the confines of Grecia, and how their smil- 
ing comedy was by ill-hap turned into a weeping tra- 
gedy : for when they had journeyed about three or four 
leagues, over many a lofty hill, they came nigh unto a 
vast wilderness, through which the way seemed so long, 
and the sun-beams so exceedingly clouded, that Sabra, 
what for weariness of travel, and the extreme heat of 
the day, was constrained to rest under the shelter of a 
mighty oak, whose branches had not been lopped in 
many a year. Where she had not long remained, but 
her heart began to fednt for hunger, and her colour, that 
was but a little before as fair as any lady's in the world, 
began to change for want of a little drink ; whereat the 
most famous champion St. George, half dead with very 
grief, comforted her as weU as he could after thU 
manner : 

*• Faint not, my dear lady," said he; *' here is that 
good sword that once preserved thee from the burning 
dragon, and before thou shaltdie fur want of sustenance 
it shall make way to every comer of the wilderness ; 
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where I wiU either kill some yeniaon to refresh thy hun- 
gry stomach, or make my tomb in the bowels of some 
monstrous beast Therefore abide thou here under this 
tree, in company of thy faithful eunuch, till I return 
either with the flesh of some wild dear, or else some 
flying bird, to refresh thy spirit for a new travel." 

Thus left he his beloved lady with the eunuch in the 
woods, and travelled up and down the wilderness, till 
he espied a herd of fatted deer, from which company he 
singled out the fairest, and like a tripping satyr coursed 
her to death : then with a keen-edged sword cut out 
the goodliest haunch of venison that ever hunter's eye 
beheld ; which gift he supposed to be most welcome to 
his beloved lady. But mark what happened in Ills ab- 
sence to the two weary travellers under the tree : where 
after Bt. (George's departure, they had not long sate dis- 
coursing, one while of their long journeys, another while 
of their safe delivery from the Blackmoor king, spend- 
ing the stealing timei^ay with many an ancient story, 
but there appeared out of a thicket two huge and mon- 
strous lions, which came directly pacing towards the 
two travellers. Which fearful spectacle when Sabra 
beheld, having a heart overcharged with the extreme 
fear of death, wholly committed her soul into the hands 
of God, and her body, almost famished for food, to suf- 
fice the hunger of the two furious lions, who, by the 
appointment of heaven, proffered not so much as to lay 
their wrathful paws upon the smallest part of her gar- 
ment, but with eager mood assailed the eunuch, until 
they had buried his body in the empty vaults of their 
hungry bowels : then with their teeth lately imbrued in 
blood, rent the eunuch's steed into small pieces : which 
being done, they came to the lady, who sate quaking 
half dead with fear, and, like two lambs, couched their 
heads upon her lap, where with her hand she stroked 
down their bristled hairs, not daring almost to breathe, 
till a heavy sleep had over-mastered their furious senses, 
by which time the princely-minded champion St. George 
returned with a piece of venisun upon the point of his 
sword : who at that unexpected sight stood in amaze, 
whether it was best to fly for safegard of his life, or to 
venture his fortune against the furious lions. But «.l\u>\i 
the love of hu» lady encouraged him to such a CoTyr«.T^«Mt 
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of all beholden: but, to be brief, he lo worthOy 
behated himself, and with inch fortitude, that the em- 
[>eror applauded him for the bravest knight in the world. 

Tims in great royalty, to the exceeding pleasure of 
the emperor, was the first day spent, till the dark even- 
ing causod the knights to break off company, and repair 
to their night's repose. And the next morning, no 
sooner did Phoebus show his splendid brightness, but 
the king of heralds, under the emperor, with a noise of 
trumpets, awaked the champions from their silent sleep, 
who with all speed prepared fur the second day 's exercise. 
The chief champion appointed for that day, was the 
victorious knight St. James of Spain ; which after the 
emperor and empress had seated themselves with a 
stately train of beautiful ladies, entered the lists upon 
a Spanish gennet : directly over-against the emperor's 
throne, his tent was pitched, which was of the colour 
of quicksilver, wherein was pourtrayed many fine de- 
vices ; before the tent attended four esquires, bearing 
four several escutcheons in their hands, whereon were 
curiously painted the four elements ; likewise he had 
the title of the silver knight ; who behaved himself no 
h'ss worthy of all princely commendations than the 
French champion the day before. 

The third day St. Anthony of Italy was chief chal- 
lenger in the tournament, whose tent was of the colour 
uf the skies, his steed furnished with costly habiliments, 
his armour after the Barbarian manner, his shield plated 
round about with steel, whereon was painted a golden 
eagle in a field of blue, which signified the ancient arms 
of Rome ; likewise he had the title of the azure knight, 
whose matchless chivalry for that day, won the prize 
trom all the Grecian kuights. 

The fourth day, by the emperor's appointment, the 
worthy knight St. Andrew of Scotland obtained the 
honour to be the chief challenger for the tournament ; 
his tent was framed in the manner of a ship swimming 
upon the waves of the sea, environed about with dol- 
phins, tritons, and many strange-contrived mermaids ; 
upon the top stood the picture of Neptune, the god of 
the seas, bearing in his hand a streamer, whereon was 
wrought, in crimson silk, a corner cross, which seemed 
to be his country's arms ; he was called the red knight. 
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because bis borse vras covered witb a bloody veil : bis 
wortby acbievements obtained sucb favour in the em- 
peror's eyes, tbat be tbrewbiro bis silver gauntlet, wbich 
was prised at a thousand portagues ; wbere, after bis 
noble encounters, be enjoyed a sweet repose. 

The fifth day St. Patrick of Ireland, as chief cham- 
pion, entered the lists upon an Irish bobby, covered with 
a veil of green, attended by six sylvan knights, every 
one bearing upon bis shoulder a blooming tree; bis 
tent resembled a summer's bower, at the entry whereof 
stood the picture of Flora, beautified with a wreath of 
sweet-smelling roses ; be was named the green knight ; 
whose wortby prowess so daunted the defendants, that 
before the tournament began, they gave bim the honour 
of the day. 

Upon the sixtb day the beroical and noble-minded 
champion of Wales entered the lists upon a Tartarian 
palfrey, covered witb a veil of black, to signify a black 
and tragical day should befal those Grecian knights tbat 
durst approve bis fortitude : bis tent was pitched in the 
manner and form of a castle, in the west side of the 
lists ; before the entry whereof, bung a golden shield, 
whereon was lively pourtrayed a silver griffin rampant 
upon a golden helmet, which signified the ancient arms 
of Britain. His princely acbievements not only ob- 
tained due commendations at the emperor's bands, but 
of the whole assembly of the Grecian ladies, wherewith 
they applauded bim to be the most noble knight tbat 
ever shivered lance, and the most fortunate champion 
tbat ever entered into the Grecian court. 

Upon the seventh and last day of these honourable 
tournaments, the famous and valiant knight at arms, 
St. George of England, as chief challenger, entered the 
lists upon a sable-coloured steed, betrapped witb bars 
of burnished gold, bis forehead beautified witb a gorgeous 
plume of purple feathers, from whence bung many pen- 
dants of gold ; his armour of the purest Lydian steel, 
nailed fast together with silver plates ; his helmet en- 
graven very curiously, beset witb Indian pearl and jaspar 
stones ; before bis breastplate bung a silver table in a 
damask scarf, whereon was pictured a lion rampant in a 
bloody field, bearing three crowns upon bis bead : be- 
fore bii tent stood ^ ivory chariot, guarded by twelve 
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whom he now beheld quaking before the dismal gates 
of death : so laying down his venison, he sheathed his 
falchion in the bowels of one of the lions. Sabra kept 
the other sleeping in her lap till his prosperous hand had 
likewise despatched him : which adventure being per- 
formed, he first thanked heaven for victory and then 
in this kind manner saluted his lady. 

•* Now, Sabra," said he, •• I have by this sufficiently 
proved thy true purity ; for it is the nature of a lion, 
be he ever so furious, not to harm the unspotted virgin, 
but humbly to lay his bristled head upon a maiden's 
lap. Therefore, divine paragon, thou art the world's 
chief wonder for love and chastity, whose honoured 
virtues shall ring as far as Phoebus sends his lights, and 
whose constancy I will maintain in every land where I 
come, to be the truest under the circuit of the sun." 
At which words he cast his eyes aside, and beheld the 
bloody spectacle of the eunuch's tragedy, which by 
Sabra was wofuUy discoursed to tiie grief of Bt Oeoi^, 
where sad sighs served for a doleAl knell to bewail his 
untimely death : but having a noble mind, not subject 
to vain sorrow, where all hope of life is past, ceased his 
grief, and prepared the venison in readiness for his 
lady's repast. 

After which, joyful repast, these two princely persons 
set forward to their wonted travels, whereby the happy 
guide of heaven so conducted their steps, that before 
many days passed, they arrived in the Grecian court, 
even upon that day when the marriage of the Ghrecian 
emperor should be solemnly held : which nuptials, in 
former times, had been bruited into every nation in the 
world, as well in Europe, as Africa and Asia. At which 
honourable marriage the bravest knights then Uvlng on 
earth were present ; for golden Fame had bruited the 
report thereof to the ears of the Seven Charaploiis ; in 
Thessaly, to St. Denis, the champion of France, there 
remaining -with his beauteous Eglantine ; into Seville, 
to St. James, the champion of Spain, where he remained 
with his lovely Celestine ; to St. Anthony, the champion 
of Italy, then travelling into the borders of Scythia, 
with his lady Rosalinde ; likewise to St. Andrew, the 
champion of Scotland ; to St. Patrick, the champion of 
Ireland ; and to St. David, the champion of Walet. 
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Bat now 7ame and smiling Fortone contented to 
make their knightly achieyements to thine in the eyes 
of the whole world* therefore by the conduct of heaven 
they generally arrired in the Grecian emperor's court. 



CHAPTER XIL 

To speak of the number of knights that assembled in 
the Grecian court together, were a labour over tedious, 
requiring the pen of Homer : therefore will I omit the 
honourable train of knights and ladies that did attend 
them to the church ; their costly garments and glitter- 
ing ornaments, exceeding the royalty of Hecuba, the 
beauteous qneen of Troy. After some few days the 
emperor proclaimed a solemn jousting to be held for 
the space of seyen days, in the honour of his marriage, 
and appointed for his chief champions the seyen Chris- 
tian knights. t 

Against the day appointed for the tournaments to 
begin, the emperor caused a large frame of timberwork 
to be erected, whereon the empress and her ladies might 
stand, for the better view of the tilters, and at pleasure 
behold the champions' encounters ; likewise in the 
eompass of the lists were pitched seven tents of seven 
several colours, wherein the seven champions might re- 
main till the sound of the silver trumpets summoned 
them to appear. 

The first day, St. Denis of France was appointed chief 
champion against all comers, who was called by the title 
of the Golden knight, who at the sound of the trumpet 
entered the lists. His tent was of the colour of the 
marigold ; upon the top an artificial sun flamed, tha* 
seemed to beautify the whole assembly ; his horse an 
iron grey, graced with a spangled plume of feathers : 
before him rode a page in purple silk, bearing upon his 
crest three golden flower-de-luces, which did signify 
his arms. Thus in this royal manner entered St. Denis 
tlie lists ; where after he had traced twice or thrice up 
and down, to the open view of the whole company, he 
prepared himself in readiness to begin the tournament ; 
agaitistwhom ran many Grecian knights, which wet^ levi- 
ed bv il t' F-.oiicii chuutpiou, to the wonderUxV a,^vQ^QX\Q\x 
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betrothed ladies, who chose rather to live in their hus- 
bands' bosoms, than with their misbelieving parents. 
Where after some few days they arrived in the spacious 
bay of Portugal, in which haven they vowed, by the 
honour of true knighthood, to meet again within six 
mouths ensiling, there to join all their Christian armies 
into one legion. Upon which plighted resolution, the 
wortiiy champions departed one from another : St. 
(George into England, St. Denis into France, St James 
into Spain, St. Anthony into Italy, St. Andrew into 
Scotland. St. Patrick into Ireland. St. David into Wales. 
Whose pleasant banks they had not beheld in many 
years before, where their entertainments were as ho- 
nourable as their hearts desired. 



CHAPTER XIII. 
Afteb the seven champions of Christendom arrived in 
their native countries, and by true reports had blazed 
abroad to every prince's ear the bloody resolutions of 
the pagans, and how the provinces of Africa and Asia 
had mustered up their forces to the invasion of Europe; 
all Christian kings then, at the entreaty of the cham- 
pions, appointed mighty armies of well-approved soldiers, 
both by sea and land, to intercept the infidels* wicked 
intention. Likewise, by the whole consent of Christen- 
dom, the noble and fortunate champion of England, St. 
George, was appointed chief general and principal leader 
of the armies, and the other six champions were elected 
for his council, and chief assistants in all attempts that 
appertained either to the benefit of Christendom, or the 
furtherance of their fortunate proceedings. 

This war so fired the hearts of many youthful gentle- 
men, and 80 encouraged the minds of every common 
soldier, that some mortgaged their lands, and at their 
own charges furnished themselves : some sold their pa- 
trimonies to serve in these honourable wars ; and other 
some forsook parents, kindred, wife, children, friends, and 
acquaintance, and without constraint of pressing, oflfered 
themselves to follow so noble a general as the renowned 
champion of England, and to spend their blood in the 
Just quarrel ot their natvve conxitty* 
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To be brief, one might behold the streets of every 
town and city throughout all the dominions of Europe, 
beautified with troops of soldiers, vrhich thirsted after 
nothing but fame and honour. Then the joyful sound 
of thundering drums, and the echoes of silver trumpets, 
summoning them to arms ; that followed with as much 
willingness as the Grecians followed Agamemnon to the 
woful overthrow of Troy. For by the lime the cham- 
pions had sported in the company of their kind mistresses, 
the forward captains taken their courtly pastimes, and 
the willing soldiers bade adieu to their friends and ac- 
quaintance, the spring had covered the earth with a 
new livery ; which was the appointed time the Christian 
armies should meet in Portugal, there to join their 
several troops into one legion ; which promise caused 
the champions to bid adieu to their native countries, 
and with all speed to buckle on their furnitures, to hoist 
up sails, where after a short time the wind, with a calm 
and prosperous gale, cost them happily into the bay of 
Portugal. 

The first that arrived in that spacious haven was the 
noble champion St. George ; with one hundred thousand 
courageous English soldiers, whose forwardness be- 
tokened a fortunate success, and their willing minds a 
joyful victory. His army set in battle array, seemed 
to countervail the number of the Macedonian soldiers, 
wherewith worthy Alexander conquered the western 
world ; his horsemen, being in number twenty thousand, 
were armed all in black corselets ; their lances bound 
about with plates of steel, their steeds covered with 
mail, three times doubled ; their colours were the san- 
guine cross, supported by a golden lion : his sturdy 
bowmen, whose conquering gray goose wing in former 
times hath terrified the circled earth, being in number 
likewise twenty thousand, clad all in red mandilions, with 
caps of the same colour, bearing thereon likewise a san- 
guine cross, being the true badge of honour of England; 
their bows of the strongest yew, and their arrows of 
the soundest ash, with forked heads of steel, and their 
feathers bound on with green wax and twisted silk : his 
musquetecrs, being in number ten thouaauOiA^^vt xaxx"*- 
kets of the widest bore, with firelocVia, vjtoxx^V. "^1 
curious workmanship, yet of such vroTvAeTtvWv^Vxv^s^'&x 
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that they required no rest at all to ease their arms : his 
cavalier shot likewise ten thousand of the smaller-tim- 
bered men, but yet of as courageous minds as the tallest 
soldiers in his army : his pikes and bills to guard the 
waving ensigns, thirty thousand, clad all with glittering 
bright armour : likewise followed ten thousand labour- 
ing pioneers, if occasion served, to undermine any town 
or castle, to intrench forts or sconces, or to make a 
passage through hills and mountains, as worthy Hanni- 
bal did. when he made a way for his soldiers through 
the lofty Alps, that divide the countries of Italy and 
Spain. 

The next that arrived in the bay of Portugal was the 
princely-minded champion, St. David of Wales, with 
an army of fifty thousand true-born Britons, Aimished 
with all habiliments of war for so noble and valiant a 
service, to the high renown of his country, and true 
honour of his progeny : their armour in richness no- 
thing inferior to the Englishmen ; their colours were a 
golden cross, supported by a silver griffin ; which escut- 
cheon si^ified the ancient arms of Wales : for no sooner 
had St. George a sight of the valiant Britons, but he caus- 
ed his musqueteers presently to entertain them with a 
volley of shot, to express their joyful welcome to shore. 
But no sooner were the skies cleared from the smoke of 
the reeking powder, and that St. Oeorge might at plea- 
sure discern the magnanimous champion of Wales, who 
as then rode upon a milk-white hobby in silver armour, 
guarded with a train of knights in purple vestures, but 
he greeted St. David with kind courtesies, and accom- 
panied him to the English tent, which they had erected 
close by the port side, where for that night these two 
champions remained, spending the time with unspeak- 
able pleasure : and so upon the next day after, St. 
David departed to his own tent, which he had caused to 
be pitched a quarter of a league from the English army. 

The next that arrived on the fruitful banks of Por- 
tugal was St. Patrick, the noble champion of Ireland, 
with an army likewise of fifty thousand, attired after a 
strange and wonderful manner : their furniture were of 
the skins of wild beasts, but yet more unpierccable 
than the strongest armour ot \>Toot. TW^^ Vw\i \\\ their 
hafvls mighty darts, tip\)od al v\\e «iw^ vjvV\\ ^x\o«Xv\c^ 
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Bteel, whicli tbe conrageoiu and raliant Irish soldiers, 
by tbe agility of their arms, could throw a full flight 
shot, and with forcible strength would strike three or 
four inches into an oak. 

These hardy soldiers no sooner arrived on the shore, 
but the English musqueteers gave them a princely en- 
tertainment, and presently conducted the noble-minded 
St. Patrick to the English tent, where the three cham- 
pions of England, Wales, and Ireland, passed away the 
time with exceeding great royalty, laying down reasons 
how to pitch their camps to the most disadvantage of 
the misbelieving enemy, and setting perfect directions 
which way they were best to march, and such-like de- 
vices, for their own safeties, and the benefit of Chris- 
tendom. 

The next that landed on the banks of Portugal was 
St. Andrew, the worthy champion of Scotland, with 
threescore thousand of well-approved soldiers : his 
horsemen, the old adventurous Galloways, clad in quilted 
jackets, with lances of the Turkish fashion, thick and 
short, bearing upon their beavers the arms of Scotland, 
which was a comer cross, supported by a naked virgin : 
his pikemen, the bold and hardy men of Orcady, which 
eontlnually lie upon freezing mountains, the icy rock, 
and the snowy valleys : his shot, the light-footed Palli- 
donians, that, if occasion be, can climb the highest hiU, 
and for nimbleness in running, overgo the swift-footed 
stag. These bold adventurous Scottish men in all for- 
wardness, deserved as much honour at the English cham- 
pion's hands as any other nation before ; therefore he 
commanded his shot, on their first entry on land, to give 
them a noble entertainment, which they performed most 
royally, and also conducted St. Andrew to the English 
tent, where, after he had given St. George the courtesy 
of his country, departed to his tent, which was distant 
from the English tent a mile. 

The next that arrived was St. Anthony, the champion 
of Italy, with a band of fourscore thousand brave Italian 
soldiers, mounted on warlike coursers ; every horseman 
attended on by a naked negro, bearing in his hand e. 
streamer of watchet silk, with the arms ot ItsV:^ \)cL«t««iv 
set in gold ; every footman furnished. -wvVYv ^yvt^"*^^ 
famiture in aa at&teJy a manner aa t\v© "Biafgk!aJtcift«a\ 
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who at their landing received as royal entertainment aB 
the other nations, and likewise St. Anthony was as 
highly honoured by the English champion, as any of 
the other Christian knights. 

The next that arrived was St. Denis, the victorious 
champion of France, with a baud of fourscore thou- 
sand. After his marched dukes of twelve several duke- 
doms, then under the government of the French king, 
every one at his own proper cost and charges main- 
tained two thousand soldiers in these Christian wars : 
their entertainments were as glorious as the rest. 

The last of the Christian champions that arrived upon 
the fruitful banks of Portugal was the magnanimous 
knight St. James of Spain, with a band likewise of 
fourscore thousand: with him he brought from the 
Spanish mines ten ton of refined gold, only to maintain 
soldiers in the defence of Christendom ; who no sooner 
landed his troops, but the six champions gave him the 
honourable welcome of a soldier, and ordained a solemn 
banquet for the general armies, whose number justly 
surmounted five hundred thousand ; which legions they 
conjoined into one camp royal, and after placed their 
wings and squadrons battle-wise, chiefly by the direction 
of St. George, being then cliief general, by the consent 
of the Christian kings ; who, after he had over-viewed 
the Christian armies, his countenance seemed to prog- 
nosticate a crowned victory, and to fortel a fatal over- 
throw to the misbelieving potentates : therefore, to en- 
courage his princely followers to persevere in their 
wonted willingness, pronounced this princely oration. 

•• You men of Europe," said he, •* and my country- 
men, whose conquering fortunes never yet have feared 
the enemies of Christ, you see we have forsook our 
native lands, and committed our destinies to the queen 
of chance, not to fight in any unjust quarrel, but in the 
true cause of Israel's Anointed ; not against nature to 
climb to the heavens, as Nimrod and the giants proflered 
in former time, but to prevent the invasion of Christen- 
dom, the ruin of Europe, and the intended overthrow 
of all Christian provinces. The bloody-minded infidels 
have mustered up legions, in numbers like blades of 
graaa that grow upon the ftoufvaWm^ Ckoviw-i w^ luly, or 
^^ atan of heayen in the cu\dv%t YJ\u\.et'a\\v^A\.,\|X^- 
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testing to fill our countries vith seas of blood, scatter 
oar streets 'with mangled limbs, and convert our glorious 
cities into flames of quenchless fire ; therefore, dear 
countrymen, live not to see our Christian virgins spoiled 
by lustful rape, nor dragged along our streets like guilt- 
less lambs to a bloody slaughter : nor to see our harm- 
less babes, with bruised brains, dashed against hard 
flinty stones : nor to see our feeble age, whose hair 
resembles silver mines, lie bleeding on the marble pave- 
ment; but like true Christian soldiers fight in the 
quarrel of your countries. What though the Pagans be 
in number ten to one, yet heaven I know will fight for 
Christendom, and cast them down before our faces, like 
drops of April showers. Be not dismayed to see them 
in ordered ranks, nor, fear not when as you behold the 
streamers hovering in the waving wind, when theit 
steeled pikes, like to a thorny forest, will overspread 
whole countries : thousands of them I know will have 
no heart to fight, but fly with cowardly fear, like flocks 
of sheep before the gready wolf. I am the leader of 
your noble minds, that never fought in rain, nor ever 
entered battle but returned with conquest. Then every 
one with me build upon this princely resolutiou : • For 
Christendom we fight ; for Christendom we live and 
die.»'» 

This soldier-like oration was no sooner finished, but 
the whole army, with a general voice, cried, * To arms, 
to arms, with victorious George of England !* which 
noble resolution of the soldiers so rejoiced the English 
champion, and likewise encouraged the other Christian 
knights with such forwardness of mind, that they gave 
speedy commandment to remove their tents, and to 
march with easy journeys towards Tripoly in Barbary, 
where Almidor, the black king of Morocco, had resi- 
dence ; in which travel we must leave for a while the 
Christian army, and speak of the innumerable troops of 
Pagan knights that arrived in the kingdom of Hungary, 
and how they fell at variance in the election of a genenil 
which civil mutiny caused much efl'usion of blood, to 
the great hurt both of Africa and Asia, «a \i«tA 1K^^ 
lowetb. 
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Thb ireful Pagans, after they had levied their martial 
forces both by sea and land, repaired to their general 
place of laeeting, there to conclude of the utter ruin 
of Christendom : for no sooner had Winter withdrawn 
his chill frost from the earth, and Flora took possession 
of his place, but the kingdom of Hungary suffered ex- 
cessive penury, through the numberless armies of ac- 
cursed infidels, being their appointed place of meeting : 
for though Hungary, of all other countries, then was 
the richest and pleutlfullest of victuals to maintain a 
camp of men, yet was it mightily overpressed, and 
greatly burthened with multitudes, not only with want of 
necessaries to relieve soldiers, but with extreme cruelty 
of those bloody miscreants, that through a civil discord 
which happened amongst them, about the election of a 
general, they converted their union into a most inhuman 
slaughter, and their triumph of victory to a dismal 
bloody tragedy : for no sooner arrived their legions upon 
the plains of Algernos, being in length and breadth 
one-and-twenty leagues, but the king of Hungary caused 
their muster-rolls to be publicly read, aud justly num- 
bered, in the hearing of the Pagan knights, which in 
this manner was proclaimed through the camp. 

First, Be it known unto all nations that fight in the 
quarrels of Africa and Asia, under the conduct of our 
three great gods Mohammed, Tarmagant, and Apollo, 
what invincible forces be now arrived in this renowned 
kingdom of Hungary, a land honoured through the 
world, not only for arms, but curious buildings, and 
plentified with all manner of riches. 

Second, We have from the emperor of Constantinople, 
two hundred thousand. From the emperor of Orecia, 
two hundred and fifty thousand. From the emperor of 
Tartary, a hundred threescore and three thousand. 
From the soldan of Persia, two hundred thousand. From 
the king of Jerusalem, four hundred thousand. Of 
Moors, one hundred and twenty thousand. Of coal- 
black Negroes, one hundred and forty thousand. Of 
Arabians, one hundred and avxly lYvow^nw^. Cil "A^by- 
toniaBB, one hundied and tbiity tYioxx^wA wi^ q^^. ^\ 
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Annenlans* one hundred and fifty thousand. Of Mace- 
donians, two hundred and ten thousand. Of Syracu- 
sians, fifteen thousand six hundred. Of Ilungarians, 
three hundred and six thousand. Of Sicilians, sev^en 
thousand three hundred. Of Scythians, one hundred 
and five thousand. Of Farthians, ten thousand three 
hundred. Of Phrygians, seven thousand three hundred. 
Of Ethiopians, sixty thousand. Of Thracians, fourscore 
thousand. Likewise from the provinces of Frester John, 
three thousand of uncouquered knights, with many other 
petty dominions and dukedoms, whose number I omit 
for this time, lest I should seem over-tedious to the 
reader. 

But to conclude, such a camp of armed soldiers ar- 
rived in Hungary, that might in one month have de- 
stroyed Christendom, had not God defended them from 
those barbarous nations, and by his invincible power 
confounded the pagans in their own practices : for no 
sooner had the heralds proclaimed through the camp 
what a number of nations joined in arms together, but 
the soldiers fell at dissension one with another, about 
the election of a general : some vowed to follow none 
but the king of Jerusalem ; some Ftolemy the Egyptian 
king ; and some the soldan of Fersia, either to persevere 
in their own wills, or to lose their lives in the same 
quarrel. 

Thus in this manner parts were taken on all sides, not 
only by the meaner sort, but by leaders and commanders 
of bands ; whereby the kings and potentates were forced 
to commit their wills to their soldiers* pleasure. This 
civil broil so discouraged the whole army, that many 
withdrew their forces and presently marched homewards, 
as the king of Morocco, and his tawny Moors, and coal- 
black Negroes : likewise the soldan of Fersia, Ftolemy 
the Egyptian king, the kings of Arabia and Jerusalem, 
every one departed to their own countries, cursing the 
time they attempted first so vahx an enterprise. The 
rest, not minding to put up abuses, fell from brawling 
boasts to downright blows ; which continued without 
ceasing for the space of three days, in which eiicQxmVen 
the murdered inAdela, like scattered ccm, o'vei%v^e«-^ 
the eeldM of Hung&ry ; the fruitful vaWeya U7 dt«Nm^ 
ia purple gore; the Selda ot corn consumed vrVOci ^«»&«^ 

n 
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of fire ; their towns and cities ruined with wasUug war ; 
wherein the fathers were sad witnesses of their chil- 
dren's slaughters, and the sons beheld their parents' 
reverend hairs, more white than tried silver, besmeared 
with clotted blood. 

In the meanwhile the seven worthy champions of 
Christendom had entered Barbary, before Almidor, the 
black king of Morocco, with his scattered troops of 
floors and Negroes, returned from Hungary, and by 
fire and sword had wasted many of their chief est towns 
and forts, whereby the country was much weakened, 
and the commons compelled to sue for mercy at the 
champions' hands, who, bearing true Christian minds, 
within their hearts continually pity harboured, vouch- 
safed to grant mercy to those that yielded their lives to 
the pleasure of the Christian knights : but when St. 
George had intelligence of Almidor's approach with his 
weakened troops, he presently prepared his soldiers in 
readiness to give the Moors a bloody banquet, which 
was the next morning by break of day performed, to the 
high honour of Christendom : but the night before, the 
Moors knowing the country better than the Christians, 
got the advantage both of wind and sun ; whereat St. 
George being something dismayed, but yet not discour- 
aged, emboldened his soldiers with many heroical 
speeches, proffering them frankly the enemy's spoils, 
and so with the sun's uprising entered battle, where the 
Moors fell before the Christians' swords as ears of com 
before the reapers' sickles. 

During this conflict, the seven champions, still in the 
fore-front of the battle, so adventurously behaved them- 
selves, that they slew more negroes than a hundred of 
the bfavest knights in the Christian armies. At last. 
Fortune intending to make St. George's prowess to shine 
brighter than the rest, singled out the Morocco king, 
betwixt whom and the English champion was a long 
and dangerous fight: but St. George so courageously 
behaved himself with his trusty sword, that Almidor 
was constrained to yield to his mercy. The army of 
the Moors, seeing theur king taken prisoner, presently 
would have fled, but th«Lt the Christians, being the 
tighter of foot, overtook. tYvexcv, wcv^ m^Aa VJaa ^<&^tiest 
ilaughtet of them that evet \v^^^eu«ii*vQ.^w>awi. 



OP CHRISTENDOM. 99 

Thus after fhe battle ended, and the joyful sound of 
victory ranged through the Christian army, the soldiers 
furnished themselyes with the enemy's spoils, and 
marched, by St. George's direction, to the city of Tri- 
poly, being then almost unpeopled through the late 
slaughter which was there made : in which city, after 
they had rested some days, and refreshed themselves 
with wholesome food, the English champion, in revenge 
of his former proffered injuries by the Morocco king, 
gave this severe sentence of death : 

** First, he commanded a brazen cauldron to be filled 
with boilhig lead and brimstone : then Almidor to be 
brought to the place of death by twelve of the noblest 
peers in Barbary, therein to be consumed, which was 
performed within seven days following. The brazen 
cauldron was erected, by the appointment of St. George, 
directly in the middle of the chiefest market-place, 
under which a mighty hot fire continually burned for 
the space of eight-and-forty hours." 

Kow all things being thus prepared in readiness, and 
the Christian champions present to behold the wofiil 
spectacle, the condemned Blackmoor king came to the 
place of execution in a shirt of fine Indian silk, his hands 
pinioned together with a chain of gold, and his face co- 
yered with a damask scarf, his attendants and chief 
conductors, twelve Moorish peers, clad in sable gowns of 
taffety, carrying before him the wheel of Fortune, with 
a picture of a monarch vaunting, with this motto on his 
breast, * I will be king in spite of Fortune :* upon the 
top of the wheel the picture or perfect image of a deposed 
potentate, falling with his head downwards, with this 
motto on his breast, ' I have been king while it pleased 
Fortune:' which plainly signified the chance of war, 
and of inconstant destiny. His guard was a hundred 
Christian soldiers, holding Fortune in disdain: after 
Ihem attended a hundred of Morocco virgins in black 
ornaments, their hair bound up with silver wires, and 
covered with veils of black silk, signifying the sorrow 
of their country for the loss of their sovereign. In this 
mournful manner came the unfortunate Almidor to thv 
boiling cauldron ; which when he came neax,'bia 'Vv^kcV 
waxed cold, and bis tongue deyoid of utterance iox «k\\mft \ 
sU loMt be broke forth into these eaxneBt v^^^^^^^*^^^^^ 
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proffering more for hit life than the whole kingdom of 
Barbary could perform. 

** Most mighty and inyincible champion of Christen- 
dom/* quoth he» *' let my life be ransomed, and thon 
shalt yearly receive ten tons of tried gold, fire hundred 
webs of woven silk, a hundred ships of spices and re- 
fined sugar shall be yearly paid thee by our Barbary 
merchants; a hundred wagons, likewise, laden with 
pearl and jaspar stones, which by our cunning lapidists 
shall be yearly chosen forth and brought thee home to 
England, to make that blessed country the richest within 
the dominions of Europe ; likewise I wUl deliyer up my 
diadem, with all my princely dignities, and in company 
of the Morocco lords, like bridled horses, draw thee 
daily in a silver chariot up and down the circled earth, 
till death give end to our lives' pilgrimage; therefore, 
most admired knight at arms, let these salt tears, that 
trickle from the conduits of my eyes, obtain one grant 
of comfort at thy hands, for on my bended knees I 
beg for life, that never before this time did kneel to 
mortal man.'* 

** Thou speakest In vain," replied St. George: " not 
the treasures hidden in the deepest seas, nor all the 
golden mines of rich America, shall redeem thy life : thou 
knowest, accursed villain, thy wicked practices in the 
Egyptian court, where thou proferedst wrongfully to be- 
reave me of my life. Through thy treachery I endured a 
long imprisonment in Persia, where for seven years I 
drank foul channel water, and sufficed my hanger with 
bread of bran-meal : my food was loathsome flesh of rata 
and mice, and my resting-place a dismal dungeon, where 
neither sun nor the cheerful light of heaven lent me 
comfort during my long-continued misery : for which 
inhuman dealing, and profiered injuries, the hearens en- 
force me to a speedy revenge, which in this manner shall 
be accomplished. 

*• Thou seest the torment prepared for thy death, this 
orasec cauldron filled with boiled lead and brimstone, 
wherein thy accursed body shall be speedily cast, and 
boiled till thy detested limbs be consumed to a watery 
substanoe In this sparkling liquor : therefore prepare thy- 
seltto entertain the violent attoke of death, and willingly 
bid mU tby kingly dignities iaie^ieVi*. \iMX i«\ \\%^\V«« 
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nnderftand that mercy baiboun in a Cbriiiian's heart, 
and where mercy dwells there faults are forgiyen, upon 
some humble penitence : though thy trespasses desenre 
no pity, but severe punishment, yet upon these oonsi- 
dentions I will grant thee liberty of life : 

** First, that thou wilt forsake thy gods, Tarmagant 
and Apollo, which be the yain imagination of men, and 
belieye in our true and eyer-Uviug God, under whose 
banner we Christians have taken in hand this long war. 
Secondly, thou shalt give commandment that all thy 
barbarous nations be christened in the faith of Christ. 
Thirdly and lastly, that thy three kingdoms of Barbary, 
Morocco, and India, swear true allegiance to all Christian 
kings, and never to bear arms, but in the true quarrel of 
Christ and his anointed nations. These things duly 
observed, thy life shall be preserved, and thy liberty 
obtained, otherwise look for no mercy, but a speedy and 
most terrible death. 

These words more displeased the unchristian king 
of Morocco than the sentence of his condemnation; 
whereupon in these brief speeches he set down his re- 
solution : 

•• Great potentate of Europe,*' replied Almldor, *' by 
whose mightiness Fortune sits fettered in the chains of 
power, my golden diadem and regal sceptre by constraint 
I must deliver up. But before I will forsake my coun- 
try's gods, I will endure a hundred deaths ; and before 
my conscience be reformed to a new faith, the earth 
shall be no earth, the sea no sea, the heaven no heaven. 
Thinkest thou now, proud Christian, by thy threatened 
torments, to make me forget my Creator, and believe in 
thy Ood, the supposed king of the Jews, and basely 
bom under an ox's stall 1 No, no, accursed Christians, 
you ofispring of Cain, you generation of Ishmael, you 
seed of vipers, and accursed through the world, look for 
a speedy shower of vengeance to rain from heaven upon 
your wicked nations. Your bloody practices have 
pierced the battlements of Jove, and your tyrannies 
beaten open the gate of mighty Mohammed, who has 
provided whips of burning wire to scourge you for "^omx 
cruelties, proffered to and against bia bleaaedL -vot^v^- 
pers. Now with tbia deadly curse I bid. 70x1 aXL Ux«7i^*« 
The plagaea ot Egypt light upon youi VilkiKii^tat^Qaft 
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eaTM of Cain upon your children, the Ikmine of Jeru- 
Mlem upon your firiends, and the misery of (Edipns 
upon yourselves.'* 

This wicked resolution and baleful curse was no sooner 
ended by the desperate-minded Almidor, but the imps* 
tience of St. George was so highly moved, that he gave 
present command to the appointed executioners to cast 
him into the boiling cauldron ; which incontinently they 
performed, to the terror of all the beholders. To see 
this woful spectacle, the battlements of the temple were 
so thronged with people, the houses covered with women 
and children, and the streets filled with armed soldiers, 
that it was a wonder to behold. Amongst which multi- 
tudes there were some particular persons, that at the 
sight of Almidor's death, fell down and broke their 
necks : but the general number, as well of pagans as 
Christians, cried with cheerful voices, '* Honour and 
victory follow St. George of England, for he hath re- 
deemed Barbary from a miserable servitude." Which 
joyful hearing so delighted the seven champions of 
Christendom, that they caused their conduits to run 
with wines, the streets to be beautified with bonfires, 
and a sumptuous banquet to be proclaimed through the 
city, which after continued for the space of seven days, 
ia more magnificent royalty than the banquet of Baby- 
lon, when the Macedonian monarch returned from the 
world's conquest. 

The champions' liberty procured such faithful love 
in the hearts of the Morocco peers, that with a general 
consent they chose St. George for their lawful king ; 
where, after they had invested him in the princely seat 
of the Morocco potentate, they set the crown upon his 
head, and after presented him with an imperial pall, 
which the kings of Barbary usually wore upon their 
coronation day, protesting to forsake their profane reli- 
gion, and be christened in the faith of Christ. 

This promised conversion of the infidels more highly 
delighted the English champion, than to have the whole 
world's honour a^ command: for it was the chiefest 
^3oint of his knightly oath to advance the faith of Christ, 
and to enlarge the bounds of Christendom. After his 
coronation was so solemnly i^rformed, the other six 
efiampiooB condniotedli^m to «k'sncVxkA«\^ ^gi^ARft^^VRA ^ 
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took true aDegianee of the Morocco lordi, by plighted 
oaths to be true to hia crown. After this, he establiahed 
the Christian laws, to the benefit of the whole country : 
then he commanded all the ceremonious rites of Moham- 
med to be trodden under foot, and the true gospel of 
Christ to be preached : likewise he caused all that did 
remain in Barbary to be christened in the new fiedth. 
But these obsenrations continued but for a time, as 
hereafter shall be discovered at large. For Fame, not 
intending to let the worthy champions long to remain 
in the idle bowers of peace, summoned them to perse- 
vere in the noble achievements, and to muster up anew 
their soldiers, whose armour cankered ease had almost 
stained with rust ; therefore St. Oeorge committed the 
government of the country to four of the principal peers 
of Morocco, and marched towards the country of Egypt, 
where lived treacherous Ptolemy, the father of his be- 
loved lady Sabra, whom he had left in the kingdom of 
England. In which journey, and happy arrival in 
Egypt, we will leave the seven champions for a time, 
and speak of the faithless infidels in Barbary, after the 
departure of the Christians, whose former honours they 
slightly regarded : for no sooner had St. Oeorge, with 
his martial troops, bidden their country adieu, but the 
faithless Moors reconciled themselves to their former 
gods, and purposed a speedy revenge for the death of 
Almidor, against all Christians that remained within the 
limits of that heathen nation : for there were many 
soldiers wounded in the late battle, likewise a number 
oppressed with sickness, which the Christian champions 
had left behind for their better recoveries, upon whom 
the barbarous Moors committed their first tyranny ; for 
they caused the distressed soldiers to be drawn upon 
sledges to the uttermost parts of the city, and there 
put them into a large and old monastery, which they 
presently set on fire, and most inhumanly burned the 
Christian soldiers, and after converted the place into a 
filthy laystall : many women and succourless children 
they dragged up and down the streets, till their brains 
were dashed against the stones, and the blood had co- 
vered the earth with a purple hue. Many other ct>x"fe\.- 
ties were committed by the wicked InMeVs vl^b^xaV. ^« 
distreMMed Christians, which I purpose to l^aAA o^«t« «!Ck<^ 
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intend to dUcoarfe of the Chriftlan champions' pro- 
oeedings, who by thif time were arriyed in the kingdom 
of EgTTt. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Thb champions of Christendom no sooner arrired upon 
the territories of Egypt, where they supposed to have 
adventured their lives upon the chance of war, but all 
things fell out contrary to their expectations ; they found 
the gates of every village and town unpeopled ; for the 
commons, at the report of the Christians* arrival, secretly 
hid their treasure in the caves of the earth, in deep 
wells and such-like obscure places, and a general fear 
and extreme terror assailed the Egyptians, as well the 
peers of the land as the simple country people : many 
fled into woods and wildernesses, and closely hid them- 
selves in hollow trees ; many digged caves in the ground, 
where they thought best to remain in safety ; and many 
fled to high mountains, where they a long time lived 
in great extremity, feeding upon the grass of the ground : 
so greatly the Egyptians feared the army of the Chris- 
tians, that they expected nothing but the ruin of their 
country, with the loss of their own lives, and the murder 
of their wives and children. 

But to speak of the Christian champions, who, find- 
ing the country desolate of people, suspected some deep 
policy of the Egyptians, thinking to have murdered 
their warlike forces to bid them battle : therefore St. 
George gave commandment through the whole camp, 
that not a man, upon pain of death, should break his 
rank, but march advisedly, with their weapons ready 
prest, to encounter battle, as though the enemies had 
directly placed themselves opposite against them : which 
special charge the Christian soldiers duly observed, 
looking neither after the wealth of cities nor the spoil 
of villages, but circumspectly marched, according to 
their leaders* directions, along the country of Egypt, 
till they approached the sight of king Ptolemy's court ; 
which when the noble chavavlotv oC England beheld, in 
thlB manner encouraged he \\\* to\\o^«?^\ 
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•'Behold," Mid he, "you fairinoible eapUini of 
OhriBtendom, yonder those cuned towen where wicked 
Ptolemy keepe his court: those battlements, I say, 
were they as richly huilt as the great pyramids of Greece 
yet should they be subyerted and laid as lerel with the 
ground, as the city of Carthage ; there hath that accursed 
Ptolemy his residence, that for preserving his daughter 
from the burning dragon, treacherously sent me into 
Persia, where for seyen years I lired in great extremity 
in a dismal dungeon, where the sun did never give me 
light, nor the comx>any of people comfort ; in revenge 
whereof, my heart shall never rest in quiet, till I see the 
buildings of his palace set on fire, and converted into a 
place of desolation, like to the glorious city in Phrygia, 
now overspread with stinking weeds and loathsome 
puddles ; therefore let all Christian soldiers, that fight 
under the banner of Christendom, and all that love 
Oeoi^e of England, your chosen general, draw forth 
your warlike weapons, and like the angry Greeks over- 
turn those glittering battlements ; leave not one stone 
upon another, but lay it as level with the ground, as the 
harvest reapers do fields of ripened corn ; let your 
wrathful furies fall upon these towers like drops of 
April showers, or like storms of Winter's hail, that it 
may be bruited through the whole world what just ven- 
geance did light upon the pride of Egypt : leave not, 
as you love your general, when you have subverted 
the palace, one man alive, no not a sucking babe, 
but let them suffer vengeance for the wickedness of 
their king : this is my decree, brave knights of Chris- 
tendom, therefore march forwards ; heaven and fortune 
be your good speed V* 

At which wordii the soldiers gave a general shout, in 
sign of their willing minds. Then began the silken 
streamers to flourish in the air, the drums cheerfully to 
sound forward, the silver trumpets recorded echoes of 
victory ; the barbed steeds grew proud of this attempt, 
and would stand upon no ground, but leaped and danced 
with as much courage as did Bucephalus, the horse of 
the Macedonian Alexander, always before any notable 
victory ; yea, every thing gave an evident sign of ^ood 
success, as well senseless things as living cieaVatea. 

With this resolution marched the ChxiBliaii**^^^^^^'^ 
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tiha utter eonftition of the EgyptUnf , and tbe woftil 
rain and dettraotion of Ptolemy's ■umptaons palaee. 
Bat when the soldiers approached the gates, there came 
pacing out thereat the Egyptian king, with all the chiefest 
of his nobles, attired in black and mournful ornaments 
bearing in their hands olive branches ; next them the 
brayest soldiers in Egypt, bearing in their hands broken 
weapons, shiyered lances, and torn ancients : likewise 
followed thousands of women and children, with cypress 
wreaths about their heads, and in their hands olive- 
branches, crying for mercy to the Christians, that they 
should not utterly destroy their declining country, but 
show mercy to unhappy Egypt. This unexpected sight, 
or rather admirable wonder, caused St. George to sound 
a retreat, and give commandment through the Christian 
army, to withhold their former vowed vengeance from 
the Egyptians, till he understood what they required : 
which charge being given, and duly observed, St 
(George with the other six champions came together, 
and admitted the Egyptian king with his nobles to their 
presence, who in this manner began to speak for his 
country. 

** You unconquered knights of Christendom, whose 
worthy victories and noble achievements the whole 
world admires, let him that never kneeled to any man 
till now, and in former times disdained to humble him- 
self to any potentate on earth ; let him, I say, the most 
unfortunate wretch aUve, crave mercy, not for himself, 
but for his country ; my common's blood will be re- 
quired at my hands : our murdered infants will call to 
heaven for revenge, and our slaughtered widows sink 
down to hell for revenge: so will the vengeance of 
heaven light upon my soul, and the curse of hell upon 
my head. 

'* Renowned champion of England, under whose cus- 
tody my dear daughter is kept, even for the love of 
her, be merciful to Eg}'pt. 

•• The former wrongs I proffered thee, when I sent 
thee, like a guiltless lamb, into Persia, were contrary to 
my will ; for I was incensed by the flattery of that ac- 
cursed Blackmoor king, whose soul for ever be scourged 
with whips of wire, and pVag^ed 'with the punishment 
9f TAntalui In hell. It my Vite iiVS^ a«r«^ Vst %. y«x 
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rerengef here if my naked breait, let mj hetrt blood 
sUin eome ChriitUn'e eword, that you may bear the 
bloody witneea of my death into Christendom, or let 
me be torn in a thonaand pieces by mad untamed steeds 
as waa Hippolytas, son of Theseus, in his charmed 
chariot. 

'* Most mighty controllers of the world, command 
the dearest things in Egypt, they be at your pleasures. 
We wUl forsake our gods, and believe in that Ood which 
you commonly adore, for he is the true and living Ood, 
ours liaise and hateful in the sight of Heaven.*' 

This penitent lamentation of the Egyptian king caused 
the Christian champions to relent, but especially St. 
George, who, having a heart beautified with a well- 
spring of pity, not only granted mercy to the whole 
country, but vouchsafed Ptolemy liberty of life, upon 
condition that he would perform what he had promised ; 
which was, to forsake his false gods, and believe in our 
true Ood, Christ Jesus. 

This kindness of St. Oeorge almost ravished Ptolemy 
with joy ; and the whole laud, both peers and com- 
mons, more rejoiced at the friendship of the Christians, 
than if they had been made lords of the western world. 
The news of this happy union was bruited in all the 
parts of Egypt ; whereby the commons, that before fled 
for fear into woods and wildernesses, dens and caves, 
hills and mountains, returned joyfully to their own 
dwellings, and caused bonfires to be made in every city, 
town, and village ; the bells of Egypt rang day and 
night, for the space of a week ; in every place was seen 
banqueting, dancing, and masking ; sorrow was banish- 
ed, wars forgotten, and peace proclaimed. 

The king at his own charge ordained a sumptuous and 
costly banquet for the Christian champions, wherein for 
bounty it exceeded that which the Trojans made, whec 
Paris returned from Oreece with the conquest of Mene- 
lans' queen. These pleasures so delighted the Christian 
champions, that they forgot the sound of warlike drums, 
which were wont to call them forth to bloody battles. 
But these rejoicings continued but a short time, for there 
arrived a knight firom England, that brought such xxu- 
expecte4 news to St. Oeorge, that chan|^ed\i\a ^o^% VdX^ 
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Axtreme sorrow ; for after fhii manner begun the nu 
senger to tell his woful tale t 

**Falr England's champion," laid he, '*inatead 
arms, get swallow's wings, and fly to England, if ei 
thou wilt see thy beloved lady, for she is judged to 
burned at a stake for murdering the earl of Corenti 
whose lustful desires would have stained her hon< 
with infamy, and made her the scorn of yirtuous womc 
yet this mercy is granted by the king of Erigland, tl 
if within twelve months a champion may be found, tl 
for her sake will venture his life, if it be his fortune 
overcome the challenger of her death, she shall live : 1 
if it be his fatal destiny to be conquered, then must t 
suffer the heavy judgment before pronounced ; the 
fore, as you love the life of your chaste and beloi 
lady, haste into England, delay no time, for delay 
dangerous, and her life in hazard to be lost." 

This ill news struck such a terror to St. Oeorg 
heart, likewise to the Egyptian king her father, tl 
for a time they stood gazing in one another's face, 
though they had been bereaved of their wits, not a 
to speak one word ; but at last St. George recovered 
former sense, and breathed forth this sorrowful lame 
ation : 

*' England! unkind England 1 have I adventu 
my life in thy cause, and for thy defence have lain 
the field of Mars, buckled on my armour in man^ 
parching summer's day, and many a freezing wint< 
night, when you have taken your quiet sleeps on b 
of down ; and will you repay me with this discourte 
to adjudge her spotless body to consuming fire ? wh 
blood, if it be spilt before I come, I vow never to di 
my trusty sword in England's quarrel more, nor e 
account myself her champion ; but I will wander in i 
known countries, obscurely from the sight of any Chi 
tian eye. Is it possible that England will be so \ 
grateful to her friend? Can that renowned coun 
harbour such a lustful monster, to seek to dishon 
her, within whose heart the fountain of virtue sprini 
or can that nobie city, the nurse and mother of 
hte, entertain so vile a homicide, that will offer viole 
to her, whose chastity auA. Vtuc "Vvotkout hath cau 
tameless lions to sleep \n\iet\wjV' 
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In this lorrowftil maimer wearied St. George the time 
away, until the Egyptian king, whose sorrow being as 
great as his, put him from his complaints, and requested 
the English knight to tell the true discourse of Sahra's 
proffer^ yiolence, and how she murdered the wicked 
earl of Coventry ; to whom, after a bitter sigh or two 
the messenger thus replied, in this manner : 

"Most noble princes and potentates of the earth, 
prepare your ears to entertain the wofullest tale that 
ever English knight discoursed, and your eyes to weep 
seas of brackish tears. I would I had no tongue to tell 
it, nor heart to remember it ; but seeing I am compelled, 
through the love and duty I owe the noble champions 
of Christendom, to express it, then thus it was : 

•• It was the fortune, nay I may say, unhappy destiny 
of your beloved laJy, upon an evening, when the sun 
had almost lodged in the west, to walk without the walls 
of Coventry, to take the pleasures of the sweet fields 
and flourishing meadows, which Flora had beautified in 
a summer's livery : but as she walked up and down, 
sometimes taking pleasure to hear the chirping birds 
bow they strained their silver notes ; other times taking 
delight to see how nature had covered both hills and 
dales with sundry sorts of flowers ; then walking to see 
the crystal running rivers, the murmuring music of whose 
streams exceeded the rest for pleasure ; but she, kind 
lady, delighting herself by the river side, a sudden and 
strange alteration troubled her mind ; for the chain of 
gold that she did wear about her neck presently changed 
colour, from a yellow burnished brightness to a dim 
paleness : her rings fell from her fingers, and from her 
nose fell drops of blood, whereat her heart began to 
throb, her ears to glow, and every joint to tremble with 
fear. This strange accident caused her speedily to 
haste homewards : but by the way she met the earl of 
Coventry, walking at that time to take the pleasure of 
the evening air, with such a train of worthy gentlemen, 
as though he had been the greatest peer in England : 
whose sight, when she beheld afar off, her heart began 
to misgive, thinking that fortune had allotted those gen- 
tlemen to proffer her some injury ; so that upon her 
cheeks fear had set a vermillion d]fe, 'Til^eieV^rj 'Vvvt 
hwaty" grew admirable ; which, when ih« ^^x" Vt^^v^i)^ 
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he was delighted therewith, and deemed her the most 
excellent creature that ever nature framed. Their meet- 
ing was silent ; she showed the humility of a virtuous 
lady, and he the courtesy of a kind gentleman : she de- 
parted homewards, and he into the fields ; she thinking 
all danger past, but he practising in his mind her utter 
ruin and downfal. For the dart of love had shot into 
his heart, not true love, but lust, so that nothing might 
quench his desire hut her utter ruin: such extreme 
passion bewitched his mind, that he caused his servants 
every one to depart, and then, like a discontented man, 
he wandered up and down the fields, beating in his 
mind a thousand sundry ways to obtain his desire : for 
without he enjoyed her love, he was likely to live in 
endless languishment 

"At length he departed home, where sending for his 
steward, he ordered him to provide a sumptuous ban- 
quet, to entertain all the principal ladies in Coventry ; 
who accordingly repaired to his entertainment, at the 
time and hour appointed : the banquet was brought in 
by the earl's servants, and placed upon the table by the 
earl himself ; who, after many welcomes given, began 
thus to move the ladies to delight : 

" * I think my house most highly honoured,' said he, 
' that you have vouchsafed to grace it with your pre- 
sence, for methinks you beautify my hall, as the twink- 
ling stars beautify the veil of heaven ; but amongst the 
number of you all, you have a Cynthia, a glittering 
silver moon, that for brightness exceedeth all the rest ; 
for she is fairer than the queen of Cyprus, lovelier than 
Dido, and of more majesty than the queen of love.* 

*' This commendation caused a general smile of the 
ladies, and made them look one upon another, whom it 
should be. Many other court-like discourses pronounced 
the earl to move the ladies* delight, till the banquet was 
ended, which being finished, there came in certain gen- 
tlemen, by the earl's appointment, with most excellent 
music ; some others that danced most curiously, with as 
much majesty as Paris in the Grecian court. At last 
the earl requested one of them to choose out his beloved 
inistress, and lead her some stately corants : likewise 
requiting that none should. \>e ofienii'^'^hA.t lady soever 
t& did $iBMt io pBM fiVSok \aaft.t ^oos^ii^ii ^%a»>Sabft\ ^ 
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which reqaest all of them were tilent, and iilence if 
eoinmonly a sign of consent ; therefore he emboldened 
himself the more to make his desires known to the be- 
holders. Then with exceeding courtesy, and great hu- 
militj, he kissed the beauteous hand of Sabra, who, 
with a blushing countenance and bashful look, accepted 
his courtesy, and like a kind lady disdained not to dance 
with him. So when the musicians strained forth their 
inspiring melody, the base earl led her a course about 
the hall, and she followed with as much grace as if the 
queen of pleasure had been present to behold their 
courtly delights ; and so when the first course was ended, 
he found fit opportunity to unfold his secret love, and 
rereal unto the lady his extreme passion of mind, which 
were in these speeches thus expressed : 

** ' Most divine and peerless paragon \* said he, ' thou 
only wonder of the world for beauty and excellent or- 
naments of nature 1 know that thy twinkling eyes, that 
■hine more bright than the light of heaven, have pierced 
my heart, and those thy crimson cheeks have wounded 
me with love; therefore, except thou grant me kind 
comfort, I am like to spend the remnant of my life in 
sorrow and discontent. I blush to speak what I desire, 
because I have settled my love where it is unlawful. 
Admit thy lord and husband be alive, yet hath he most 
unkindly left thee to spend thy young years in solitary 
widowhood ; he is unconstant like .£neas, and thou more 
hapless than Dido. He marcheth up and down the 
world in glittering armour, and never doth intend to 
return : therefore, dear Sabra, liye not to consume thy 
youth in singleness, for age will overtake thee too soon, 
and convert thy beauty to wrinkled frowns.' 

**To which words, Sabra would have presently made 
answer, but that the music called them to dance the 
second course ; which being ended, she replied in thifl 
manner : 

***Most noble lord,' said she, *for our bounteous 
banquet and courteous entertainment, I g^ve the humble 
thanks of a poor lady ; but for your suit and unlawful 
desire, I do detest as much as the sight of a crocodile, 
and your fiattering glosses I esteem as much as do\^ V^« 
ocean of a drisUng shower o£ rain ; yout syren. %ot^ 
#/ra// aerer entice me to listen to yout fond t«<V\l^X*\ 
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but I will, like Ulysses, stop my ears, and bury all your 
flattering enticements in the lake of forgetfulness. 
Surely the gorgeous sun shall lose his light by day, and 
the silver moon by night, the skies shall fall, the earth 
shall sink, and every thing shall change from kind and 
nature, before I will falsify my faith, or prove disloyal 
to my beloved George. Attempt no more, my noble 
lord, to batter the fortress of my good name with your 
flattery, nor seek to stain my honour with your lustful 
desires. "What if my lord and husband prove disloyal, 
and choose out other loves in foreign lauds 7 yet will I 
prove as constant to him, as Penelope to her Ulysses ; 
and if it be his pleasure never to return, but spend his 
days among strange ladies, yet will I live in single 
solitariness, like to the turtle dove when she hath lost 
her mate, abandoning all company ; or as the mournful 
swan, that swims upon Meander's silver streams, where 
she records her dying tunes to raging billows ; so will I 
spend away my lingering days in grief, and die.' 

" This resolution of the virtuous lady so daunted the 
earl, that he stood like a senseless image gazing at the 
sun, not knowing how to reply ; but yet when they had 
danced the third course, he began anew to assail her 
in these terms : 

" 'Why, my dear mistress, have you a heart more 
hard than flint, that the tears of my true love can never 
mollify ? Can you behold him plead for grace, that hath 
been sued unto by many worthy dames ? I am a man 
that can command countries, yet can I not command 
thy stubborn heart. Divine Sabra, if thou wilt grant 
me thy love, and yield to my wishes, I will have thee 
clad in silken robes, and damask vestures, embossed 
with Indian pearls, and rich refined gold, perfumed with 
camphire, biss, and Syrian sweet perAimes ; by day a 
hundred virgins shall usually attend thy person; by 
night ahundred eunuchs, with their strained instruments, 
shall bring thy senses into a golden slumber : all this, 
my dear, divine, and dainty mistress, is at thy com- 
mand, and more, so that I may enjoy thy love and fa- 
vour ; which if I have not, I will discontentedly end my 
life in woods and desert places, tigers and untamed beasts 
being my chief compaxdouB.* 
These base proposo^a e»>>3A«^ E«^>t«.\k!u\\V| \a ^^^aN^ 
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wbeieby fhe rett of the ladies suspected the earl had 
attempted her dishonour by secret conference, but they 
an assuredly knew that she was as far from yielding to 
his desires, as is the aged man to be young again, or as 
the azure firmament to be a place for sylvan swains to 
inhabit. In such-like imaginations they spent away the 
day, tin the dark night caused them to break off com- 
pany. The earl smothered his grief under a smiling 
countenance, till the ladies were every one departed, 
whom he courteously caused his servants to conduct 
homewards with torch-lights, because it began to be 
very dark. After their departure, he cursed his own 
fortune, and like a lion wanting food, raged up and 
down his chamber, and filled every corner with bitter 
exclamations, rending his garments from his back, tear- 
ing his hair, beating his breast, and using all the violence 
he eonld against hhnselfi 

** Hia melancholy and extreme passion so discontented 
his mind, that he purposed to give end to his sorrows 
by tome untimely death : so when the morning appeared, 
he made his repair to an orchard, where Sabra once a day 
walked to take the air. The place was very melancholy 
and far from the noise of people ; where, after he had 
spent some certain time in exclaiming against the un- 
klndness of Sabra, he pulled his poniard from his side, 
and prepared his breast to entertain the stroke of death ; 
but before the pretended tragedy, with his dagger he 
engraved these verses following, upon the bark of a 
walnut-tree. 
" * O heart more hard than bloody tigers fell ! 

O ears more deaf than senseless troubled seas I 
O cruel foe ! thy rigour doth excel : 
For thee I die, thy anger to appease : 
But time will come, when thou shalt find me slain. 
Then thy repentance will increase thy pain. 
** * I here engrave my will and testament. 

That my sad grief thou may'st behold and see. 
How that my woful heart is torn and rent. 
And gor'd with bloody blade, for love of thee; 
Whom thou disdainest, as now the end doth try. 
That thus distressed doth suffer me to die. 
•* * Oh god of love, if so there any be, 

And you of love that feel the deadly pain, 
Oh Sabra, thou that thus afflictest me, 
Hear these my words, which from my heart 1 a^xiux » 
Era that my corpse be quite bereaved of breath. 
Hen ru decJate the cause of this my daath. 
I 
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« * You mountain nymphs, vrhich in tiiie deserts reign. 
Leave off your chase from savage beasts awhile, 
Prepare to see a heart opprest with pain, 
Address your ears to hear my doleful style: 
No strenstb nor art can work me any weal, 
Since she's unkind, and tyrant-like doth deal. 

** * You fairy nymphs, of lovers much adored. 

And gracious damsels, which, in evenings fair. 
Your closets leave, with heavenly beauty stored, 
And on your shoulders spread your golden hair ; 

Record with me that Sabra is unkind, 

Within whose breast remains a double mind. 

*' ' Ye savage bears, in caves and dens that lie. 
Remain in peace, if you may sorrows hear ; 
And be not moved at my misery, 
Thoiu{h too extreme my passions do appear; 

England fare well, and Coventry adieu. 

But Sabra, Heaven above still prosper you.' 
" These yerses being no sooner finished, and engraven 
abont the bark of a walnut-tree, but with a wratiiful 
countenance he lifted up his hand, intending to strike 
the poniard up to the hilt into his breast; but at the 
same instant he beheld Sabra entering the orchard to 
take her wonted walks of pleasure, whose sight hindered 
his purpose, and caused other bloody cogitations to enter 
into his mind. The Furies did incense him to a wicked 
deed, which my trembling tongue faints to report : for 
after she had walked to the farthest side of the orchard, 
he ran unto her with his dagger drawn, and thus fright- 
fully threatened her : 

" ' Now, stubborn dame,' quoth he, * will I obtain 
my long-desired purpose, and revenge by violence thy 
former proud denials. First, I will wrap this flagger hi 
thy locks of hair, and nail it fast into the ground ; then 
will I ravish thee by force and violence ; vvhich bemg 
done, I will cut thy tongue out of thy mo«fh, because 
thou Shalt not reveal nor descry thy bloody ravisher : 
likewise, with this poniard will I chop off both thy hands, 
whereby thou shalt never write with pen fSty stain of 
honour, nor in sampler sew this proffered disgrace. 
Therefore, except thou wilt submit, I will by force and 
violence inflict those vowed punishments upon thy 
delicate body. Be not too resolute in denials ; for if thou 
art, the gorgeous sun shall not glide the compass of a« 
hour before I obtain my long-desired purpose.' 

" And thereupon be ateppedi \.o ^^ oxOci^d.-door, and 
with all expedition locWe^ it, laA y^\ \:s» 'tei \ssL\ifik 
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poelcet : the. thinking all hope of aid and sneeonr to be 
void, fell into a dead swoon, being not able to move for 
the space of an hour ; but yet at last, having recovered 
her dead senses, she began in this pitiful manner to de- 
fend herself from the wicked earl, who stood over her 
with his dagger, threatening most cruelly her final con- 
fusion. 

" • My lord of Coventry,* said she, with weeping tears, 
and kneeling upon the ground, * is virtue banished from 
your breast I Have you a mind more tyrannous than 
the tigers in Hyconia, that nothing may suffice to satisfy 
your lustful desires? If it be my beauty that hath 
enticed you, I am content to have it converted to a 
loathsome leprosy, whereby to make me odious in your 
eyes : if it be my rich and costly garments that make 
me beautiful, and so entangle you, henceforth I will 
attire my body in poor and simple array, and for ever- 
more dwell in country caves and cottages. If none of 
these may suffice to abate your tyrannous intent, then 
will the heavens revenge my wrongs, to whom I vrill 
incessantly make my petitions. What became of Helen's 
ravishment, but the destruction of renowned Troy? 
What of Roman Lucretia's rape, but the banishment 
of Tarquin? And what of Progne's foul deflowerment 
by her sister's husband, the lustful king of Thrace, 
but the bloody banquet of his young son Itys, whose 
tender body they served to his table, baked in a pie ?' 

"At which speeches the ireful earl in this manner 
presently replied unto her : 

" • Why teUest thou me of poets' tales,' said he, * of 
Progne's r^e, and Tereus's bloody banquet ? Thy ra- 
rishment shall be an induction to thy tragedy, which, 
if thou yield not willingly, I will obtain by force and 
violence : therefore prepare thyself, either to entertain 
the sentence pronounced, or yield to my pleasure.' 

" This resolution of the earl added grief unto grief, 
and heaped mountains of sorrow upon her soul : but 
at last, when she saw that neither tears, prayers, nor 
wishes could prevail, she gave sign of consenting upon 
this condition following, *that you suffer me to sit 
some certain hours upon this bed of violets, and be- 
wail the loss of my good name, whioh ihoiilj itvaSV >M 
yUMedug? to jroar pJeMsure, ' 
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" These words caused the earl to conyert his furious 
wrath to smiling joy, and casting down his dagger, he 
gave her a courteous kiss, which she in his conceit gra- 
ciously accepted. Then caused he Sabra to sit down 
upon a bed of violets, beset about with divers sorts of 
flowers, whose lap he made his pillow, whereupon he 
laid his head : but women in extremity have the quickest 
wits ; 80 Sabra busied herself by all means possible, either 
BOW or never to remove the cause of deep distress, by 
practising his death, and so quit herself from her impor- 
tanate sidtor. One while she told him pleasant tales of 
love, in hopes to bring his senses to a slumber, the better 
to accomplish her desires; but at last, when neither 
tales nor discourses could bring him asleep, she strained 
forth the organs of her voice, and over his head sung 
these woful words : 

*' ' Thou ffod of sleep and Rolden dreams, appear, 
That bring'st all thinss to peace and quiet rest; 
Close up the glasses of his eyes so clear, 
Thereby to make my fortune ever blest ; 

Hb eyes, his heart, his senses, and his mind. 

In peaceful sleep let them some comfort find. 



' Sing sweet, you pretty birds in tops of trees, 

eyei. 

That on my love with vain desires doth dote : 



' Smg sweet, you pretty birds m tops of trees, 

with warbling tunes and many a pleasant note. 
Till your sweet music close his watchful eyes, 



Sleep on. my dear, sleep on, my love's delight, 
And let this sleep be thy eternal night. 

** These words rocked his senses to such a careless 
slumber, that he slept as soundly upon her lap as on the 
softest bed of down ; whereby she found a fit opportunity 
to deliver herself. So taking the poniard in her hand, 
which he had cast a little aside, and gazing thereon with 
an ireful look, she made this sad complaint : 

*' ' Grant, you immortal powers of heaven,' said she, 
' that of these two extremes I choose the best ; either 
must I yield my body to be dishonoured by his unchaste 
desires, or stain my hands with the trickling streams oi 
his heart's blood. If I yield unto the first, I shall be 
then accounted for a vicious dame : but if I commit the 
the last, I shall be guilty of a wilful murder, and for 
the same the law will adjudge me a shameful death. 
What ! shall I fear to die, or lose my virtue and renown 7 
No, my heart shall be as tyioxitioxx^ «a 'D«.xk».ua'a daugh- 
ten, tbtit slew their fifty YmaX^aikdA \sx «b \s2k!|^\.\ ^ %s^ 
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Medea's cnielty, which icattered her brother's bloody 
joints upon the sea-shore, thereby to hinder the swift 
pursuit of her father, when Jason got the golden fleeee 
from Colchos' isle. Therefore stand still, you glittering 
lamps of hearen ; stay, wandering time, and let him sleep 
eternally.' 

** These words were no sooner ended, but with a 
wrathfiil and pale countenance, she sheathed the poniard 
up to the hilt in the closure of his breast, whereat he 
started, and would hare gotten upon his feet, but the 
streams of blood so violently gushed from his wound, 
that he declined immediately to the earth, and his soul 
was fbrced to give the world a doleful adieu. 

*< When Sabra beheld the bed of violets stained with 
blood, and every flower converted to a crimson colour, 
she sighed grievously : but when she saw her garments 
sprinkled with her enemy's blood, she ran speedily unto 
a flowing fountain, that stood on the farther side of the 
orchard, and began to wash the blood out of her clothes ; 
but the more she washed, the more it increased. At 
last, she tore her blood-stained garment from her back, 
and cast it into the fountain. Thus being disrobed unto 
her petticoat, she turned to the slaughtered earl, whose 
face she found covered with moss, which added more 
grief unto her soul, for she greatly feared her murder 
was descried : but it fell not out as she mistrusted, for 
it is the nature and kind of the robin red-breast, and 
other birds, always to cover the face of any dead man, 
and those were they that bred this fear in the lady's 
heart. By this time the day began to shut up his bright 
windows, and sable night entered to take possession of 
the earth, yet durst not the wofui distressed Sabra make 
her repair homewards, lest she should be descried with« 
out her upper garment. 

** During which time, there was a general search made 
for the earl by his servants, for they greatly suspecte(\ 
some danger had befallen him, considering that thuy 
heard him the night before so wofully complain in his 
chamber. At last, with torch-lights, they came to the 
orchard gate, which they presently burst open ; where- 
in no sooner entering, but they found \.\iew m\xT^«t^^ 
master lying by a bed of violets, coveted. viViJo. tixq*%\ 
likewise searching to find out the muideiw, «X\wkWaKl 
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etpied Sabni in her bare petticoat, her hands and face 
besprinkled with blood, and her countenance as pale as 
ashes : by which signs they suspected her to be the 
bloody berearer of their lord and master's life : there- 
fore, because she descended from a noble lineage, they 
brought her the same night before the king, which then 
kept his court in the city of Coventry, who immediately 
upon the confession of the murder, gaye this severe 
judgment against her : 

*• • First, to be conveyed to prison, there to remain 
for the term of twelve months, and at the end thereof 
to be burned like a most wicked offender ; yet because 
she was the daughter to a Hng, and a loyal lady to so 
noble a knight, his majesty in mercy granted her this 
favour, that if she could get any knight at arms, before 
the time was expired, that would be her champion, and 
by combat redeem her from the fire, she should live ; 
otherwise, if her champion was vanquished, then to 
suffer the former punishment.' 

** Thus have you heard the discourse of all things 
which happened till my departure from England, where 
1 left her in prison, and since that time five months are 
fully expired : therefore, most renowned champion, as 
you love the life of your lady, and wish her delivery, 
make no tarriance, but with all speed post into England, 
for I greally fear, before you arrive the time will be 
finished, and Sabra suffer death for want of a champion 
to defend her cause.** 

This doleful discourse drove St George, with the other 
knights and champions, to such an ecstacy of mind, 
that every one departed to their lodging chambers wiOi 
dumb signs of sorrow, being not able to speak one 
word ; where for that night they lamented the misfor- 
tune of so virtuous a lady. The Egyptian king her 
father abandoned the sight of all companies, that none 
could come within the hearing of his lamentation. 
Being in this extreme passion, he never hoped to see 
his daughter's countenance again ; and so about mid- 
night he cast himself headlong from the top of the tower 
and broke his neck. 

The wotal news of this se\l-N»\l\ed murder being told 
to certain Egyptian knighla, Wve^ \.ooV \jAa %<&^vvKt«^ 
Umb§, and carried tbemto Bt,0«ot^^*% OaaxcCwt, Vassw. 
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Hmj iniiid mniiig himself for hit departun towardf 
>ngl>nd ; tnit tt thii diimal spectacle he took a second 
eoncdted grief in inch extreme maimer, that it had al- 
BMst cost him his life, but that the Egyptian knights 
gave him many comfortable speeches, and by the consent 
of many dokes, earls, lords, and barons, with many 
other of the late king's priry-cooncil, they elected him 
the trae succeeding king of Egypt, by the marriage of 
Ptolemy's daughter ; which royal proffer St. George 
xeftised not, but took upon him the government of the 
whole country ; so that for a short time bis journey 
towards England was stayed ; and upon the third day 
following, his coronation was appointed, which they 
solemnly performed, to the high honour of all the 
Christiaii champions : for the Egyptian peers caused St. 
George to be appareled in royaJ Testures like a king : 
he hi^ on a suit of flaming green, like an emerald, and 
a mantle of scarlet very richly furred, and wrought 
curiously with gold. Then the other six champions led 
him up to the king's throne, and set him in a chair of 
ebony, which had pummels of silver, that stood upon 
an alabaster elephant ; then came three of the greatest 
lords in Egypt, and set a crown of gold upon hia head ; 
then followed the knights, with a sceptre and a naked 
sword, to signify that he was chief governor of the 
realm, and lord of all that appertained to the crown of 
Egypt. This being performed in a most sumptuous 
manner, the trumpets with other instruments began to 
sound, whereat the general company with joyful voices 
cried altogether, *' Long live St. George, true champion 
for England, and king of Egypt." Then was he con- 
ducted to the royal palace, where for ten days he re- 
mained among his lords and knights, spending the time 
in great joy and pleasure ; which being finished, his 
lady's distress constrained him to a sudden departure : 
therefore he left the guiding of his land to twelve 
Egyptian lords, binding them all by oath to deliver it at 
his return ; likewise charging them to inter the body of 
Ptolemy in a sumptuous tomb, befitting the body of so 
royal a potentate ; he also appointed the six champions 
to raise their tents, and muster up anew theVt ao\^v«t%« 
and with all speed march into Persia, atvd lYiexQ* Vi ^^A. 
of bloody war, revenge his former Iniuiieau^o^ ^* *» 
cursed Boldan, 
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Thif charge being given, the next morning by break 
of day he buckled on his armour, mounted on his swift- 
footed steed, and bade his friends in Egypt for a season 
adieu ; and so, in company of the knight that brought 
him that unlucky news, he took his journey with all 
speed towards England ; in which travel we will leave 
him for a time ; also passing over the speedy provision 
made by the Christian champions in Egypt, for the in- 
vasion of Persia, and return to sorrowful Sabra, being 
in prison, waiting each minute to receive the final stroke 
of impartial death ; for now had the rolling planets 
brought their year's journey to an end ; yet Sabra had 
no intelligence of any champion that would defend her 
cause ; therefore she prepared her delicate body to re- 
ceive her latest breath of life. The time being come, 
she was brought to the place of execution, wliither she 
went as willingly, and with as much joy, as ever she 
went before time unto her marriage: she had made 
humble submission to the world, and unfeignedly com- 
mitted her soul to Ood. She being at the stake, where 
the king was present with many thousands to behold 
this woful tragedy, the death's man stripping off her 
garment, which was of black sarcenet, and in her snow- 
white smock bound her with an iron chain unto the 
stake ; then placed they round about her body, pitch, 
turpentine, and gunpowder, thereby to make her death 
the more easy, and her pain the shorter ; which being 
done, the king caused the herald to summon in the 
challenger, who at the sound of the trumpet came trac- 
ing in upon a roan-coloured steed, without any kind of 
mark, and trapped with rich trappings of gold, and 
precious stones of great price. The champion was 
called the baron of Chester, a bolder and hardier knight 
they thought lived not then upon the face of the whole 
earth ; he so advanced himself up and down, as though 
he had been able to encounter with a hundred knights. 
Then the king caused the herald to summon in the 
defendant, if there were any to defend her cause ; both 
drums and trumpets sounded three several tiroes up and 
down the fields ; betwixt every rest was a full quarter 
ot an hour, but yet no defendant did appear, therefore 
the king commsLnded the executioneT lo %«t the stake on 
lire. 
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At whieh words Sabra began to grow pale as ashes, 
•ad her joints to tremble like to aspen leaves; her 
tongue, that before continued silent, began to record a 
■wan-like dying tale, and in this manner uttered the 
]passion of her heart : 

** Be witness, Heayeh, and all you bright celestial 
angels ; be witness sun and moon, all true beholders of 
ssy fiust ; be witness thou clear firmament, and all the 
world be witness of my innocency ; the blood I shed 
was for the safegard of my honour and unspotted chas- 
tity. Great Ood of heaven, if the prayers of my un- 
stained heart may move thy mighty majesty, or my true 
innooency prevail with thy immortal power, command 
that either my lord may come to be my champion, or 
sad beholder of my death. But if my hands were 
stained with the blood about some wicked enterprise, 
then Heaven show present vengeance upon me, else by 
some noble champion save my body alive." 

At which instant, she heard the sound of a shrill 
trumpet, the which St. George caused to be winded, (for 
as then he was near) : which caused the execution 
awhile to be deferred. At last, they beheld a stately 
banner waving in the air, which a squire carried 
before St. George; when they espied near unto the 
banner a most valiant armed knight, mounted upon a 
coal-black palfrey, with a warlike lance standing in his 
rest : by which sudden approach they knew him to be 
the same champion that would defend the distressed 
lady's life. Then the king commanded the drums and 
trumpets to sound ; whereat the people gave a general 
shout, and the poor lady, half dead with fear, began to 
revive, and her blushing cheeks to be as beautiful as 
red roses dipped in milk, or as blood mingled with 
snow. But when St. George approached the sight of 
his constant lady, whom he found chained to a stake, 
encompassed with many instruments of death, his heart 
so relented with grief, that he almost fell beside his 
horse: yet remembering wherefore he came, he recalled 
his courage, and intended to try hia fortune in the com- 
bat, before he would discover himself unto his lady. 
And when the trumpets sounded death's alarm, Uve t.v(Q 
knights set spurs to their horses, anOi laaAe XXi^xa tnxw 
BoHerceljr, that at the first encounter IVvq-j »\vvi wi^ \»a>X^ 
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their laneef to their hands ; then rushed they together 
so Tigorously with their bodies and helmets, that they 
fell down both to the earth ; but St. George nimbly 
leaped upon his feet, without any hurt, but the baron 
of Chester lay still with his head downward, casting 
from his mouth abundance of blood, for he was mightily 
bruised with the fall ; but when he reviyed from his 
trance, he took his shield, drawing out a mighty falchion, 
and with wrathful countenance ran at St. George. ' ' Now 
proud knight," quoth he, '* I swear by all the saints of 
heaven, to revenge my blood, which thou hast shed ;" 
and therewithal he struck so violently upon St. George's 
shield, that it cleaved quite asunder. Then began he to 
wax angry, and took his sword in great wrath, and gave 
the baron of Chester such a stroke, that he cut away 
arm and shoulder, and all the flesh of his side to the 
bare ribs, and likewise cut his leg almost quite asunder, 
in the thickest part of his thigh ; then fell the baron 
of Chester to the ground, and breathed his last 

The whole company admired and applauded St. 
George for th'e most fortunate knight in the world : then 
the king delivered Sabra with his own hands to St. 
George, who most courteously received her, and, like a 
courteous knight, cast a scarlet mantle over her body, 
which a lady standing by bestowed upon him : yet he 
minding not to discover himself, but set her upon his 
portly steed, and with his own hands led him by the 
bridle-reins. So great was the joy throughout the city, 
that the bells rung without ceasing that whole day to- 
gether; the citizens, through every place St. George 
should pass, did hang forth at their windows, and on 
their walls, cloths of gold and silk, with rich carpets ; 
cushion-coverings of green velvet lay abroad in every 
window; the clergy, in copes of gold and silk, met 
them in solemn procession; the ladies and beautiful 
damsels strewed every street whereas he passed with 
roses and most pleasant flowers, and crowned with a 
wreath of green bays, in sign of his triumphant victory 
and conquest. 

In this manner went he to the king's palace, not 
known hy any what he should be, but that he was a 
knight of a strange country : yet aaL\>t«L» mwi^ Umea as 
theyrpoMsed along, desired to Bee\iV&taA«, «xA\xvq^ VN& 
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BMoe, for fhat be had adventared m fur for her iak«, 
and that for her delivery he had vanqaished the bravest 
Icnight in England. Yet for all her persuasions, he 
kept himself undiscovered, till a troop of ladies, in 
eompany of Sabra, got him into a chamber richly hung 
with arras cloth, ai^ there unlaced his beaver ; whose 
eoontenance when she beheld, and saw that it was her 
lord and husband, which had redeemed her from death, 
she fen into a dead swoon for Joy ; but St. George 
sprinkled a little cold water on her face, and revived her 
presently. After this he gave her many a kind and 
k>ving kiss, calling her the most true and the most loyal 
lady that ever nature framed, that to the very death 
would not lose one jot of her unspotted honour. Like- 
wise she accounted him the truest knight and loyalcst 
husband that ever heavenly Hymen linked in bands of 
marriage with any woman. But when the king had 
notice that it was St. George, his country's champion, 
which achieved that noble conquest in vanquishing the 
baron of Chester, he was ravished with such joy, that 
he came running in all haste to the chamber, and most 
kindly embraced him : and after he was unarmed, and 
his wounds washed with white wine and new milk, the 
king conducted him with his lady to his banqueting- 
house, where they feasted for that evening, and after- 
wards kept open court for all comers so long as St. 
George continued there, which was for the space of 
one month : at the end whereof, he took his lady and 
one page with him, and bade England adieu, and then 
he travelled towards Persia, to the other Christian cham- 
pions, whose dangerous journey, and strange adventure, 
you may read in this chapter following. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Aptbb St. George, with his virtuous lady, departed from 
England, and had travelled through many countries, 
taking their direct courses towards Egypt and the con- 
fines of Persia, where the other six cham^iouat«\&aaxi«^ 
with the warJike legions, they at \aa\ axrv*^ Va. >Ccka 
eoutttry ot the Amazonians, a land. \x^a\^\V^ Vi "CkKS^^ 
but women : in which region St. Q«oiee wiYsiw^^aaaK^ 
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bnre and princely adventures, which are most wonder- 
ful to rehearse, as after is declared : for travelling up 
and down the country, they found every town and city 
desolate of people, yet very sumptuously built, the 
earth likewise untilled, the pastures uncherished, and 
every field overgrown with weeds, whereby he deemed 
that Bome strange accident had befallen the country, 
either by war, or mortality of some grievous plague, for 
they could neither set eye of man, woman, nor child, 
whereby they were forced to feed upon roots ; and in- 
stead of brave palaces, they were constrained to lie on 
broad pastures, upon the banks of moss ; and instead 
of curtains of silk, they had black and dark clouds to 
cover them. 

In this extremity they travelled up and down for 
thirty days ; but at last it was their happy fortunes to 
arrive before a rich pavilion, situated and standing in 
the open fields, which seemed to be the most glorious 
sight that ever they beheld, for it was wrought of the 
richest works in the world ; all of green and crimson 
satin, bordered with gold and azure; the posts that 
bare it up were of ivory, the cords of green silk, and 
on the top thereof there stood an eagle of gold, and at 
the two corners two green silver griffins shining against 
the sun, which seemed in richness to exceed the monu- 
ment of Mausolus, being one of the world's twelve 
wonders. They had not there remained long, admiring 
at the beauty of the workmanship, but at the entry of 
the pavilion there appeared a maiden queen, crowned 
with an imperial diadem, who was the fairest creature 
that ever he saw. On her attended Amazonian dames, 
bearing in their hands silver bows of the Turkish fashion 
and at their backs hung quivers full of golden arrows ; 
upon their heads they wore silver cornets, beset with 
pearls and precious stones ; their attire comely and 
gallant The queen herself was clothed in a gown of 
green, strait girt unto her body with a lace of gold, so 
that somewhat of her round and lily-white breast might 
be seen, which became her wonderful well : beside all 
th'ia, she had on a crimson kirtle, lined with violet- 
coloured velvet, and her wide slecvea were likewise of 

green silk, embroidered with ftoweta ol %o\ii, «.\A ^^VOo. 

rich peurla. When St. George h«A a\x«tcvbn!a>j >o«i\M8^ 
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fhe beauty of this maiden queen, he alighted from hit 
hoTse, and humbled himself unto her excellency ; and 
thus courteously began to question with her after this 
manner : 

" Most divine and fair of all fairs, queen of sweet 
beauty," said he, *' let a travelling knight obtain this 
favour at you hands, that both himself and his lady, 
whom you behold here wearied with travel, may take 
our rest within your pavilion for a night : for we have 
wandered up and down this country many a day, neither 
seeing man to give us lodging, nor finding food to cherish 
us, which made us wonder that so brave a country, and 
so beautified with nature's ornaments as this is, should 
be left desolate of people, the cause whereof is strange 
I know, and full of wonder." 

This question being courteously demanded by St. 
George, caused the Amazonian queen as kindly to reply : 

" Sir knight," quoth she, ** what favour my pavilion 
may afford, be assured of ; but the remembrance of my 
country's desolation, which you speak of, breeds a sea 
of sorrow in my soul, and maketh me sigh when I re- 
member it ; but because you are a knight of a strange 
land, I will report it, though unto my grief. About 
twelve years since it was a necromancer's chance to 
arrive within this country ; his name is Osmond, the 
cunningest artist this day living upon earth, for he can 
at his call raise all the spirits out of hell, and with his 
charms make heaven to rain continually showers of 
blood : my beauty at that instant tempted him to love, 
and drowned his senses so in desire, that he assailed, 
by all persuasions that either wit or art could devise, to 
win me to his will; but I having vowed myself to 
Diana's chastity, to live in singleness among these Ama- 
zonian maids, contemned his love, despised his person, 
and accounted his persuasions as ominous as snakes ; for 
which he wrought the destruction of this my realm and 
kingdom ; for by his magic art and damned charms, he 
raised from the earth a mighty tower, the mortar whereof 
he mingled with virgin's blood, wherein are such en- 
chantments wrought, that the light of the sun and the 
brightness of the skies is quenched, and the earth blasted 
with a terrible vapour and black. m\Blt\i«X aaceu^^^^x^'ca. 
the tower, whereby a general daclui.««a o^«tvgt«^ ^"os 
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land, the compaM of twenty -four leagues, so this count 
is clean wasted and destroyed, and my people fled c 
thereof. His tower is haunted day and night wi 
ghastly fiends ; and at his departure into Persia, whc 
he now by enchantment aids the soldan in his wi 
against the Christians, he left the guarding of the sai 
to a mighty and terrihle giant, for shape the uglii 
monster that ever eye beheld, or ever ear heard tell 
for he is thirty feet in length ; his head three tin 
larger than the head of an ox ; his eyes bigger th 
two pewter dishes, and his teeth standing out of ] 
mouth more than a foot, wherewith he will break be 
iron and steel ; his arms big and long without any mc 
sure ; and his body as black as any coal, and as hard 
brass : also of such a strength, that he is able to cai 
away at once three knights armed ; and he never eatc 
any other meat, but raw flesh of mankind ; he is 
light and swift, that a horse cannot run from him, a 
oftentimes he hath assailed with great troops of arm 
men, but all of them could never do him any bar 
neither with iword, spear, cross-bows, nor any otl 
weapon. 

** Now as I am a true English knight," replied I 
George, " no sooner shall the morning sun appear, I 
I will take my journey to that enchanted tower, in whi 
I'll enter in spite of the giant, and break the enchai 
ment, or make my grave within the monster's bowel 
which if I happily perform, then will I travel ix 
Persia, and fetter up the most wicked necromancer, a 
like a bloodhound lead him up and down the world 
chains." 

*' Most dangerous is the adventure," qnoth the Am 
tonian queen, " from whence as yet did never knig 
return ; but if you be so resolute and noble-minded 
to attempt the enteiprise, then happy be your fortui 
and know, brave knight, that this tower lieth westws 
from hence about thirteen miles." 

And thereupon she took him by the hand, and caui 
Sabra likewise to alight from her palfrey, and led th< 
both into her pavilion, where they were feasted mi 
royally, and for that night slept securely. But when 1 
morning 8un began to glitter, in aU. haste St Geoi 
voae, And armed himself; -whwe, alx« \i^ V^\*Ci 
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hlf letTB of the qneen, and gave her thanks for hii 
eourteons entertainment, he also took his leave of Sabra, 
whom he left in company of the queen's maidens till liis 
return with conquest, and so rode forth till it was nuon, 
and then he entered into a deep valley, and he rode 
knrer and lower. It was then a fair day. and the sun 
■hised clear ; bat by that time he had ridden ten miles 
and a half, he had lost both the light and the sun, and 
■too the right of heaven, for it was there as dark as 
night, and more diimal than the deepest dungeon. 

In thii dangerous manner rode he on, till he came to 
the gates of the enchanted tower, whereat the giant sat 
in hto iron coat, upon a block, with a mace of steel in 
his hand, who, at the first sight of St. George, beat his 
teeth so mightily together, that they rang like the stroke 
of an auTil, and he ran raging like a fiend of hell, think- 
ing to have taken the champion, horse and all, in his 
long teeth, that were as sharp as steel, and to have 
borne them presently into the tower: but when St. 
George perceived his mouth open, he took his sword, 
■nd thrust it therein so far, that it made the giant to 
roar aloud, that the elements seemed to thunder, and 
the earth to tremble, his mouth smoked like a fiery fur- 
naee, and his eyes rolled in his head like brands of 
flamhig fire; the wound was so great, and the blood 
Issued so fast from the giant's mouth, that his courage 
began to fedl, and against his will he was forced to yield 
to the champion's mercy, and to beg for life ; to which 
St George agreed, but upon condition that the giant 
would discover all the secrets of the tower, and ever 
after be sworn his true- servant, and attend on him with 
all diligence : to which the giant swore by his own soul 
never to leave him in extremity, and to answer him truly 
to all questions whatsoever. Then St. George demanded 
the cause of the darkness, and how it might be ceased. 
To which the giant answered in this manner t 

** There was in the country, about twelve years since, 
a cunning necromancer, that by enchantment built this 
tower, the which you now behold, and therein caused a 
terrible fire to spring from the earth, that cast such a 
■moke over the whole land, whereby the ^eo^le that 
were wont to dwell therein are fled, anii taiD\.%>E:i«^Vst 
hunger s mJmo ihii eachanter by \^ ixi maAA^^"^"^^ 
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that you have passed, which did never man befort 
time without death : also, within this tower, near 
the fire, there stands a fair and pleasant fountai 
which if any knight be able to attain and cas 
water thereof into the fire, then shall the darkness 
after cease, and the enchantment end, for which < 
I have been bound to guard and keep the tower 
the achievement of any knight." 

Then when the giant had ended his discourse 
George commanded him to remain at the gate, f 
would adventure to end the enchantment, and dt 
the country firom so grievous a plague. Then we 
close by the windows of the tower, which were sL 
yards in length and breadth, till he came to a 
wicket, through which he must need enter : yet v 
set as thick with pikes of steel as the prickles < 
urchin's skin, to the intent that no knight shoul 
proach near unto the door, nor once attempt to entei 
the tower ; yet with great danger he opened the w 
whereout came such abundance of smoke, tha 
darkness of the country doubled, so that neither 
nor candle would burn in that place ; yet nevertl 
St. George entered, and went downwards upon s 
where he could see nothing, but yet felt many 
blows upon his burgonet, that he was constraint 
kneel upon his knees, and with his shield to d 
himself, or else he had been bruised to pieces. A 
he came to the bottom, and there he found a fair 
vault, where he felt so terrible a heat that he swea 
ceedingly ; and as he felt about him, he perceived 
he approached near the fire ; and going a little fur 
he espied out the fountain, whereat he greatly rejoi 
and so he took his shield, and bear therein as i 
water as he could, and cast it into the fire. In coi 
sion, he laboured so long, till the fire was clean queue 
then began the skies to receive their perfect light 
and the golden sun to shine most clearly about 
where he plainly perceived how there stood upoi 
stairs many great images of brass, holding in 
hands mighty maces of steel, which had done him i 
trouble at his coming down ; but now their powei 
ended, the &re quenched, and the eTvc\i«AxV.ment finij 
Hvihen returned again to ibe\«\Qi\L^v»\iV«i^^ 
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deformed gUnt still remained : who, when he beheld s% 
champion retarned both safe and sound, fell upon hJk 
knees before him, and said : 

" Sir knight, yon are most welcome, and happily re- 
tamed, for you are the flower of Christendom, and the 
bravest champion of the world. Command my ser- 
▼iee, duty, and obedience ; for whilst I live, I do pro- 
fess, by tiie burning banks of Acheron, never to follow 
any other knight but you, and hereupon I kiss your 
golden spur, which is the noble badge of knighthood." 

This humble submission of the giant caused the 
champion to rejoice, not for his overthrow, but that 
he had gotten so mighty a servant ; then unlaced he his 
helmet, and laid down after his weary encounter, where 
after he had sufficiently rested himself, he took his 
journey, in company of the giant, to the Amaionian 
queen, where he left his lady in company of her virgins, 
who, Uke a kind, modest, and virtuous wife, during all 
the time of her husband's absence, continually prayed 
to the immortal powers of heaven, for his fortunate suc- 
cess and happy return, otherwise resolving herself, if 
the lowering destinies should cross his intent, and un- 
luckily end his days before the adventure were accom- 
plished, then to spend the remainder of her life among 
those happy virgins. But on the sudden, before the 
queen and her virgins were aware, St. George arrived 
before the pavilion, dutifully attended on by the giant, 
who bore upon his shoulder the body of a tall oak, by 
which the queen knew that his prowess had redeemed 
her country from darkness, and delivered her from her 
sorrow, care, and trouble : so in company of htr maids, 
▼ery gorgeously attired, she conducted the champion to 
a bower of roses, intermingled with creeping vines, the 
whieh in his absence they planted for his lady's delight. 
There found he Sabra at her divine prayers, like to a 
solitary widow, clad in mourning habiliments ; but when 
she beheld her lord return in safety, she banished grief, 
and in haste ran unto him, and in his bosom ravished 
herself with pleasure. 

But to speak how the Amazonian queen feasted them, 
and in what manner she and her maids devised pastime 
for their contents, were too tedious to lepeaX \ \>>x\. h(V«^ 
•UgbtgAv ead to their pleasoxes, va^ ft\««ig voaoa^xA^ 
K 
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all things to a quiet silence, the queen brought them to 
a very sumptuous lodging, where stood a bed framed 
with ebony-wood, overhung with many pendants of 
gold, the tick was stuffed with down of turtle-doves, 
the sheets of Median silk, thereon lay a rich quilt 
wrought with cotton, covered with damask, and stitched 
with threads of gold. But all this while the giant never 
entered the pavilion, but slept as soundly at the root of 
a pine-tree, as St. George did in his embroidered bed, 
for he knew not what pleasures belonged thereunto, nor 
never before that time beheld any woman's face. At 
last the night withdrew her black curtains, and gave 
the morning leave to appear, whose pleasant light caused 
St George to forsake his bed, and to walk some few miles 
to overview the country ; in which journey he took such 
exceeding pleasure, that he thought it the goodliest 
realm that ever he saw, for he perceived well how it 
was full of worldly wealth. 

At last, he climbed up to the top of a high mountain, 
being about two miles from the queen's pavilion.whereon 
he stood and beheld many stately towns and towers, 
high and mighty castles, many large woods and mea- 
dows, and many pleasant rivers ; and about the towns, 
fair vines, goodly pastures, and fields. At last, he be- 
held the city of Argenia shining against the sun, the 
place where the queen in former time was wont to keep 
her court ; which city was environed with deep ditches, 
the wall strongly built, and more than five hundred 
towers made of lime and stone ; also he saw many fair 
churches covered with lead, having tops and spires of 
gold, shining most gorgeously; with weathercocks of 
silver, glittering against the sun. Also he saw the bur- 
gesses' houses stand like palaces, closed with high and 
strong walls, barred with chains of iron fh)m house to 
house, whereat in his heart he praised much the noble- 
ness and richness of the city, and said to himself, that 
it might well be called Argenia, for it seemed to be of 
argent, that is as much as to say, of silver. 

During the time of the champion's walk, which con- 
tinued from the break of day to the closing of the even- 
ing, happened a woful tragedy, near unto the queen's 

pavilion, committed by the tnoualtoua giant whom St. 

Oeorge hrougtit from the eucViauUd. \AHt«t \ l^x >Cqa.\ 
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lame morning, when the sun had mounted some few 
degrees unto the firmament, seven of the queen's virgins 
in Sabra's company, walked into a pleasant thicket of 
trees, adjoining to her pavilion, not only to take the 
pleasure of the morning air, hut to hear the chirping 
melody of birds ; in which thicket or grove, under a 
pine-tree, this giant lodged the passed night : but no 
sooner came these beautiful ladies under the branches 
of the tree, but the giant cast his eyes upon them, whose 
rare perfections so fired the heart of the lustful giant, 
that he must either ruin them, or end his days in some 
monstrous manner; therefore he started up from the 
place where he lay, and with a wrathful countenance 
lan amongst the ladies, and catching them all eight be* 
twixt his arms, he bore them to the further side of the 
grove, where he ravished seven of the queen's maidens, 
and afterwards devoured them alive into his loathsome 
bowels. At length the giant came to Sabra, but when 
he beheld her visage, which, in the meantime, she ha^ 
deformed with the venom of a toad, he loathed her sight ■, 
and wandering away, greatly grieved at the committed 
crime, and sorely repenting himself of so wicked a deed, 
not only for the spoil of the seven virgins, but for the 
wrong proffered to so noble a knight ; who not only 
granted him liberty of life, but received him into his 
service : but when he remembered the noble champion 
SL George, whose angry frown he would not see for all 
the world, then to prevent the same, he ran his head 
most furiously against a knobbed oak, and brained him- 
self, where we will leave him now weltering in his 
blood, and speak what became of Sabra after this 
bloody accident : after she had wandered up and down 
the thicket many a weary step, incensing Heaven against 
the giant's cruelty, the sun began to set, and the dark 
night grew on. 

St. George, who by this time was returned to the 
queen's pavilion, where he missed his lady, and had in- 
telligence that she, in company of seven other ladies, 
walked in the morning into a pleasant grove to hear the 
melody of birds, and since that time no news had been 
heard of them; for as then it grew towards nl^ht^ 
which caused St George greatly to Tn\aU\x»\. V)a»X %«tBk» 
mucbuice bad befallen his lady. Tbcti >dl^ ^"wa»»as^ 
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what was become of the giant : but answer was mado 
that he was never seen nor heard of since morning ; 
which caused him greatly to suspect the giant's trea- 
chery, and how by his means the ladies were prevented 
of their purposed pleasures. 

Therefore in all haste, Uke a frantic man, he ran int4 
the thicket, fiUing every comer with clamours, and 
resounding echoes of her name, and calling for Sabra 
through every bramble bush : but there he could neither 
hear the voice of Sabra, nor the answer of any other 
lady, but the woful echoes of his exclamations, which 
rattled through the leaves of the trees. Then began he 
to wax somewhat melancholy and passionate, passing 
the time away till bright Cynthia mounted on the hemis- 
phere, by whose glittering beams he saw the ground 
besprinkled with purple gore ; and found the chain, 
that Sabra was wont to wear about her neck, besmeared 
in blood. He bitterly complained against his own for- 
tune and his lady's hapless destiny, for he supposed 
then that the giant had murdered her. 

"0 discontented sight," said he, "here lies the 
blood of my beloved lady, the truest woman that ev^r 
knight enjoyed. That body, which for excellency de- 
served a monument of gold, more rich than the tomb 
of Angelica, I fear lies buried in the bowels of that 
monstrous giant, whose life unhappily I granted. But, 
fond fool that I am, why do I tsdk in vain 7 It will 
not recompense her murdered soul, the which methinks 
I hear how it calls for revenge in every comer of the grove. 
It was 1 that left her carelessly within the danger of 
the giant, whom I little mistrusted, therefore I will meet 
her in the Elysium shades, and crave remission for my 
committed trespass, for on this oak I will abridge my 
life, as did the worthy knight Melmeropolion for the 
love of Sillara." 

Which lamentation being no sooner ended, but he 
took the chain of gold, and fastened one end to the 
arm of a great oak, and the other end to his neck, in- 
tending presently to strangle himself; but Heaven pre- 
vented his desperate intent after a strange manner : for 
under the same tree the giant lay, not yet fully dead, 
wbo in this manner spake to St. Qeor^e : 
"0 9Uy thy hand, most uoUe aix^mV\xv^^\«V\Sc^t. 
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fhe world*! ehlef wonder for admirable chiralry, and 
let my dying aoul convert thee from so wicked a deed. 
Seven virgins in this thicket have I ravished, and 
baricd all their bodies in my accursed bowels ; but be- 
fore I could deflower the eighth, in a strange manner 
her bright beauty was changed into a loathsome leprosy, 
whereby I detested her sight, and left her chastity un- 
defiled ; but by her sad complaints, I since have undcr- 
•tood, how that she is your lady and love, and to this 
hour she hath her residence within this thicket." And 
thereupon with a doleful groan, which seemed to shake 
the ground, he bade adieu to the world. 

Then St. Oeorge, being glad to hear such tidings, 
reverted from his desperate intent, and searched up and 
down the grove till he had found Sabra, where she sat 
sorrowing under the branches of a mulberry tree ; be- 
twixt whom was a sad greeting : and as they walked 
back to the queen's pavilion, she discoursed to him the 
truth of this bloody stratagem ; where she remained till 
the Amazonian queen had cured her leprosy by the 
secret virtue of her skill ; of whom, after they had 
taken leave, and given her thanks for her kind courte- 
sies, St Oeorge with his lady took their journey to- 
wards Persia. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

St. Obobgs having achieved the adventure of the en- 
chanted tower, and Sabra the fury of the lustful giant, 
they took their journey towards Persia, where the 
Christian champions lay encamped before the soldan's 
great city of Belgor, a place most strongly fortified with 
spirits and other ghastly illusions, by the enchantment 
of Osmond, whom you heard before, in the last chapter^ 
to be the rarest necromancer in the world. But as the 
English champion with his lady travelled, they happened 
into a desert and mighty wilderness, overgrown with 
lofty pines, cedar-trees, and many huge ax^d tglv^\\Vs 
oaks, the spreading branches wheieol aeemeOL \.q ^VC^.- 
JioM the light of heaven from their u\\ttoOL(V.ftTv -^^^^^^^N 
sad tops, for exceeding height, to leacVv inXo Xtv'e ^^^lawoXAN 
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t'le inhabilaiits were sylran satyrs, fairies, and other 
troody n]rinp1is, irlueli bj daj sported up and down the 
.' jrest, aad bj night attended the pleasures of Proserpine 
theladrj queen. 

In this soUtarj manner wearied they the rolling time 
away, till thrice three times the silver moon had returned 
!ier borrowed light, by which time the burthen of Sabra*s 
womb began to grow painful, and the hour of her delivery 
drew on, wherein she required Lucina's help, to make 
3t George the father of a princely son. Time called 
for midwives, to aid and bring her babe into the world, 
and to make her a happy mother ; but before the pain- 
ful hour of her delivery approached, St. George had pro- 
vided her a bower of vine branches, which he erected 
between two pleasant hills, where, instead of a princely 
cabiuet hung with arras and rich tapestry, she was con- 
strained to suffice herself with a simple lodging, covered 
with roses, and other fragrant flowers ; her bed he made 
uf green moss and thistle-down, beset curiously round 
about with olive-branches, and the sprigs of an orange- 
tree, which made it seem more beautiful than Flora's 
pavilion, or Diana's mansion. But at last, when she 
felt the pain of her womb grow intolerable, and the seed 
ready to be reaped, and how she was in a wilderness 
void of womens' company, that should be ready to assist 
her in so secret a matter, she cast herself down upoK. 
her mossy bed, and with a blushing countenance she 
discovered her mind in this manner to St. George. 

** My most dear and loving lord," quoth she, **my 
true and only champion at all times and seasons, except 
at this hour, for it is the painful hour of my delivery, 
therefore depart from out of the hearing of my cries, 
*nd comuiit my fortune to the pleasures of the hea- 
jrou« ; stay not. I say, dear lord, to see the infant de- 
Uver^l from the bed of his creation : forsake my pre- 
w^nct* for a time, and let me, like the noble queen of 
FrjmMP. obtain the favour of some fairy to be my mid- 

fhlT-* r*.>r** ^''^' ^*^*^"* *^^»- Valentine and Orson; 

thK^ s>xx^ of them wa, cherished br a king, and the other 

»/ * rK^^l^ J,M both ot tWm ^w f^imou* ia their deeds," 

At whH?h wora* St.O«.>T^ sea\«^^i3*a^^«,xi«ii.\wlth 
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with A thousand sigbi hade her adieu, and took his wat 
to the top of a mountain, being in distance a quarter of 
a mile : there kneeled he, during the time of her travail, 
with hia bare knees upon the bosom of the earth, nere* 
ceasing prayers, but continually soliciting the majesty 
of Ood, to grant his lady a speedy and safe delivery. 
Alter whose departure the fury of her heart was con- 
strained to breathe to many scorching sighs, that they 
seemed to blast the leaves of trees, and to wither the 
flowers which beautified her cabinet, her burthened tor- 
ments caused her star-bright eyes, like fountains, to 
distil down silver drops, and all the rest of her body to 
tremble like a castle in a terrible earthquake. 

At last, her pitiful cries pierced down to the lowest 
vaults of direful Dis, where Proserpine sits crowned 
amongst her fairies, and so prevailed, that in all haste 
she ascended to work this lady's safe delivery, and to 
make her mother of three goodly boys ; who no sooner 
arrived in Sabra's lodging, but she practised the duty 
of a midwife, eased the burden of her womb, and safely 
brought her babes into the world. 

This courteous deed of Proserpine was no sooner per- 
formed, but she laid the three boys in three sumptuous 
cradles, which she caused the fairies to fetch invisibly ; 
and therewithal mantles of silk, with other things there- 
unto belonging ; likewise she caused a winged satyr to 
fetch from the farthest borders of India, a covering of 
damask taffety embroidered with gold, the richest orna- 
ment that ever mortal eye beheld. With this rich and 
sumptuous ornament she covered the lady's couch, 
whereby it seemed to surpass in bravery the gorgeous 
bed of Juno the brave queen, when first she entertained 
imperious Jove. After this, Proserpine laid under every 
child's pillow a silver tablet, whereon were written, in 
letters of gold, their good and happy fortunes. 

Under the first was these lines charactered, who at 
that time lay frowning in his cradle Uke the god of war*. 

A soldier bold, a man of wondrous might, 
A king likewise this royal babe shalldie; 

Three golden diadems in bloody fight, 

By Uiis brave prince shall also conquered be: 

The towers of old Jerusalem and Rome, 

SbaJI yield to bim in bappy time to coma* 
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• Under the pillow of the second babe was charactered 
these Unes following ; who lay in his cradle smiling like 
Gnpid upon the lap of Dido, whom Venus transformed 
to the likeness of Ascanius. 

This child shall likewise live to be a king. 
Time's wonder for device and courtly sport; 

His tilts and tournaments abroad shall rinr. 
To every coast where noble knights resort ; 

Queens shall attend and humble at his feet, 

Thus love and beauty shall together meet 

Lastly, under the pillow of the third, was these lines 
likewise charactered; who blushed in his cradle, like 
Pallas when she strove for the golden apple with Venus, 
■nd the queen of heaven. 

The muses* darling for true sapience. 
In princes* courts this babe shall spend his days; 

Kings shall admire his learned eloquence, 
And write in brasen books his endless praise : 

By Pallas* gifts he shall achieve a crown. 

Advance his fame, and lift him to renown. 

Thus when the fairy queen had ended her prophecy 
upon the children, and had left them golden fortunes 
lying in their cradles, she vanished away, leaving the 
lady rejoicing at her safe delivery, and wondering at the 
gifts of Proserpine, which she conjectured to be but 
shadows to dazzle her eyes, and things of fading sub- 
stance ; but when she had laid her hands upon the rich 
covering of damask taffety, which covered her mossy 
bed, and felt that it was the self-same form that it 
seemed, she cast her eyes, with a cheerful look, up to 
the majesty of heaven, and not only gave thanks for 
received benefits, but for his merciful kindness in making 
her the happy mother of three such goodly children. 
But we will now return again to the noble champion St. 
George, who, after waiting some time, returned back to 
her sylvan cabin, which he found strangely decked with 
sumptuous habiliments, his lady lying in her childbed, 
as glorious as if she had been the greatest empress in 
the world, and three princely boys sweetly sleeping in 
their several cradles ; at whose first sight his heart was 
to ravished with joy, that for a time it withheld the 
pass&ge of his tongue ; but at last, when he found the 
silver tablets lying under IhepWJLovia^wwi.xeadthe happy 
fortunes of his children, he ran utv\.o\vv%\«A^ ^vcCwt^vtvwt 
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lier loringlj, and kindly demanded the trae disconrM 
of this accident, and by whose means the bower was 
beautified so gorgeoosly, and the propounder of his 
children's prophecy. 

St. George gave her many kind embraces: at last, 
ber hunger increased, and her desire thirsted so much 
after food, that, except she received some comfortable 
sustenance, her life was in danger. This extreme desire 
of Sabra caused St. Gkorge to buckle en his armour, 
and to nnsheath his trusty sword, ready to gore the en- 
trails of some deer ; who swore, by the honour of true 
knighthood, never to rest in peace, till he had purchased 
her heart's content 

And thereupon, with his falchion ready charged, he 
traced the woods, leaving no thorny brake nor mossy 
cave unsearched, till he had found a herd of fallow deer ; 
from which number he singled out the fattest deer to make 
his lady a bountiful banquet ; but in the time of his ab- 
sence, there happened to Sabra a wonderful accident ; 
for there came weltering into the cabin three most wild 
and monstrous beasts, a lioness, a tigress, and a she 
wolf, which took the babes out of their cradles, and 
bore them to their secret dens. 

At which sight, Sabra, like one bereft of sense, 
started from her bed, and to her power offered to follow 
the beasts, but all in vain ; for before she could get 
without her cabin, they were past sight, and the chil- 
drens' cry without her hearing : then, like a discon- 
tented woman, she turned back, beating her breast. 
Tending her hair, and ranging up and down her cabin., 
using all the rigour she could devise against herself . 
and had not St. George returned the sooner, she had 
most violently committed her own slaughter; but at 
his return, when he beheld her face stained with tears, 
her head disrobed of ornaments, and her lovely breast 
all to be rent, he cast down his venison in all haste, and 
asked the cause of her sorrow. 

*• Oh I" said she, " this is the wofulest day that ever 

happened to me; for in the time of your unhappy 

hunting, a lioness, a tigress, and a wolf, came into the 

. cabin, and took my children from their cradles : what 

is become of them 1 know not *, but g^a\A^ V l«iax\»^ 
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this time they are entombed within their hungry 
bowels." 

" Oh I simple monunients," quoth he, '* for such 
sweet babes. Well, Sabra, if the monsters have be- 
reaved me of my children, this bloody sword, that dived 
into the entrails of the fallow deer, shall rive my woful 
heart in twain. Accursed be this fatal day, the planets 
that predominate, and sun that shines thereon ; heaven 
blot it from the year, and let it never more be numbered, 
but accounted for a dismal day throughout the world ; let 
all the trees be blasted in those accursed woods ; let herbs 
and grass consume away and die, and all things perish 
in this wilderness. But why breathe I out these curses 
in rain, when, as methinks I hear my children in un- 
tamed lions' dens, crying for help and succour 7 I come, 
sweet babes ! I come, either to redeem you from tigers' 
wrathful jaws, or make my grave within their hungry 
bowels I" 

Then took he up his sword besmeared in blood, and 
like a man befeaved of wit and sense, ranged up and 
down the wilderness, searching every corner for his 
children ; but his lady remained still in her cabin, la- 
menting for their loss, washing their cradles with her 
pearled tears. 

Thus wandered St. George up and down the wilder- 
ness for the space of two days, hearing no news of his 
children. At last he approached the sight of a pleasant 
river, which smoothly glided down betwixt two moun- 
tains, Into whose streams he purposed to cast himself; 
%nd so by a desperate death give end to his sorrows ; 
but as Ijs was committing his body to the mercy of the 
waters, and his soul to the pleasure of the heavens, he 
heard afar oflf the rueful shriek, as he thought, of a 
comfortless bade : which sudden noise caused him to 
refrain from his desperate purpose, and with more dis- 
cretion to tender his own safety. Then casting his 
eyes aside, it was his happy destiny to espy three inhu- 
man beasts lying at the foot of a hill, tumbling them- 
selves against the warm sun, and his three pretty babes 
suckiug from their dugs their most unkind milk ; which 
spectacle so encouraged the champion, that without far- 
ther Advisement, with his a'mgle sword, he assailed at 
oae time the three moMtexs, \)uV. *q luiviwaVj \Xi«^ ^^x* 
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•aed him, that he little prevailed ; and being almost 
breathless, was forced to get into an orange-tree, else 
be had been buried in their merciless bowels. But 
when the three wild beasts perceived him above their 
reach, and that by no means they could come near him 
with fheir wrathful jaws, they so rent and tore the root 
of the tree, that if by policy he had not prevented 
them, the tree had been pulled in pieces : for at that 
time it was so full of ripe oranges, and so overladen, 
that the branches seemed to bend, and the boughs to 
break ; of which firuit he cast such abundance down to 
the beasts, whereby they restrained their furies, and fed 
so feist thereon, that in a short time they grew drunk, 
and quite overcome with a heavy sleep ; this happy for- 
tune caused St. George nimbly to leap off the tree, and 
with his keen-edged sword cutoff their heads from their 
bodies ; which being done, he went to his children, 
lying upon a mossy bank, who so pleasantly smiled in 
his face, that they made hira greatly to rejoice : there- 
fore taking them up in his arms, he spake these words 
following : 

" Come, come, my pretty babes, your safe deliver- 
ance from these inhuman monsters will add long life 
unto your mother, and hath preserved your father from 
A desperate <lcath ; from henceforth let heaven be your 
guide, and send you as happy fortunes as Remus and 
Romulus, the first founders of imperious Rome, which 
in their infancies were nursed with the milk of a raven- 
ous wolt" 

And appi caching thp nabin, where he left his lady 
mourning for the loss a* her children, at his return he 
found he^ without sen*- or moving, being not able to 
give him a joyful welcome, whereat he fell into this 
extreme passion of sorro.Y. 

** Oh Fortune! Fortune 1" quoth he, "how many 
griefs heapest thou upon my head? Wilt thou needs 
enjoin me to an endlesf aorrow ? See, Sabra, see, I have 
redeemer our sons, and freed them from the tigers* 
bloody jaws^ whose wrathful countenance did threaten 
death.*- 

Which comfortable speech caused her presently to 
revive, and to take the infants in her KnQ»,\a:^Vci%^«c£i 
BireeUf upon her breaats. The kmd em\)X%.a«ft«Vy«Sa&% 
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fpeeenei, and joyftd conference that passed betwixt the 
ehampion and his lady, were now too long to be dis- 
eoarsed: but to be short, they remained in the wilder- 
DMB without farther disturbance, either of wild beasts, 
9t other accident, till Babra had recovered her child- 
htd sickness : and then, being conducted by happy 
stars, they returned back the ready way to Christendom, 
where, after some few days* travel, they arrived in the 
Bohemian court, where the king of that country, with 
tiro other bordering princes, most royally christened 
his children, the eldest they named Ouy, the second 
Alexander, and the third David ; which being perform- 
ed, and the triumphs ended, which in a most sumptuous 
manner continued for the space of one month, then the 
Bohemian king, for the great love he bare to St. Oeorge, 
provided most honourably for his sons' bringing up. 

First, he appointed three sereral ambassadors, with 
all things necessary for so. princely a charge, to conduct 
the three infants to three several countries. The first, 
and eldest, whose fortune was to be a soldier, he sent 
to the imperial city of Rome, (being then the wonder of 
the world for martial discipline,) there by the emperor 
to be trained up. The second, whose fortune was to be 
a courtly prince, he sent to the rich and plentiful coun- 
try of England, being the pride of Christendom for all 
delightful pleasures : the third and last, whose fortune 
was to be a scholar,'he sent into Germany, unto the 
university of Wittenburg, being thought at that time to 
be the most excellent place of learning that remained 
throughout the whole world. 

Thus were St. George's children provided for by the 
Bohemian king; for when the ambassadors were in 
readiness, the ships for their passage furnished, and at- 
tendants appointed, St. George, in company of his lady, 
the king of Bohemia with his queen, and a traiu of 
lords, and gentlemen, and ladies, conducted them on 
ship-board, where the wind served them so prosperously, 
that in a short time they had bade adieu to the shore, 
and sailed cheerfully away. But as St George returned 
back to the Bohemian court, it was his chance to come 
bjr an old ruinated monastery, under whose walls in 
former time bis father was buried, \.\ift NN\vvOix\ift Vavt^ 
bj" certain verses carved in Btone oxet^aVa «tvi^»\i^ sjaa 
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I of the country (at you may read before in the 
beginning of this history). Over the same he requested 
of the king that he might erect a stately monument, that 
the remembrance of his name might live for ever, and 
not be buried in the grave of obscurity. To whicli 
xeasonable demand the king most willingly consented, 
and presently gave special commandment that the cuu- 
ningest architects that remained within his dominion 
should forthwith be sent fur, and withal gave a ton of 
gold forth of his own treasury, towards the performance 
thereol The sudden report of this memorable deed 
being bruited abroad, caused workmen to come from 
every place of their own accord, with such willingness, 
that they in a short time finished it. The foundation 
of the tomb was of the purest marble, whereon was en- 
graven the frame of the earth, and how the watery 
ocean was divided, with woods, grores, hills, and dales ; 
so lively pourtrayed, that it was a wonder to behold : 
the props and pinnacles of alabaster, beset with knobs 
of jasper stone ; the sides and pillars of the clearest 
jet ; upon the top stood four golden Ilous, holding up as 
it were an element, wherein was curiously contrived 
the golden sun and moon, and how the heavens have 
their usual courses, with many other things wrought 
both in gold and silver, which for this time I omit, be- 
eauise I am forced at large to discourse of the princely 
proceedings of St. George, who, after the monument 
was finished, with his lady, most humbly took their 
leave of the king, thanked him for his love, kindness, 
and courtesy, and so departed towards Egypt and Persia, 
of whose adventures you shall hear more in the chapter 
following. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Many strange accidents and dangerous adventures St 
George with his lady passed, before they arrived within 
the territories of Egypt, which 1 want memory to re- 
peat, and art to describe. But at last when Fortune 
smiled, which before had long time crossed theis lnt«n.U 
with her inooxuUnt chances, and bad CMli^wi&'^lf^^l 
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upon the Egyptian shore, being the nurse and mother 
of Sabra's first creation ; the twelve peers unto whom 
St. George before-time committed the guiding of the 
land, and keeping of his crown, as you heard before 
discoursed, now met him and his lady at the sea-side. 
most richly mounted upon their costly trapped steeds, 
and willingly surrendered up his sceptre, crown, and 
regiment; and after, in company of many princely 
estates, both of dukes, earls, lords, knights, and royal 
gentlemen, they attended them to the city of Grand 
Cairo, being then under the subjection of the Egyptian 
monarchy, and the greatest city in the world, for it was 
in breadth full threescore miles, and had by just account 
within the walls, twelve thousand churches, besides 
abbeys, priories, and houses of religion ; but when St. 
Qeorge with his stately attendants entered the gates, 
they were presently entertained with such a joyful sound 
of bells, trumpets, and drums, that it seemed like the 
inspiring music of heavenly angels, and to exceed the 
royalty of Cssar in Rome, when he returned from the 
world's conquest : the streets were beautified with 
stately pageants, contrived by scholars of ingenious 
capacity, the pavement strewed with all manner of 
odoriferous flowers, and the walls hung with Indian 
coverlets, and curious tapestry. 

The coronation of Sabra, which was royally performed 
within three months following, requires a golden pen to 
write it, and a tongue washed in the conservatives of 
the Muses' honey to declare it : Egypt was honoured 
with triumphs, and Grand Cairo with tilts and tourna- 
ments. Through every town was proclaimed a solemn 
and festival day in the remembrance of their new- 
crowned queen ; no tradesman nor artificer was sufiered 
to work that day, but was charged, upon pain of death, 
to hold it for a day of triumph, a day <# joy, and a 
day of pleasure. In which royalties St. George was a 
principal performer, till thirst of honour summoned him 
to arms ; the remembrance of the Christian champions 
in Persia caused him to breviate the pastimes, and to 
buckle on his steely corselet, which had not glittered 
in the fields of Mars in four-and- twenty days ; of which 
noble deeds, and adventurous proceedings, I will at 
large discourse, and leare all other paatVmsA \a \\\ft new 
fnvestcd queen and her Jadiea. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Now most we return to the Christian champions, an, 
speak of their hattles in Persia, and what happened tc 
them in St. George's absence ; for if you remember be- 
fore, being in Egypt, when he had news of his lady's 
condemnation in England, for the murder of the earl of 
Coventry, he caused them to march into Persia, and en- 
couraged them to revenge his wrongful imprisonment 
upon the soldan's provinces; in which country, after 
they had marched about fifty miles, burning and spoil- 
uig his territories, they were intercepted by the soldan's 
power, which was about the number of three hundred 
thousand fighting men. But the muster-rolls of the 
Christians were likewise numbered, and they amounted 
not to above one hundred thousand able men : at which 
time, betwixt the Christians and pagans happened a long 
and dangerous battle, the like in any age was seldom 
fought ; for it continued without ceashig for the space 
of five days, to the great effusion of blood on both par- 
ties , but at last the pagans had the worst ; for when 
they beheld their fields bestrewed with mangled bodies, 
and that the rivers for twenty miles' compass did flow 
with crimson blood, their hearts began to fail, and in- 
continently fled like sheep before the wolf. Then the 
valiant Christians, thirsting after revenge, speedly pur* 
sued them, sparing neither young nor old, till the ways 
•were strewed with lifeless bodies, like heaps of scattered 
sand ; in which pursuit and honourable conquest they 
burned two hundred forts and towns, battering their 
towers of stone as level with the ground as harvest- 
reapers do fields of ripened corn. But the soldan him- 
self, with many of his approved soldiers, escaped alive, 
and fortified 4he city of Grand Belgor, being the strongest 
town of war in all the kingdom of Persia, before whose 
walls we will leave the Christian champions planting 
their puissant forces, and speak of the damnable prac- 
tices of Osmond within the town, where he accomplished 
many admirable accidents by magic art : for when the 
Christians' army had long time given assaults to the 
walls, sending their fiery bullets to their lofty battle- 
ments, like storms of winter's hail, wheieb^ \.\ift "8««vmv 
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•oldien were not able any longer to resist, they began 
to yield, and commit their lives to the mercy of the 
Christian champions. But when the soldan perceived 
the soldiers* cowardice, and how they would willingly 
resign his happy government to foreign rule, he encour- 
aged them still to resist the Christians' desperate en- 
counters, and within thirty days, if they had not the 
honour of the war, then willingly to condescend to their 
country's conquest; which princely resolution encour- 
aged the soldiers to resist, intending not to yield up 
their city till death had made triumph on their bodies. 
Then departed he unto a sacred tower, where he found 
Osmond sitting in a chair, studying by magic how long 
Persia should remain unconquered, who at his entrance 
drove him from his charms with these speeches : 

*' Thou wondrous man of art," said the soldan, 
'* whom for necromancy the world hath made famous I 
now is the time to express the lore and loyalty thou 
bearest thy sovereign ; now is the time thy charming 
•pells must work for Persia's good ; thou seest my for- 
tunes are deprest, my soldiers dead, my captains slaugh- 
tered, my cities burned, my fields of corn consumed, 
and my country almost conquered. I that was wont to 
cover the seas with fleets of ships, now stand amazed 
to hear the Christians' drums, that sound forth doleful 
funerals for my soldiers. I that was wont with armed 
legions to drink up rivers as we marched, and made the 
earth to groan with bearing of our multitudes ; I that 
was wont to make whole kingdoms tremble at my 
frowns, and force imperious potentates to humble at my 
feet : I that have made the streets of many a city to 
run with blood, and stood rejoicing when 1 saw their 
buildings burned ; I that have made the mothers' wombs 
the infants' tombs, and caused cradles for to swim in 
streams of blood ; may now behold my country's ruin, 
my kingdom's fall, and mine own fatal overthrow. 
Awake, great Osmond,from thy dreaming trance ; awake, 
I say, and raise a troop of black infernal fiends, to fight 
against the damned Christians, that like swarms of 
bees do flock about our walls ; prevent, I say, my 
land's invasion, and, as I am great monarch of Asia, 
I'll make thee king over twenty provinces, and sole 
commander ot the ocean : ruse u^, 1 m^^ ^hy charmed 
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■pirlts, iMve burning Acheron empty for a time, to aid 
iu in this bloody batUe.*' 

These words were no sooner ended, but there rattled 
■neb a i>eal of cannons against the city walls, that they 
made the very earth shi^e : whereat the necromancer 
atarted from bis chair, and in this manner encouraged 
the soldan. 

** It is not Europe," quoth he, "nor all the petty 
bands of armed lights, nor all the princes in the 
world, that shall abate your princely dignity : am not 
I the great magician of this age, that can both loose and 
bind the fiends, and call the blackfaced furies from low 
Coeytus 7 Am not I that skilful artist, which framed 
the charmed tower amongst the Amazonian dames, 
which aU the witches in the world could never spoil 7 
Therefore let learning, art, and all the secrets of the 
deep assist me in this enterprise, and then let frowning 
Europe do her worst ; my charms shall cause the hea- 
Tens to rain such rattling showers of stones upon their 
beads, whereby the earth shall be over-laden with their 
dead bodies, and hell over-filled with their hateful souls ; 
senseless trees shall rise in human shapes, and fight for 
Persia. If wise Medea was ever famous for arts, that 
did the like for safeguard of her father's state, then why 
should not Osmond practise wonders for his sovereign's 
happiness 7 I'll raise a troop of spirits fron the lowest 
earth more black than dismal night, who in ugly shapes 
•hall haunt them up and down, and when they sleep 
within their rich pavilions ; legions of fiery spirits will 
I raise up from hell, that like to dragons spitting flames 
of fire, shall blast and burn the damned Christians in 
their tents of war : down from the crystal firmament I 
will conjure troops of air spirits to descend, that like to 
virgins clad in princely ornaments shall link those 
Christian champions in the charms of love : their eyes 
shall be like the twinkling lamps of heaven, and dazzle 
•0 their warlike thoughts, and their lively countenance 
more bright than fairies shall lead them captive to a tent 
of love, which, shall be artificially erected up by magic 
spells ; their warlike weapons, that were wont to smoke 
in pagan's blood, shall, in my charmed tent, be hung 
upon the bowers of peace; their glittering armours, 
that were wont io $hine within the fteldi q1 MxVa^, 
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than heneeforih for eTermore be stained with rust ; and 
themselves, sumamed for martial discipline the won- 
drous champions of the world, shall surfeit with delight- 
tol loves, and sleep upon the laps of the airy spirits, 
that descend the elements in virgins' shapes ; terror 
and despair shall so mightily oppress their merciless sol- 
diers, that they shall yield the honourable conquest to 
your excellency ; such strange and wonderful accidents 
by art shall be accomplished, that heaven shall frown 
at my enchantments, and the earth tremble to hear my 
conjurations ; therefore, most mighty Persian, number 
np thy scattered bands, and to-morrow in the morning 
set open thy gates, and march thitherwards, with thy 
armed soldiers ; leave not a man within the city, but 
let every one that is able to bear arms fight in the ho- 
nour of Persia, and before the closing of the night I'll 
make thee conqueror, and yield up the bragging Chris- 
tians as prisoners to thy mightiness.'* 

*' If this prove true, renovmed Osmond, as thou hast 
promised," said the soldan, ** earth shall not harbour 
that too dear for thee ; for thou shalt have myself, my 
kingdoms, crowns, and sceptres, at command. The 
wealthy river Ganges shall pay thee yearly with her 
treasure, the place where Midas washed her golden wish 
away. All things that nature framed precious, shalt 
thou be lord and sole commander of, if thou prevent the 
invasion of my country. 

And thereupon he departed the chamber, and left the 
necromancer in his study ; and as he gave commandment, 
his captains made in readiness their soldiers, and fur- 
nished their warlike horses, and by the sun's uprising 
marched into the fields of Belgor, where, upon the north 
side of the enemy, they pitched their camp. On the 
other side, when the warlike Christians had intelligence, 
by their courts of guard, how the Persians were entered 
the fields ready to give them battle, sudden alarums 
founded in their ears, rumours of conquest encouraged 
so the soldiers, that presently they were in readiness to 
entertain the Persians in a bloody banquet. Both armies 
were in sight, with blood-red colours wavering in the 
air ; the Christian champions, richly mounted on their 
warlike coursers, placed themselves in the fore-front of 
the battie, like courageous capV^ns, i«KA&% u«ither 
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death nor nneimstant chance of fortune. But the soldan, 
with his petty princes, like cowards, were enyironed and 
compassed with a ring of armed knights, where, instead 
of nimble steeds, they sat in iron chariots. Divers 
heroical and many princely encouragements past between 
the two armies before they entered battle : but when the 
drums began to sound alarm, and the silver trumpets 
gave dreadful echoes of death ; when the cross of Christ- 
endom began to flourish, and the arms of Mohammed to 
be advanced ; even then began so terrible and bloody a 
battle, that the like was never found in any age ; for be- 
fore the sun had mounted to the top of heaven, the 
pagans received so great a massacre, and fell before the 
Christian champions, that they were forced to wade up 
to the knees in blood, and their soldiers to fight upon 
heaps of slaughtered men : the fields were altered from 
a green colour to a purple hue, the dales were steeped 
in crimson gore, and the hills and mountains covered 
with dead men's rattling bones. And let us not forget 
the wicked necromancer Osmond, that during the time 
of that dangerous encounter kneeled in a low valley, 
near unto the camps, with his black hair hanging down 
unto his shoulders, 'like a wreath of snakes, and with 
his silver wand circling the earth ; where, when he heard 
the sound of drums in the air, and the brazen trumpets 
giving dreadful sounds of war, he entered into these fatal 
and damned speeches : 

•• Now is this battle,** quoth he, •• furiously begun, 
for methinks I hear the soldan cry for help : now is the 
time my charming spells must work for Persia's victory, 
and Europe's fatal overthrow." which being said, thrice 
did he kiss the earth, thrice beheld the elements, and 
thrice besprinkled the circle with his own blood, which, 
with a silver razor, he let from his left arm ; and after 
began again to speak in this manner : 

** Stand still, you wandering lamps of heaven, move 
not, sweet stars, but linger on, till Osmond's charms be 
brought to full efifect. O thou great Demon, prince of 
damned ghosts ; thou chief commander of those fearful 
shapes that nightly glide by misbelieving travellers ; even 
thou that boldest the snaky sceptre in thy hand, sitting 
upon a throne of burning steel ; eTren iho\i Vti^JL \A«Bft%v 
burning iire-brands abroad ; even ihou '^\iO»« «^«i^ vt« 
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like to nnlacky comets ; even thee I charge to let my 
fiuries loose, open thy brazen gates, and leave thy boiling 
caldron empty ; send up such legions of infernal fiends 
that may in number countervail the blades of grass that 
beautify those bloody fields of Belgor." 

These fatal speeches were no sooner finished, but 
there appeared such a similitude of spirits, both from 
the earth, water, air, and fire, that it is almost incredible 
to report ; which he caused to run into the Christian 
army ; whose burning falchions not only annoyed the 
soldiers with fear and terror, but also fired the horses* 
manes, burned the trappings, consumed their banners, 
scorched trees and herbs, and dimmed the elements with 
such an extreme darkness, as though the earth had been 
covered with eternal night. He caused the spirits like- 
wise to raise such a tempest, that it tore up mighty oaks 
by the roots, removed hills and mountains, and blew up 
men into the air, horse and all ; yet neither his magic 
arts, nor all the furies and wicked spirits, could any 
whit daunt the most noble and magnanimous minds of 
the six champions of Christendom; but. like uncon- 
qnered lions, they purchased honour where they went, 
colouring their swords in pagans* blood, making the 
earth true witnesses of their victorious and heroical 
proceedings, which they had attired in a blood-red 
livery. And though St. Oeorge was absent in that ter- 
rible fight, yet merited they as much honour and renown 
as though he had been there present ; for the accursed 
pagans fell before their warlike weapons, as leaves do 
from the trees, when the blustering storms of winter 
enter on the earth. But when the wicked necromancer, 
Osmond, perceived that his magic spells took no effect, 
and how, in despite of his enchantment, the Christians 
got the better of the day, he accursed his heart, and 
banned the hour and time wherein he attempted so 
wicked an enterprise, thinking them to be preserved by 
angels, or else by some celestial means ; but yet not 
purposing to leave off at the first repulse, he attempted 
another way, by necromancy, to overthrow the Chris- 
tians. 

First, he erected up, by magic art, a stately tent, out- 

WBTdly in show like to the compass of earth ; but fur- 

al§h^ lawtrdly with all the deUt\iteom« t^«»sQx«ft thai 
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either art or reason eonld inrent ; only framed to en- 
chant the Chrbtian champions with enticing delight, 
whom he purposed to keep as prisoners therein. Then 
fell he again to his conjuration, and bound a hundred 
spirits by due obedience to transfonn themselves into 
the likeness of beautiful virgins ; which in a moment 
they accomplished ; and they were framed in form and 
beauty like to the darlings of Venus ; in comeliness com- 
parable with Thetis, dancing on the silver sands ; and in 
all proportion like Daphne, whose beauty caused Apollo 
to descend the heavens : their limbs were like the lofty 
cedars, their cheeks to roses dipt in milk, and their eyes 
more bright than the stars of heaven ; also they seemed 
to carry in their hands silver bows, and on their backs 
hung quivers of golden arrows; likewise upon their 
breasts they had pictured the god of love, dancing upon 
Mars's knee. 

Thus, in the shape of beauteous damsels, he caused 
these spirits to enter the Christians' army, and, with the 
golden bait of their enticing smiles, to tangle the cham- 
pions in the snares of love, and with their smiling bean- 
ties lead them from their soldiers, and to bring them 
prisoners into his enchanted tent. Which commandment 
being no sooner given, but these virgins, more swift 
* than the winds, glided into the Christians' army, where 
their glittering beauties so dazzled the eyes of the six 
champions, and their sober countenances so entrapped 
their hearts with desire, that their princely valours were 
abated, and they stood gazing at their excellent propor- 
tions, as though Medusa's shadow had been pictured 
upon their faces : to whom the enticing ladies spake in 
this manner : 

"Come, princely gallants, come, away with arms, 
forget the sounds of bloody war, and hang your angry 
weapons on the bower of peace. Venus, you see, halh 
sent her messengers from Faphos, to lead you to the 
paradise of love : there heaven will rain down nectar 
and ambrosia, sweet for you to feed upon, and there the 
melody of angels will make you music ; there shall you 
fight upon beds of silk, and encounter with enticing 
kisses." 

These golden promises so ravished the champions, 
that they were enchanted with theix Vo^«t, vc^^ "t^^^^ 
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to take their last fkrewell of knighthood and magnanU 
mous chiralry. 

Thua were they led from their warlike companies, to 
the necromaneor's enchanted tent, leaving their soldiers 
without guiders, in danger of confusion. But the queen 
of chance so smiled upon the Christians, that the same 
time St George arrived in Persia, with a fresh supply 
of knights, of whose noble achievements I purpose now 
to speak ; for no sooner had he entered the battle, and 
placed his squadrons, but he had intelligence of the 
champions misadventures, and how they lay enchanted 
in a magic tent, sleeping in pleasure upon the laps of 
infernal furies, which Osmond had transformed, by his 
charms, into the likeness of beautiful damsels ; which 
unexpected news constrained St. George to breathe from 
his sorrowful heart this woful lamentation : 

** Unconstant fortune,'* quoth he, "why dost thou 
entertain me with such bitter news ? Are my fellow - 
champions come from Christendom to win immortal 
honour with their swords, and lie they now bewitched 
with beauty 1 O shame and great dishonour to Christen- 
dom ! O spot to knighthood and true chivalry I This 
news is far more bitter to my soul, than was the poisoned 
dregs that Antipater gave to Alexander in his drunken- 
ness, and a deadlier pain unto my heart, than was that 
juice that Hannibal sucked from his fatal ring. Come, 
soldiers, come ; you followers of those cowardly cham- 
pions, unsheath your warlike weapons, and follow him 
whose soul hath vowed either to redeem them from the 
. necromancer's charms, or die with honour in that en- 
terprise. If ever mortal creatures warred with damned 
furies, and made a passage to enchanted dales, where 
devils dance, and warlike shadows in the night : then, 
soldiers, let us march unto that pavilion, and chain the 
cursed charmer to some blasted oak, that hath so highly 
dishonoured Christendom." 

These resolute speeches were no sooner finished, 
but the whole army, before daunted with fear, grew so 
courageous, that they protested to follow him through 
more dangers than did the Grecian knighU with noble 
Jason in the isle of Colchos. Now began the battle 
Bffaia to renew, and the drums to sound fatal knells for 
the pagan Moldien^ whose lOuU \\\q (i^ht^atia^a' swords 
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by Biimben fent to burning Acheron. But St George 
with hie tword made lanes of slaughtered men, and with 
his angry arm made a passage through the thickest of 
their troops, as though that death had been commander 
of the battle : he caused crowns and sceptres to swim in 
blood, and headless steeds with jointless men to fidi as 
fast before his sword» as drops of rain before thunder ; 
and ever in great danger he encouraged his soldiers in 
this manner: **Now, for the fame of Christendom, 
fight; captains, be now triumphant conquerors, or 
Christian martyrs." 

These words so encouraged the soldiers' hearts, that 
they neither feared the necromancer's charms, nor all 
the flaming dragons, nor fierce drakes, that filled the 
air with burning lights, nor daunted at the strange en- 
counters of hellish legions, that like to armed men with 
burning fiUehions haunted them. So fortunate were their 
proceedings, that they followed the invincible champion 
to the enchanted tent; whereas the other champions 
lay surfeiting in love, whilst thousands of their friends 
fought in coats of steel, and merited renown by their 
noble achievements ; for no sooner arrived St. George, 
with his warlike followers, before the pavilion, but he 
heard, as it were, the melody of the Muses ; likewise 
his ears were almost ravished with the sweet songs of 
the enchanted virgins : so pleasant and heavenly were 
the sights in the tent, and so delightful in his eyes, 
that he had been enchanted with their charms, if he 
had not continually borne the honour of knighthood 
in his thoughts, and that the dishonour would re- 
dound to Christendom's reproach; therefore with his 
•word he let drive at the tent, and cut it in a thou- 
sand pieces ; which being done, he apparently beheld 
where the necromancer sat upon a block of steel, 
feeding his spirits with drops of blood ; whom, when the 
champion beheld, he caused his soldiers to lay hold upon 
him, and after chained him fast to the root of an old 
blasted oak, from whence neither art, nor help of all his 
charms, nor all the legions of his devils, could ever after 
loose him, where we will leave him to liis lamentations, 
and speak how St. George redeemed the champions 
from their enchantments. 

Pint, when be beheld tbem dHTo\>ed. ol ^cvt ^vCSu^ 
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attire, their fiimitare hung up, and themselyes secretly 
aleeping upon the laps of ladies, he fell into these dis- 
contented speeches : 

•* O heaven,** said he, •* how my soul abhors this 
■peotacle! Champions of Christendom arise, brave 
knights stand up, 1 say, and look about lilce men. Are 
you the chosen captains of your countries, and will you 
bury all your honours up in ladies' laps ? For shame, 
arise, 1 aay ; they have the tears of crocodiles, the songs 
of syrens to enchant. To arms, brave knights ; let 
honour be your loves ; blush to behold your friends in 
arms, and blush to see your native countrymen steeping 
the fields of Mavors with their blood. Champions, 
arise, St Oeorge calls, the victory will tarry till you 
eome : arise, and tear the womanish attire, surfeit not 
in lUken robes ; put on your steely corselets, your glit- 
ttring burgonets, and uusheath your conquering wea- 
pon!, that Mavors field may be converted into a purple 
oeean.*' 

These herolcal speeches were no sooner finished, 
but the champions, like men amazed, rose from their 
ladies* bosoms, and being ashamed of their follies, they 
submissively craved pardon, and vowed by protestations 
never to sleep in beds of down, nor ever unbuckle their 
shields from their weary arms, till they had won their 
credits in the field again, nor ever would be counted his 
deserved followers, till their triumphs were enrolled 
amongst the deeds of martial knights. So, arming 
themselves with approved corselets, and taking their 
trusty swords, they accompanied St. George to the 
thickest of their enemies, and left the necromancer 
chained to the tree, who at their departure breathed 
forth these bitter curses : 

*' Let hell's horror, and tormenting pains,** quoth he, 
" be their eternal punishment ; let fiaming fire descend 
the elements, and consume them in their warlike 
triumphs, and let their ways be strewed with venomous 
thorns, that all their legs may rankle to the knees, 
before they march to their native country. But why 
exclaim I thus in vain, when heaven itself preserves 
their happiness ? Now all my magic charms are ended, 
and all my spirits forsaken me in my need, and here 
^mlfnit ebiined up to itaiTt and di«. Ua^i^W^.d 
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power to rend tlie rale of earth, and shake the mighty 
mountains with my charms 7 Hare I had power to raise 
up dead men's shapes from kindly tombs, and can I not 
unchain myself from this accursed tree 7 O no, for I am 
fettered up by the immortal power of the Christian's 
Ood : against whom because I did rebel, I am now con- 
demned to ererlasting fire. Come all ye necromancers 
in the world, eome all ye sorcerers and charmers, come 
all you scholars from the learned universities, come all 
you witches, beldames, and fortune-tellers, and all that 
practise derilish arts, come take example by -the story 
of my eyes." 

This being said, he violently, with his own hands, 
tore his hair Arom his head, as a sufficient revenge, be- 
cause by the direction of their vrills, he was first trained 
in that damned art. Then betwixt his teeth he bit in 
two his loathsome tongue, because it muttered forth so 
many charms : then into his thirsty bowels he thrust 
his hands because they had so often held the silver 
wand, wherewith he had made his charmed circles : and 
for every letter, mark, and character that belonged to 
his conjuration, he inflicted a several torment upon 
himself: and at last, with sightless eyes, speechless 
tongue, handless arms, and dismembered body, he was 
forced to give up his condemned ghost ; where, after 
his air of life was vanished from his earthly trunk, the 
heavens seemed to smile at his sudden fall, and hell be- 
gan to roar at the conquest of his death ; the ground 
whereon he died, was ever after that time unfortunate 
and to this present time it is called, in that country, 
*' a vale of walking spirits." 

Thus have you heard the damnable life and miserable 
fall of this accursed necromancer Osmond, whom we 
will now leave to the punishments due to such a wicked 
oflTender, and speak of the seven noble magnanimous 
Christian champions. 

After St. George had ended these enchantments, they 
never sheathed up their swords, nor unlocked their 
armour, till the subversion of Persia was accom- 
plished, and the soldan, with his petty kings, was taken 
prisoner. Seven days the battle continued without 
ceasing; they slew two hundred thousand so\dl«x:*\ 
besi<]«« « Dumber that fled away and diown^^ ^^m« 
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■elres ; tome cast themselves headlong down from the 
top of high trees ; some made slaughter of themselves 
Mid yielded to the mercy of the Christians ; hut the 
■oldan, with his princes, riding in their iron chariots, 
endured the Christians' encounters, till the whole army 
was discomfited, and then hy force and violence they 
were compelled to yield. The soldan happened into the 
hands of St. George, and six viceroys to the other six 
ehampions : where, after they had sworn allegiance to 
the Christian knights, and had promised to forsake their 
Mohammed, they were not only set at liherty, hut used 
most honourahly ; hut the soldan himself, having a 
heart fraught with despite and tyranny, contemned the 
champions' courtesies, and utterly disdained their 
Christian governments, protesting that the heavens 
should first lose their wonted brightness, and the seas 
forsake their swelling tides, before his heart should yield 
to their intended desires ; whereupon St. George, being 
resolved to revenge his injuries, commanded that the 
•oldan should be disrobed from idl his princely attire, 
and in base apparel sent to prison, even to the dungeon 
where he himself had endured so long imprisonment, 
as you heard in the beginning of this history ; which 
strict commandment was presently performed : in which 
dungeon the soldan had not long continued, sufficing 
his hungry stomach with the bread of musty bran, and 
stanching his thirst with channel-water, but he began 
to grow desperate and weary of his life, and at length 
ran his head against a marble pillar standing in the middle 
of the dungeon, and dashed out his brains ; the news of 
whose death, when it came to the champions' ears, they 
ofiiered no violence to his lifeless body, but entombed 
him in a sumptuous sepulchre; and after that, St. 
George took upon him the government of Persia, and 
there established good and Christian laws ; also he gave 
to the other six champions six several kingdoms belong- 
ing to the crown of Persia, and surnamed them six vice- 
roys, or petty kings. This being done, he took truce 
with the world, and triumphantly marched towards 
Christendom with the conquest of three imperial dia- 
dems, that is to say, of Egypt, Persia, and Morocco ; 
la which journey he erected many stately monuments 
'«; r^n)pnfhrfMce of his yictoxles w\A \\eTCi\c«\ vxhv^vc- 
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mentf ; and through every country that they marched, 
there flocked to them an innumerahle company of 
pagans, that desired to follow him into Christendom, 
and to he christened in their faith ; protesting to forsake 
their gods, whose worshippers were none hut tyrants, 
and such as delighted in nothing but shedding of blood : 
to whose requests St. George presently condescended, not 
only in granting them their desires, but also in honour- 
ing them with the favour of his princely countenance. 

In this princely manner marched St. George with his 
warlike troops through the territories of Africa and 
Asia. But when the Christian champions approached 
the watery world, and began to go on board their ships, 
the earth seemed to mourn at their farewells, and the 
seas to rejoice at their presence ; the waves couched as 
smooth as crystal ice. and the Winds blew such gentle 
gales, as though the sea-gods had been the directors of 
their fleet. 

Thus in great pleasure they passed the time away 
committing their fortunes to the mercy of the winds and 
the waters, who did so favourably serve them, that in 
a short time they arrived upon the banks of Christen- 
dom ; where, being no sooner come on shore, and past 
the dangers of the seas, but St. George, in presence of 
thousands of his followers, kneeled down on the ground, 
and gave God praise for his happy arrival. After which 
he gave command that the army should be discharged, 
and every one rewarded according to his desert ; which 
within seven weeks was performed, to the honour of 
Christendom. 

After this, St. George earnestly requested the other 
six champions, that they would honour him with their 
presence home to his country of England, and there 
receive the comfort of joyful ease, after the bloody en- 
counters of so many dangerous battles. This motion 
of St. George not only obtained their consents, but added 
a forwardness to their willing minds ; so incontinently 
they set forward towards England, upon whose chalky 
cliffs they in a short time arrived ; and after this, took 
their journey towards the city of London, where their 
entertainments were so honourably performed, that I 
want the eloquence of Cicero, and the rhetoric of Qf^- 
liope, to descrjl)o i^ 
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Thni, gentle reader, hast thou heard the first of the 
princely achievements, noble adventures, and honour- 
able lives of these renowned and worthy champions. 
The second part relates the noble achievements and 
■trange fortunes of St. George's three sons ; the loves 
of many gallant ladies ; the combats and tournaments, 
of many valiant knights, and tragedies of mighty poten- 
tates. Likewise the rest of the noble adventures of the 
renowned Seven Champions ; also the manner and place 
of their honourable deaths, and how they came to be 
called the Seven Saints of Christendom. 




SEVEN CHAMPIONS 



CHRISTENDOM. 



PART II. 



CHAPTER I. 



AftSr St. George, with the other six champions of 
Christendom, had brought into subjection all the eastern 
parts, as you heard in the former part of the history, 
they returned to England, where in the famous city of 
London they sojourned, a place nut only beautified with 
sumptuous buildings, but graced with a number of 
yaliaut knights, and gallant gentlemen. 

Here the Christian champions laid their arms aside, 
here hung they up their weapons on the bower of peace, 
here their glittering corselets rusted in their armouries, 
here was not heard the warlike sound of drums nor siirer 
trumpets, here stood no sentinels nor courts of guard, 
nor barbed steeds prepared to the battle, but all things 
tended to a lasting peace. 

But at last, St. George's three sons, Guy, Alexander, 
and David, being all three born at one birth, as you 
heard before, in the wilderness, and sent into three 
several kingdoms by their careful father to be trained 
up ; being grown to some ripeness of age, they desired 
much to visit their parents whom they had not seen 
from their infancies 

This request so pleased their tutors, that they fur- 
nished them with a stately train of knights, and sent 
them honourably into England, -where they ftrtbred oil 
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three at one time in the famous city of London, where 
their entertainments were most princely, and their wel- 
come 80 honourable, that 1 want art to describe, and 
memory to express. 

I omit what sumptuous pageants and delightful shows 
the cituEens provided, and how the streets of London 
were beautified with tapestry, the solemn bells that rung 
them joyful welcomes, and the silver-strained instru- 
ments that gave them pleasant entertainment. Also I 
pass over the father's joy, who prized their sights, more 
precious in his eyes than if he had been made sole mo- 
narch of the golden mines of rich America. Also their 
mother's welcomes to her sons, who gave them more 
kisses than she breathed forth groans at their deliveries 
from her painful womb in the wilderness. 

The other champions courtesies were not of the least, 
nor of the smallest in account, to these three young 
gentlemen : but to be short, St. George in his own per- 
son conducted them unto their lodgings, where they 
spent that day and the night following in royal banquet- 
ing amongst their princely friends. 

But no sooner appeared the morning sun upon the 
mountain-tops, and the clear countenance of the ele- 
ments made mention of some ensuing pastime, but St. 
George commanded a solemn hunting for the welcome 
of his sons. 

Then began his knights to arm themselves in troops, 
and to mount upon their jennets ; and some, with well- 
armed boar-spears in their hands, prepared for the game 
on foot; but St. George, with his sons clad in green 
vestments, Ike Adonis, with silver horns hanging at 
their backs, in scarfs of coloured silk, were still the 
foremost in this exercise. Likevrise Sabra, intending 
to see her sons* valour displayed in the field, whether 
they were in courage like their father or no, caused a 
gentle palfrey to be provided, whereon she mounted, to 
be witness of these sylvan sports ; she was armed with 
a curious breast-plate, wrought like to the scales of a 
dolphin, and in her hand she bore a silver bow of the 
Turkish fashion, like an Amazonian queen, or Diana 
hunting in the groves of Arcadia. 

Thus, in this gallant manner, rode forth these hunters 
^o their princely paitimes, where, attcT ihe^ had tidden 



aboat six miles from the city of London, there fell ftrom 
St Oeorge*8 nose three drops of blood ; whereat he sud- 
denly started, and therewithal he heard the croaking of 
a flight of night ra.vens, that hovered by the foregt side, 
all which he judged to be dismal signs of some ebsuing 
tragedy ; but having a princely mind, he was nothing 
discouraged thereat, nor little mistrusted the woful ac- 
cident that after happened, but with a noble resolution 
entered the forest ; accounting such foretelling tokens 
for old wives' ceremonies, wherein they had not passed 
the compass of half a mile, but they started a swift stag, 
at whom they uncoupled their hounds, and gave bridle 
to their horses : but now behold how frowning fortune 
changed their pleasant pastime to a sad and bloody 
tragedy ; for Sabra, proffering to keep pace with them, 
delighting to behold the valiant encounters of her young 
sons, and being careless of herself, through the over- 
swiftness of her steed, she slipped beside her saddle, 
and so fell directly upon a thorny brake of brambles, 
the pricks whereof (more sharp than spikes of iron) 
entered in every part of her delicate body. And when 
she perceived that she must of force commit herself to 
the fury of imperious death, she breathed forth this 
dying exhortation : 

"Dear lord," said she, "in this unhappy hunting 
must you lose the truest wife that ever lay by any 
prince's side ; yet mourn not you, nor giieve you, my 
sons, nor you brave Christian knights; but let your 
warlike drums convey me royally to my tomb, that all 
the world may write in brazen books how I have fol- 
lowed my lord through many a bloody field, and for his 
sake have left my parents, friends, and country: but 
now the cruel Fates have wrought their last spite, and 
finished my life, because I am not able to perform what 
love he hath deserved of me. And now to you my sons 
this blessing do I leave behind : even by the pains that 
forty weeks I once endured for your sakes, whenas you 
lay inclosed in my womb, and by a mother's love that 
ever since I have borne you, imitate and follow your 
father in all his honourable attempts ; harm not the silly 
infant nor the helpless widow; defend the honour of 
distressed ladies, and give freely unto wounded soldiers 
and adyentuze evermore to redeem tiuft Vo^i^s^XA ttm& 
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eaptirity ; lire erermore professed enemies to paganlstn, 
and spend your lives in the quarrel and defence of Christ, 
that babes, as yet unborn, in time to come may speak 
of you, and record you in the books of Fame to be true 
Christian champions. This is my blessing, and this is 
the testament I leave behind ; for now I feel the chill- 
ness of pale death closing the closets of mine eyes. 
Farewell, vain world ; dear lord, farewell ; sweet sons, 
you famous followers of my George, and all true Chrb- 
tian knights, adieu." 

These words were no sooner ended, but with a heavy 
sigh she yielded up the ghost : whereat St. George fell 
upon her lifeless body, tearing his hair, and rending his 
hunter's attire from his back into many pieces. 

His sons likewise, whose sorrows were as great as his, 
protested never to neglect one day, but daily to weep 
some tears upon their mother's grave, till from the earth 
did spring some mournful flower, to bear remembrance 
of her death, as did the violet that sprung from chaste 
Adonis's blood, where Venus wept to see him slain. 
Likewise the other six champions began now a little to 
recover themselves, and after protested, by the honour 
of true knighthood, to accompany St. George unto the 
Holy Land bare-footed, without either hose or shoe, 
only clad in russet gaberdines, like the usual pilgrims of 
the world, and never to return till they had paid their 
vows at that blessed sepulchre. 

Thus in this sorrowful manner wearied they the time 
away, filling the wood with echoes of their lamentations, 
and recording their dolours to the whistling winds ; but 
at last, when black night began to approach, and with 
her sable mantle to overspread the crystal firmament, 
they retired with her dead body back to the city of Lon- 
don, where the report of this tragical accident drowned 
their friends in a sea of sorrow ; for the news of her un- 
timely death was no sooner bruited abroad, but the same 
caused both old and young to lament the loss of so sweet 
a lady. 

This general grief of the citizens continued for the 

space of thirty days ; at the end whereof, St. George, 

with his sons and the other champions, interred her 

body Vifr/ bonouTibljt and erected over the same a rich 

^d eostijr monument, (in lumpluo^ %\A.\ft» UIm tb» 
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tomb of Blaasolus, wliich was called one of the wonders 
of the world;) for thereon was pourtrayed the queen of 
eliastity with her maidens, bathmg themselves in a 
crystal fonntain, as a witness of her wondrous chastity^ 
■gainst the assailments of all lascivious attempts. 

Thereon was also lively pictured a turtle-dove sitting 
upon airee of gold, in sign of true love that she bore to 
her betrothed husband. 

Her stature or picture was carved cunningly in ala- 
baster, and laid as it were upon a pillow of green silk» 
like to Pygmalion's ivory image ; and directly over the 
same hung a silver tablet, whereon, in letters of gold» 
was this epitaph written : 

Here lies the wonder of this worldly af^e, 
For beautx* wit, aud princely majesty, 
AVhom spiteful death, in his imperious rage. 
Procured to fall through cursed cruelty : 
For as she sported in a fragrant wood. 
Upon a thorny brake she spilt her blood. 

Let ladies fair, and princes of great might. 

With silver pearled tears bedew this tomb ; 
Accuse the fatal sisters of despite, 
For blasting thus the pride of nature's bloom : 
For here she sleeps within this earthly grave, 
"Whose v^rth deserves a golden tomb to have. 
Seven years she kept her pure virginity. 

In absence of her true betrothed knight. 
When many did pursue her chastity. 
Whilst he remained in prison day and night; 
But yet we see that things of purest prize. 
Forsake the earth to dwell above the skies. 

Ladies, come mourn with doleful melody, 

And make this monument your settled bower ; 
Here shed your brackish tears eternally. 
Lament both year, month, week, day, hour: 
For here she rests whose like can ne'er be found. 
Here beauty's pride lies buried in the ground. 

Her wounded heart that yet doth freshly bleed. 

Math caused seven knights a journey for to take 
To fair Jerusalem, in pilgrims we«ds. 
The fury of her angry ghost to slake ; 
Because their sylvan sport was cliiefest guilt, 
And only cause her blood was timeless spilt. 

Thus, after the tomb was erected, and all things per* 
formed according to St. George's direction, he left his 
sons in the city of London, under the government of 
the English king ; and, in company of the other avs. 
champions, he took his journey towards 3eiu)«\«\a. 
u 
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The^ wete attited aftet the manner of pUgrims, ill 
ttisset gatyetdines down to their feet; in their hands 
they bore staves of ebon*wood, tipt at the ends with 
silyer, the pikes whereof were of the strongest Lydian 
steel, of such a sharpness, that they were able to pierce 
a target of tortoisesliell ; upon their breasts hung crosses 
of crimson silk, to signify they were Christian pUgrims, 
travelling to the sepulchre of Christ. 

In this manner set they forward from England in the 
spring time of the year, when Flora had beautified the 
earth with nature's tapestry, and made their passages 
as pleasant as the gardens of Hesperides, adorned with 
all kind of odoriferous flowers. iVhen as they crossed 
the seas, the silver waves seemed to lie as smooth as 
crystal ice, and the dolphins to dance above the waters 
as a sign of a prosperous journey. In travelling by 
land, the ways seemed so short and easy, and the chirp- 
ing melody of birds made them such music as they 
passed, that in a short season they arrived beyond the 
borders of Christendom, and had entered the confines 
of Africa. 

But many were the dangers that happened to them is 
their journey before they arrived in Judea, princely 
their achievements, and most honourable their adven- 
tures; which for this time I pass over, leaving the 
champions for a time in their travel towards the sepul- 
chre of Christ, and speak what happened to St. Oeorgeli 
three sons, in visiting their mother's tomb in the city 
of Loudon. 



CHAPTER II. 

Tbb swift-footed steeds of Titan's fiery car had almost 
finished a year since Sabra's funeral was solemnised ; 
in which time St. George's three sons had visited their 
mother's tomb oftener than there were days in the year, 
and had shed more sorrowful tears thereon than are 
stars in the glittering horizon ; but at last these three 
yovng princes fell at a civil discord and mortal strife, 
which of them should bear the truest love to their 
mother *§ dead body, and ^rhlcYi ol Vh«miYvoM\4\M^eld 
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In KTMtMt tstoem : for b«fore many dayi were expired, 
tiMy concluded to offer up their several derotions at her 
tomb; and he that devised a gift of the rarest price, 
aAd of the strangest quality, should be held worthy of 
fht greatest honour, and accounted the noblest of them 

an. 

The first, thinking to exceed his brothers in th« 
strangeness of his gift, repaired unto a cunning enohan- 
tiess, who abode in a secret cave adjoining to the city, 
whom he procured (through many rich gifts and large 
promises) by art to devise a means to get the honour 
from his brethren, and to give a gift of ^at strange na« 
tmn, that all the world might wonder at the report 
ihereot 

The enchantress (being won with his promises) by 
nt and magic spells devised a garland containing all the 
diversity of flowers that ever grew in earthly gardens ; 
aBd though it were then in the dead time of the winter, 
iHten as the silver icicles had disrobed both herbs and 
flowers of their beauties, and the snow lay freezing on 
the mountain tops, yet was this garland contrived after 
the fashion of a rich imperial crown, with as many 
several flowers as ever Flora placed upon the downs of 
rich Arcadia ; in diversity of colours like the glittering 
rainbow, when it shineth in greatest pride, and casting 
such an odoriferous scent and savour, as though the 
heavens had rained down showers of campliire, bis, or 
sveet-smelling ambergris. 

This rare and exceeding garland was no sooner framed 
by enchantment, and delivered into his hands, but he 
left the enchantress sitting in her ebon chair, and upon 
a block of steel, practising her fatal arts, with her hair 
hanging about her shoulders like wreaths of snakes, or 
envenomed serpents ; and so returned to his mother's 
tomb, where he hung it upon a pillar of silver that was 
placed in the middle of the monument. 

The second brother also repaired to his mother's 
tomb, and brought in his hand an ivory lute, whereon 
he played such inspiring melody, that it seemed like 
the harmony of angels, or the celestial music of Apollo« 
when he descended heaven for the love of Daphne, 
whom he turned into a bay-tree; the musl^ b^vniib 
^aUbcd, he tied tie lute ia a damuk mve!* ixi^K\2Ctt 
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gKftt hmnflity he hang it at the -vest end of the tomb, 
upon a knob of a jasper-stone. 

Lastly, the third brother likewise repaired with no 
outward derotion or worldly gift ; but clad in a vesture 
of white silk, bearing in his hand an instrument of 
death, like an innocent lamb going to sacrifice, or one 
ready to be offered up for the love of his mother's soul. 

Thii strange manner of repair caused his other bro- 
thers to stand attentirely, and with diligent eyes to be- 
hold his purpose. 

First, after he had (submissirely, and with great hu- 
mility) let fill a shower of silver tears from the cisterns 
of his eyes, in remembrance of his mother's timeless 
tragedy, he pricked his naked breast with a silver 
bodkin, which he brought in his hand, from whence 
there trickled down about thirty drops of blood, which 
he after offered to his mother's tomb in a silver basin, 
as an evident sign that there could be nothing mure 
dear, nor of more precious price, than to offer up his 
own blood for her lore. This ceremonious gift caused 
his two other brothers to swell in hatred like to chafed 
lions, and run with liiry upon him, intending to catch 
him by the hair of the head, and drag him round about 
their mother's tomb, till his brains were dashed against 
the marble pavement, and his blood sprinkled upon her 
grave ; but this wicked enterprise moved the majesty 
of heaven, that ere they could accomplish their intents, 
or stain their hands with his blood, they heard (as it 
were) the noise of dead men's bones rattling in the 
ground, whereupon looking fearfully about them, the 
tomb seemed of itself to open, and thereupon to appear 
a most terrible ghastly shape, pale like unto ashes, in 
countenance resembling their mother, with her breast 
besmeared in blood, and her body wounded with a 
number of scars ; and so with a dismal and rueful look, 
she spake unto her desperate sons in this manner : 

"Oh you degenerate from nature's kind! "Why do 
you seek to make a murder of yourselves 1 Can you 
endure to see my body rent in twain, my heart split 
asunder, and my womb dismembered ? Abate this fury ; 
stain not your hands with your own blood, nor make my 
/oab M spectacle of more death. Unite yourselves in 
eoaeord, tbtttmy discontented toulinvs %\e«^Vok'^MM»^ 
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aa^miTtr more be troobted with your anbridted ba^ 
BioiiTf. Make baste, I say, arm younelrea in eteel 
coxieletSt and follow your raliant fiiuher to Jerusalem. 
|^.is. tbere in danger and distress of life; away, I say, 
4H( fUe my angry ghost shall never leave this world* 
Imthant you up and down with ghastly Tisions." 

ZHiif bdng said, she ranisbedj from their sight Into 
Ihft brittle air ; whereat for a time they stood amaied, 
and almost bcareft of wits, through the terrors of her 
words ; but at last recovering their former senses, they 
all rowed a continual unity, and never to proffer the 
Uke iignry again, but to live in brotherly concord till 
the dissolution of their earthly bodies. 
. 00 in baste they went unto the king, and certified 
bbia of all things that had happened •, and (ailing upon 
IMr knees before his majesty, requested at bis hands 
fh» honour of knighthood, with leave to depart in pur- 
tnit of their father and the other champions, that were 
lidlea into great distress. 

.The king, purposing to accomplish their desires, and 
to iolfil their requests, presently condescended, and not 
cmly gave them the honour of knighthood, but furnished 
i with rich habiliments of war, answerable to their 
lanimous minds : first, he frankly bestowed upon 
i three sUtely palfreys, bred upon the bright moun. 
taint ol Sardinia, in colour of an iron-grey, beautified 
with silver hairs, and in pace swifter than Spanish jen- 
nets ; for boldness and courage Uke to Bucephalus, the 
borse of Alexander the Macedonian, or Cesar's steed, 
ibtkt never daunted in the field ; and they were trapped 
with rich trappings of gold, after the Morocco fashion, 
with saddles framed like unto iron chairs, with backs of 
steel, and their foreheads were beautified with spangled 
phuaes of purple feathers, whereon hung many golden 
pendants. The king likewise bestowed upon them three 
eostly swords, wrought of purest Lydian steel, with 
lanees bound about with plates of brass ; at the tops 
whereof hung silken streamers, beautified with the 
English cross, being the crimson badge of knighthood 
and honour of adventurous champions. Thus, in this 
royal manner, rode these three young knights flrom the 
eii^ of Londom, in company of the king, wUb. % Ut&Sk 
ci kaigbt§ Mttd faliant goatleoien. ^\io eoxi^^t\A^^dBi»«Ok 
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to tha iM side, where they left the young knights to 
tiieir future fortunes, and returned back to the English 
court. 

Now are St. George's sons floating upon the seas, 
VMkiBg their first adTentures in the world, that after 
ages might applaud their achieTements, and enrol their 
iiunes in the records of honour. Fate, prosper them 
jueeessf ttUy ; and, gentle Fortune, smile upon their 
iniTck ; for three brarer knights did never cross the 
^eas, nor nake their adventures into strange countries. 



CHAPTER III. 

Many days had not these three magnanimous knights 
endured the danger of the swelling waves, but with a 
prosperous and successful wind they arrived upon the 
territories of France ; where, being no sooner safely 
set on shore, but they bountifully rewarded their mari- 
aers, and betook themselves fully to their intended 
travels. 

They then journeyed to the farther part of the kingdom 
of France, guided only by the direction of Fortune, with- 
out any adventure worth the noting, till at last, riding 
through a mighty forest standing on the borders of Lusi- 
tania, they heard (afar off, as it were) the rueful cries 
of a distressed woman ; which in this manner filled the 
air with echoes of her moans : 

"O Heavens?" said she, •* be kind and pitiful unto 
a maiden in distress, and send some happy passengers 
that may deliver me from these inhuman monsters." 

This woful and unexpected noise caused the knights 
to alight from their horses, and to see the event of this 
accident : so after they had tied their steeds to the body 
of a pine-tree, by the reins of their bridles, they walked 
on foot into the thickest of the forest, with their wea- 
pons drawn, ready to withstand any assailment whatso- 
ever; and, as they drew near to the distressed virgin, 
they heard her breathing pitiful moving lamentations. 

These cries caused them to make the more speed, 
Mnd to run the nearest way for the maiden's succour. 
Where, MpproacMug her pTetmice,t^Yt)^»oid.\«i>JA4 
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%j Am loekf of her own hair to the trank of tn ortnge 
IMO, and three cruel and inhuman negroea atanding 
nady to despoil her. 

Bnt when St. George's aona beheld her lovely coun* 
iMaaee besmeared in dust, that before seemed to be as 
b aan t i fa l as roses in milk, and her crystal eyes embrewed 
ia floods of tears, at one instant they ran upon the ne- 
froea* and sheathed their angry weapons in their loath- 
■ome bowels; the lechers being slain, their blood 
iprinkled about the forest, and their bodies cast out as 
a prey fbr rarenous beasts to feed on, they unbound the 
SMiden, and, like courteous knights, demanded the 
eanse of her captivity, and by what means she came 
faito that solitary forest. 

" Most noble knights,*' quoth she, *' and true re- 
Mwued men at arms, to tell the cause of my past 
misery were a trouble unto my soul, for the discourse 
HKKot will burst my heart with grief ; but considering 
your nobilities, the which I do perceive by your princely 
behaviour and kind courtesies extended towards me, 
being a virgin in distress, under the hands of these 
negroes, whom you have justly murdered, shall so much 
embolden me, though unto my heart's grief, to discourse 
Hm first cause of my miserable fortune. 

•• My father," quoth she, *• whilst gentle fortune 
flmiled upon him, was duke and sole commander of the 
ftate of Normandy, a country now situated in the king- 
dom of France, whose lands and revenues in his pros- 
perity were so great, that he continually kept as stately 
a trdln, both of knights and gentlemen, as any prince 
fai Bnrope ; wherefore the king of France greatly envied, 
and by bloody wars deposed my father from his princely 
dignity, who, for safeguard of his life, in company 
of me his only heir and daughter, betook us to these 
iolitary woods, where ever since we have secretly re- 
mained in a poor cell or hermitage, which by our indus- 
trious pains hath been built with plants of vines and 
oaken boughs, and covered over head with clods of 
earth, and turfs of grass. Seven years we have con- 
tinued in great extremities, sustaining our hunger with 
the fruits of trees, and quenching of our thirst with 
the dew of heaven, falling nightly upou tt«^«xv\ ^w* 
nv; and here, instead of prinpeVy ativc«, «\I^<;^ji«n^ 
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gamenti, and daniaskTestures, we have been constrain- 
ed to clothe ourselves with flowers, which we have skil* 
liiUy woven up together : thus in this manner continued 
we in this solitary wilderness, making both birds and 
beasts our chief companions* These merciless tawny 
Moors, who, as you see, came into our cell, thinking to 
have, found some store of treasure ; but casting their 
f aiing eyes upon my beauty, they were presently en« 
ehanted with lustful desires : then with furious and dis^ 
mal countenances, and with hearts more cruel than was 
Nero*s. the tyrannous Roman emperor, when he beheld 
the entrails of his natural mother laid open by his in- 
human and merciless commandment, or when he stood 
upon the highest top of a mighty mountain, to see that 
famous and imperial Rome set on fire, by the remorse- 
less hands of his unrelenting ministers, that added un- 
hallowed ^mes to his unholy furies. In this kind, I 
jay, these merciless and wicked minded negroes with 
riolent hands took my aged father, and most cruelly 
bound him to the blasted body of a withered oak, stand- 
ing before the entry of his cell ; where neither the re- 
verend honour of his silver hairs, glittering like the 
frozen icicles upon the northern mountains, nor the 
strained sighs of his breast, wherein the pledge of wis- 
dom was enthroned, nor all my tears of exclamation 
could any whit abate their cruelties ; but (grim dogs of 
Barbary) they left my father fast bound unto the tree, 
and like egregious vipers took me by the trammels of 
my golden hair, dragging me like a silly lamb unto this 
slaughtering place. Being used thus, I made my humble 
supplication to the Highest Majesty, to be revenged upon 
their cruelties : I reported to them the rewards of bloody 
ravishments ; yet neither the fears of heaven, nor the 
terrible threats of hell, could mollify their bloody minds ; 
but they protested to persevere in that wickedness, and 
vowed, that if all the leaves of the trees, that grew 
within the wood, were turned into Indian pearls, yet 
should they not redeem me from the stain of their in* 
satiable and lustful desires.'* 

This tragica: tale was no sooner ended, but the three 

knights embraced the sorrowful maiden betwixt their 

wms, and earnestly requested her to conduct them unto 

tie place when »h6 left her M^i \>oun^ >0Ato \\v% 
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l.o«k; to which the willingly eonsenied, and 
thaaked them hij^hly for their kindness ; but before they 
a^roMhed to the old man's presence, what for the 
pief- of his banishment, and Tiolent usage of his 
daughter, he was forced to yield up his miserable life to 
the mercy of unaToidable death. 

When St. George's valiant sons, in company of this 
aonrowful maiden, came to the tree, and, contrary to 
thdr expectations, found her father cold and stiff, void 
of sense and feeling ; also his hands and face covered 
with <green moss, which they supposed to be done by 
the robin red-breast, and other little birds, who do use 
aatarally to cover the bare parts of any body that they 
find dead in the field, they all fell into a new confused 
•xftremity of grief; but especially his daughter, having 
Ismt aU joy and comfort in this world, made both heaven 
and earth resound with her exceeding lamentati<ms. 
Thus when the three young knights perceived the com- 
fortless sorrow of the virgin, and how she had vowed 
never to depart from those solitary groves, but to spend 
the remnant of her days in company of her father's 
dead body, they courteously assisted her to bury him 
under a chestnut-tree ; where they left her behind them 
bathing his grave with her tears, and returned back to 
their horses, where they left them at the entry of the 
forest tied to a lofty pine, and so departed on their 
journey : where we will leave them for a time, and 
speak of the Seven Champions of Christendom, that 
were gone on pilgrimage to the city of Jerusalem, and 
what strange adventures happened to them in their 
travel. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Lbt us now speak of the favourable clemency that 
smiling Fortune showed to the Christian champions in 
their travels to Jerusalem ; for after they were departed 
from England, and had journeyed in their pilgrim's attire 
through many strange countries, at last they arrived 
upon the confines of Damasco, whic^ia a^ uvxaVrs'UQK 
onJjr hewtiAed with somptttout 0QtUy'V>^<Q2axfis VnsaaA^ 
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hf flie euiioiu urebiteeture of man'f device, bat ftlso 
ftunished vitb all the precious gifts that natare in ber 
fveatcst liberality could bestow. 

In tbU firuitful dominion long time the Christian 
•hamploxis rested their weary steps, and made their 
■bode in the house of a rich and courteous Jew, a man 
that spent bis wealth chiefly for the succour and comfort 
of traTellers and wandering pilgrims ; his house was not 
emiously erected up of carved timber work, but framed 
with quarries of blue stones, and supported with many 
Stately pillars of the purest marble. The gates and 
•ntry of his house were continually kept open, in sign 
of his bountiful mind ; oret the portal thereof did hang 
a brasen table, whereon was most curiously engraven 
tiie picture of Geres, the goddess of plenty, decked 
with garlands of wheat, wreaths of olives, bunches of 
▼ines, and with all manner of fruitful things ; the 
tibamber wherein these champions took their nightly 
reposes and golden sleep was garnished with as many 
windows of crystal glass as there were days in the 
year, and the walls painted with as many stories as 
were years since the world's creation. It was likewise 
built four square, after the manner of pyramids in 
Oreece ; on the north side were painted high mountains 
of snow, whose tops seemed to reach the clouds, and 
mighty woods overhung with silver icicles, which is the 
nature of the northern climate. Lastly, upon the west 
tide of the chamber sat the god of the seas, riding 
upon a dolphin's back, a troop of mermaids following 
him, with their golden trammels floating upon the silver 
waves. Thus in this chamber rested these weary cham- 
pions a long season, where their food was not delicious, 
but wholesome, and their services not curious, but 
comely. The courteous Jew, their friendly host, whom 
nature had honoured with seven comely sons, daily 
kept them company, and not only showed them the 
curiosities of his habitation, but also described the 
pleasant situation of his country. 

Some days were spent in this manner, to the exceed- 
ing great pleasure of the Christian knights ; and when 
the dark night approached, and the wonted time of 
sleep tummoned them to their silent and quiet rests, 
tlie Jew'§ ebildren, being WTen «a \>t«>^« vadk %^\aftV| 



OF CRRISTINDOM. IJl 

'iMyf ti ever dame Nature framed, fined the seven 
^wmpioin* ears with such sweet and delicate melodies, 
fently strained from their ivory lutes, that not Arion, 
niien all the art of sweet music consented with his tune, 
Toice, and hand, when he won favour of the dolphin, 
iMiof forsaken of men, was comparable thereto ; where- 
by the Christians were enchanted with such delights, 
tiiat their sleeps seemed to be as pleasant as were the 
vweet joys of Elysium. But upon a time, after the 
courteous Jew had intelligence how they were Christian 
knights, and such admired martial champions, whom 
Fame had canonized to be the wonders of the world for 
martial discipline and knightly adventures : and find- 
ing a fit opportunity, as he walked in their companies, 
upon an evening, under an arbour of vine-branches, 
he revealed to them the secrets of his soul, and the 
cause of his so sad and solitary dwelling. So standing 
hare-headed in the middle of the champions, with his 
White hair hanging down to his shoulders, in colour like 
the silver swan, and softer than the down of thistles, or 
Median silk untwisted, he began, with a sober counte- 
nance and gallant demeanour, to speak as followeth : 

" I am sure," quoth he, " you invincible knights, that 
you marrel at my solitary course of living, and that you 
greatly muse wherefore I exempt myself from the com- 
pany of worldlings, except my seven sons, whose sights 
are my chief comfort, and the only prolongers of my life ; 
therefore prepare your ears to entertain the strangest 
discourse that ever tongue pronounced, or wearied old 
man in the height of his extremity delivered. I was. in 
my former years, whilst fortune smiled upon my happi- 
ness, the principal commander and chief owner of a cer- 
tain fountain, of such wonderful and precious virtue, 
that it was valued to be worth the kingdom of India : 
the water thereof was so strange in the operation, that 
in four-and- twenty hours it would convert any metal, 
as brass, copper, iron, lead, or tin, into rich refined gold ; 
the stony fiint into pure silver ; and any kind of earth 
into excellent metal. By the virtue thereof, I have made 
the leaves of trees a flourishing forest of riches, and the 
blades of grass valuable to the jewels that be found in 
the country of America. The vixtae t\i«;T«Ql Nt«& \0i 
iooaer noised thtougli the woTld, \)ui W qwumAw Ta«3Q^ 
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fgreign knighti to try the adventure ; and by force of 
•mu to bereave me of the honour of thU fountain. But 
at that time nature graced me with one^and-twenty 
•ons, whereof seven be yet living, and the only comfort 
of my age ; but the other fourteen, whom frowning for- 
tone hath bereaved me of, many a day by their valiant 
prowess and matchless fortitude, defended the fountain 
from many great and furious assailers ; for there was no 
koii^t in all the world that was found so hardy, or of 
f oeh invincible courage, that if they but once attempted 
to encounter with any of my raliant sons, they were 
either taken prisoners, or slafai in the combat The 
fame of their yalours, and the riches of the fountain, 
ran through many strange countries ; and lastly, came 
to the ears of a furious giant, dwelling upon the borders 
of Arabia ; who at the report thereof came, armed with his 
steely coat, with a mighty bar of iron on his neck, like 
to ftirious Hercules, that burst the brasen gates of Cer- 
berus, and bore the mighty mountain Atlas upon his 
shoulders ; he was the conqueror of my sons, and the 
flnt cause of my sudden downfal. But when 1 thus 
had intelligence of the overthrow of fourteen of my sons, 
and that he had made conquest of my wealthy fountain, 
I, with the rest of my children, thinking all hope of re- 
corery to be past, betook ourselves to this solitary 
eourse of life ; where ever since, in this mansion or her- 
mitage, we have made our abode and residence, spend- 
ing our wealth to the relief of travelling knights and 
wandering pilgrims, hoping once again that smiling for- 
tune would advance us to some better hap ; and, to be 
plain, right worthy champions, since then my hope was 
never at the height of full perfection till this present 
time, wherein your excellent presences almost assure me 
that the hideous monster shall be conquered, my foun- 
tain restored, and my sons' death (for dead sure they 
are) revenged." 

The champions with great admiration gave ear to the 
strange discourse of this reverend Jew, and intended, in 
requital of his extraordinary kindness, to undertake 
this adventure ; and the more to encourage the other, 
Bt, Oeorge began in this manner to utter his mind, 

tpeaking both to the Jew their IkOiti vul \dfk gallant 

fcUow-^bsunpiouM i 
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^ "f. hare not without great wonder, mott rererend and 
epurteooa old man, heard the itrange diacourse of thy 
ai^irahle fountain, and do not a little lament, that one 
oI'm kind and liberal a disposition should be dispossessed 
ojt.inch exceeding riches ; neither am 1 less sorry that 
80 inhuman a monster, and known enemy to all courtesy 
i^d kindness, should hare the fruition of so exceeding 
0reat treasure ; for to the wicked, wealth is the cause of 
their more wickedness. But that which most grieveth 
me is, that having had so many valiant knights to thy 
B9ns, they all were so unfortunate to fall into the hands 
of that relentless monster : but be comforted, kind old 
man, for I hope, by the power of my Maker, we were 
directed hither to punish that hateful giant ; revenge 
the injuries offered to thine age ; satisfy with his death 
the death of thy children, if they be dead ; and restore 
to thy bounteous possession that admirable rich fountain 
again. 

" And now to you, my valiant champions, I speak, 
that with me through many dangers have adventured ; 
let us courageously attempt this rare adventure, wherein 
such honour to our names, such happiness to our friends, 
such glory to God consists, in recovering right to the 
wronged, and punishing rightfully the wrongers of the 
oppressed; and that there be no contention among us, 
who shall begin this adventure, for I know all you thirst 
after honour, therefore let lots be made, and to whom- 
soever the chief lot falleth, let him be foremost in assail- 
ing the giant, and so good fortune be our guide.*' 

The champions, without more words disrobing them- 
lelves from their pilgrim's attire, every one selected forth 
an armour, fitting to their portly bodies, then ready in 
the Jew's house ; instead of their ebon staves tipt with 
silver, they wielded in their hands steeled blades ; and 
their feet, that had wont to endure a painful pilgrimage 
upon the bare ground, were now ready dressed to mount 
the lofty stirrup : but, as I said, they purposed not ge- 
nerally to assail the giant, but singly ; every one to try 
his own fortune, thereby to obtain the greater honour, 
and their deeds to merit the higher fame. Therefore the 
lots being cast among themselves, which should begin 
the adventure, the lot fell first to St. I)eti\a« \Vi« ^OqNa 
chMmphtt of France, who greiUy x^oloed. «X'VA&lsi>raM% 
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■nd f o departed for that night, to get things in readiness : 
bat the next morning, no sooner had the golden sun 
dbphijed his beauty in the east, but St. Denis arose 
from his sluggish bed, and attired himself in costly ar* 
moor, and mounted upon a steed of iron-grey, with a 
spangled plume of purple feathers on his burgonet; 
beset with stars of gold, resembling the azure firma- 
ment, beautified with glitterhig stars. "Where after he 
had taken leave of the other champions, and had de- 
manded of the Jew where the giant had his residence, 
he departed forward on his journey, and before the sun 
had mounted to the top of heaven, he approached the 
giant's presence, who as then sate upon a block of steel, 
directly before the golden fountain, satisfying his hunger 
with raw flesh, and quenching his thirst with the juice 
of ripe grapes. 

The first sight of this ugly and deformed proportion, 
almost daunted the valour of the French champion, that 
he stood in amaze, whether it were better to try the ad- 
Tenture, or return with dishonour back to his other 
fellow-knights ; but having a heart furnished with true 
magnanimity, he chose rather to die in the encounter, 
than to return with infamy : so committing his trust to 
the unconstant queen of chance, he spurred forth his 
horse, and assailed the giant so furiously, that the strokes 
of his sword sounded like a weighty blow hammered 
upon an anvil. But so smally regarded the giant the 
puissant force of this single knight, that he would scarce 
rise from the place where he sat ; but yet remembering 
a strange dream that a little before he had in his sleep, 
which revealed unto him bow that a knight would come 
from the northern climates of the earth, which should 
alone end the adventure of the fountain, and vanquish 
him by fortitude ; therefore, not minding to be taken at 
an advantage, he suddenly started up, and with a grim 
countenance he ran upon St. Denis, and took him, horse, 
armour, furniture, and all, under his arm, as lightly as a 
Strong man would take a sucking infant from his cradle, 
and bore him to a hollow rock of stone, bound about 
with bars of iron, standing near unto the fountain, in a 
valley betwixt two mighty mountains : in which prison 
he closed the French champion, amongst fourteen other 
kaighU, that were ions to the eo>iti^o>3A I^^^ as you 
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heftrd before diicoiined ; and being proud of tbat at- 
tempt, he returned to the block of steel t -where we will 
kave him sitting, glorying in hia own conceit, and speak 
of the other champions remaining in the Jew's house, 
tXpecting the French knight's fortunate return. But 
yrhea night had taken possession of the elements, and 
BO news was heard of the champion's success, they 
Judged presently that either he was slain in the adven- 
tore, or else discomfited and taken prisoner ; and there- 
fore they cast lots again, which of them the next morn- 
ing should try his fortune, and revenge the French 
knight's quarrel : so the lot fell to St. James, the noble 
champion of Spain, whereat his princely heart rejoiced 
more than if he had been made king of the western 
world. So, in like manner, on the next morning by 
break of day, he attired himself in rich and costly armour 
like the other champion, and mounted upon a Spanish 
gennet, in pace most swift and speedy, and in portly 
state like to Bucephalus, the proud steed of Macedonian 
Alexander ; his caparison was in colour like to the waves 
of the sea ; his burgonet was beautified with a spangled 
plume of sable feathers, and upon his breast he bore the 
anns of Spain. Thus in this gallant manner departed 
he from the Jew's habitation, leaving the other cham- 
pions at their divine contemplations for his happy suc- 
cess ; but his fortune chanced contrary to his wishes, 
for at the giant's first encounter he was likewise borne 
to the rock of stone, to accompany St. Denis. 

This giant was the strongest and hardiest knight a| 
arms that ever set foot upon the confines of Damasco 
his strength was so invincible, that at one time he dunt 
encounter with a hundred knights. But now return wa 
again to the other champions, whom, when night ap« 
proached, and likewise missing St. James, they cast lots 
the third time, and it fell to the noble champion of 
Italy, St. Anthony; who on the next morning attired 
himself in costly habiliments of war, and mounted upon 
a Barbarian palfrey, as richly as did the valiant Jason, 
when he adventured into the isle of Colchos for the 
golden fleece and for Medea's love ; his helmet glittered 
like an icy mountain, decked with a plume of ginger- 
coloured feathers, and beautified with many silver pen- 
dants. But his shiiiiog glory was koodl t)\em\ft'i&&^\i'^ 
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4 eloud of mischance, for although he was as valiant at 
erer brandished weapon in the field of Mars, yet he 
Ikmnd a disability in his fortitude to withstand the furious 
Uowt of the glAnt, in such sort that he was forced to 
yield himself prisoner like the former champions. 

The next lot that was cast chanced to St. Andrew of 
Scotland, a knight as highly honoured for martial dis- 
cipline as any of the rest ; his steed was clad after the 
manner of the Grecians; his armour varnished with 
green oils, like the colour of the summer fields ; upon 
ntf breast he bore a cross of purple silk, and on his 
borgonet a goodly plume of feathers ; but yet fortune 
10 frowned upon his enterprise, that he nothing pre- 
Ttiled, but committed his life to the mercy of the giant, 
who likevrise imprisoned him with the other knights. 
The fifth lot fell to St. Patrick of Ireland, as brave a 
knight as ever nature created, and as adventurous in 
his achievements. If ever Hector upon his Phrygian 
steed pranced up and down the streets of Troy, and 
made that age admire hu fortitude, this Irish knight 
might conntervidl his valour : for no sooner had the moon 
forsook the axure firmament, and had committed her 
charge to the golden burnished sun, but St. Patrick ap- 
proached the sight of the giant, mounted upon his Irish 
hobby, clad in a corselet proof, beautified with silver 
nails ; his plume of feathers of the colour of a virgin's 
hair ; his horse covered with a veil of orange-tawny silk, 
and his saddle bound about with plates of steel, like an 
iron chair. The sight of this valiant champion so 
daunted the courage of the giant, that he thought him 
to be the knight that the vision had revealed, and by 
whom the adventure should be accomplished ; therefore 
with no cowardly fortitude he assailed the Irish knight, 
who with as princely valour endured the encounter ; 
but the unkind destinies not intending to give him the 
honour of the victory, compelled the champion to yield 
to the giant's force, and like a captive to accompany the 
other imprisoned champions. The next lot fell to St. 
David of Wales, who nothing discouraged at the other 
Christian knights, but at the morning sun's uprise into 
the azure firmament glittered in his silver armour before 

the fountain, with a golden griffin shining on his breast. 

frhen he endared a long and dan^ioxia ^qtc^%x mih. 
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tlM giant, making the skies resound with echoes of their 
^rokcs ; but at last, when the giant perceived that St. 
PavM b«gan to grow almost breathless in defending the 
littgf and mighty blows of his steeled bat, and chiefly 
through his long encounter, the giant renewed his 
strength, and so redoubled his strokes, that St. David 
was constrained, like the other Christian champions, to 
yield to ti^ giant's mercy. 

But now the heroical champion of England, St. George, 
he that was fame's true knight, and the world's wonder, 
remaining, in the Jew's pavilion, and pondering in his 
mind the bad success of the other six champions, and 
that it was his turn to try his fortune the next morning 
in the adventure, he fell into the following contempla- 
tion : *' I that have fought for Christian knights in fields 
ol purple blood, and made my enemies to swim in streams 
of crimson gore, shall I not now confound this bloody 
and inhuman monster, that hath discomfited six of the 
bravest knights that ever nature framed 7 I slew the 
burning dragon in Egypt ; I conquered the terrible giant 
that kept the enchanted castle amongst the Amazoniaus ; 
then, fortune, let me accomplish this dangerous adven- 
ture, that all Christians and Christian knights may ap- 
plaud my name." 

In this manner spent he away the night, hoping for 
th« happy success of the next day's enterprise, whereon 
he vowed, by the honour of his golden garter, either to 
return a worthy conqueror, or to die with honour 
valiantly. And when the day began to beautify the 
eastern elements with a fair purple colour, he repaired 
to the Jew's armoury, and clad himself in a black 
eonelet, mounting himself upon a pitchy-coloured steed, 
adorned with a blood-red caparison, in sign of a bloody 
and tragical adventure ; his plume of feathers was like 
a flame of fire^ quenched in blood, as a token of speedy 
revenge: he armed himself, not with a sturdy lance, 
bound about with plates of brass, but took a javelin 
made of steel, the one end sharpened like the point of 
a needle, at the other end a ball of iron, in fashion of a 
mace or club. Being thus armed, according to his 
wished desires, he took leave of the Jew and his seven 
sons, all attired in black and mournful onv«LTOL«Ti\&« ^\«:^<- 
in^ for his happy and fortunate suocesa, an^ «o ^«^«s\s^ 

N 
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•peedily to the golden fountain, where he found the giant 
sleeping carelessly upon his block of steel, dreading no 
ensuing danger. But when the valiant champion St. 
George was alighted from his horse, and sufficiently be- 
held the deformed proportion of the giant, how the hair 
of his head stood staring upright, like the bristles of a 
wild boar ; his eyes gazing open like two biasing comets ; 
his teeth long and sharp, like to spikes of steel ; the nails 
of his hands like the talons of an eagle, over which were 
drawn a pair of iron gloves ; and every other limb huge 
and strongly proportioned, like to the body of some 
mighty oak ; the worthy champion awakened him in 
this order : *' Arise," said he, " unreasonable deformed 
monster, and either make delivery of the captive knights, 
whom thou wrongfully detainest, or prepare thy ugly 
self to abide the uttermost force of my warlike arm and 
death-prepared weapon." 

At wliich words the furious giant started up, as one 
suddenly amazed or affirighted from his sleep, and with- 
out making any reply at all, took his iron mace fast in 
both his hands, and with great terror let drive at the 
most worthy English champion, who with exceeding 
cunning and nimbleness defended himself from the 
danger, by speedily avoiding the violent blows; and 
withal returned on his adversary a mighty thrust, with 
the sharp end of the javelin, which rebounded from the 
giant's body as if it had been run against an adamantine 
pillar. "Which St. George perceiving, turned his heavy 
round ball end of his massy javelin, and so mightily 
assailed the giant, redoubling his heavy hloisn with such 
courageous fortitude, that at last he beat oia brains out 
of his deformed head, whereby the giant ^as constrained 
to yield up the ghost, and to give such a hideous roar, 
as though the whole frame of the earth oad been shaken 
with the violence of some clap of thanx^er. This being 
done, St. George cast his loathsome carrass as a prey 
to the fowls and ravenous beasts to seise upon ; and 
after diligently searched up and down, till he found the 
rock wherein all the knights and champions where im- 
prisoned; which with his steely javelin he burst asunder, 
and delivered them presently from their servitudes ; and 
after returned most triumphantly back to the Jew's pa- 
rlUoa, iu ai great mojeaiy aixdto^«\Vs «»X«t^uian with 
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' kit RemMi nobles mnd peers returned into the confines 
of flonrisliinflr Italy, from the admired and glorioos oon- 
^est of Jerusalem and Judea. 

Bat when the reverend Jew saw the English eham- 
■ pion return with Tietory, together with his other six 
- iitUdw-ehampions, and likewise beheld his fourteen sons 
safely delirered, his joy so mightily exceeded the bounds 
of reason, that he suddenly swooned, and lay for a timo 
in a dead trance, with the great exceeding pleasure ho 
received. But having a little recovered his decayed 
senses, he gladly conducted them into their several 
lodgings, and there they were presently unarmed, and 
their wounds washed in white wine and new milk, and 
ofter banqueted them in the best manner he could devise. 
After St. Oeorge, with the other six champions, had 
sojourned there for the space of thirty days, having 
placed the Jew with his sons in their former desired 
dignities, that is, in the government of the golden foun- 
tain, they clothed themselves again in their pilgrim's 
attire, and so departed forward on their intended journey 
to visit the holy sepulchre at Jerusalem. 



CHAPTER V. 

Thb champions, after this battle of the golden fountain, 
never rested travelling till they arrived at the holy hiU 
of Sion, and had visited the sepulchre, which they found 
most richly built of the purest marble, garnished cu« 
riously by cunning architecture, with many carbuncles 
of jasper, and pillars of jet. The temple gates were of 
burnished gold, and the portals of refined silver : and in 
it commonly bums a sweet-smelling taper, always main* 
tained by twelve of the noblest virgins dwelling in Judea, 
clad in silken ornaments. Many days ofitered up these 
worthy champions their ceremonious devotions to that 
sacred tomb, washing the marble pavements with their 
true and unfeigned tears, and witnessing their true and 
hearty seal, with their continual volleys of discharged 
sighs. But at last, upon an evening, when Titan's 
golden beams began to descend the weatftTU «\«tDL«a\, vk 
those prineeJ^-mijided ehampionSi ia «oio:(i«:r ^ ^^ma 
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'twelre admired maidens, kneeled before the sepalchre, 
'oflfering np their evening orisona, an unseen Toice from 
a hollow vault in the temple uttered these words : 

** You magnanimons knights of Christendom, whose 
tme nohilitiei hath circled the earth with reports of 
Ikme, whose bare feet for the love of 'our sweet SarioiiT 
'have set more weary steps upon the parched earth, than 
there be stars within the golden canopy of heaven, re- 
tarn ; return into the bloody fields of war, and spend not 
■the honours of your time in this ceremonious manner, 
Ibr great things hf you must be accomplished, such as 
tn time t5' come shall fill large chronicles, and cause 
babes as yet unborn to speak of your achievements. 
■And you chaste maidens, that spend your time in the 
service of Ood, even by the plighted promise you have 
made to true virginity, I charge you to furnish forth 
these warlike champions with such approved furniture 
as hath been oflRered to this royal sepulchre by these 
-travelling knights, which have fought under the banner 
of Christendom. This is the pleasure of high Fates, 
and this, for the redress of all wronged innocents in 
earth, must be with all immediate despatch forthwith 
accomplished." 

This unexpected voice was no sooner ended, but the 
temple seemed strangely to resound, like to the melody of 
celestial angels, or the holy harmony of cherubims; 
•whereupon the twelve virgins arose from their con- 
templations, and conducted the seven champions to the 
-further side of Mount Sion, and there bestowed upon 
them seven of the bravest steeds that they ever beheld, 
with martial furniture answerable thereunto, befitting 
knights of such esteem. Thus the Christian champions, 
being proud of their good fortunes, attired themselves 
in rich and sumptuous corselets, and after mounting upon' 
their warlike courses, kindly bidding the ladies adieu, 
betook them to the world's wide journey. 

This travel began at that time of the year when the 
fummer's queen began to spread her beauteous mantle 
amongst the green and fresh boughs of the high and 
mighty cedars, when all kind of small birds flew round 
about, recreating themselves in the beauty of the day, 
mnd with their well-toned notes making a sweet and 
bearealx melody. At which time, 1 ».^ , Wvsw xoS^hty 
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•ad well^eiieeined knighti, the MTen chanipioBi of 
CbrUtendora, took their way from Jeniialexn, whieb 
they thought to be most used ; in which they had not 
Butny days travelled through the deaerta, and over many 
a mountain top, but they grew feeble for laek of their 
aeeufltomed victuala , and eould not hide nor dissemble 
their great hunger. One evening, when they had spent 
the day in great extremity, and night grew on, they 
happened into a thicket of mighty trees, when the silver 
■toon with her bright beams Ottered most clearly ; yet 
to them it seemed to be as dark as pitch, for they were 
Tery sore troubled for lack of that whiclt should sustain 
them, and their faces did show and declared the per- 
flexities of their stomachs. So they sat them down 
upon the green and fresh herbs, very pensive of their 
fxtreme necessity, providing to take their rest that 
sight : but all was iu vain, for that their corporal ne- 
cessities would not consent thereunto; but without 
tleephug for that night, the next day in the morning 
they turned to their accustomed travel and journey, 
thinking to find some food for the cherishing of their 
stomachs, and had their eyes always gaiing about to 
spy some village or house, where they might satisfy 
their hunger and take their rest. Thus in this helplesa 
Banner spent they away the next day, till the closiog of 
the evening light, by which time they grew so faint, 
that they fell to the ground with Heebleness. 

But the next morning, by that time the golden sun 
had almost mounted to the top of heaven, and the glo* 
riotts prime of the day began to approach, they travelled 
on till they came into a field very plain, where in the 
midst of it was a little mountain, out of which there ap- 
peared a great smoke, which gave them to understand 
that there should be some habitation in that place. Then 
the princely-minded St. George said to the other cham<% 
pions: "Take comfort with yourselves, and by little 
and little come forward with an easy pace, for I will 
ride before to see who shall be onr host this ensuing 
night ; and of this, brave knights and champions, be aU 
assured, whether he be pleased or no, he shall give ut 
lodging and entertainment like travelling knights." 
And therewithal he set spurs to his horse, and v^SStiii 
scoured away ; hia beMt WM lo .ftpe«4^ , l£!i;i«9b \^ ^ ibbiX 
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Un» h» approached the mountain, where, at the nolte 
■nd roihing of his hone in running, there arose from 
the ground a terrible giant, of so great height, that he 
■cemed to be a big grown tree, and for hugeness like to 
a rock of stone ; but when he cast his staring eyes upon 
Mm English knight, which seemed to him like two brazes 
plates, or two torches ever flaming, he laid his hand 
upon a mighty dub of iron which lay by him, and eame 
with great lightness to meet St Oeorge ; but when he 
approached his presence, thinking him to be a knight of 
bat small valour and fortitude, he threw away his iron 
bat, and came towards the champion, intending with his 
flsts to buffet and beat out his brains ; but the courage 
of the English champion so exceeded, that he forgot thd 
extremity of hunger, and like a courageous knight raised 
himself in his stirrups, otherwise he could not reach his 
head, and gave him such a blow upon the forehead with 
his falchion, that he cut his head half asunder, and his 
brains in great abundance ran down his deformed body, 
10 that amased he fell to the ground, and presently died : 
his fall seemed to make the ground to shake, as though 
a stony tower had been overturned ; Cor as he lay upon 
the earth he seemed to be a great oak blown up by the 
roots with a tempestuous whirlwind. 

At that instant the rest of the champions came to that 
place, with as much joy at that present, as before they 
were sad and sorrowful. 

And when St. Denis, with the other knights, saw the 
greatness of the giant, and the deformity of his body, 
they advanced his valour beyond imagination ; but aflet 
lome few speeches passed, St. Oeorge desired the r?«t 
of the champions to go and see whit store of victuaji 
the giant had prepared for him. 

Whereupon they concluded, and so generally entered 
the giant's house, which was cut out of hard stone, and 
wrought out of a rock : therein they found a very large 
copper caldron standing upon a trevet of steel ; the feet 
and supporters tliereof were as big as great iron pillars ; 
under the same burned a huge flaming fire, that it 
sparkled like the fiery furnace in burning Acheron. 
Within the caldron were boiling the flesh of two fat 
buttoekif prepared only for the giant's dinner. 
The »ight o( thii enfulng banc^xx^l ^w^ W^sm. %>Mih 
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o^mfort, that every one fell to work, hoping for their 
tniTail to eat part of the meat ; one tamed the beef in 
llie caldron, another increased the fire, and others pulled 
iHit the coals, so that there was not any idle, in hope of 
tilt benefit to come. 

. And after they had gratified their hunger, St. George 
mgnMted the champions to take horse, and mounted 
blwielf upon his palfrey ; they travelled from thence 
urbogh a narrow path, which seemed to be used by the 
giant, and so with great delight they travelled all th« 
?esi of that day, till night closed in the beauty of the 
lieavens ; at which time they had got to the top of a 
hish mountain, from whence, a little before night, they 
did discover marvellous great plains, which were in- 
liablted with fair cities and towns, at which sight these 
Christian champions received great contentment and 
Joy : and so without any staying they made haste on- 
ward on their journey, till such time as they came to a 
low valley lying betwixt two running rivers, where, in 
the midst of the way, they found an image of fine crystal, 
the picture and lively form of a beautiful virgin, which 
seemed to be wrought by the hands of some most ex- 
cellent workman, all bespotted with blood. 

And it appeared by the wounds that were cunningly 
Ibrmed in the same picture, that it was the image of 
some lady that had suffered torments, as well with 
terrible cutting of irons, as cruel whippings ; the lady's 
legs and arms did seem as though they had been wrung 
with cords, and about the neck as though she had been 
f^ibly strangled with a napkin. The crystal picture 
lay upon a rich adorned bed of black cloths, under an 
lairbour of purple rotes; by the curious fair-formed 
Image sat a goodly aged man, in a chair of cypress wood ; 
his attire was after the manner of the Arcadian shep- 
herds, not curious but comely, yet of a black and sable 
colour, as a sure sign of some deadly discontentment ; 
his hair hung down below his shoulders, like untwisted 
silk, in whiteness like down of thistles ; his beard over- 
gTown« dangling down as it were froten icicles upon a 
bawthom tree; his face wrinkled and overworn with 
age, and his eyes almost blind, bewailing the griefs and 
furrows of his heart. 

Which strange and woful spectacle, \»\i«iu^^i<i^\vfs*N\Mw 
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champions earnestly beheld, they could not by any man« 
ner of means refrain from the shedding some few tears, 
in seeing before them the picture of a woman of such 
excellent beauty, who had been oppressed with cruelty ; 
but the pitiful English knight had the greatest compas- 
sion when he beheld the counterfeit of this tormented 
creature; who taking truce with his sorrowful heart, 
he courteously desired the old father, sitting by this 
wofal spectacle, to tell the cause of his sorrow, and the 
discourse of that lady's past fortunes, for whose sake 
he seemed to spend his days in that solitary order ; to 
whom the old man, with a number of sighs, thus kindly- 
replied : 

*• Brave knights, to tell the story of my bitter woes, 
and the cau^s of my endless sorrows, will constrain a 
spring of tears to trickle from the conduits of my aged 
eyes, and make the mansion of my heart ri?e in twain, 
in remembering of my undeserved miseries ; but now 
fortune, I see, hath smiled upon me, in sending you 
hither to work just revenge for the inhuman murder of 
my daughter, whose perfect image lieth here carved in 
fine crystal, as the continual object of my grief; and 
because you shall understand the true discourse of her 
timeless tragedy, I have written it down in a paper 
book, which my sorrowful tongue is not able to reveal.'* 

And thereupon he pulled from his bosom a golden- 
covered book, with silver clasps, and requested St. 
George to read it to the rest of the knights, to which he 
willingly condescended; so sitting down amongst the 
other champions upon the green grass, he opened the 
book, and read over the contents, which contained these 
sorrowful words following. 



CHAPTER VI. 

** In former times, whilst fortune smiled upon me, I wa« 
a wealthy shepherd, dwelling in this unhappy country, 
uot only held in great estimation for my wealth, but 
also 4or two fair daughters, which nature had made 
!:i0St excellent in beauty, in whom I took such exceed* 
iag joy and deUght, that I accouated them iny chiefest 
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happineM : but yet in the end, that ixrhich I thought 
fho^ lOMt content me was the occasion of these iny 
«adless sorrows. 

'* My two daughters were endowed with wonderfnl 
Iwsaty, and accompanied with no less modesty; the 
Imbo of whose rirtues was much blazed in many parts 
Ci the world ; by reason whereof there repaired to my 
tbepherd's cotti^g^ divers strange and worthy knights, 
with great desire to marry with my daughters; but 
above them all, there was one named Leoger, a knight 
of a Black Castle, (where he now remaineth.) being in 
distance flrom this place two hundred leagues, in an 
island encompassed with the sea. 

*' This Leoger, I say. was so entangled with the beauty 
af my daughters, that he desired me to give him one of 
them in marriage ; when I, little mistrusting the treason 
and cruelty that after followed, but rather considering 
the great honour that might redound therefrom, for that 
hd was a worthy knight, as I thought, and of much for- 
titude, I quickly fulfilled his desire, and granted to him 
niy eldest daughter in marriage ; where, after Hymen's 
holy rites were solemnized in great pomp and state, she 
was conducted, in company of her new-wedded lord, to 
the Black Castle, more like a princess in state, than a 
shepherd's daughter of such low degree. 

** But still I retained in my company the youngest, 
being of far more beauty than her eldest sister; of 
which this traitorous and unnatural knight was informed, 
and her surpassing beauty so excelled, that in a short 
time he forgot his new-married wife and sweet compa- 
nion, and wholly gave himself over to my other daugh- 
ter's love, without consideration that he had married her 
sister. In the end he used this policy and deceit to get 
her home into his castle : when the time grew on. that 
my eldest daughter his wife should be delivered, he 
came in great pomp, with a stately train of followers, to 
my cottage, and certified me that his wife was delivered 
of a goodly boy, and thereupon requested me, with very 
fair and loving words, that I would let my daughter go 
unto her sister, to give her that contentment which she 
desired, for that she did love her more dearly than her 
own soul. Thus his crafty and subtle peta>i«a\»xx% tA 
much prevailed, that i could not fmme a3\«TA>9Ji^ Vk^% 
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eoBtnrjr, bat moit needs eontent to his demands ; io 
ftimightiray -when he had in his power that which his 
■ottl to much desired, he presently departed, giving me 
to ondentand that he would carry her to his wife, for 
WbBtB sight she had so much desired, and at whose 
eoming she would receive so much joy and contentment : 
kcr sadden departure bred such sorrows in my heart, 
(being the only stay and comfort of my declining age,) 
that the fountains of my eyes rained down a shower of 
•alt tears upon my aged breast, so dear is the lore of a 
Ikther onto his child ; but to be short, when this lustAiI^ 
minded caitiff, with his pompous train, came in sight of 
his castle, he commanded his followers to ride forwards, 
that with my daughter he might have prirate conference. 
And entering along with her in the most private part of 
a thick wood, he there began to open his lustful thoughts 
nnto her, persuading her to submit to his wicked de- 
tires ; but when his fur words and enticing speechlfs 
eoald not prevail, his anger so increased, that he stared 
on her hce with his accursed eyes, fixed in such sort 
that he could not withdraw them back. Which bein^ 
perceived by this distressed virgin, as one far more de- 
sirous of death than of life, with a furious roiee she 
taid, 'Oh traitor, thou wicked monster, thou utter 
enemy to all humanity, thou shameless creature, mote 
cruel than the lion in the deserts of Hyrcania; thoa 
stain of knighthood, and the bloodiest wretch that ever 
nature framed in the world ! wherein dost thou contem^^ 
plate thus thyself? Thou fleshly butcher, thou un- 
merciftil tiger, thou lecherous hog, and dishonour of thy 
progeny ! make an end, I say, of these my torments, 
for now it is too late to repent thee ; gore my unspotted 
breast with thy bloody weapon, and send my soul into 
the bosom of Diana, whom I behold sitting in her ce- 
lestial palace, accompanied With numberless troops of 
vestal virgins, ready to entertain my bleeding ghost into 
her pleasant mansion.' 

•' This mercUess knight seeing the stedfastness that 
she had in the defence of her honour, with a cruel and 
infernal heart took a silken scarf which the damsel had 
girded at her waist, and with a brutal anger doubled it 
Mbout her neck, and pinched it so strait that her soul 
departed trom her tenestrVaV XtoOi^. O ^<»v taliant 
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Ini^itf, tbftt bj 70ur proweit oome to the wading of 
^thia dismal tragedy, and eome to the hearing theae 
")iU>ody lines contained in this golden book, consider the 
] great constancy and chastity of this unfortunate maiden, 
Ifnd let the grief thereof move you to take Tengeance of 
*^|^ cruelty showed without any desert. 

,[" 80 when this infernal knight saw that she was dead, 
"hi took his horse and rode after his fellows, and in a 
iUort time he orertook them, and looked with so furious 
Md ireful a countenance, that there was none durst be 
to hardy to ask him where my daughter was; but only 
4^n^ of his squires, that bore me great affection for the 
kindness and courtesy I offered to him at his lady's and 
'iny daughter's nuptials, who having a suspicion, by the 
-great alteration that appeared in his master, and being 
^ery desirous to know what was become of the damsel, 
because he came alone without bringing the damsel 
irith him, neither could he have any sight of her, he 
uei^ presently withdrew himself back, ani^ followed the 
Ibotings of the horse, and ceased not until he came to 
'^16 place where this cruelty was wrought ; whereat he 
Ibund the maiden dead; at the view whereof he re- 
main/ed almost beside himself, in such sort, that he had 
irell near fallen to the ground. The sorrowful squire 
lemained thus a good while before he could speak ; but 
M. last, when he came again to himself, he began with 
m dolorous complaint to cry out against fortune, be» 
cause ahe had auffered ao great cruelty to be committed 
t^n thia damael. And making this sorrowful lamenta- 
uon, he unloosed her from the tree, and laid her upon 
iflxi of her apparel which he found lying by, all be- 
smeared in blood. He afterwards cut dowu branches 
|rom the trees, and gathered grass from the ground to 
cover the body, and left it lying so, that it seemed to be 
a mountain of green grass, or a thicket of springing trees, 
and then determined with himself, in the best manner 
that he could, to diasemble the knowledge of the bloody 
filct. So he took his hone and rode the next way to- 
wards the castle, in which b* lode so fast, that he over- 
txk the knight and his company at the entering of the 
gates, ifhiReat the lustful tyrant alighted, and without 
speaking to asy person Altered into his closet*, ^1 
reason whereof this ktal flSkd couxteoua siya\T«V»&.>MSA 
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to deekre aU tUngs he had seen to the new-manied 
Udj, and the dolorous end of her sister. 

*'This sodden and unlooked-for sorrow, mixed with 
•Bger and wrath, was such in the lady, that she caused 
the squire not to depart from the castle, until such time 
as more occasion served, and to keep all things in secret 
that be bad seen : she herself remained very sorrowful, 
making great lamentation to herself in secret, as if she 
would not he peroeived, yet with a soft roice she said : 

•••Ob unfortunate lady, bom in a sorrowful hour, 
when some biasing and unlucky comet reigned ! Ob 
unhappy destinies, that made me wife unto so cruel a 
knight, whose foul misdeeds have made the very ele- 
ments to blush ! but yet I know that fortune will not be 
10 far unkind, but that she will procure a strange re- 
renge upon his purple-stained soul. Oh you immortal 
powers I revenge me on this wicked homicide ; if not, 
I swear that I will with mine own hands put in practice 
such an enterprise, and so stain my unspotted heart 
with wilful murder, that all the Fates above, and all the 
bright celestial planets, shall sit, and look from their 
immortal palaces, and tremble at the terror of my hate.* 

'* This being said, she took in her hand a dagger of 
the knight's, and in her arms her young son, being but 
of the age of forty days, saying, ' Now do I wish so much 
evil unto the world, that I will not leave a son of so 
wicked a fkther alive ; for I will wash my hands in their 
accursed blood, were they in number as many as king 
Priam's children.* 

"And entering the chamber where the knight her 
husband was, and finding him tumbling upon his bed 
from one side to the other, without taking any rest, but 
in his fury rending and tearing the silken ornaments ; 
where, with a sorrowful, weeping, and terrible voice, 
she called him traitor, and, like a fierce tigress, with 
the dagger that she brought in her hand, before his face 
she cut the throat of the innocent babe, and threw it to 
him on the bed, and therewithal said, ' Take there, thou 
traitor, the fruit that thy wicked seed created in my 
body ;' and then she threw the dagger at him also, in 
hope for to have killed him ; but fortune would not that 
Jt should take effect, for it struck against the tester of 
Hie bed, and rebounded back unto bet hsAds, which. 
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whesi the lady saw that it nothmi; prtvailed, she turned 
upon herself her outrageous fury : so taking the bloody 
dagger, she thrust it into her heart in such sort, that it 
parted in two pieces, and she fell down dead betwixt his 
•rms that was the occasion of all this bloody cruelty. 
The great sorrow hereat, that this false and unhappy 
knight received, was so strange, that he knew not what 
eoansel to take ; but thinking upon a severe vengeance 
that might succeed these cruel acts, he straightway de* 
vised that the body of the lady should be secretly buried ; 
which being done by liimself, in the saddest time of the 
uight, in a solitary garden under his castle wall, he heard 
» hollow voice breathe Arom the deep vaults of the earth 
Ihis manner of speech following : 

*' ' For the bloody fact which thou so lately hast com* 
mitted, thy life draws near to a shameful end ; and thy 
castle, with all thy treasure therein, shall be destroyed, 
or fall into the hands of him whose daughter thou hast 
so eruelly murdered.* 

" Upon this, he determined to use a secret policy, 
which was, to set watch and ward in every passage near 
unto his castle, and to arrest all such travellers as by 
adventure landed upon that island, not suffering them 
to pass until such time as they had promised by oath to 
aid and assist him, even unto death, against all his ene- 
mies. In the mean time the afore-named squire, which 
had seen and heard all the tragical dealings that have 
been here declared, in the best wise he could, returned 
again unto my cottage, and told me all that you have 
heard, which was unto me very sorrowful and heavy 
news. Judge here then, gentle knights, and ye be- 
holders of this woful tragedy, what sorrow I, unfortu- 
nate wretch, sustained, and what anguish I received; 
for at the hearing thereof I fell into a senseless swoon, 
and being come again to myself, I besmeared my milk* 
white hairs in dust, that before were as clean as tried 
silver ; and with my tears, being the true signs of sor- 
row, I bathed the bosom of my mother earth. After 
some time what for grief, and what for want of natural 
rest, my eyes closed together, and my senses feU into a 
heavy sleep. 

** But as I lay slumbering in the green meadows^ L 
dreamed that there was a gieat aa^ &«tce 'wV^dk. tskd^^ 
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which stood before me with a sharp falchion ia his hand, 
making as though he would kill me ; whereat methought 
I was so frighted, that I gave many terrible shrieks, 
ealUng for succour to the empty air. Then methought 
there appeared before my face a company of courteous 
luights, which said unto me, Fear not, old man, for we 
be come from thy daughter to aid and succour thee ; 
but yet for all this the wild man ranished not away, but 
•truck with his falchion upon my breast, whereat it 
seemed to open, and then the wild Centaur put his hand 
into the gaping wound, and pulled out my bleeding 
beart ; whereat, the same instant, methought that one 
of the knights likewise laid hold upon my heart, and 
they strove together with much contention, who should 
pull it from the other's hands ; but in the end each of 
them remained with a piece in his hand, and my heart 
parted in two. 

** Then the piece which remained in the wild man's 
keeping, turned into a hard stone, and the piece which 
remained in the power of the knight converted into red 
blood, and so they vanished away. Then straight after 
this, there appeared before mine eyes the image of ray 
murdered daughter, in the self-same manner and form 
as you behold her pourtrayed ; who. with a naked body 
besmeared in blood, reported unto me the true discourse 
of her unhappy fortunes, and told me what place and 
where her body lay in the woods, dishonoured for want 
of burial ; also desiring me not of myself to attempt the 
revenge, for it was impossible ; but to entomb her corpse 
by her mother, and cause the picture of her body to be 
most lively pourtrayed and wrought of fine crystal, in 
the same manner that I found it in the woods, and after 
erect it near unto a common passage, where adventurous 
knights do usually travel ; and assuring me that thither 
would come some certain Christian champions that 
should revenge this injury and Inhuman murder. "Which 
words being finished, methought she vanished away 
with a grievous and heavy groan, leafing behind her 
certain drops of blood sprinkled upon the grass : where- 
at, with great perplexity and sorrow, I awaked out of 
my dream, bearing it in my grieved mind, not telling it 
to one, not so much as to the vast air, but with all ex- 
^edition performed her blceOLVng wuY% t«^«\.. ^v^^w 
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ever since, most courteous and noble knights, I have 
here lamented her untimely death and my unhappy for- 
tune, spending the time in writing her doleful tragedy 
in blood-red lines, which I see with great grief you hare 
tead in this book of gold. Therefore, most curious 
k!nLght8, if ever honour encouraged you to fight in noble 
aidrentures, I now most earnestly intreat you, with your 
ittagnanimous fortitudes, to assist me to take revenge 
for that cruelty that hath been used against my unfor- 
tunate daughter. " 

■ At the reading of this sorrowful history, St. George, 
trith the other champions, shed many tears, wherewith 
there did increase in them a further desire of revenge ; 
iind, being moved with great compassion, they protested, 
hj their promises made to the honour of knighthood, to 
)^ersevere speedily on their vowed revenge and deter- 
mined purpose : so sealing up a promise to their plighted 
t>aths, protesting that sooner should the lives of all the 
famous Bomans be raised from death, from the time of 
Romulus to Csesar, and all the rest unto this time, than 
th«y be persuaded to return from their promises, and 
never to travel back into Christendom till they had per- 
formed their vows ; and thus burning with desire to see 
the end of this sorrowful adventure, St. George clasped 
Up the bloody-written book, and gave it again to the 
shepherd ; and so they proceeded forward towards the 
bland where the knight of the Black Castle had his re- 
sidence, guided only by the direction of the old man, 
whose aged limbs seemed so lusty in travelling, that it 
^ognosticated a lucky event : in which journey we will 
leave the champions for a time, with the wonderful pro- 
vision that the knight of the Black Castle made in his 
defence, the success whereof will be the strangest that 
ever was reported, and return and speak of St. George's 
three sons in the pursuit of their father ; where we left 
them (as you hciird before) travelling from the confines 
of Barbary, where they redeemed the Morman lady from 
the tawny Moors. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Maht and dangerous were the adventures of the three 
young princes in the pursuit of their father St George, 
and many were the countries, islands, and princes' 
courts that they searched to obtain a wished sight of his 
martial countenance, but all to small purpose ; for for- 
tune neither cast them happily upon that coast where 
be and the famous champions had their residence, nor 
luckily sounded in their ears the place of their arrival. 
In which pursuit I omit and pass over many noble ad- 
ventures that these three princes achieved, as well upon 
the rising ocean as upon the firm land, and only dis- 
course upon an accident that happened to them in an 
island bordered upon the confines of Armenia, near 
unto the island where the knight of the Black Castle 
remained, as you heard in the last chapter; upon which 
coast after they were arrived, they trarelled in a broad 
and straight path, until such time as they came to a 
very fair and delectable forest, when as sundry creep- 
ing birds had gathered themselves together, to refresh 
and shroud themselves firom the parching heat of the 
golden sun, filling the air with the pleasures of their 
shrill-toned notes. In this forest they travelled almost 
two hours, and then they went up to the top of a small 
mountain which was at hand, from the which they dis- 
covered very fair and well-towered towns, princely pa- 
laces, very sumptuous to behold; likewise they disco- 
vered from the hill a fair fountain wrought all of marble 
like unto a pillar, out of which did proceed four spouts 
running with water, which fell into a great cistern, and 
coming to it, they washed their hands, refreshed their 
faces, and so departed. 

After they had looked round about them on every 
side, and toward their right hand, they*espied amongst 
a company of green trees, a small tent of black cloth, 
towards which these young princes directed their courses 
with an easy pace ; but when they had entered the tent, 
and saw nobody therein, they remained silent a while, 
liearkening if they could hear any stirring, but they could 
neither see nor hear any thing, but only they found the 
orint of certain little feet upon tti« wii^» \«\aOa. ^waft4 
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liem more eanestly to desire to know whose footsteps 
Aiey wete, for that they seemed to be some lady's or 
damsel's : so finding the trace, they followed them, and 
the more the knights followed, the more the ladies 
seemed to haste ; so long they pursued after the trace, 
that at the end they approached a little mountain. 
Whereat they found scattered about certain locks of yek> 
low hair, which seemed like threads of gold, and, stoop- 
ing to gather them up, they perceived that some of 
them were wet with drops of blood, whereby they 
well understood that in great anger thejr were pulled 
from some lady's head ; likewise they saw in diveri 
places how the earth was spotted with spots of crimson 
blood : then with more desire than they had before they 
went up to the top of that little mountain, and having 
lost the footsteps they recovered them again by gather- 
ing up the hair ; where they had not travelled far upon 
the mountain, but towards the water's side they hear& 
a grievous complaint, which seemed to be the voice o- 
a woman in great distress, and the words which the 
knights did understand were these : 

** O Love ! now shalt thou no more rejoice, nor have 
any longer dominion over me; for Deatti, I see, ^ 
ready to cut my thread of Kfe, and finish these mj 
sorrowftil lamentations. How often have I asked re- 
vengement at the hands of Fortune against that wicke. 
wretch that hath been the cause of my banishment, but 
yet she will not hear my request : how oft have I made 
my sad complaints to hell, yet have the fatal Furies 
stopped their ears against my mournful cries. * ' And witlr 
this she held her peace, giving a sorrowful sigh ; whicX 
being done, the three Christian knights turned their 
eyes to the place from whence they heard this complaint, 
and discovered among certain green trees a lady who 
was endowed with singular beauty, being so excellent 
that it almost deprived them of their hearts, and capti- 
vated their senses in the snares of love, which liberty 
as yet they never lost. By her stood another damsel, 
which they conjectured to be her daughter, for she was 
clad in virgin-coloured silk, as white as the lilies of the 
fields, and as pleasant to behold as the glittering mooA 
in a clear winter freezing night : notwithat«ndiu%«2^S2Eiiidk 
delectable fight, the three Frlncel? \ud\|0q\» ^wi^ 'osa^ 
o 
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discover tliemselres, but stood closely behind three 
pine trees, which grew near unto the mountain, to hear 
the erent of this sad accident ; vrhere, as they stood 
cloaked in silence, they heard her thus to confer with 
her beautiful daughter : 

*'Ohmy Rosana!" quoth she, "the unhappy figure 
of him that without • pity hath wounded my heart, and 
left me comfortless with the greatest cruelty that ever 
knight or gentleman left lady ! how hath it been possible 
that I have had the force to bring up thee, the child of 
such a father which hath bereaved me of my liberty I 
O you sovereign powers, grant that I may establish in 
my mind the remembrance of the love — of thy adulter- 
ous father ! O girl I bom to a further grief, here do I 
desire the guiders of thy fortunes, that thy glittering 
beauty may have such force and power, whereby the 
shining beams thereof may take revengement of the 
dishonour of thy mother. Give ear, dear child, I say, 
unto thy dying mother, thou that art bom in the dis- 
honour of thy generation, by the loss of my virginity, 
here do I charge thee upon my blessing, even at my hour 
of death, and swear thee by the band of nature, never 
to suffer thy beauty to be enjoyed by any one, until thy 
disloyal father's head be offered up in sacrifice unto my 
grave, thereby somewhat to appease the fury of my 
discontented soul, and recover part of my former 
honour." 

These and such-like words spake the afflicted queen, 
to the wonderful amazement of the three young knights, 
which as yet intended not to discover themselves, but 
still to mark the event ; for they conjectured that her 
woful complaints were the induction of some strange 
accident. Thus, as they stood obscurely behind the 
trees, they saw the young and beautiful damsel give 
unto her dying mother, paper, pen, and ink, the which 
she pulled from her fair bosom, with which the grieved 
queen subscribed certain sorrowful lines unto him that 
was the causer of her banishment, and making an end 
of her writing, they heard her, with a dying breath, 
speak unto her daughter these sorrowful words follow- 
ing: 
"Come daughter," quoth she, "beliold thy mother 
tt her latest gasp, and Impiint m^ d;|\A%t««)2sw«iX\sLt3xT 
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heart, u in a table of brass, that it nerer may be for- 
gotten ; time will not give longer respite, that with words 
I may show unto thee my deep affections, for I feel my 
death approaching, and the fatal sisters ready to cut my 
thread of life asunder between the edges of their shears ; 
insomuch that I, most miserable creature, do feel my 
soul trembling in my flesh, and my heart quivering at 
this my last and fatal hour 1 but one thing, my sweet 
and tender child, do I desire of thee before I die, which 
is, that thou wouldest procure that this letter may be 
given to that cruel knight, thy disloyal father, giving 
him to understand of this my troublesome death, the 
occasion whereof was his unreasonable cruelty." 

And making an end of saying this, the miserable 
qneen fell down, not having any more strength to sit 
up, but let the letter fall out of her hand ; the which 
her sorrowful daughter presently took up, and fallings 
upon her mother's breast, she replied in this sorrowfui 
manner : 

" O, my sweet mother, tell me not that you will die, 
for it adds a torment more grievous unto my soul than 
the punishment which Danaus's daughters feel in hell ; 
I had rather be torn in pieces by the fury of some mer- 
ciless monster, or to have my heart parted in twain by 
the hands of him that is my greatest enemy, than to re- 
main without your company. Sweet mother, let these 
my youthful years, and this green budding beauty, en- 
courage you still to revive, and not to leave me comfort- 
less, like an exile in the world. But if the gloomy Fates 
do triumph in your death, and abridge your breathing 
trunk of life, and your soul must needs go wander in 
the Elysian shades, with Trusa's shadow, and with 
Dido's ghost ; here I protest, by the great and tender 
love I bear you, and by the due obedience that I owe 
unto your age, either to deliver this your letter into the 
hand of my unkind father, or with these my rueful 
fingers to rend my heart asunder ; and before I will for- 
get my vow, the silver-streamed Tigris shall forsake her 
course, the sea her tides, and the glittering queen of 
night her usual changes, neither shall any forgetfulness 
be an occasion to withdraw my mind from '^tlorK)^'BL% 
your dying requests. ** 

Then tbjg weak queen, whose po"weT «tt^ %\x«wi!^ 
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were wholly decayed, and her hour of death grew near 
at hand, with a feeble voice, she said, " O you sacred 
and immortal gods 1 and all you bright celestial powers 
of happiness, into your divine bosoms now do I com- 
mend my dying soul, asking no other revengement 
against the causer of my death, but that he may die 
lUke me for want of love." 

After this, the dying queen never spake a word more, 
for at that instant the cruel Destinies gave an end unto 
her life ; but when Rosana perceived her to be dead, 
and she left to the world devoid of comfort, she began 
to tear the golden trammels from her head, and most 
furiously to beat her lovely breast, filling the empty 
air with clamours of her moans, making the skies like 
an echo to resound her lamentations ; and at last, taking 
her mother's letter into her hands, washing it with 
floods of tears, and patting it next unto her naked breast, 
she said, * Here lie thou, near adjoining to my bleeding 
heart, never be removed until I have performed my dy- 
ing mother's testament. Oh works, and the last work 
of those her dying hands, here do I swear by the honour 
of true virginity, not to part it from my grieved bosom, 
until such time as love has rent the disloyal heart of my 
unkind father." And speaking this, she kissed it a 
thousand times, breathing forth millions of sighs, and 
so with a blushing countenance, as red as Aurora's 
glittering beams, she rose, and said to herself, " What 
is this, Rosana 7 Dost thou think to recall thy mother's 
life with ceremonious complaints, and not perform that 
which by her was commanded thee 7 Arise, arise, I say, 
gather unto thyself strength and courage, and wander 
up and down the world, till thou hast found thy disloyal 
father, as thy true heart hath promised to do." 

These words were no sooner finished, but St. George's 
sons, like men whose hearts were almost overcome with 
grief, came from the pine trees, and discovered them- 
selves to the damsel, and courteously requested her to 
discourse the story of all her past miseries ; and as 
they were true Christian knights they promised her, 
it it lay in their power, to release her sorrows, and 
to give end unto her miseries. Rosana, when she 
fiebeld these courteous and weU-demeanoored knights, 
trhicb ia h»r conceit ouxM ie\euMixi% ii^^« %3k4 
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fmildering how kindly they desired to he ptrtnen in 
ier griefs, she stood not upon curious terms, nor upon 
excellencies, hut most willingly condescended to their 
requests ; so when they had prepared their ears to en- 
tertain her sad and sorrowful discourse, with a soher 
countenance she began in this manner. 

** Lately I was,** quoth she, *• whilst fortune smiled 
on me, the only child and daughter of this lifeless 
queen, that you behold here lying dead ; and she, before 
my birth, whilst fortune granted her prosperity, was the 
maiden queen of a country called Armenia, adjoining 
near unto this unhappy island, who in her young years, 
when her beauty began to flourish, and her high renown 
to mount upon the wings of Fame, she was so entrapped 
with the golden bait of blind Cupid, and so entangled 
with the love of a disloyal knight, called the Knight of 
the Black Castle ; who after he had flourished in the 
spoil of her virginity, grew weary of her love, and most 
discourteously left her as a shame unto her country, and a 
stain unto her kindred : and after gave himself to such 
lascivious manner of life, that he unlawfully married a 
8hepherd*s daughter in a foreign land, and likewise 
committed a most inhuman slaughter on her sister in 
a desert wood, because she refused to indulge his base 
passions. This being done, he fortified himself in hig 
Black Castle, and only consorted with a cunning necro* 
mancer, whose skill in magic is now grown so excellent, 
that all the knights in the world can never conquer the 
castle, where ever since he hath remained in despite of 
the whole earth. 

*' But now speak I of the tragical story of my un- 
happy mother. When she heard news of her knight's ill 
demeanour, and how he had given himself to the spoil of 
virgins, and had for ever left her love, never Intending 
to return again; the grief whereof so troubled her 
mind, that she could not In any wise dissemble It ; and 
so upon a time, being amongst her ladles, she fell into a 
wonderful and strange trance, as though she had been 
oppressed with sudden death ; which when her ladies 
and damsels beheld, they presently determined to unbrace 
her rich ornaments, and to carry her unto her bed ; but 
she made signs with her hands that the^ tihoxi^ii ^«^vtX 
and Idtre her aJoQe, whow oommMidmwyl 'vi* iXni^^*' 
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vay obeyed, not wUboat great iorrow of them all, for 
fhdr loves were dear unto her. This afflicted queen, 
when she saw that she was alone, began to exclaim 
agamst her fortune, roTlUng the Fates with bitter excla- 
mations. 

*' * O unconstant queen of chance,*' said she, " thou 
that hast warped such strange webs in my kingdom ; 
ihou that gavest my honour to that tyrant's lust, which 
without all remorse hath left me comfortless, it is thou 
that didst constrain me to set my life to sale, and to sell 
my honour as it were with the crier, compelling me to 
do that which hath spotted my princely estate, and 
Stained my bright honour with black infamy. Woe is 
me for rirginity 1 that which my parents gave me charge 
to have respect unto — ^but I have carelessly kept it, and 
smally regarded it. Oh feJse and deceitful lord, I would 
thy loving and amorous words had never been spoken, 
nor thy quick-sighted eyes erer gazed upon my beauty I 
then had I flourished still with glory and renown, and 
lived a happy virgin of chaste Diana's train.' 

** With these and other like lamentations this grieved 
queen passed away the time from day to day. At last 
it was impossible longer to cover or hide her shame : 
and seeing herself in this case, she determined to dU- 
cover herself publicly unto her subjects, and deliver her 
body unto them to be sacrificed unto their gods ; and 
with this determination one day she caused certain of 
her nobles to be sent for, who straightway came, accord- 
ing to her commandment : but when she perceived her 
lords, knights, and gentlemen of honour were come 
thither before ] her, she covered herself with a rich 
robe, and sat up in her bed in her private chamber, 
being so pale and lean, that all they that saw her had 
great compassion upon her sorrow. Being all set round 
about her bed, and keeping silence, she revealed to them 
the cause of her grief in this manner : 

'"My lords,* quoth she, 'I shame to entitle myself 
your queen and sovereign, in that I have defamed the 
honour of my country, and little regarded the welfare of 
my commonwealth : my glittering crovm methinks is 
shaded with a cloud of black disgrace, and my princely 
attire converted into unchaste habiliments, in which I 
imrfi both lo»t the liberty of my heart, and withal mf 
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wonted joy, and now am constrained to endure perpetual 
pain, and an ever-pining death; for I have lost my 
honour, and reaped nothing but shame and infamy. To 
eonclttde, I have foregone the liberty of a queen, and 
sold mySelf to a slavish sin. Only mine own is the 
liault, and mine own shall be the punishment. There- 
fore, without making any excuse, I here surrender up 
my body into your power, that you may, as au evil 
queen, sacrifice me unto our gods ; for now, my lords, 
yon shall understand, that I am dishonoured by the 
knight of the Black Castle : he it is that hath bereaved 
me of my honour, but with my consent I must needs 
confess, and left me, for a testimony of this my eyil 
deed, big with child, by which my virgin's glory is con- 
Terted to a monstrous scandal.' And with this she 
made an end of her lamentable speech. 

*' But when those earls, lords, and honourable per- 
sonages that were present, had understood all that the 
queen had said unto them, like men greatly amazed, they 
changed their colours, in sign of anger, looking one upon 
another, without speaking any words, but printing in 
their hearts the fault done by their queen, to the great 
disgrace of their country ; then they, without any further 
consideration, deprived her of all princely royalty, both 
of crown and dignity, and pronounced her perpetual 
banishment from Armenia, like subjects not to be go- 
Temed by such a defamed princess. 

" So at the time appointed, like a woman forlorn and 
hated of all companies, she stored herself with sufficient 
treasure, and betook herself to her appointed banish- 
ment. After whose departure, the Armenians elected 
themselves another prince, and left their lustful queen 
wandering in unknown islands, big with child, void of 
succour and relief : where, instead of her princely bed 
covered with canopies of silk, she took her nightly re- 
pose upon the green grass, shadowed with the sable cur- 
tains of the skies ; and the nurses that were provided 
against her delivery were nymphs and fairies dancing in 
the night by Proserpine's commandment. Thus in great 
grief continued she many days, contenting herself with 
her appointed banishment, making her lamentations 
to whispering winds, which seemed in her couc^vt. \^ 
Id^wuiwer her complaiots ; ftt JengOi tk^ ^WVWA&^tba^^ 
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had ten iimei borrowed ligM of golden Phobns, and 
the night's clear candle was now almost extinguished, 
by which time approached the hour of her laboursome 
trarail ; where, without help of a woman, she was de- 
livered of me her unhappy daughter, where ever since I 
have been nourished in these unfrequented woods, and 
many times, when I came to years of discretion, my 
wofid mother would discourse unto me this lamentable 
story of both our miseries, which I have most truly de- 
clared unto you. 

" Likewise she told me, that many times in my in* 
fiuicy, when she wanted milk in her breasts to nourish 
me, there would come a lioness, and sometimes a she- 
bear, and gently give me suck ; and, contrary to the na- 
ture of wild beasts, they would many times sport with 
me ; whereby she conjectured that the immortal powers 
had preserved me for strange fortune : likewise at my 
birth nature had pictured upon my bosom, directly be- 
twixt my breasts, the lively form of a purple rose, 
which as yet doth beautify my bosom with a vermilion 
colour ; and this was the cause that my mother named 
me Rosana, answerable to my nature's mark. After 
this, we lived many a year in great distress, penury, 
and want, entreating time to redress our woes more often 
than we had lived hours ; the abundance of our tears 
might sufQce to make watery seas, and our sighs coun- 
tervail the stars. But at last, the fatal Sisters, listening 
to my mother's moans, and to my great sorrows, de- 
prived her of life ; where now I am left a comfortless 
orphan to the world, attending the time until I find some 
courteous knight that may conduct me to the Black 
Castle, where my disloyal father hath his residence, that 
I may there perform my mother's dying will." 

These words being finished, Rosana stood silent, for 
that her extreme grief hindered the passage of her 
tongue, and her eyes rained such a shower of pearled 
tears upon the lifeless body of her mother, that it con- 
strained St. George's sons to express the like sorrow ; 
where, after they had let fall a few tears from their eyes, 
and had taken truce for a time with grief, they took 
Rosana by the hand, and protested never to depart from 
her company till they had safely conducted her to the 
BItck CasUifp Tbui »f^r thi»i ^heu the Christian 
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knights had pitifully bewailed the migery and untimely 
death of her mother, they took: their daggers and digged 
a grave under a bay-tree, and buried her body therein, 
that hungry ravens might not seize upon it, nor furious 
bears tear it in pieces, nor ravenous harpies devour it ; 
and after, with the point of their daggers, they engraved 
this epitaph in the bark of the bay-tree : 

Here lies the body of a hapless queen. 
Whose sreat good will to her small joy did bring ; 
Her willing mind requited was with teen. 
Though she deserv'd, for love, a regal king; 
And, as her corpse enclosed here doth lie. 
Her luckless fate and fame shall never die. 

So when they had made this epitaph, and covered her 
grave with green turfs, they departed forward on their 
journey towards the Black Castle, where we will leave 
them in their travels, and return to the disloyal Leoger, 
and how he fortified his castle by magic art, according 
to the learned skill of a cunning necromancer. 



CHAPTEE VIII. 

Thb wicked Leoger, when he grew detested and abhor- 
red in every company, as well by noble knights as gal- 
lant ladies, for the spoil and murder of those three virgin 
dames, whose pitiful stories you heard in the two former 
chapters, and fearing sudden vengeance to fall upon his 
head, he fortified himself strongly in his castle, and with 
his treasure hired many furious giants to defend it ; 
wherein if they failed, and should chance to be over- 
come, he consorted with a wicked necromancer, that he 
with charms and spells should work wonders in his 
castle: which magical accomplishments we will pass 
over till a more convenient time, because I purpose to 
explain the history in good order to the reader. 

First, speak we of St. George, with the other Chris- 
tian knights, that came in revenge of the shepherd and 
his unfortunate daughter, who with good success arrived 
upon the shore of the island where this wicked Leoger 
and the magician had fortified their Black Castle, in 
which country the champions, like the invln,evb\a iOw- 
lowers of Marsj fearing no dangies, uox ^« 1&w\a ^V 
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meouUnt Fortune, betook themseWei to the readieit 
way towttdf the cattle ; in which journey they were 
ahnoat rarished with the pleasure of the island ; for en- 
tMrtog into a narrow and straight lane, garnished on both 
iidM with trees of divers sorts, they beard how the 
•uuner birds recorded their pleasant melodies, and 
made their sweet and acoustomed songs without fear of 
any man to molest them. In which row of pleasant 
trees, that delighted them on both sides, there wanted 
not the green laurel, so much esteemed among learned 
scholars ; nor the sweet myrtle tree, loved by ladies ; 
nor the high cypress, so much regarded of lovers ; nor 
the stately pine, which for his flourishing height is 
eaUed the prince of trees : whereby they judged it to be 
rather an habitation for gods and goddesses than a ter- 
restrial country, for that the golden sun with his glitter- 
ing beams did pass through those green and pleasant 
trees without any hindrance of black clouds, for the 
skies were clear as tried silver : likewise the western 
wind did softly shake the shivering leaves, whereby it 
made as sweet a harmony as if they had been celestial 
cherubims : a thousand little streamed brooks ran upon 
the enamelled ground, making sundry fine works by 
their crooked turnings; and joining one water with 
another, with a very gentle meeting, made such silver 
music, that the champions with the pleasure thereof 
were almost rarished, and smally regarded whether their 
horses went right or no ; and travelling in this sort, they 
rode forward till they came into a marvellous great and 
wide meadow, being of such exceeding fairness, tliat I 
am not able with a pen to paint out the excellency there- 
of; wherein were feeding both wild and tame harts, 
adorned with great and cragged horns: likewise the 
furious wild boar, the fierce lion, and the simple lambs, 
were altogether feeding with so great friendship, as on 
the contrary by nature they were enemies. 

Whereat the noble champions were almost overcome 
in their own conceits, and amazed in their imaginations, 
to see so strange love, clean contrary to nature, and that 
there was no difference betwixt the love of wild beasts 
and tame. In this manner they travelled along, till on 
a sudden they arrived before the buildings of the Black 
CMtle. Below, under the castle, thers was an arch 
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viih a gate, which seemed to be of diamondg, and wag 
compassed about with a moat or ditch, and was almost 
two hundred paces broad, and every gate had his draw- 
bridge, all made of red boards, which seemed as though 
they had been bathed all in blood. After this, the 
champions rode to the other side of this goodly castle, 
wondering at the curious and sumptuous workmanship, 
where they espied a pillar of beautiful jasper stone, all 
wrought full of precious stones of strange works, which 
pillar was of great value, and was garnished with chains 
of gold, that were made fast unto it by magic art; at 
which pillar likewise hung a very costly silver trumpet, 
with certain letters carved about the same, which con- 
tained these words following : 

If any dare attenapt this place to see, 

By sounding this, the gate shall opened be ; 

A trumpet here enchained by maKic art. 

To daunt with fear the proudest champion's heart i 

Look thou for blows that enterest in this gate, 

Ketum in time, repentance comes too late. 

Which when St. George beheld, and had understood 
the meaning of those mystical letters, without any more 
tarrying, he set the silver trumpet to his mouth, and 
sounded such a vehement blast, that it seemed to echo 
in the foundation of the castle ; whereat the principal 
gate presently opened, and the drawbridge was let 
down, without the help of any visible hand, which made 
the champions wonder, and to stand amazed at the 
strange accident ; but yet, intending not to return like 
cowards daunted with a puff of wind, they alighted 
from their warlike steeds, and delivered them into the 
old shepherd's hands, to be fed upon the fragrant and 
green grass, till they had performed the adventure of the 
castle, which they vowed either to accomplish or never 
to return : so locking down thei» beavers, and drawing 
forth their keen-edged falchions, they entered the gates ; 
and being safe within, the champions looked about them 
to see if they could espy any body, but they saw no- 
thing but a pair of winding stairs, whereat they de- 
scended. They had not gone many steps, but therein 
was so great a darkness, that scarce they could see any 
light, so that it rather seemed the similitude of hell, 
than any other worldly place ; yet, groping by the 
W4lls, they kept their going down those narrow aM 
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tmlac itiint wUeliirafe Yoyduk, and atiucli lengih, 
thai flMgr fhoogfat fhejr descended into the middle of the 



TImj ipent a great time in descending those stairs, 
iMt tfli the end they came into a very fair and large 
•omt, encompassed irith iron gates like unto a prison, 
or a place provided to keep untamed lions, wherein 
eaitlBf their eyes up to the top of the castle, they he- 
ImU the wicked knight walking with the necromancer 
vpoii a large gallery, supported with great pillars of 
Ins; likewise there were attending upon them seven 

ttelothed in mighty iron coats, holding in their 
bats of steel : to whom the bold and yentnrous 
champion of England spake with an undaunted courage 
■ad kind voice in this manner, saying : *' Come down, 
thou wicked knight, thou spoil of virginity, thou that 
act eBfinmed wi^ these monstrous giants, these won- 
dniag works of nature. Ck>me down, I say, firom thy 
bmen gallery, and take to thee thy armour. Thou 
that bait a heart to commit a virgin's rape, for whose 
rtftnge we eome ; now likewise have a courage in fhy 
daflnue, fbr we vow never to depart out of thy castle 
tin we have confounded thee, or be by thy force dis- 
eomftted." 

Al which words he held his peace, expecting an 
answer; whereat the wicked knight, when he heard 
St. George, began to firet and fhme like a starved lion, 
funished with hunger, even so raged Leoger the knight 
•f the Black Castle, threatening forth fury Arom his 
■paxkling eyes, and in this vile manner re-answered the 
noble champion of England : 

" Proud knight,*' quoth he, ** or peasant, whatsoever 
thou art, I pass not the smallest hair of my head, for 
Ihy upbraiding me with . thy unruly tongue. I will re- 
tnm Uiy unruly speeches on thyself, for the pavements 
of my castle shall be sprinlded with thy cursed blood, 
and the bones of those thy unhappy followers shall be 
buried in the sinks of my channels. If thou hadst 
brought the army of Casar, that made all lands to 
tremble where he came, yet were they but as a blast of 
wind unto my force. Seest thou not my giants, which 
•land like oaks upon our brasen gallery t they at my 
$tmmmA ihiiU tak« too firom tht ^Itosf wbefo you 
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stand, and throw you over the walls of this my castle, 
in sach sort, that they shall make you flee into the air 
more than ten falchions high. 

At which words the giants, whom he hired to defend 
him from his foes, came unto him very strongly armed, 
with weapons in their hands, and requested him to he 
quiet, and to ahate his so incensed anger, and they 
would fetch unto his presence all those braving knights 
that were the occasion of his disquietness and anger ; 
and so, without tarrying for an answer, they departed 
down to the court, and left the knight of the castle with 
the magician standing still upon the gallery to behold 
the following encounters. But when the giants ap- 
proached the champions* presence, and saw them so 
well proportioned and furnished, lights of so gallant 
statures, they flourished about their knotty clubs, and 
purposed not to spend the time in words but in blows. 

Then one of the fiercest and cruellest giants of them all 
(which was called Brandamond) seeing St. George to be 
the forwardest in the enterprise, and judging him to be 
the knight that had so braved his lord, he began with a 
stem countenance to speak unto him in this manner : 

** Art thou that bold knight," said the giant, *' that 
with thy witless words hath so angered the mighty 
Leoger, the lord of this castle ? If thou be, I advise 
fliee by submission to seek to appease his furious wrath 
before revenge be taken upon thy person. Also I do 
charge thee (if thou wilt remain with thy life) that 
thou dost leave thy armour, and yield thyself, with all 
these followers, with their hands bound behind them, 
and go and ask forgiveness at his feet.*' 

To which St. George, with a smiling countenance, 
answered: ** Giant,'* said he, **thy counsel I do not 
like, nor thy advice will I receive ; but rather do we 
hope to send thee and all thy followers without tongues 
to the infernal king of fiery Fhlegethon : and for that 
you shall not have any more time to speak such folly 
and foolishness, either return your ways from whence 
you came, and repent of this which you have said, or 
else prepare yourselves to a mortal battle." 

The giants, when they heard the champions' resolu- 
tions, and how slightly they regarded their proffers, 
irithottt any longer turying ihey ttxsl^^V^iv) W^'v^Knk 
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St George and his company, intending with their knotty 
\>ats of steel to beat them as small as flesh unto the 
pot : but the queen of chance so smiled upon the Chris- 
tian champions, that the giants sraally prevailed, for be- 
twixt them was fought a long and terrible battle, in such 
danger, that the victory hung wavering on both sides, 
not knowing to whom it would fall : the bats and fal- 
chions made such a noise upon one another's armour, 
that they sounded like to the blows of the Cyclops 
workings upon their anvils : and at every blow that they 
gave, fire flew from their steeled corselets like sparkles 
from their flaming furnaces in hell ; the skies resounded 
back the echoes of their strokes ; the ground shook as 
though it had been oppressed with an earthquake ; the 
pavement of the court was overspread with an intermix- 
ing of blood and sweat, and the walls of the castle were 
m^htily battered with the giants' clubs. By the time 
that glittering Sol began to decline from the top of 
heaven, the giants began to faint ; whereat the Chris- 
tian knights with more courage began to increase in 
strength, and with such vigour assailed the giants, that 
before the golden sun had dived to the western world, 
the giants were quite discomfited and slain : some lay 
with their hands dismembered from their bodies, welter- 
ing in purple gore ; some had their brains sprinkled 
against the walls ; some lay in channels, with their en- 
trails trailing down in streams of blood ; and some 
jointless, with bodies cut in pieces, so that there was 
not one left alive to withstand the Christian champions. 
Whereat St. George with the other six knights fell 
upon their knees, and thanked the Immortal Rector of 
all good chance for their victory. But when the knight 
of the Black Castle, who stood upon the gallery during 
all the time of the encounter, saw how all the giants 
were slain by the prowess of those strange knights, he 
raged in great wrath, wishing that the ground might 
gape and swallow him, before he were delivered into the 
hands of his enemies ; and presently would have cast 
himself headlong from the top of the gallery, thereby 
to have dashed out his brains against the pavement, had 
not the necromancer, who likewise beheld the event of 
the encounter, intercepted him in his intended drift, 
promising to perform by art what the giants eoold not 
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do by force. So the necromancer fell to his magie spells 
and charms, by which the Christian champions were 
mightily troubled and molested, and brought in danger 
of their lives by a fearful and strange manner, as shall 
be hereafter shown : for as they stood after their long 
encounter unbuckling their armours to take the fresh 
air and dress their bloody wounds receiyed in their last 
conflict, the magician caused by his art a spirit, in the 
likeness of a lady of a marvellous and fair beauty, to 
look through an iron grate, who seemed to lean her 
face upon her hand very pensively, and distil from her 
crystal eyes great abundance of tears. When the 
champions saw this beautiful creature, they remained 
in great admiration, thinking with themselves that by 
some hard misfortune she was imprisoned. At which 
this lady did seem to open her fair and crystalline eyes, 
looking earnestly upon St. George ; and giving a grie- 
vous sigh, she withdrew herself from the grate ; whose 
sudden departure caused the Christian knights to have 
a great desire to know who it should be, suspecting that 
by the force of some enchantment they should be over- 
thrown. But casting up their eyes again to see if they 
could see her, they could not ; but they saw, in the very 
same place, a woman of great and princely stature, who 
was all armed in silver plates, with a sword girded at 
her waist, sheathed in a golden scabbard, and had hang- 
ing at her neck an ivory bow and a gilt quiver : tUs 
lady was of so great beauty, that she seemed almost to 
exceed the other ; but, in the same sort as the other 
did, upon a sudden she vanished away, leaving the 
champions no less troubled in their thoughts than before 
they were. The Christian knights had not long time 
bewailed the absence of the two ladies, but that, without 
seeing any body, they were stricken with such furious 
blows upon their backs, that they were constrained to 
stoop with one knee upon the ground ; yet with a trice 
they rose again, and looking then to see who they were 
that struck them, they perceived them to be the likeness 
of certain knights, which in great haste seemed to rua 
in at a door that was at one of the corners of the court | 
and with the great anger that the champions received, 
seeing themselves so hardly entreated, they followed 
with theit accustomed lightness aftei \h«\mi^\»«V^^ 
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the same door; -wherein they had not entered three 
steps, but that they fell down into a cave, which wa3 
eoTered over in such subtle sort, that whoever did tread 
on it, straightway fell into the cave, except he was ad- 
Tertised thereof before. Within the cave it was as dark 
as the silent night, and no light at all appeared ; but 
when the champions saw themselves treacherously be- 
trayed in the trap, they greatly feared some further mis* 
chief ivould follow, to their utter overthrow ; so with 
their swords drawn, they stood ready charged to make 
their defence against whatsoever should after happen : 
but by reason of the great darkness that they could not 
see any thing, neither discover wherein they were fal- 
len, they determined to settle themselves against some- 
thing, either post, pillar, or wall, and groping about the 
cave, they searched in every place for some other door 
that might bring them forth out of the darksome den, 
which they compared to the pit of hell. 

And as they went groping and feeling up and down, 
they found that they did tread upon no other things but 
dead men's bones, which caused them to stand still ; 
and not long after they espied a secret window, at which 
entered a little clearness, and gave some light into the 
den where they were, by "which they espied a bed most 
richly furnished with curtains of silk, and golden pen- 
dants, which stood in a secret room of the cave, hung 
with rich tapestry of sable colour ; which bed when the 
champions beheld, and being somewhat weary of their 
long fight which they had with the giants in the court 
of the castle, they required some rest, and desired to 
sleep upon the bed, but nut all at one instant, for they 
feared some danger to be at hand ; and therefore St. 
George, as one most willing to be their watchman, and 
keep sentinel in so dangerous a place, caused the other 
champions to take their repose upon the bed. and he 
-would be as wakeful as the cock against all dangerous 
accidents ; so the six Christian knights repaired to the 
bed, whereon they were no sooner laid, but presently 
they fell into a heavy enchanted sleep, in such sort that 
they could not be awaked by any manner of violence. 
The bed was enchanted by the necromancer's charms, 
in such manner, that whosoever but sate upon the sides, 
or but touched the ftirnitare of the bed, were presently 
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east into as heavy a sleep as if they had dnmk the 
juice of owaile, or the seed of poppy. Where we will 
leave them for a time, like men cast into a trance, and 
speak of the terrible adventure that happened to St. 
George in the cave ; who, little mistrusting of their en- 
chantments, stood like a careful guard, keeping the 
furious wolf from the spoil of the silly sheep : but upon 
a sudden his heart began to throb, and his hair to stand 
upright upon his head, yet, having a heart fraught with 
invincible courage, he purposed not to awake the other 
knights, but of himself to withstand whatsoever hap- 
pened ; so being in these princely cogitations, there ap- 
peared unto him, as he thought, the shape of a magician 
with a visage lean, pale, and full of wrinkles, with lucks 
of black hair hanging doMm to his shoulders, like to 
wreaths of envenomed snakes, and his body seemed to 
have nothing upon it but skin and bones, who spake 
unto St. George in this despiteful manner : 

•• In an evil hour," said the magician, " earnest thou 
hither, and so shall thy lodgings be, and thy entertain- 
ment worst ; for now thou art in a place where thou 
shalt look for no other thing but to be meat unto some 
furious beast, and thy surmounting strength shall not 
be able to make any defence.'* 

The English champion, whose heart was oppressed 
with extreme wrath, answered : " O false and accursed 
charmer, whom ill chance confound for thy condemned 
arts, and for whom the fiends have digged an everlasting 
tomb in- hell, what fury hath incensed thee, that with 
thy false and devilish charms thou dost practise so much 
evil against travelling and adventurous knights ? I hope 
to obtain my liberty in despite of all thy mischief, and 
with the strength of this arm to break all thy bones 
asunder." 

*' All that thou dost and wilt do, I suffer at thy hands,' ' 
replied the necromancer, " only for revenge that I will 
take of thee for the slaughter of my master's giants, 
which as yet lie murdered in the court, and that very 
quickly ;" and therewithal he went invisibly out of 
the cave ; so not long after at his back he heard a sud- 
den noise, and beheld as it were a window opening by 
little and little, whereat there appeared a clear light, by 
vhieh St* C^rge plainly perceived that tbe'va:i^&^«M 
f 
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dashed with blood, and likevise that the bones whereon 
they did tread at their first entry into the den were of 
human bodies, which appeared not to be very long since 
their flesh was torn off; but this consideration could 
not long endure with him, for that he heard a great rush- 
ing, and looking what it should be, he saw coming fortii 
of another den a mighty serpent with wings, as great 
in body as an elephant ; she had only two feet, which 
appeared out of that monstrous body but of a span 
length, and each foot had three claws of three spans in 
length ; she came with open mouth, of so monstrous 
and huge bigness, and so deformed, that a whole armed 
knight, horse and all, might enter in thereat ; she had 
upon her jaws two tusks, which seemed to be as shar^ 
as needles, and all her body was covered with sharp 
scales of divers colours ; and with great fury she camfe 
with her wings all abroad. St. George, although he had 
a valiant and undaunted mind, yet could he not choose 
but be troubled at the sight of so monstrous a beast. 
But considering with himself, that it was then time to 
have courage, and to be expert and valiant for to make 
his defence, he took his good cutting sword in his hand, 
and shrouded himself under his hard and strong shield, 
and tarried the coming of that ugly monster. But when 
the fiirious beast saw that there was a prey whereon she 
might employ her sharp teeth, she struck with her ve- 
nomous wings, and with her piercing claws she griped, 
and laid fast hold upon St. George's hard shield, pre- 
tending to have swallowed whole this courageous war- 
rior ; and fastening her sharp tusks upon his helmet, 
which she found so hard that she let go her hold, and 
furiously pulled at his target with such strength that she 
drew it from his arm : with that the English knight 
struck at her head a mighty and strong blow with his 
sword, but in no wise it could hurt her by reason of the 
hard scales wherewith it was covered, and though he 
gave her no wound, yet for all that she felt the blow in 
such sort, that it made her to recoil to the ground, and 
to fall upon her long and hideous tail ; then this valiant 
knight made great haste to redouble his force to strike 
her another blow, but all was in vain, for that upon a 
sadden she stretched herself so high, that he could not 
feach her head. But yet kind Fortune so favoured his 
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hind, thai he struck her upon the belly, \rhere she htl 
no defence with scales, nor any other thing bat feathers, 
whereout issued such abundance of black blood, that it 
sprinkled all the den about 

This terrible and furious serpent, when she felt her- 
self so sore wounded, struck at St. George such a terri* 
ble blow with her tail, that if he had not seen it coining 
it had been sufficient to hare parted his body in pieces ; 
the knight, to clear himself from the blow, fell flat upon 
the ground ; for he had no time to make any other de- 
fence. But that terrible blow was no sooner passed 
over him, but straightway he recovered his feet, at such 
time as the furious serpent came towards him. Here 
St George having a great confidence in his strength, 
performed such a valiant exploit, that all former adven- 
tures that have been ever done by any knight may be 
put in oblivion, and this kept in perpetual memory. For 
that he threw his sword out of his hand, and ran upon 
the serpent, and caught her betwixt his arms, and did so 
squeeze her, that the furious beast could not help her- 
self with her sharp claws, but only with her wings she 
beat him on every side. This valiant champion and 
noble warrior would never let her loose, but still remained 
holding her betwixt his arms, continuing this perilous 
and dangerous fight, till all his bright armour was em- 
brued with her bestial blood, by which occasion she 
lost a great part of her strength, and was not able long 
to continue. 

Long endured this great and dangerous encounter, 
and the infernal serpent remained fast unto the noble 
and valiant breast of the English knight, till such time 
as he plainly perceived that the monster began to wax 
faint, and to lose her strength. Likewise it could not 
be otherwise but St George waxed somewhat weary, 
considering the former fight he had so lately with the 
giants. Notwithstanding, when he felt the great weak- 
ness of the serpent, he animated himself with courage, 
and having opportunity, by reason of the quantity of 
blood that issued from her wounds, he took his trusty 
sword and thrust it into her heart, with such violence 
that he clove it in two pieces. So this infernal monster 
fell down dead unto the ground, and carried the Chris- 
tian champion with her, for that they m«t« tuX «\^iM^ 
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tofether ; bat by reason that the serpent lacked streiigth» 
be qoiokly cleared himself of her claws, and recoTered 
his sword. But when he saw certainly he was clear 
from the monster, and that she had yielded up her de- 
tested breath into the brittle air, he kneeled down and 
gave thanks to the happy queen of chance for his 
delivery. 

After the victory was obtained, and the monster dead, 
lie grew very weary and unquiet, and was constrained 
to sit and cool himself by a well, which was full of 
water, standing in a corner of the cave, from whence 
fhe monstrous serpent appeared and came forth. And 
when he found himself refreshed, he repaired to the 
enchanted bed, whereon the six champions lay sleeping, 
and dreamed of no such strange accident that had hap- 
pened unto him, to whom he purposed to reveal the 
true discourse of aU dangers that had befallen him in 
that accident. 

But no sooner approached he unto that enchanted 
bed, and setting himself down upon one end thereof, 
and thinking to begin his discourse, but he presently fell 
into a heavy and dead slumber. 

There will we leave them sleeping and dreaming upon 
the enchanted bed, not to be awakened by any means, 
and return to the necromancer, that was busied all the 
time of the serpent's encounter, with Leoger, in burying 
of the dead giants ; but he knew by his art that the 
serpent was slain, and likewise St. George oppressed 
with a charmed sleep, in company of the other champions, 
upon the enchanted bed, from whence he purposed that 
they never more should awake, but spend the rest of 
their fortunes in eternal sleeps. 

Whereupon by his devilish arts he caused lamps to 
bum continually before the entry of the cave, the pro- 
perties whereof were so strange, that so long as the 
lamps continued burning, the champions should never 
be waked ; and the fires should never be quenched but 
by the water of an enchanted fountain, which he like- 
wiae by magic art had erected in the middle of the 
eourt, guarded most strongly with sprites ; and the water 
should never be obtained but by a virgin which at her 
birth should have the form of arose lively pictured upon 
her breast. 
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These things being performed by the secrets of the 
magician's skill, added such a pleasure to Leoger'f 
heart, that he thought himself elevated higher than the 
towers uf his dwelling ; for he accounted no joy so pleas- 
ing unto his soul, as to see his mortal enemies capti- 
vated iu his power, and that the magician had done by 
hi:; art more than all the knights in Asia could perform 
by prowess. 

We will now not only leave the champions in their 
sleeps, dreaming of mo mishap, but also the magician 
with Leoger in the Black Castle, spending their time 
securely, careless of all ensuing danger, and speak now 
of the old shepherd, whom the champions, at their first 
entering in at the gates of the castle, left to look unto 
their warlike palfreys, as they fed upon the green grass ; 
which old man, when he could hear no news of the 
champions*^ return, he greatly mistrusted their confusion, 
and that by some treachery they were intercepted in 
their vowed revenge ; therefore he protested secretly 
with his own soul, if that for his sake so many brave 
champions had lost their lives, never to depart out of 
those fields, but to spend his days in sorrow. In this 
deep distress will my weary muse likewise leave this 
old shepherd mourning for the long absence of the 
English champion, and the other Christian knights, and 
turn unto St. George's valiant sons, whom we left travel- 
ling from the queen of Armenia's grave, with her un- 
happy daughter Rosana, to take revenge of her disloyal 
lord, being the knight of the Black Castle, of whose 
▼illanies you have heard so much before. 



CHAPTER IX. 
Thb valiant sons of St. George, to perform their knightly 
promises, and to accomplish what they had protested 
to Rosana, at the queen her mother's grave, which was, 
to bring her safely unto the Black Clastle, where her 
unkind father had his residence; first, they provided 
her a palfrey, or jennet, which was furnished with black 
caparisons, in sign of her heavy and discontented mind, 
and his forehead beautified with a spangled plume of 
feathers. 
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Where in her company they travelled day and night 
from the confines of Armenia, with successful fortune, 
till they happily arrived upon the island of the Black 
CasUe, where they were constrained to rest themselves 
many nights under the shadows of green-leaved trees ; 
where, instead of delicate fare, they were forced to 
satisfy their hunger with sweet oranges and ripe pome- 
granates, that grew very plentifully in that island. 

But at last, upon a morning, when the skies appeared 
in their sight very clear and pleasant, and at such time 
as when the sun began to spread his glittering beams 
upon the lofty mountains and stately cedars, they set 
forward on their journey, hoping before the closing in 
of the day's bright countenance to arrive at the Black 
Castle, being their long-wlshed-for haven and desired 
port. But entering into an unknown way and narrow 
path, not much used, they were intercepted by a strange 
and wonderful adventure. 

For as they travelled in those untrodden passages, 
spending the time in pleasant conference, without mis- 
trusting of any thing that should happen to them in that 
pleasant bland, upon a sudden, not knowing the occa- 
sion, their horses started, and rose up with their fore- 
feet, and turned backwards into the air in such sort, that 
they had almost unsaddled their .masters ; whereat the 
valiant knights upon a sudden looked round about them 
to see who or what it was that caused so much fear ; 
but when they perceived nothing, nor could conjecture 
what should be the occasion of such terror, they grew 
wonderfully troubled in mind. Then one began to en- 
courage the rest, saying, " Believe me, brethren, I much 
wonder what should be the cause of this alteration in 
our horses: hath some spirit glided by us? orreraaineth 
some devil among these bushes 7 Whatsoever it be, let 
us, by the power and favour of all good luck, attempt 
to kuow, and with our warlike weapons revenge the 
frighting of our horses ; for our minds are not daunted 
by the prowess of men, nor are we afraid of the fury 
of devils." 

These words being spoken with great courage and 
majesty, caused Rosana to smile, and to embolden her 
heart against all ensuing accidents. So presently they 
G4m« up to a liver which was both clear and deep, which 
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they judged to run quite through the middle of the 
island : aud so trayelling aloug by the river side, where 
within a little while their horses began again to startle, 
and to be wonderfully afraid. Whereupon the knights, 
casting about their vigilant eyes to see if they could per- 
ceive what it should be that made their horses so timor- 
ous, they espied a terrible monster in the shape and form 
of a satyr, or a wild man, who did cross over the island, 
of a wonderful great and strange make, who was as big 
and broad as any giant ; for he was almost four-square. 
His face'Vas three feet in length, and had but one eye, 
and that was in his forehead, which glittered like a 
blazing comet, or a fiery planet ; his body was covered 
all over with long and shaggy hair, and in his breast 
there was as though it had been glass, out of which 
there seemed a great and shining light to proceed. 

This monster directed his way towards certain rocks 
of stone which stood in the island, and by reason of 
the struggling and great noise that the horses made, he 
cast his head aside, and espied the three knights travel- 
ling In company of the lady. Upon whom he had no 
sooner cast his blazing eye, but with a devilish fury he 
ran towards them ; and instead of a club, he bare in his 
hand a great and knotty maple tree. 

These valiant knights never dismayed at the sight of 
thb deformed creature, but against his coming they 
cheered up their horses, and pricked their sides with 
their spurs, giving a great shout, as in sign of encour- 
agement ; and withal drawing forth their sharp-cutting 
swords, they stood attending the fury of the monster, 
who came roaring like a bull, and discharging his knotty 
tree against the magnanimous knights, who with light 
leaps cleared themselves from his violent blows, so that 
his club fell down to the ground with a terrible fall, as 
though with the violence it would have overthrown a 
castle. 

"With that the knights presently alighted from their 
horses, thinking thereby more nimbly to defend them- 
selves, and with more courage to assail the satyr. Many 
were the blows given on both sides, and dangerous the 
encounter, without sign of victory inclining to either 
party. 

But St. George*s sons so manfully behaved themselvot 
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in the eneoanter, bearing the prowess of their father ia 
mind, that they made very deep wounds in the monster's 
flesh, and such terrible gashes in his body, that the 
green grass was covered with his black blood, and the 
ground besmeared and strewed with his mangled flesh. 

When the devilish monster felt himself wounded, and 
saw how his blood stood upon the earth like congealed 
gore, he fled from them more swift than a whirlwind, or 
like an arrow forced from a musket, and ran in great 
haste to the rocks that stood thereby, where presently 
he threw himself into a cave, pulling down after him a 
rock of stone, which closed up the entry, which was 
done with so great lightness, that the knights had no 
time to strike him ; but, after a while, wondering with 
themselves to see such a strange and sudden thing, they 
essayed by strength to remove the stone, and clear the 
mouth of the cave, which they did not without great 
difficulty. 

Yet for all that, they could not find which way they 
might enter in thereat, but like unto lions fraught yrii, 
anger, fretting and chafing, they went searching round 
about the rock, to see if they could espy any entry, and 
at last they found a great cleft on the one side of the 
rock, and looking in thereat, espied the monster lying 
upon the floor, licking of his bleeding wpunds with his 
purple tongue. 

And seeing him, one of the knights said : " O thou 
traitor and destroyer by the high ways 1 O thou infernal 
devil and enemy unto the world ! thou that art the de- 
vourer of human flesh, and drinker of nran's blood, 
think not that this thy strong and fastclos'r^ up of thy- 
self in this rock of stone shall avail th«»5, or that thy 
devilish body shall escape unslaughte'ed out of our 
hands. No, no, our bloody weapons shall be sheathed 
in thy detested bowels, and rive Ihr damned heart 
asunder:" and therewithal they thrust their weapons 
through the cleft of the rock, and pierced his throat 
in such sort, that the monster presently died : which 
being done, they returned in triumph like conquerors 
to Rosana, where they found her half dead lying upon 
her palfrey. 

The next morning, by break of day, they approached 
the sight of the Black Castle, before whose walls they 
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found seren portly steeds, feeding 'within a green pas- 
ture, and by them an ancient man, bearing in his face 
the true picture of sorrow, and carving in the barks of 
trees the true subject of all his past grief. This man 
was the old shepherd which the Seven Champions of 
Gliristendom, before their enchanted sleeps in the castle, 
left without the gates to look after their horses, as you 
heard before in the last chapter. 

But St. George's sons, after they had awhile beheld 
the manner of the shepherd's silent lamentations, de- 
tiianded the cause of his grief, and wherefore he remained 
so near the danger of the castle. To whose demands 
the courteous old man answered in this manner : 

"Brave knights," said he, "for you seem to be no 
less by your princely demeanours, within this castle 
remaineth a bloody tyrant, and a wicked homicide, called 
Leoger, whose tyranny and lust hath not only ravished 
but murdered, two of my daughters, with whom I was 
honoured in my young years ; in whose revenge there 
came with me seven Christian knights, of seven several 
countries, that entered his accursed castle about seven 
days since, appointing me to stay without the gates, and 
to have a vigilant care of their horses, till I heard either 
news of the tyrant's confusion, or their overthrows. 
But never since by any means could I learn whether 
good or bad were befallen them." 

These words struck such a terror to their hearts, that 
for a time they stood speechless, imagining that those 
seven knights were the Seven Champions of Christendom, 
in whose pursuits they had travelled so many countries. 
But at last, when St. George's sons had recovered their 
speech, one of them (though not intending to reveal 
what they imagined) said to the old shepherd : 

** That likewise they came to be revenged upon that 
accursed knight, for the spoil of a beauteous and worthy 
virgin queen, done by the same lust-inflamed tyrant." 

Then the lady and the three knights alighted from 
their horses, and likewise committed them to the keep- 
ing of the old shepherd; who courteously received 
them, and earnestly prayed for their prosperous pro« 
ceedings. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Thb three knights buckled close their armours, laced on 
their helmets, and put their shields upon their arms, and in 
eompany of Rosana they went to the castle gate, which 
glittered against the sun like burnished gold ; whereat 
hnng a mighty copper ring, wherewith they beat so 
vehemently against the gate, that it seemed to rattle 
like a Tiolent tempestuous storm of thunder in the ele- 
ment 

Then presently there appeared, looking out of a mar- 
ble-pillared window, the magician, newly risen from his 
bed, in a wrought shirt of black silk, and covered with 
a night-gown of damask velvet ; and seeing the knights 
with the lady standing before the gate, he thus discourt- 
eously greeted them. 

** You knights of strange countries," said he, " for 
so doth it appear by your strange demeanours, if you 
desire to have the gates opened, and your bones buried 
in the vaults of our castle, turn back unto the jasper 
pillar beliind you, and sound the silver trumpet that 
hangs upon it, so shall your entry be easy, but your 
coming forth miraculous. ' ' And thereupon the magician 
left the window. 

Whereupon one of the knights went imto the jasper 
pillar, and with a vehement breath sounded the enchanted 
trumpet, as St. George did before, whereat the gates 
flew open in like manner ; whereinto, without disturb- 
ance, they entered; and coming into the same court 
where the champions had fought with the giants, they 
espied the enchanted lamps, which hung burning before 
the entry of the cave where the champions lay upon the 
enchanted bed. Under the lamps hung a silver tablet 
in an iron chain ; on it was written these words following : 

The fatal lamps, with their enchanted lights. 

In death's sad sleep have cast seven Christian knights: 

"Within this cave they lie with sloth confounded, 

"Whose fame but late in every place resounded : 

Except the flaming lamps extinguished be. 

Their golden thoughts shall sleep eternally. 

A fountain framed by Furies raised from hell, 
About whose spring dotb fear and Terror dwell. 
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No earthly water may safiice bat this. 
To queach the lamps where Art commander is ; 
No Wight alive this water may procure, 
But she that is a virgin chaste and pure. 
And Nature at her birth did so dispose, 
Upon her breast to print a purple rose. 

These yerses being perused by the three knights, and 
finding them, as it were, contrived in the manner of a 
mystical oracle, they could not imagine what they shoula 
signify. But Rosana, being of a quick understanding, 
presently knew that by her the adventures should be 
finished ; and therefore she encouraged them to a for- 
wardness, and to seek out the enchanted fountain, that 
by the water thereof the lamps might be quenched, and 
the seven champions delivered out of captivity. 

This importunate desire of Hosana caused the three 
young knights not to lose any time, but to search in 
every corner of the castle, till they had found the place 
wherein the fountain was. For as they went towards 
the north side of the court, they espied another little 
door standing in the wall, and when they came to it they 
saw that it was made all of very strong iron, with a 
portal of steel, and in the key-hole thereof was a 
brazen key, with which they opened it, whereat pre- 
sently (unto their wonderful amazements) they heaxd a 
very sad and sorrowful voice breath forth these words 
following : 

'* Let no man be so fool-hardy, as to enter here ; for it is a 
place of terror and confusion." 

Yet for all this they entered in thereat, and would not 
be daunted with any fear, but, like knights of heroical 
estimation, they went forward : wherein they were no 
sooner entered, but they saw that it was wonderful dark, 
and it seemed unto them that it should be a very large 
hall, and there they heard very fearful bowlings, as 
though there had been a legion of hell-hounds, or that 
Pluto's dog had been vicegerent of that place. Yet for 
all this, these valiant knights did not lose any of their 
accustomed courage, nor would the lady leave their 
companies for any danger at all ; but they entered in 
further, and took off their gauntlets from their left 
hands, whereon they wore marvellous great and fine 
diamonds which were set in rings, that gave so much 
light ttiat they might plainly 96% «U things that were ia 
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the hall, which was rery great and wide, and upon the 
walls were painted the figures of many furious fiends, 
devils, with other strange visions, framed by magio art, 
only to terrify the beholders. But looking very circum- 
spectly about them on every side, they espied the en- 
chanted fountain standing directly in the middle of the 
hall, towards which they went with their shields braced 
on their left arms, and their good swords charged in 
their right hands, ready to withstand any dangerous ac- 
cident whatsoever should happen. 

But coming to the fountain, and offering to fill their 
helmets with water, there appeared before them a strange 
and terrible grifiin, which seemed to be all of fiaming 
fire, who struck all the three knights, and one after 
another, in such sort, that they were forced to recoil 
back a great way. Yet notwithstanding, with discretion 
they kept themselves upright, and with a wonderful 
lightness, accompanied with no less anger, they threw 
their shields at their backs, and taking their swords in 
both their hands, they began most fiercely to assail the 
griffin vrith mortal and strong blows. Then presently 
there appeared before them a whole legion of devils with 
flesh hooks in their hands, spitting forth flames of fire, 
and breathing from their nostrils smoking sulphur and 
brimstone. In this terrible sort tormented they these 
three valiant knights, whose years although they were 
but young, yet with great wrath and redoubled force 
adventured they themselves against this hellish crew, 
striking such terrible blows that in spite of them they 
came unto the fountain, and proffered to take of the 
water ; but all in vain, for they were not only put from 
it by this devilish company, but the water itself glided 
firom their hands. 

But during the time of these dangerous encounters, 
Rosana stood like one bereft of sense, through the ter- 
ror of the same : bat at last, remembering herself of the 
superscription written in the silver tablet, which the 
knights perused by the enchanted lamps ; the signifi- 
cation of which was, •• That the quenching of the 
lights should be accomplished by a pure virgin that had 
the lively form of a rose naturally pictured upon her 
breast;" all which Rosana knew most certainly to be 
comprehended in herself: therefore whilst they con- 
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tinued in their dangerous fight, she took up & helmet 
that was pulled from one of the knight's heads by the 
furious force of the griffin, and ran unto the fountain, 
and filled it with water, wherewith she quenched the 
enchanted lamps, with as much ease as though one had 
dipped a waxen torch in a mighty river of water. 

This was no sooner done and finished, to Rosana's 
contentment, but the skies began to wax dark, and im- 
mediately to be overspread with a black and thick cloud, 
and it came with great thundering and lightnings, and 
such a terrible noise, as though the earth would have 
sunk ; and the longer it endured, the more was the fury 
thereof : in such sort that the griffin, with all that de- 
luded generation of spirits, vanished away, and the 
knights forsook their encounters, and fell upon their 
knees, and with great humility they desired in their 
hearts to be delivered from the fury of that exceeding 
and terrible tempest. 

By this sudden alteration of the heavens, the Knight 
of the Castle knew that the lamps were extinguished, 
the champions redeemed from their enchanted sleeps, 
the castle yielded to the pleasure of the three knights, 
and his own life to the fury of their swords, except he 
preserved it by a sudden flight ; so presently he departed 
the castle, and secretly fled out of the island unsuspected 
by any one: of whose after fortunes, miseries, and 
death, you shall hear more hereafter. 

The necromancer by his art likewise knew that the 
castle was yielded into his enemies' power, and his 
charms and magic spells nothing prevailed, therefore he 
caused two airy spirits, in the likeness of two dragons, 
to carry him swiftly through the air in an ebon chariot. 

Here we likewise will leave him, in his wicked and 
deviKsh attempts and damned enterprises, which shall 
be discoursed hereafter more at large ; because it apper- 
taineth to our history now to speak of the Seven Re- 
nowned Champions of Christendom, that by the quench- 
ing of the lamps were awaked from their enchantments, 
wherein they had lain in obscurity for the space of seven 
days. For when they were risen from t^«•ir sleep, and 
had roused up their drowsy spirits, like mt.. 3ewly re- 
covered from a trance, being ashamed of that disho- 
nourable enterprise, they long time gazed on each other's 
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fMe, being not &ble to ezpreti their minds batbyUoih- 
ing looks, being the silent speakers of their extreme 
sorrows ; yet at last St. George began to express the ex* 
tremity of his grief in this manner : 

" What is become of you, brave European champions t 
where is now your wonted valours, of late so much re« 
nowned through the world? what is become of your 
sormounted strengths, that hath bruised enchanted hel* 
mets, and quelled the power of mighty multitudes ? what 
Is become of your terrible blows, that have subdued 
mountains, hewed asunder diamond armours, and brought . 
whole kingdoms under your subjection ? Now I see that 
all is forgotten, and nothing worth, for that we have 
buried all our honours, dignities, and fames, in slothful 
slumbers upon a silken bed.'* 

And thereupon he fell upon his knees, and said, 
**Thou that art the guiderof all our fortunes, unto thee 
I invocate and call, and desire thee to help us, and do 
not permit us to have our fames taken away for this 
dishonour ; and let us merit dignity by our victories, 
and that our bright renowns may ride upon the glorious 
wings of Fame ; whereby the babes as yet unborn may 
speak of us. and in time to come fill whole volumes 
with our princely achievements." 

These and stTch-like speeches pronounced this discon- 
tented champion, till such time as the elements cleared, 
and that golden-faced Phoebus glittered with resplendent 
brightness into the cave through a secret hole, which 
seemed in their conceits to dance about the veil of 
heaven, and to rejoice at their happy deliveries. 

In this joyful manner returned they up to the court 
of the castle, with their armours buckled fast unto their 
bodies, which had not been unbraced in seven days be- 
fore ; where they met with the three knights coming to 
salute them, and to give them the courtesies of knight- 
hood. 

But when St. George saw his sons, whom he had not 
seen in two years before, he was so ravished with joy, 
that he swooned in their bosoms, being not able to give 
them his blessing ; so great was the pleasure he took in 
their sights. 

Here I leave this joyful greeting betwixt the father 
and his sons, to those that know the secret lore of parents 
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to their chUdren, and what dear affection long abienee 
breedeth. For vrhen they had sufficiently opened the 
integrity of their souls to each other, and had at large 
explained how many dangers every knight and cham- 
pion had passed since their departure from England, 
when as they began their first intended pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem, as you heard in the beginning of this book, 
they determined to search the castle, and to find out 
Leoger, with his associate, the wicked enchanter, that 
they might receive due punishments for their committed 
offences ; but they, like wily foxes, were fled from the 
hunter's traps, and had left the empty castle to the spoil 
of the christian champions. But when Rosana saw her 
dismissed from her purpose, and that she could not per- 
form her mother's will against her disloyal father, she 
protested by her mother's name, ** never to close her 
cheerful eyes with quiet slumbers, nor even rest her 
weary limbs in bed of down, but travel up and down 
the circled earth, till she enjoyed a sight of hor disloyal 
father, whom as yet her eyes did never see.'* 

Therefore she conjured the champions, by the love 
and honour that knights do bear unto poor distressed 
ladies, to grant her liberty to depart, and not to hinder 
her intended travel. 

The knights considered with themselves that she was 
a lady, born unto some strange fortune, and one by the 
heavens appointed, who had redeemed them from a 
wonderful misery : therefore they condescended to her 
desires ; and not only gave her leave to depart, but fur- 
nished her with all things belonging to a lady of so brave 
a mind. 

First, they found within the castle an armour fit for 
a woman, which the enchanter had caused to be made 
by magic art, of such a singular nature that no weapon 
could pierce it, and so light in wearing that it weighed 
no heavier than a tiger's skin. It was contrived after 
the Amazonian fashion ; plated before with silver plates, 
like the scales of a dolphin, and riveted together with 
golden nails. So that when she had it upon her back, 
she seemed like a Diana hunting in the forest of trans- 
formed Acteon. 

Likewise they found standing in the stable, at the 
east end of the castle, a lusty-limbed steed, bifi ol tU^tam 



924 TRS BSVBN CHAMPIONB 

and of & yery good colour ; for the half part forwndi, 
was of the colour of a wolf, and the other half all blaek, 
aaving that here and there it \raa spotted with little 
white spots. His feet were cloven, so that he needed 
not at any time to be shod: his neck was somewlutt 
long, having a little head, with great ears hanging down 
like a hound. His pace was with great majesty ; and 
he so doubled his neck, that his mouth touched his 
breast : there came out of his mouth two great tusks, 
like unto an elephant. This likewise bestowed they 
upon the lady, which did more content her mind than 
any thing that ever her eyes had seen before that time. 
Also the ten Christian knights gave her, at her departure, 
ten diamond rings, continually to wear upon her fingers, 
in the perpetual remembrance of her courtesy. 

This done, without any longer stay, but only thank- 
ing them for the great kindness showed unto her in dis-^ 
tress, she leaped into the saddle without the help of 
stirrup, and so rode speedily away from their sights. 

After her departure, the champions remembered the 
old shepherd, whom they had almost forgotten through 
the joy that they took in their happy meetings : he as 
yet remained without the castle gates, carefully keep- 
ing their horses ; whom now they caused to come in, 
and not only gave him the honour due unto his age. but 
bestowed frankly upon him the state and government 
of the castle, with store of jewels, pearls, and treasures, 
only to be maintained and kept for the relief of poor 
travellers. 

This being performed with their general consents, 
they spent the remnant of the day in banqueting and 
other pleasant conference of their passed adventures : 
and when the night with her sable clouds had overspread 
the day's delightful countenance, they betook them to 
their rests. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Most sweet were the sleeps that these princely-minded 
champions took in the castle all the first part of the 
tight ; but betwixt twelve and one, inch a strange alter* 
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ation did work in St. George's thought, that he could 
not enjoy the benefit of sweet sleep, and was forced to 
lie broad awake, like one disquieted by some sudden 
fear : but as he lay with wakeful eyes, thinking upon 
his past fortunes, he heard, as it were, a cry of night 
ravens, which flew beating their fatal wings against the 
windows of his lodging, by which he imagined that 
some direful accident was near at hand : yet being not 
frighted with this fearful noise, nor daunted with the 
croaking of these ravens, he lay still silent, not reveal- 
ing it to any of the other champions, that lay in the six 
several beds in the same chamber : but at last, being 
between sleeping and waking, he heard as it were, the 
voice of a sorrowful knight, that constrained these 
words following : 

"O thou invincible knight of England, thou that art 
not frighted with this sorrowful dwelling, wherein thou 
canst see nothing but torments, rise up, I say, from thy 
sluggish bed, and with thy undaunted courage and 
■trong arm break the charm of my enchantment.'* 

And therewithal he seemed to give a most terrible 
groan, and so ceased. This unexpected noise caused 
St. George to arise from his bed, and to buckle on his 
armour, and to search about the castle to see if he might 
find the place that harboured the knight that made such 
sorrowful lamentations. 

So going up and down by-corners in the castle all the 
latter part of the night, without finding the adventure 
of this strange voice, or disturbance by any other means, 
but that he was hindered from his natural and quiet 
sleep ; by the break of day, when the dark night began 
to withdraw her sable curtains, and to give Aurora 
liberty to display her purple brightness, he entered into 
a four-square parlour, hung round about with black 
cloth, and other mournful habiliments ; where on the one 
side of the same he saw a tomb, covered likewise with 
black, and upon it there lay a man with a pale colour, whf 
at certain times gave most grievous sighs, caused by bum 
ing flames that proceeded from under the tomb, being 
such that it seemed that his body therewith should b« 
converted into coals : the flame thereof was so stinking^ 
that it made St. George somewhat to retire fu)m tht 
place wher^ he did see that most fewftil f pectacn* 
Q 
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lie which lay upon the tomb, casting hii eyes ftside» 
espied St George, and knowing him to be a human 
creature, with an afflicted voice he said, " Who art 
thou, sir knight, that art come into this place of sorrow^ 
where nothing is heard but clamours of fear and terror V 

•'Nay, tell me," said St. George, ** who thou art, 
that witli so much grief dost demand of me that which 
X stand in doubt to reveal to thee." 

•• I am the king of Babylon," answered he, ** which^ 
without all consideration, with my cruel hand did 
pierce through the white and delicate breast of my be-* 
loved daughter. Woe be to me, and woe unto my soul 
therefore ; for she at once did pay her offence by death, 
but I, a most miserable wretch, with many torments do 
die living." 

When this worthy champion St. George was about to 
answer him. he saw come forth from under the tomb a 
damsel, who had her hair of a yellow colour, hanging 
down about her shoulders ; and by her face she seemed 
that she should be very strangely afflicted with torments ; 
and with a sorrowful voice she said : 

*' O unfortunate knight, what dost thou seek in this 
infernal lodging, where cannot be given thee any other 
pleasure but mortal torment 1 and there is but one thing 
that can clear thee from it, and this cannot be told thee 
by any other but by me ; yet I will not express it, ex- 
cept thou wilt grant me one thing, which I will ask of 
thee." 

The English champion, that with a sad countenance 
stood beholding of the sorrowful damsel, and being 
greatly amazed at the sight which he had seen, answered 
and said : 

•• The powers which are governors of my liberty will 
do their pleasures ; but touching the grant of thy re- 
quest, I never denied any lawful thing to either lady or 
gentlewoman, but with all my power and strength I was 
made to fulfil the same : therefore demand what thy 
pleasure is ?" and with that the damsel threw herself 
into the sepulchre, and with a grievous voice she said : 
" Now, most courteous knight, perform thy promise ; 
strike but three strokes upon this fatal tomb, and thoa 
shalt deliver us from a world of miseries, and Ukewisa 
make an end of our continual torments." 
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Tb?n the invincible knight replied in this order : 
*• Whether jou be human creatures," said he, ** placed 
in this sepulchre by enchantment, or furies raised from 
fiery Acheron to work my confusion, I know not ; 
and there is so little truth in this infernal castle, that 
I stand in douht whether I may believe thy words 
or not : hut yet discourse unto me the truth of all your 
past fortunes, and by what means you were brought 
into this place, and as I am a true knight, and one that 
fights in the quarrel of Christendom, I vow to accomplish 
whatsoever lieth in my power." 

. Then the damsel began with a sorrowful lamentation 
to declare as strange a tragedy as ever was told ; and 
lying in the fatal sepulchre, unseen of St. George, 
with a hollow voice, like a murdered lady whose bleed- 
ing soul as yet did feel the terrible stroke of her death, 
she repeated this pitiful tale following. 



CHAPTER XII. 

" In famous Bab} Ion some time reigned a king, who had 
only one daughter, that was very fair, whose name was 
Angelica, humble, wise, and chaste ; who was beloved 
of a mighty duke, and a man wonderful cunning in the 
Black Art. This magician better deserved the govern- 
ment than any other in the kingdom, and was very well 
esteemed throughout all Babylon, almost equally with 
the king: for which there engendered in the king's 
heart a secret rancour and hatred towards him. Th6 
magician cast his love upon the young princess Angelica, 
and it was ordained by destiny that she should repay 
him with the same affection ; so that both their hearts 
being wounded with love, the one to the other, they 
endured sundry great passions. 

"Then Love, which continually seeketh occasioni, 
did on a time set before this magician a waiting-maid 
of Angelica's, named Fidelia, which seemed to be 
wrought by the immortal power of the goddess Yenus* 
Oh in what fear the magician was to discover unto het 
iJl his heart, and to bewray the secrets of his love-sick 
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toul ! But in the end, by the great industry and diligence 
of the waiting-maid, (whose name was answerable unto 
her mind,} there was order gi?en that these two lovers 
should meet together. 

*' Tliis fair Angelica, for that she could not at her ease 
enjoy her true lover, did determine to leave her own 
natural country and father; and with this intention* 
being one night with her love, she cast her arms about 
bis neck, and said : 

•* • O my sweet and well-beloved friend, seeing that 
my destinies have been so kind to me as to have my 
heart linked in thy breast, let no man find in thee ingra- 
titude, for that 1 cannot live except continually I enjoy 
thy sight ; and do not muse, my lord, at these my words, 
for the entire love that I bear to you constraineth me to 
make it manifest : and this believe of a certi^inty, that 
if thy sight be absent from me, it will be an occasion 
that my heart will lack his vital recreation, and my soul 
forsake her earthly habitation. You know, my lord, 
how that the king my father doth bear you no good 
will, but doth hate you from his soul ; which will be an 
occasion that we cannot enjoy our hearts' contentments : 
for the which I have determined (if you think well 
thereof) to leave both my father and my native country, 
and to go and live with you in a strange land. And if 
you deny me this, you shall very quickly see your lov- 
ing lady without life. But I know you will not deny 
me, for thereon consisteth the benefit of my welfare, 
and my chiefest prosperity.* And therewithal shedding 
a few tears from her crystal eyes, she held her peace. 

•• The magician, as one half-ravished with her earnest 
desires, answered and said : 

** • My love and sweet mistress, wherefore have you 
any doubt that I will not fulfil and accomplish your de- 
sire )n all things ? Therefore out of hand put all things 
in reidiness that your pleasure is to have done; for 
what ;nore benefit or content can I receive, than to en- 
joy your sight continually, in such sort that neither of 
us may depart from the other's company, till the fatal 
Destinies give end to our lives ?' 

" After this, within a few days, the magician by his 
enchantment caused a chariot to be made, that was 
drawn by flying dragons; into which, without being 
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eipied of any one, they put themselves, together with 
their trusty waiting-maid, and in great secrecy they 
departed out of the king's palace, and took their journey 
toward the country of Armenia ; into which country 
in a short time they arrived, and came without any 
misfortune unto a place where deep rivers did continually 
strike upon a rock, upon which stood an old building, 
wherein they intended to inhabit, as a most convenient 
place for their dwelling ; whereat they might, without all 
fear of being found, live peaceably, enjoying each other's 
love. And not far from that place there was a small 
Tillage, from whence they might have necessary provi- 
sion for the maintaining of their bodies. ^ 

*' Great joy and pleasure these two lovers received, 
when they found themselves in such a place. The ma- 
gician delighted in no other thing but to go hunting 
with certain country dwellers, that inhabited in the next 
village, leaving his sweet Angelica, accompanied with 
her trusty Fidelia, in that house. 

•• So in this order they lived together four years, 
spending their days in great pleasure ; but in the end. 
Time (who never rested in one degree) did take from 
them their rest, and repaid them with sorrow and extreme 
misery. For when the king her father found her miss- 
ing, the sorrow and grief was so much that he received, 
that he kept his chamber a long time, and would not be 
comforted of any body. 

*' Four years he passed away in great heaviness, fill- 
ing the court with echoes of his beloved daughter, and 
making the skies to resound his lamentations. But at 
last, upon a time as he sat in his chair, lamenting her 
absence with great heaviness, and being overcharged 
with grief, he chanced to fall into a troublesome dream ; 
for after,quiet sleep had closed up his eyes, he dreamed 
that he saw his daughter standing upon a rock by the 
sea-side, offering to cast her body into the waves before 
she would return to Babylon, and that he beheld her 
lover, with an army of satyrs and wild men, ready fur- 
nished with habiliments of war to pull him from his 
throne, and to deprive him of his kingdom. 

" Out of this vision he presently started from his 
chair, as though it had been one fdghted with a legion 
of spfaits, and caused four of the cb{et '^««t% ^ \i2A>aKDi^ 
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to be tent for, to whom he committed the f oYcmaent 
of his country, certifying them that he intended a 
Toy age to the sepulchre at Memphis, thereby to qualify 
the fury of his daughter's ghost, whom he dreamed to -sbe 
drowned in the seas, and that except he sought by .tcue 
submission to appease the angry Fates, whom he .bad 
oflfended, he should be deposed from his kingdom. 

*' None could withdraw him from his determination, 
though it was to the prejudice of the whole land: 
therefore within twenty days he furnished himself with 
all necessaries, as well of armour and martial furniture 
as of gold and treasure, and so departed Arom Baby (on 
priraffcly and alone, not suffering any other to bear him 
company. 

" But he travelled not as he told his lords, after any 
ceremonious order, but like a blood-hound, searching 
country after country, nation by nation, and kingdom 
by kingdom, that after a barbarous manner he might- be 
lerenged upon his daughter for her disobedience : #nd 
as he trayelled, there was no cave, den, wood, ot wil- 
derness, but he furiously entered, and diligently searched 
for his Angelica. 

*' At last, by strange fortune he h^>pened into Ar- 
menia, near unto the place whereat his daughter had 
her residence ; where, after he had intelligence, by the 
commons of the country, that she remained in an old 
mined building on the top of a rock near at hand, with- 
out any more delay he travelled to the place, at suoli a 
time as the magician her husband was gone about his ac- 
customed hunting ; where coming to the gate, and find- 
ing it locked, he knocked thereat so furiously, that be 
made the noise resound all the house over witb the re- 
doubling echo. 

*' When Angelica heard one knock, she came unto 
the gate, and with all speed she did open it ; where 
when she thought to embrace him, thinking it to be her 
lover, she saw that it was her father, and with a sudden 
alteration she gave a great shriek, and ran with all the 
speed she could back into the house. 

"Uer father, being angry, like a furious lion followed 
her, saying, * It doth little avail thee. Angelica, to run 
away, for thou shalt die by this levengeAU hand, paying 
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me with tlij death the dishonour that my erown hath 
reeeived by thy flight.* 

*' So he followed her till he came to the chamber 
where her waiting-maid Fidelia was, who likewise pre- 
sently knew the king ; upon whose wrathful countenance 
appeared the image of pale death ; and fearing the harm 
that might happen unto her lady, she put herself over 
her lady's body, and gave most terrible loud shrieks. 
' *' The king, as one kindled in wrath, and forgetting 
the natural love of a father towards his child, laid hands 
ttpon his sword, and said : ' It doth not profit thee, An- 
gelica, to fly from thy death, for thy desert is such that 
thou canst not escape from it ; for here mine own arm 
shall be the killer of my own flesh, and I unnaturally 
hate that which nature itself commanded me especially 
to love.* 

*'Then Angelica with a countenance more red than 
tearlet, answered and said : ' Ah, my lord and father ! 
will yon be now as cruel unto me, as you had wont to 
be kind t Appease your wrath, and withdraw your un- 
merciful sword, and hearken unto this which I say, in 
discharging myself of that you charge me withal. You 
•hall understand, my lord and father, that I was over- 
eome and constrained by Love for to love, forgetting all 
Iktherly love and duty towards your majesty : yet for 
all that, having power to accomplish the same, it was 
not to your dishonour, in that I live honourably with 
my husband.' Then the king (with a visage fraught 
with terrible anger, more like a dragon in the woods of 
Hyrcania than a man by nature) answered and said: 

" ' Thou viperous brat, degenerate from nature's kind I 
thou wicked traitor to thy generation ! what reason hast 
thon to make this false excuse, whereas thou hast com- 
mitted a crime that deserves more punishment than hu- 
man nature can inflict 1' 

" And in saying these words, be lifted up his sword. 
Intending to strike her into the heart, and to bathe his 
weapon in his own daughter's blood : whereat Fidelia 
being present, gave a terrible shriek, and threw herself 
upon the body of unhappy Angelica, ofibring her tender 
breast to the fury of his sharp-cutting sword, only to 
fet at liberty her dear lady and mistress. 

** But when tlie fqrioos king saw Ket \a lVk^%cR\^«a£KA 
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Iter defence, he pulled her off by the hair of her head^ 
offering to trample her delicate body under his feet, 
thereby to make a way, that he might execute his de- 
termined purpose without resistance of any. 

** Fidelia, when she saw the king determined to kill 
his daughter, like unto a lioness, she hung about his 
neck, and said : ' Thou monstrous murderer, more cruel 
than the mad dogs in Egypt, why dost thou determine 
to slaughter the most chaste and loyalest lady in the 
world, even she within whose lap untamed lions will 
come and sleep, thou art thyself, 1 say, the occasion of 
all this evil, and thine only is the fault ; for that thyseif 
wert so malicious, and so full of mischief, that she 
durst not let thee understand of her love.* 

" These words and tears of Fidelia did little profit to 
mollify the king's heart, who, rather like a wild boar in 
the wilderness being compassed about with a company 
of dogs, most irefully shook his limbs, and threw Fidelia 
from him, in such sort . that he had almost dashed her 
brains against the chamber walls ; and with double wrath 
he proceeded to execute his fury. Yet, for all this, 
Fidelia with terrible shrieks sought to hinder him, till 
such time as with his cruel hand he thrust his sword 
into her lady's breast, so that it appeared forth at her 
back, whereby her soul was forced to leave her terres- 
trial habitation. 

•• The ireful king, when he beheld his daughter's 
blood sprinkled about the chamber, and that by his own 
hands it was committed, he repented himself of the 
deed, and cursed the hour wherein the first motion of 
such a crime entered into his mind, wishing the hand 
that did it ever after might be lame, and the heart that 
did contrive it to be pli^ued with more extremities than 
was miserable CEdipus. 

•• In this manner the unfortunate king repented his 
daughter's bloody tragedy, with this determination, not 
to stay till the magician returned from his hunting exer- 
cise, but to exclude himself from the company of all 
men, and to spend the remnant of his loathsome life 
among untamed beasts in some wild wilderness. Upon 
this resolution he departed the chamber, and withal 
said ; ' Farewell, thou lifeless body of my Angelica ; 
and maj thjr bloodt which I hare tpUt, crare vengeance 
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of the Fates against my guilty soul ; for xnj earthly 
body shall endure a miserable punishment* 

" Fidelia, after the departure of the king, used such 
violent fury against herself, both by rending her hair, 
and tearing her face with her nails, that she rather 
seemed an infernal fury, subject to wrath, than an 
earthly creature furnished with clemency. She sat over 
Angelica's body, wiping her bleeding bosom with a 
damask scarf, which she pulled from her waist, and 
bathing her dead body in lukewarm tears, which forci- 
bly ran down from her eyes like an overflowing fountain. 

•• In this woful manner spent the sorrowful Fidelia 
that unhappy day, till bright Phoebus went into the 
western part At which time the magician returned 
from his accustomed hunting, and finding the door open, 
he entered into Angelica's chamber, where when he 
found her body weltering in congealed blood, and be- 
held how Fidelia sat weeping over her bleeding wounds, 
he cursed himself, for that he accounted his negligence 
the occasion of her death, in that he had not left her in 
more safety. But when Fidelia had certified him, how 
that by the hands of her own father she was slaughtered ; 
(who, after ranging about the country like a frantic man, 
returned near to the spot where the cruel tragedy was 
committed;) he began to rage against black Destiny, 
and to fill the air with terrible exclamations. 

•• • Oh cruel murderer V said he, • crept from the 
womb of some untamed tiger ; I will be so revenged 
upon thee, unnatural king, that all ages shall wondei 
at thy misery. And likewise thou, unhappy virgin, 
Shalt endure like punishment, in that thy accursed 
tongue hath noised this fatal deed in my ears ; the one 
for committing the crime, and the other for reporting it. 
For I will cast such deserved vengeance upon your 
heads, and place your bodies in such continual torments, 
that you shall lament my lady's death, leaving alive the 
fame of her with ypur lamentations.* 

•* And in saying these words, he drew a book out of 
his bosom, and in reading certain charms and enchant- 
ments, that were therein contained, he made a great 
and very black cloud appear in the skies, which was 
brought by terrible high winds, in which he took theca 
I'P both, and brought them into tbe eu,c\vaiL\j&^ <i^>\«» 



834 THS 8XVXN CHAMPIONS 

where erer since they hare remained in this tomb 
cruelly tormented with unquenchable flre» and must 
for ever continue in the same extremity, except some 
courteous knight will rouchsafe to give but three bio vs 
upon the tomb, and break the enchantment. 

"Thus have you heard, magnanimous knight, the 
true discourse of my unhappy fortunes. And the vir- 
gin wliich for the true love she bore unto her lady was 
committed to this torment is myself; and this pale body 
lying upon the tomb is the unhappy Babylonian king, 
which unnaturally murdered his own daughter ; and the 
magician which committed all these villanies is that 
accursed wretch, which by his charms and deTilish 
enchantments hath so strongly withstood your exieoun« 
ters/* 

These words were no sooner finished, but St. Oeoi^ge 
drew out his sharp cutting sword, and gave three 
blows upon the enchanted tomb ; whereat presently ap- 
peared the Babylonian king standing before him, attired 
in rich robes, with an imperial diadem upon his head, 
and that lady standing by him, with a countenance more 
beautiful than the damask rose. 

When St. George beheld them, he was not able to 
speak for joy, nor to utter his mind, so exceeding was 
the pleasure that he took in their sights ; so without any 
circumstance, he took them betwixt both his hands, and 
led them into the chamber, where he found the other 
knights newly risen from their beds ; to whom he re- 
vealed the true discourse of the past adventure, and 
by what means he redeemed the king and lady from 
their enchantments : which to them was as great joy as 
before it was to St. George. 

So, after they had for some six days refreshed them- 
selves in the castle, they generally intended to accom- 
pany the Babylonian king into his country, and to place 
him again in his kingdom. 

In which travel we will leave the Christian knights to 
the conduct of Fortune, and return again to Rosana, 
who, as yuu heard before, departed from the castle in 
the pursuit of her disloyal father. 
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CHAPTER XIII 

' The Christian champions had alain the seren giants In 
the enchanted castle, and had made conquest thereof. 
Disloyal Leoger, being lord of the same, secretly fled, 
not for anger of the loss, but for the preservation of his 
life. So in grief and terror of conscience he wandered, 
like a fugitive, up and down the world ; sometimes re- 
membering of his past prosperity, other times think- 
ing upon the rapes he had committed, how disloyally in 
former times he had left the queen of Armenia big with 
child, bearing in her womb the stain of honour and the 
confusion of her reputation. Sometimes his guilty 
mind imagined that the bleeding ghosts of the two sis- 
ters, whom he both ravished and murdered, followed 
him up and down, haunting his ghost with fearful excla- 
mations, and filling each comer of the earth with cla- 
mours of revenge. 

In this manner he travelled up and down, filling all 
places with echoes of his sorrow and grief ; which brought 
him into such a perplexity, that many times he would 
have slain himself, and have rid his wretched soul from 
a world of miseries. 

But it happened that one morning very early, by the 
first light of Titan's golden torch, he entered into a 
narrow and straight path, which conducted him into a 
very thick and solitary forest ; wherein with much sor- 
row he travelled till such time as glittering Phoebus had 
passed the half part of his journey : and being weary 
with the long way, and the great weight of his armour, 
he was forced to take some rest and ease under some 
green myrtle trees ; whose large leaves shadowed a very 
fair and clear fountain, whose stream made a bubbling 
murmer on the pebbles; and laying down upon the 
green grass, he closed up the closets of his eyes, in 
hope to repose himself in a quiet sleep, and to abandon 
all discontented thoughts : in which silent contempla- 
tions we will leave him for a while, and return to Rosana 
the queen's daughter of Armenia, whom you remember 
likewise departed from the Black Castle in the pursuit 
of her disloyal father, whom the never in her lif« \^* 
Md. 
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Tills courteous lady travelled up and down itrange 
eountrlet with many aweary step, yet never could she 
meet with her unkind father, unto whom she was com- 
manded to give her mother's letter ; neither could she 
hear, in any place wheresoever she came, where she 
might go to seek him. In which travel she met with 
strange adventures, which with great honour to her name 
the finished ; yet still she wandered over hills and dales, 
mountains and valleys, and through many solitary 
woods, till at last she happened by fortune into the wil- 
derness wherein this discontented knight lay sleeping 
upon the green grass ; near to which place she likewise 
reposed herself under the branches of a chestnut tree, 
desiring to take some rest after her long travel. 

But upon a sudden, being betwixt waking and sleep- 
ing, she heard towards her left hand a very dolorous 
groan, as it were of some sorrowful knight, which was 
BO terrible, heavy, and bitter, that it made her to give 
an attentive ear unto the sound, and to see if she could 
hear and understand what it should be. 

So, with making the least noise that she could possi- 
bly, she arose up, and went towards the place, whereas 
she might see who it was ; and there she beheld a knight 
very well armed, lying upon the grass, under a certain 
myrtle tree. His armour was all russet, and full of bars 
of black steel, which showed to be a very sad, sorrow- 
ful, and heavy enamelling, agreeable to the inward sad- 
ness of his heart. He was somewhat of a big stature 
of body, and well proportioned, and there seemed by 
his disposition to be in his heart great grief. Where, 
after she had awhile stood in secret, beholding his sor- 
rowful countenance, in a woful manner he tumbled his 
restless body upon the green grass, and with a sad and 
heavy look he breathed forth this lamentation : 

"Oh heavy and perverse Fortune," said he, "why 
dost thou consent that I, so vile and cruel a wretch, do 
breathe so long upon the earth ; I am confounded with 
the curse of sad mischance, for wronging that maiden 
queen of Armenia, in the spoil of whose virginity 1 
made a triumphant conquest. Where was thine under^ 
standing, when thou forsookest that gracious princess, 
who not only yielded to thee her liberty, love, and 
hoDOUT, but therewith a kiDgdom, and a goldeo diadem I 
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And therefore woe unto me, traitor ! and more woes fall 
upon my aoul than there be hairs upon my head I and 
may the sorrows of old Priam be my last punishment ! 
Wliat doth it proHt me to fill the air with lamenta- 
tions, when that the crime is already past, without all 
remedy or hope of comfort?" This being said, he gave 
a terrible sigh, and so held his peace. 

Rosana, by those sorrowful lamentations, knew him 
to be her disloyal father, whom she had so long travel- 
led after to find out : but when she remembered how 
that his unfaithfulness and unkindness were the death 
of her mother, her heart endured such extreme pain and 
sorrow, that she was constrained to fall down to the 
ground. 

But yet her courageous heart could not remain long 
in that passion, but straightways she rose up again upon 
her feet, with a desire to perform her mother's will, but 
yet not intending to discover her name, nor to reveal 
unto him that she was his daughter. So with this 
thought and determination she went unto the place 
where Leoger was ; who when he heard the noise of 
her coming, straightways started upon his feet. 

Then Rosana saluted him with a voice somewhat 
heavy, and Leoger returned this salutation with no less 
show of grace. 

Then the Amazonian lady took forth the letter from 
her breast, where so long time she had kept it, and she 
delivered it into his hands, and said : 

*' Is it thou that art that forgetful and disloyal knight, 
which left the unfortunate queen of Armenia, with so 
great pain and sorrow, big with child, among those un- 
merciful tyrants her countrymen, which banished her 
out of her country, in revenge of thy committed crime, 
where ever since she hath been companion with wild 
beasts, that in their natures have lamented her banish<« 
ment V* 

Leoger, when he heard her say these words, began to 
behold her ; and although his eyes were blubbered with 
weeping, yet he most earnestly gazed in her face, and 
answered her in this manner : 

*' I will not deny to thee, gentle Amazonian," said 
he, " that which the very clouds do blush mt, and th« 
low earth doth mown for. Thou ahidt understand thet 
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I am tbe tame knight whom thou hast demanded affeeri 
tell me, therefore, what is thy wiiU 

'* My will is," said she, ** thou most ungrateful knight, 
that thou read here this letter, the last work of the 
white hand of the unhappy Armenian queen.** 

At which words the knight was so troubled in thought 
and grieved in mind, that it was almost the occasion to 
dissolre his soul from his body *, and therewithal putting 
forth his hand, somewhat trembling, he took the letter 
and sat himself down very sorrowful upon the greea 
grasi, without any power to the contrary, his grief «o 
abounded the bounds of reason. 

No sooner had he opened the letter, but he presently 
knew it to be written by the hands of his wronged lady, 
the Armenian queen ; and with great alteration both of 
heart and mind he read the same. But when he had 
read it, he could not refrain from shedding tears, so 
great was the grief that his heart sustained. Rosana 
did likewise bear him company, to solemnise his heari- 
ness, with as many tears trickling from the conduits of 
her eyes. 

Tlie great sorrow and lamentation were such, and so 
much, in both their hearts, that for a great space the 
one could not speak unto the other; but afterwards, 
their griefs being somewhat extenuated, Leoger began to 
say: 

•• O messenger from her, with the remembrance of 
whose wrong my heart is wounded, being undeservedly 
of me evil rewarded, tell me (even by the nature of true 
love) if thou dost know vhere she is : show unto me 
her abiding place, that I may go thither, and give a dis- 
charge of this my great fault by yielding unto death.* 

•• O cruel and without love,** answered Rosana, 
" what discharge canst thou give unto her that already, 
through thy cruelty, is dead and buried, only by the 
occasion of such a forsworn knight?" 

This penitent and grieved knight, when he understood 
the certainty of her death, with a sudden and hasty fury 
he struck himself on the breast with his fist ; and lift« 
ing his eyes unto the clouds, in manner of exclamation 
against the Fates, giving sorrowful sighs, he threw him- 
self to the ground ; tumbling and wallowing from one 
tide unto the other, without taking any ease, or having 
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any po\rer or strength to declare the inward grief which 
mt that time he felt ; hut with lamentation, which did 
torment his heart, he called continually on the Arroeniun 
queen ; and in that derilish fury wherein he was, drew 
out his dagger, and lifting up the skirt of his shirt of 
mail, he thrust it into his body, and with calling upon 
his wronged lady he finished his life, and fell to the 
ground. 

This sad and heavy lady, when she beheld him so 
desperately to gore his martial breast, and to fall lifeless 
to the earth, she greatly repented herself that she had 
not discovered her name, and revealed to him how that 
she was his unfortunate daughter, whose face before 
that time he had never beheld ; and as a lion (though 
all too late) who seeing before her eyes a young lioness 
evil entreated of the hunter, even so she ran unto her 
murdered father, and with great speed pulled oflf hit 
helmet, and unbraced his armour, which was in colour 
according to his passion, but yet as strong as any dia* 
mond, made by magic art. Also she took away his 
shield, which had on it a russet flag, and in the midst 
thereof was pourtrayed the god of love with two faces ; 
the one was very fair and bound with a cloth about his 
eyes, and the other was made marvellous fierce and fu- 
rious. Then she took his head betwixt her hands, striv« 
ing to lift it up, and to lay it upon her lap ; but seeing, 
for all this, that there was no moving him, she joined 
her face unto his pale and dead cheeks, and with sor« 
rowful words she said : 

•• Dear father, open thine eyes and behold me ; open 
them, sweet father, and look upon me, thy sorrowful 
daughter. If Fortune be so favourable, let me receive 
some contentment whilst life remaiueth. O strengthen 
thyself to look upon me, wherein such delight may 
come to me that we may one accompany the other.- Oh 
my lord and only father, seeing that in former times my 
unfortunate mother's tears were not sufficient to reclaim 
thee, make me satisfaction for the great travail which I 
have taken in seeking thee out. Come now in death, 
and joy in the sight of thy unhappy daughter, and die 
not without seeing her : open thine eyes, that she may 
gratify thee in dying with thee." 

Thia being aaid, Bosana began to wipe hit body^ 
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for that it was again all bathed in blood, and fUt lit 
eyes and moutli, and his faco and head, till such time 
as she touched liis breast, and put Iter liand on tb« mor- 
tal wound, where she held it still, and looked upon him 
whether he moved or no. 

At length she perceived his dim eyes to open ; and 
his senses now a little gathered together ; and when he 
aaw himself in her arms, and understood by her words 
that she was his daughter, whom he had by the unfor- 
tunate queen of Armenia, he suddenly strove against 
weakness : he cast his arms about the neck of the fair 
Rosana; and then, with a feeble and weak Toice, the 
wounded knight said : 

•• O my daughter, unfortunate by my disloyalty ! I. do 
confess that I have been pitiless unto thy mother, and 
unkind to thee, in making thee to travel with great sor- 
row in search of me ; and now thou hast found me, F 
must leave thee alone in this sorrowful place. Yet be- 
fore my death, sweet girl, give me some few gentle 
kisses. This only delight I crave for the little time I 
have to tarry ; and afterwards I desire thee to intomb 
my body in thy mother's grave, though it be far in dis* 
tancefrom this unlucky country." 

*' O my dear lord," answered she, '* do you request 
me to give your body a sepulchre ? I think it more re- 
quisite to seek some to give it unto us both ; for I know 
my life cannot continue long, if the angry Fates depriro 
tne of your company." And without strength to pro- 
ceed any further in speeches, she kissed his face with 
many sighs ; and having within herself a terrible con- 
flict, she tarried for the answer of her dying father, who, 
with pain and great anguish of death, said: 

" Oh my child, how happy should I be, that thus 
embracing one in another's arms we might depart toge- 
ther. Then should I be joyful in thy company, and ac- 
count myself happy in my death. But, alas ! I must 
leave thee unto the world ! Daughter, farewell ! Good 
Fortune preserve thee ; and for ever may she take thee 
into her favour." And when he had said these words, 
inclining his neck upon the face of Rosana, he died. 
Which when this sorrowful lady saw, she kissed his pale 
lips ; and giving sorrowful sighs, she began a most heavy 
lamentation, calling herself unhappy and unfortunate. 
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and laid hertelf upon the dead budy, cursing her desti- 
niei« so that it was lamentable to hear. 

At length, remembering the promise that she made 
him, which was to give his body burial in her mother's 
tomb : which was the occasion that she did somewhat 
eease her lamentation ; and taking unto herself more 
courage than her sorrowful grief would consent unto, 
she put the body under a broad-branched pine-apple 
tree, and covered it with leares and green grass, and 
withal hung his armour upon the boughs, in hope that 
the sight thereof would cause some adventurous knight 
to approach her presence, that in kindness would assist 
her to intomb him. This done, here we will leare 
Rosana weeping over her father's body, and speak of 
lie necromancer after his flight from the Black Castle. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

AH sure you do well remember, when the Christian 
«nights had conquered the Black Castle, 'which was 
icept by enchantment, how the furious necromancer, to 
preserve his life, fled from the same, carried by his art 
hrough thejiir in an iron chariot drawn by two flying 
Iragons ; in which he crossed over many parts of the 
eastern climates. 

At last, being weary of his journey, he put himself 
into the thickest of a forest, wherein he never rested till 
he came unto a mighty broad river. There he alighted 
from his chariot for to refresh himself. And, as he found 
himself all alone, there came into his mind many 
thoughts of his fore-past life, and how he was ran- 
quished by the Christian knights ; for which with great 
anger he gave terrible sighs, and began to curse, not 
only the hour of his birth, but the whole world, and all 
the generations of mankind. 

Likewise he remembered the great sorrow and tniTaU 
that he ever since had endured, and what toil travelling 
knights do endure. In these rariable cogitations spent 
he the time away, till golden Phoebus began to withdraw 
himself into his accustomed lodging. All that night 
passed away with such sorrowful lamentations for hia 

B 
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late disgraces, that all the woods and mountainf did xe- 
■ound his woful exclamations, till that Sol with his glit- 
tering beams began again to recover the earth. Wliich 
being seen by the magician, he arose. Intending anew 
to prosecute his journey : but lifting up his eyes, towards 
the elements, he discovered hanging upon a high pine- 
apple-tree the armour of Leoger. 

This armour was hung there by Rosana, in the re- 
nembrance of his death, as you heard in the last chap- 
ter. And though it had almost lost the wonted colour, 
and began to rust, through the abundance of rain that 
bad fallen thereon, yet for all that it seemed of a great 
Talue and of a wonderful richness. So without an/ 
farther circumspection or regard, he took down th^ 
knight's armour, and armed himself therewith; and 
when he had lacked no more to put on but the helmet 
he heard a voice that said : 

•• Be not so hardy, thou knight, as to undo this trophy, 
except thou prepare thyself to win it by the sword." 

The magician at this unexpected noise cast his head 
on the one side, and espied Rosana, newly awakened from 
a heavy sleep, most richly armed with a strong enchanted 
armour, after the manner of the Amazon ians ; but for 
all that, he made an end of arming himself ; and having 
laced on his burgonet, he went towards the demander, 
with his sword ready drawn in his hand, inviting her to 
a mortal battle. 

Rosana, who saw his determination, provided to de- 
fend herself and offend her enemy. 

The valiant Amazonian, when lier enemy came unto 
her, struck him so terrible a blow upon the visor of his 
helmet, that with the fury thereof slie made sparkles of 
fire to issue out with great abundance, and forced him 
to bow his head unto his breast. The magician returned 
her salutation, and struck her such a blow upon her 
helmet, that with the great noise thereof it made asoond 
in all the mountains : and so began between them a 
fearful battle. Fortune, not willing to. use her utmost 
extremity, inclined the foil to neither party, nor as yet 
gave the conquest to any. All the time of the conflict, 
the furious magician and the valiant Amazonian thought 
on no other thing, but either of them endeavoured to 
bring the other to an overthrow, strilijng at each other 
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fuch terrible blows, and with lo great fury, that manj 
timea it made either of them senseless ; and both, seeing 
the great force one of the other, were marrelloui^y in- 
censed vrith anger. 

Then the valiant lady threw her shield at her back, 
that with more force she might strike and hurt her ene- 
my ; and therewithal gare him so strong a blow upon 
the burgonet, that he fell quite astonished to the earth, 
without any feeling. 

But when the magician came again to himself, he re- 
turned Rosana such a terrible blow, that if it had chanced 
to hit right upon her, it would bare cloven her head in 
pieces : but with great discretion she cleared her head 
in such sort, that it was struck in vain ; and with great 
lightness she retired, and struck the magician so furi- 
ously, that she made him once again to fall to the ground 
astonished, and there appeared at the visor of his helmet 
great abundance of blood, that issued out of his mouth ; 
but presently he revived, and got up with great anger. 

Then this furious devil, blaspheming against his hard 
hap, having his sharp sword very fast in his hand, ran 
towards his enemy, who, without any fear of his fury, 
went forth to receive him ; and when they met together, 
they discharged their blows at once ; but it fortuned 
that the Amazonian's blow did first fasten, with so great 
strength, that for all the helmet of the magician, which 
was wrought of the strongest steel, it was not sufficient 
to make defence, but with the rigorous force wherewith 
it was charged, it bent in such sort that it brake into 
pieces ; and the magician's head was so grievously 
wounded, that streams of blood ran down his armour, 
■nd he was forced to yield to the mercy of the valiant lady | 
who quickly condescended to his request, upon this 
condition, that he would be a means to convey her fa- 
ther's dead body to an island near adjoining to the bor- 
ders of Armenia, and there to intomb it in her mother's 
grave, as she promised when that his air of life fleeted 
from his body. 

The magician, for safeguard of his life, presently 
agreed to perform her desires, and protested to accom- 
plish whatsoever she demanded. 

Then presently by his art he prepared his iron chariot, 
with his flying dragons, in a readiness ; wherein he laid 
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the murdered body of Leoger, and likewise plaeed them- 
•elref therein ; wherein they were no sooner entered, 
with necessaries belonging to their Irarels, but they fled 
through the air more swift than m whirlwind, or a ship 
•ailing on the seas in a stormy tempest. 

At last tliey arrired near unto the confines of Armenia, 
being the place of their long-desired rest. But when 
they approached near unto the queen of Armenia's 
grave, they descended from their enchanted chariot, and 
bore Leoger's body to his burying-place, which they 
found overgrown with moss and withered brambles : yet 
for all that, they opened the sepulchre, and laid hit 
body upon his lady's consumed carcass : which being 
done, the magician covered the grave again with earth, 
and laid thereon green turfs, which made it aeem at 
though it never had been opened. 

All the time that the magician was performing the 
eeremonious funeral, Rosana watered the earth with her 
tears, never withdrawing her eyes from looking upon 
the grave ; and when it was finished, she took forth a 
naked sword, which she had ready for the same effect, 
and putting the pummel to the ground, cast her breast 
upon the point ; which she did with such furious vio- 
lence, that the magician could not prevent her from 
committing so desperate a deed. 

This sudden mischance so amazed him, that hit 
heart, for a time, would not consent that his tongue 
should speak one word to express his passion. But at 
last, he took up the dead body of Rosana, bathed all in 
blood, and likewise buried her in her parents* grave ; 
and over the same hung an epitaph, that did declare the 
occasion of all their deaths. 

This being done, to express the sorrows of his heart 
for the desperate death of such a magnanimous lady, 
and the rather to exempt himself from the company ci 
all human creatures, he erected over the grave, by magic 
art, a very stately tomb, which was in this order framed : 
First, there were fixed four pillars, every one of a 
Tery fine ruby ; upon which was placed a sepulchre of 
crystal. Within the sepulchre there seemed to be two 
fair ladies ; the one having her breast pierced through 
with a sword ; and the other with a crown of gold upon 
her head, and so lean of bod| that she teemed to pint 
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awaj. And upon the sepulchre there lay a knight all 
along, with his face looking up to the heareni, and 
armed with a corselet of fine steel, of a russet enamel- 
ling. Under the sepulchre there was spread abroad % 
great carpet of gold, and upon it two pillars of the same ; 
and between them lay an old shepherd, and his sheep* 
hook lying at his feet : his eyes were shut, and out of 
them were distilled many pearled tears. At either pillar 
there was a gentlewomanof a comely feature ; one of them 
seemed to be murdered, and the other ravished. And 
near unto the sepulchre, there lay a terrible great beast, 
headed like a lion, his breast and body like a wolf, and 
his tail like a scorpion ; which seemed to spit continu- 
ally flames of fire. The sepulchre was compassed 
about with a wall of iron, with four gates for to enter 
in thereat : the gates were after the manner and colour 
of fine diamonds ; aud directly over the top of the 
chiefest gate stood a marble pillar, whereon hung a 
table written with red letters, the contents whereof was 
as follows : 

So lonr shall breathe upon this brittle earth, 

'1 he framer of this stately muuumeut. 
Tilt thMt three children of a woudious birth. 
Out of a northern climate shall be sent: 
They &hall obscure his name, as Fates anree, 
And by his fall the fiends shall tamed be. 
This monument was no sooner framed, but the necro- 
mancer enclosed himself within the walls ; where he 
consorted chiefly with furies and walking spirits, that 
continually fed upon his blood, and left their damnable 
seals sticking upon his left side, as a sure token and 
witness that he had given both his soul aud body to 
their governments after the date of his mortal life was 
finished. 

In which enchanted sepulchre we will leave him for 
a time, conferring with his damnable mates, and return 
to the Christian kuights, where we left them travelling 
towards Babylon, to place the king again in his kingdom. 



CHAPTEtt XV. 
Ths valiant Christian champions having, as you have 
heard before, performed ths adventure of th* %TiAVk%Xk\ft^ 
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nonitmentp mceonipanied the Babylonian king to liis king* 
dom of Assyria, as they had solemnly promised him. 

But when they approached the confines of Babylon, 
and made no question of princely entertainment, there 
was neither sign of peace nor likelihood of joyful and 
friendly vreleome, for all the country raged with intes* 
tine war, four several competitors unjustly striring for 
vhat unto the king properly and of right belonged. 

The unnatural causers and stirrers up to this blood« 
devouring controversy 'were four noblemen, unto vrhom 
the king unadvisedly committed the government of his 
realm, when he went in the tragical pursuit of his fair 
daughter, after his dreamed illusion, that caused him to 
cruelly to seek her death ; and the breaking out into 
this confusion grew first to head in this manner follow- 
ing :- 

Two years after the king's departure these deputieg 
governed the public state in great peace, and with pru- 
dent policy, till no tidings of the king could be heard, 
notwithstanding so many messengers as were into every 
quarter of the world sent to inquire after him : then did 
ambition kindle in all their hearts, each striving to wrest 
into his hand the sole possession of the Babylonian 
kingdom. To this end they severally made friends ; 
for this had they contended in many fights ; and now, 
lastly, they intended to set all their hopes upon this 
main chance of war, purposing to fight till three fell, and 
one remained victor over the rest ; whose head should 
be beautified with a crown. 

But to traitors and treason the end is sudden and 
shameful ; for no sooner had St. George (placing himself 
between the battles) in a brief oration showed the ad- 
ventures of the king, and he himself to the people dis- 
covered his reverend face, but they all shouted for joy ; 
and hauling the usurpers presently to death, they rein- 
stalled him in the ancient dignity, their true, lawful, and 
long-looked-for king. 

The king being thus restored, married Fidelia for her 
faithfulness ; and after the nuptial feasts, tlie champions 
(at the earnest request of St. Anthony } departed towards 
Italy ; where in Rome, the Emperor spared no cost ho- 
nourably ^nd most sumptuously to entertain those never 
dMunUd knights, the famous wonders of ChriBtendom. 



OF CHRISTENDOM. 247 

At that time of the year when the summer's queea 
had beautified the earth viith interchangeable ornaments, 
St. Oeorge (in company of the emperor, with the rest of 
the champions) chanced to walk along by the side of 
the river Tiber, to delight themselves with the pleasant 
meads and beautiful prospect of the country. Before 
they had walked half a mile from the city, they ap- 
proached an ancient nunnery, which was a stately 
building, and Hkewise encompassed about with crystal 
streams and many green meadows, furnished with all 
manner of beautiful trees and fragrant flowers. 

This nunnery was consecrated to Diana, the queen 
of chastity, and none were sufl'ered to live therein but 
such chaste ladies and virgins as had vowed themselves 
to a single life. In this place the emperor's only daugh- 
ter lived as a professed nun, that exempted herself from 
all company, except it were the fellowship of chaste and 
religious virgins. 

This virtuous Lucina (for so was she called) having 
intelligence before, by the overseers of the nunnery, 
that the emperor her father, with many other knights, 
were coming to visit tlieir religious habitation, against 
their approach she attired herself in a gown of white 
satiu, all laid over with gold lace ; having also her golden 
locks of hair somewhat laid fortli ; and upon her head 
was knit a garland of sweet-smelling flowers. Her 
beauty was so excellent, that it might have quailed the 
heart of Cupid, and her bravery exceeded the Faphiaa 
queen's. Never could nature, with all her cunning, 
stream more beauty in any one creature, than was upon 
her face ; nor ever could the flattering sirens more be- 
guile the travellers, than did her bright countenance 
enchant the English champion ; for at his first entrance 
into the nunnery, he was so ravished with her sight, that 
he was not able to withdraw his eyes from her beauty, 
but stood gazing upon her, like one bewitched with 
Medusa's shadows : and to be short, her beauty so fired 
his heart, that he must either enjoy her company, or 
give end to his life by some untimely means. 

All that ensuing night he could not enjoy the benefit 
of sleep, but contemplated upon the divine beauty of his 
lady, aud fraughted his mind with a thousand terexal 
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cogitations how he might attain to hii lore, belh^ m 
chaste virgin, and a professed nun. 

In tliis manner he spent the night, and no looncr ap- 
peared the morning's brightness, but he arose, and aU 
tired himself in watchet vehret, and wandered alone to 
the monastery ; where he rerealed bis deep aflieeUoa 
unto the lady, who was as far from granting to his re- 
quest as the skies from the earth ; for she protested. 
while life remained within her body, uerer to yMd bcr 
love to any one, but to remain a pure virgin, and ef 
Diana's trun. 

No other resolution could St. George get of the ehaete 
nun, which caused him to part in great discontent, in- 
tending to seek by some other means to obtain her love. 
So coming to the rest of the Christian champions, he 
revealed to them the truth of all things that had hap- 
pened ; who in this manner counselled him : that he 
shoiild provide a multitude of armed knights, every one 
bearing in his hand a sword ready drawn ; and to enter 
the monastery at such time as she little mistrusted ; and 
first with promises, and fair and kind speeches, to seek 
her love ; but if she yielded not, to fill her ears with 
threatenings, protesting, that if she would not grant to 
requite his love with like afiections, he would not leave 
one stone of that monastery standing upon another, 
and likewise make her a bloody offering up to Diana. 

This policy well pleased St. George, though he in- 
tended not to prosecute such cruelty : so the next morn- 
ing by break of day he went unto the nunnery, in com- 
pany of no other but the Christian champ::;ns, armed 
in bright armour, with their glittering swords leady 
drawn, which they carried under their side-cloai^jf, to 
prevent suspicion. 

But when they came to the monastery, and had en- 
tered into the chamber of Lucina, St. Geo ge first prof- 
fered her kindness by fair promises ; but finding that 
thereby he nothing prevailed, he then made known his 
pretended unmerciful purpose; and ther'^upon all of 
them shaking their bright swords against her breast, 
they protested (though contrary to their intents) that 
except she would yield to St. George her uuconquercd 
love, they w uld bathe their weapons in her dearest 
blood. 
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At which words the distreated Tirgin, being orer- 
charged with fear, sunk down to the ground, and lay 
for a time in a dead agony ; but in the end recovering 
herself, she lifted up herself, and in this manner declared 
her mind : 

" Most renowned knight," said she, *' it is as difficult 
for me to climb up to the highest top of heaven, as to 
persuade my mind to yield to the fulfilling of your re- 
quests. The pure and chaste goddess Diana, that sits 
now crowned amongst the golden stars, will revenge my 
perjured promise, if I yield to your desires ; for I have 
since deeply vowed to spend my days in this religious 
house, in honour of her deity, which vow I will 
not infringe for all the wealth of Rome. You know, 
brave champions, that in time the watery drops will 
mollify the hardest diamond, and time may root this 
resolution out of my heart. Therefore I request you, 
by honour of true knighthood, and by the love you 
bear to your native country, to grant me the liberty of 
seven days, that I may at full consider with my heart 
before I give an answer to your demands ; and to the in- 
tent that I may make some sacrifices, as well to appease 
the wrath which the goddess Diana may conceive againsi 
me, as to satisfy my own soul for not fulfilling my 

TOW." 

These words were no sooner ended, but the champions, 
without any more delay, joyfully consented, and more- 
over proffered themselves to be all present at the sacri- 
fice ; and so departed from the monastery with exceed- 
ing great comfort. 

The champions being gone. Lucina called together all 
the rest of the nuns, and declared to them the whole 
discourse ; where after, amongst this religious company, 
with the help of some other uf their approved friends, 
they devised a most strange sacrifice, which hath since 
been the occasion that so many inhuman and bloody 
sacrifices have been committed. 

As was berort! agreed, on the seventh morning no 
sooner did bright Fhccbus show his goUlen Iteams abroad, 
but the nuns begun lu prepare all thiiig^i in readiness fur 
the sacriiicc : fur directly before the duur of the monas- 
tery they hired cunning workmen to erect a scaflold, all 
very richly covered with cloth ot go^-i; and u\{qu 
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the scaffold, about the middle thereof, vna placed a 
fair table, covered also vrith a carpet of cloth of gold, 
and upon it a chafing-dish of coals burning. All 
this being set in good order, the emperor, with the 
Christian champions, and many other Roman knightar, 
being present to behold the ceremonious sacrifice, little 
mistrusted the doleful tragedy that after happened. 

The assembly being silent, there -was straightways 
heard a svreet and harmonious sound of clarions and 
trumpets, and sundry other kinds of instruments : these 
entered first upon the scaffold ; and next unto them -were 
brought seven rams, all adorned with fine white wool, 
more soft in feeling than Arabian silk, with huge and 
mighty charged horns, bound about with garlands of 
flowers ; after them followed a certain number of nuns 
attired in black vestures, singing their accustomed songs 
in the honour of Diana ; after them followed an ancient 
matron, drawn in a chariot by four comely virgins, 
bringing in her hands the image of Diana ; and on either 
side of her, two ancient imns of great estimation, each 
of them bearing in their hands rich vessels of gold, fall 
of precious and sweet wines ; then, after all this, came 
the beautiful Lucina, apparelled with a rich robe of 
state, being of a great and inestimable value. 

Thus ceremoniously she ascended the scaffold, where 
the matron placed the image of Diana behind the chaf- 
ing-dish of coals that was there burning ; and the rest 
of the nuns continued still singing their songs, and 
drinking of the precious wines that were brought in the 
golden vessels. This being done, they all at once 
brought low the necks of the rams, by cutting their 
throats ; whose blood they sprinkled round about the 
scaffold, and opened their bowels, and burned the in- 
ward parts in the chafing-dish of coals. 

Thus with the slaughter they made sacrifice to the 
queen of chastity ; at the sight whereof was present the 
surfeiting lover St. George, with the other six Christian 
knights, armed all in bright armour, and were all very 
attentive. 

This sacrifice ended, Lucina commanded silence to be 
made ; and when all the company were still, she raised 
herself upon her feet, and with a heavy voice, distilling 
many salt tears, she said : 
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** Omott excellent and chaste Diana, in vhose blessed 
bosom we undefiled virgins do recreate ourselres, unto 
thy most divine excellency do I now commend this my 
last sacrifice, calling to record all the gods, that I have 
done my best to continue a spotless maiden of thy most 
beautiful train. O heavens I shall I consent to my utter 
ruin and sorrowful destruction, which proceedeth only 
by the means of my flourishing beauty. 

** And now to thee I speak, thou valiant knight of 
England : behold here I yield unto thy hands my hfe- 
less body, to use accordmg to thy will and pleasure ; 
requesting only this thing at thy hand, that as thou 
lovest me living, thou wilt love me dead, and, like a mer- 
ciful champion, suffer me to receive a princely funeral. 

" And last of all, to thee, divine Diana, do I speak ; 
accept of this my bleeding soul, that with so much 
blood is offered unto thee." 

So finishing this sorrowful speech, she drew out a 
bright shining sword, which she had hid secretly under 
her gown ; and, setting the hilt against the scaffold, 
(little looked for by her father and those that were pre- 
sent,) she suddenly threw herself upon the point of that 
sword, in such a furious manner, that it parted her heart 
asunder, and so rendered her soul to the tuition of her 
unto whom she offered her most rueful sacrifice. 

What, shall I here declare the lamentable sorrows and 
pitiful lamentations that were made by her father and 
other Roman knights that were present at this unhappy 
mischance 1 So great it was, that the wall of the monas- 
tery echoed, and their pitiful shrieks ascended to the 
clouds. None was more grieved in mind than the 
afflicted English champion, who in great fury rushed 
amongst the people, throwing them down on e?ery side, 
till he ascended upon the scaffold ; and approaching the 
dead body of Luciua, he took her up in his arms, and 
with a sorrowful and passionate voice he said : 

" my beloved joy, and late my own heart's delight 1 
is this the sacrifice wherein (through thy desperateness) 
thou hast deceived me, who loved thee more than my life 1 
Is this the respite that thou requiredst for seven days, 
wherein thou hast concluded thy own death, and my 
utter confusion !'* And therewithal he parted the image 
of Diana in two with bis sword 
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Tb* emperor hid a son, as TaHant in arms as aaj bom 
Italian, except St. Anthony. This yonng prince, whoea 
name was Lucius, seeing his sister's death, and by what 
means it was committed, he presently intended, with a 
train of one hundred armed knights, which continually 
attended upon his person, to assail the discontented 
champions, and by force of arms to rerenge his airter'a 
death. 

This resolution so encouraged the Roman knights, 
that betwixt these two companies began as terrible a 
battle as erer was fought by any knighu ; the fierceness 
of their blows so exceeded the one side against tha 
other, that they did resound echoes which yielded a ter- 
rible noise in the neighbouring woods. 

This batUe did continue betwixt them both sharp and 
fierce for the spaee of two hours, by which time the 
valour of the incensed champions so prevailed that most 
of the Roman knighu were discomfited and slain. But 
when the valiant young prince of Rome saw his knights 
diicomtited, and he left alone to witlistand so many 
noble champions, he preseutly set spurs to his horse, 
and fivd from them. 

After whom the champions would not pursue, account- 
ing it no glory to their names to triumph in the over- 
thruw of a single knight, but remained still by the scaf* 
fold, where they^ buried the sacrificed virgin, under a 
marble stone, close by the monastery wall : which being 
done to their content, St George engraved this epitaph 
upon the same stone with the puiut of his dagger, which 
was in the manner following : — 

Under this marble stone interred doth lie. 
Luckless Luciiia, yet of b«auty brivlit ; 
AVho, to maiuiMtu her spotless ehii:itity 
Against Ur ussMilment of an biiyli»h kuigbt. 
Upon a blade her tender biea^t she ca>t, 
A bloody otieriiig to Diaua chaste. 

So when he had written this epitaph, the Christian 
champions mounted upon their swift-fouted steeds, and 
bade adieu to the unhappy confines of Italy, hoping to 
find lifltfr fortunes in other countries, la which travel 
we will leave them for a lime, and speak of the prince 
of Rome, who after the discomfiture of the Roman 
knights fled from the warlike champions. After which 
he trarersed along by the rirer Tybris, filling all places 
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with liif melancholy pa^tioni, until such time as he en- 
tered into a thick grore ; wherein he purposed to rest 
his weary limbs, and lament his misfortunes. After he 
had in this solitary place unlaced his helmet, he cast up 
his wretched eyes unto the skies, and said : 

" O you fatal torches of the elements, why are you 
not clad in mournful habiliments, to closk my wander- 
ing steps in eternal darkness 1 Or shall I be made a scorn 
in Rome for my cowardice 1 Or shall I return and ac- 
company my Roman friends in death, whose blood me- 
thinks I see sprinkled about the fields of Italy 7 Me- 
thinks I hear their bleeding souls fill each comer of the 
earth with my base flight: therefore will I not live to 
be termed a fearful coward, but die courageously by my 
own hands ; whereby those accursed champions shall 
not obtain the conquest of my deatif, nor triumph in 
my fall." 

This being said, he drew out his dagger, and clave 
his heart asunder. The news of whose death being 
soon brought to his father's ears, he interred his body 
with his sister Lucina's, and erected OTer them a stately 
chapel, wherein the nuns and ceremonious monks, dur- 
ing all their lives, sang dirges for his children's souls. 

After this, the emperor made proclamation through 
all his dominions, that if any knight were so hardy as 
to travel in pursuit after the English clmmpion, and by 
force of arms to bring him back, or deliver his head 
unto the emperor, he should not only be held in great 
estimation through the land, but receive the government 
of the empire after his decease ; which rich proffer so 
encouraged the minds of many adventurous knights, 
that they went Arom sundry provinces in the pursuit of 
St. George ; but their attempu were all in vain. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

In the eastern parts of the world the fame and valiant 
deeds of the champions of Christendom were noised, 
with their heroical acts and feats of arms, naming them 
the mirror of nobility, and the types of bright honour. 
All kings and princes, to whose ean the xeport of^their 
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Taloun were known, desired much to behold their noUe 
perionag et. And when the emperor of Oreeia, keepiof 
then his court in the city of Constantinople, heard 
of their mighty and valiant deeds, he thirsted after thdr 
sights, and his mind could nerer be satisfied with con* 
tent until such time as he had derised a means to train 
them unto his court, not only that he might enjoy the 
benefit of their companies, but that he might have his 
court honoured witli the presence of such renowned 
knights ; and therefore in this manner it was aeeom« 
plished. 

The emperor despatched messengers into divers* parts 
of the world, and gave them in charge to publish, 
throughout every country and province as they went, of 
an honourable tournament, that should be held in the 
eity of Constantinople, within six months following; 
thereby to accomplish his intent, and to bring the Chris- 
tian champions, whose company he so much desired, 
onto his court. 

This charge of the Grecian emperor, as he command- 
cd, was speedily performed with such diligence, that in 
a short time it came to the ears of the Christian knights, 
as they travelled betwixt the provinces of Asia and 
Africa ; who, at the time appointed, came in great pomp 
to Constantinople, to furnish forth the honourable 
triumphs. 

At the fame whereof likewise resorted thither a great 
number of knights of great valour and strength ; among 
whom were the prince of Argier with a goodly company 
of noble persons, and the prince of Fez with many 
well-proportioned knights; likewise came thither the 
king of Arabia in great state ; and with no less majesty 
came the king of Sicilia, and a brother of his, who were 
both giants. Many other brave and valiant knights 
came thither to honour the Grecian emperor. And as 
they came to honour the triumphs, so likewise they 
came to prove their fortitudes, and to get fame and name 
and the praise that belongeth to adventurous knights. 
It was supposed of all the company, that the king of 
Sicilia would gain by his prowess the dignity from the 
rest, for that he was a giant of very big limbs ; although 
his brother was taken to be the more furious knight, 
who determined it not to be lust that his brother should 
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get the honour and praise from all the knightf that 
came : — ^but it fell out otherwise, as hereafter you shall 
hear. 

For when the day of tournament was eorae, all the 
ladies and damsels put themselves in places to behold 
the justing, and attired themselves in the greatest bra- 
very that they could devise, and the great court swarmed 
with people that came thither to behold the triumphant 
tournament. 

AYhat shall I say here of the emperor's daughter, the 
fair Alcida, who sat glittering in rich ornaments amongst 
the other ladies, like unto Fhcebus in the crystal firma- 
ment ? "When the emperor was seated upon the impe- 
rial throne, under a tent of green velvet, the kniglits 
began to enter into the lists ; and he that first entered 
was the king of Arabia, mounted upon a very fair and 
well-adorned courser. Ue was armed with black armour 
all bespotted with silver knobs, and he hrought with 
him fifty knights apparelled with the same livery. After 
him entered the Pagan knight who was lord of Syria, 
armed with armour of lion's colour, accompanied with 
a hundred knights, all apparelled in velvet of the same 
colour, and passed round about the palace, showing un- 
to the ladies great friendship and courtesy, as did the 
other. 

Which being done, he beheld the king of Arabia tarry- 
ing to receive him at the just : and the trumpets began 
to sound, giving them to understand that they must pre- 
pare themselves ready to the encounter ; whereto these 
two knights were nothing unwilling, but spurred their 
coursers with great fury, and closed together with cou- 
rageous valour. The king of Arabia most strongly made 
his encounter, and struck the Pagan without missing, 
upon his breast ; but the Pagan, at the next race struck 
him so surely with his lance, that he heaved him out of 
his saddle, and he fell presently to the ground : after 
which the Pagan knight rode up and down, with great 
pride and gladness. 

The Arabian king being thus overthrown, there en- 
tered into the lists the king of Argier, who at the first 
encounter was overthrown to th« ground. In like 
sort did that Pagan use fifteen other knights of fifteen 
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proTincM, to tlie great amuement of tha e mp gfof tal 
all the assembly. 

During all these Taliant eneoontert, St. Gteorge, wiA 
the other Christian champions, stood afkr off apoa a 
high gallery beholding them, intending not as yet to be 
aeen in the tilt 

But now this Taliant Pagan, after he had rode aboot 
•iz courses up and down the place, and teeing none «i* 
tered the tUt.yard, he thought to bear all the fiune and 
honour away for that day. But at the aaue instant 
there entered the noble-minded prince of Fei, being fiff 
courage the only pride of his country. He was a roar- 
Tellous well-proportioned knight, and was armed aU ia 
white armour, wrought with excellent knots of gold ; 
end he brought in his company a hundred knights, all 
attired in white satin ; and riding about the place, he 
showed his obedience unto the emperor, and to all the 
ladies; and thereupon the trumpets began to sound. 
At the noise whereof the two knights spurred their 
coursers, and made their encounters so strong, and with 
such great fury, that the proud Pagan was cast to the 
ground, and so departed the lists with- great dishonour. 

Straightway entered the brave king of Sicilia, who 
was armed in a glittering corselet of very fine steel, and 
was mounted upon a mighty and strong courser ; and 
brought in his company two hundred knights, all appa- 
relled with cloth of gold, having every one a several in- 
strument of music in his hand, sounding thereon a most 
delightsome melody. 

And after the Sicilian king had made his accustomed 
compass and courtesy in the place, he locked down his 
beaver, and put himself in readiness to fight. 'When 
the sign was given by the chief herald at arms, they 
spurred their horses, and made their encounters so va- 
liantly, that at the first race they made their lances 
shiver in the air, and the pieces thereof scattered abroad 
like aspen leaves in a whirlwind. At the second coarse, 
the young prince of Fez was carried oves his horse's 
buttocks, and the saddle with him betwixt his legs; 
which was a great grief unto the emperor and all the 
company, for he was well-beloved of them all, and held 
for a knight of great estimation. 

The Sicilian king grew proud at the prince of Fei's 
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overthrow, and was so enraged and furious, that in a 
small time he left not a knight remaining on horseback 
in the saddle, that durst attempt to fight with him ; but 
every one, of what country or nation soever, he unhorsed 
in the attempt : so that there was no question, among 
either nobles or the multitude, but that unto him the 
undoubted honour of the victory in triumph would be 
■ attributed. 

But being in this arrogant pride, he heard a great 
noise, in the manner of a tumult, drawing near, which 
was the occasion that he stood still; expecting some 
strange accident, and looking about what it should be, 
he beheld St. George entering the lists, as then come 
from the gallery : he was armed with strong armour 
all of purple, full of golden stars ; and before him rode 
the champions of France, Italy, Spain, and Scotland, 
all on stately coursers, bearing in their hands four silken 
streamers of four several colours *, and there followed 
him the champion of Wales, carrying his shield, whereon 
was pourtrayed a golden lion in a sable field ; and the 
champion of Ireland likewise carried his spear, being of 
knotty ash, strongly bound about with plates of steel. 

When St. George had passed by the royal seat whereon 
the emperor sat, in whose company were many princes, 
he rode along by the other side, where Alcida the em- 
peror's fair daughter sat, amongst many gallant ladies 
and fair damsels, richly apparelled in a vesture of gold; 
to whom he veiled his bonnet, showing them the cour- 
tesy of a knight. Now when he was come before the 
face of his adversary, he took his shield and spear, and 
prepared himself in readiness to just ; and so being both 
provided, the trumpets began to sound ; whereat with 
great fury these two warlike knights met together, and 
neither of them missed their blows at their encounter ; 
but yet, by reason that St. George had a desire to extol his 
fame, and to make his name resound through the world, 
he struck the giant such a mighty blow upon his breast, 
that he presently overthrew him to the ground ; and so 
with great state and majesty he passed along, without 
any show of disdain ; whereat the people gave so great 
a shout, that it resounded like an echo in the air, and 
in this manner he said : •• The great and furious boaster 

H 
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Is overthrown, and his mighty strength hath little aTailed 
him." 

After this, many princes proved their adventures 
against the English champion, and every linight that was 
of any estimation fought with him, but with ease he 
overcame them all, in less than the space of two hours. 
But when the day drew to an end, there entered the lists 
the brave and mighty giant, brother to the Sicilian king, 
with a mighty great spear in his hand, whose glimmering* 
point of steel glittered through all the court. He 
brought with him but only one squire, attired in silver 
mail, bringing iu his hand another lance. 

80 this furious giant, without any care or courtesy 
due unto the emperor, or any of his knights there pre- 
sent, entered the place ; which being done, the squire 
that brought the other spear went unto the English 
champion and said : 

" Sir knight, yonder brave and valiant giant, my lord 
and master, doth send unto thee this warlike spear, and 
therewithal he willeth thee to defend thyself to the ut- 
termost of thy power and strength, for he hath vowed 
before sunset to be either lord of thy fortunes, or a 
vassal to thy prowess ; and likewise saith, that he doth 
not only defy thee in the tournament, but also challenge 
thee to a mortal battle." 

This braving message caused St. George to smile, and 
bred in his breast a new desire of honour, and so returned 
he him this answer : " Friend, go thy ways, and tell the 
giant that sent thee that I do accept his demand, al' 
though it doth grieve my very soul to hear this arrogant 
defiarcc, to the great disturbance of this royal company, 
in presence of so mighty an emperor. But seeing his 
stomach is gorged with so mucli pride, tell him. that 
George of England is ready to make his defence, and 
also that shortly he shall repent him, by the pledge of 
my knighthood. 

In saying these words, he took the spear from the 
•quire, and delivered him his gauntlet from his hand, to 
carry to his master, and then put himself to the stand- 
ing for the encounter. 

All this time the two warriors, mounted upon their 
steeds, tarried the sign to be made by the trumpets ; 
vbich being given, they set forward their coursers, with 
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their spears in their rests, with so great fury and desire, 
the one to unhorse the other, that they both failed iu 
their encounter. The giant, who was very strong and 
proud, when he saw that he had missed his intent, re- 
turned against St. George, carrying his spear upon his 
shoulder ; and coming nigh unto him, upon a sudden, 
hefore he could clear himself, he struck him such a 
mighty blow upon his corselet, that his staff brake in 
pieces, by reason of the fineness of his armour, and 
made the English knight to double his body backwards 
upon his horse's crupper. But when he saw the great 
villany that the giant used against him, his anger in- 
creased very much ; and so, taking his spear in the 
same sort, he went toM-ards the giant, and struck him 
so furiously on the breast, that the spear passed through 
the giant's body, and appeared forth at his back, where- 
by he fell down dead to the ground. All that were pre- 
sent were very much amazed thereat, and wondered 
greatly at the strength and force of St. Georgo, account- 
ing him the fortunatest knight that ever wielded lance, 
and the very pattern of true nobility. 

At this time the golden sun had finished his course, 
having nothing above the horizon but his glittering 
beams ; whereby the judge of the tournament com- 
manded, with sound of trumpets, that the justs should 
cease, and make an end for that day. 

So the emperor descended from the imperial throne 
into the tilting place, where all the knights and gentle- 
men were, for to receive the noble champion of England, 
and desired him that he would go with them into 
his palace, there to receive all honours due unto a 
knight of such desert. To which he could not make 
any denial, hut most willingly consented. After this, 
the emperor's daughter, in company of many courtly 
virgins, likewise descended from her place ; where Alcida 
bestowed upon St. George her glove, which he wore for 
her favour many a day after in his burgonet. 

The other si.x Christian champions, although they 
merited no honour by this tournament, because they 
did not try their adventures therein, yet obtained they 
such good liking among the Grecian ladies, that every 
one had his mistress ; and in their presence they long 
time fixed their chicJT delights : where we must leave 
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the champions in Um emperor's court for a time, and 
return to St. George's sons, trayelUng the world to seek 
out adventures. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

This renowned emperor, within whose court the Chris- 
tian champions made their abode, of late years had a 
son named PoUemus, in all virtues and knightly demean- 
ours equal with any liring. This prince in his youth 
fell in love with a maiden of mean parentage, but in 
beauty and other precious gifts of nature most excellent. 
This Dulcippa, (for so she was called,) being but daughter 
to a country gentleman, was restrained from the em- 
peror's court, and denied the sight of her beloTed PoDe* 
mus ; and he forbidden to set his affection so low, upon 
the displeasure of the emperor his father. 

Upon a time these two lovers concluded to meet toge- 
ther in a valley betwixt two hills, in distance from the 
emperor's court about three miles, where they might 
in secret unite and fix both their hearts in one knot of 
true love, and to prevent the determination of their 
parents, that so unkindly thought to cross them. And 
when the appointed day grew on, Dulcippa arose, and 
attired herself in costly apparel, as though she had been 
going to perform her nuptial ceremonies ; and in this 
manner entered she the valley, at such time a? the sun 
began to appear out of his golden horizon ; Hk'/wise the 
calmy western winds did very sweetly blow upon the 
green leaves, and made a delicate harmony at such time 
as the fairest Dulcippa approached the place of their 
appointed meeting. 

But when she found not prince Pollemus present, she 
determined to spend the time away till he came in trim- 
ming of her golden hair, and decking her delicate body. 
So sitting down upon a green bank, under the shadow 
of a myrtle tree, she pulled a golden caul from her head, 
wherein her hair was wrapped, and taking out an ivory 
comb she began to comb her hair. 

But now mark, gentle reader, how drowning FortuiM 



OF CHRISTENDOM. 261 

crossed her desires, and changed her ^rished Joys into 
unexpected sorrows ; for as she sat, there fortuned to 
come wandering by, an inhuman tyrant, surnamed the 
knight with two heads, who was a ravisher of virgins, 
an oppressor of infants, and an utter enemy to rirtuous 
ladies and strange-trarelling knights. This tyrant was 
bodied like unto a man, but covered all over with locks 
of hair : he had two heads, two mouths, and four eye% 
but all red as blood. Which deformed creature presently 
ran unto the virgin, and caught her up under his arms, 
and carried her away over the mountain into another 
country, where he intended to torment her, as you shall 
hear more at large hereafter. 

But now return we to prince Pollemus, who at the 
time appohited likewise prepared to meet his betrothed 
love ; but removing to the place, he found nothing but a 
silver scarf, which Dulcippa had let fall through the 
fearful fright she took at the sight of the two-headed 
knight. Mo sooner found he her scarf but he was oppress- 
ed extremely with sorrow, fearing Dulcippa was murdered 
by some inhuman means, and had left her scarf as a 
token that she infringed not her promise, but performed 
it to the loss of her own life. 

At length he returned home to the emperor his fa- 
ther's palace, dissembling his grief in such manner, that 
none could at all suspect his sorrows, nor the strange 
accident that unto beauteous Dulcippa had happened. 
And so upon a day, as he was meditating with himself, 
seeing the small comfort that he took in the court, con- 
sidering the want of her presence whom he so much de- 
sired, he determined in great secresy, as soon as it was 
possible, to depart the court. Which determination he 
slraightways put in practice, and took out of the em- 
peror's armoury, very secretly, an exceeding good corse- 
let, which was all russet, and enamelled with black, and 
embroidered round about with a gilded edge, very curi- 
ously and artificially graven and carved. Also he took 
a shield of the same making, saving that it was not 
graven as the armour was ; and oommandeil a young 
gentleman, that was son to an ancient knight of Con« 
stantinople, of a good disposition and hardy, that he 
should keep them safely, and gare him to understaiid ol 
his determined intent. 
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Although it grieved the young man rerj much, yet 
for all that, seeing the great frienditliip that he used to« 
ward« him, in uttering his secreta unto him before any. 
other, without replying to the contrary, he very dili- 
gently took the armour, and hid it, till he found conve- 
nient time to put it into a ship very secretly. Likeviia. 
he put into the same ship, two of fhe best horses which 
the emperor had; and furthwilh he gave the prince to 
understand, that all things were then in readiness, and 
in good order. Pollemus, dissembling with the accus- 
tomed sorrow that he used, withdrew himself into his 
chamber, till such time as the dark night came. When 
it was come, he made liimself ready with his apparel ; 
and when all the people of the court were at their rest, 
he alone, with his page, who was named Mercutio, de- 
parted the palace, and went to the sea side. Uis page 
did call the mariners of the ship, who straightway 
brought unto them their boat, in which they entered, 
and went aboard. And being therein, he commanded 
them to weigh anchor, hoist up their sails, and to com- 
mit themselves to the mercy of the waters. As lie com- 
manded, all was done ; and so in short time they found 
themselves far from the sight of any land. 

I cannot here declare the great grief and sorrow which 
the emperor felt when he discovered the absence of his 
son. But when his departure was noised through all 
Constantinople, all sports and feasts ceased, and all the 
people of the country were overcome with a general 
sorrow. 

So Pollemus sailed through the deep seas three days 
and throe nights, with a very fair and prosperous wind. 
The fourth day, in the evening, being calm, and no 
wind at all, the mariners went to take their rests, some 
on the poop, and some on the fore-ship, for to ease theb 
wearied bodies. The prince, who sat upon the poop of 
the ship, asked his page for his lute, whiuh straightway 
was given him, and he sung so sweetly, that it seemed to 
be a most heavenly melody ; and being in this sweet 
music, he heard a very lamentable cry, and it seemed 
to hira to be the voice of a ludy in great distress. Pol- 
lemus could hear no more, by reason that the bark 
wherein they were passed by so swiftly : but he sup« 
po9ed thfX it WM ^ \a)i;f*» No\n« Hi>Q^&\xVvft bfiatd« %nd 
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that the vai carried by force away. So, laying down 
his lute, he began to fall into a great thought, and was 
very heavy and sorrowful, in that he knew not how to 
adventure for her recovery. 

Being in this melancholy passion, and thinking that 
his lady was being borne away by some monster, he or- 
dered his page to buckle on his armour, and the mari- 
ners to launch their boat into the sea ; whoreinto he put 
himself, with his page and four of the mariners for to 
row the bark, and commanded them to take their way 
towards the other company that passed by them. 

So they laboured all the night, till such time as bright 
Phoebus with his glittering beams, gave unto them such 
light that they might discover and see the other bark, 
although somewhat afar off. So they laboured with 
great courage till two parts of the day w fis spent ; at 
which time they saw coming after them a gslley, which 
was rowed with eight oars upon a side ; and it made so 
great speed, that iu a trice they were with them, and he 
saw that there were in her three knights, in bright ar- 
mour ; to whom Pollemus called with a loud voice, say- 
ing : " Most courteous knights, I request you to take 
me into your galley, that being in her, I may the better 
accomplish my desire.** 

The knights which were in the galley pasff^d by the 
prince without making any answer, but rLct.fer showed 
that they made but little account of him. These three 
knights were the sons of the English champion, who de- 
parted from their father in his journey towards Babylon 
to set the king again in his kingdom. 

But now to follow our history : The prince of Constan- 
tinople, seeing the little account they made of him, with 
the great anger and fury that he received, he took an 
oar in one hand, and with such strength he struck the 
water, that he made the slothful bark to fly, and laboured 
•o sore at the oars, that in a trice they were equal with 
the galley. So leaving the oars, with a light leap he puw 
himself into the galley, with his helmet on, and his shield 
at his shoulder ; and demanded a reason for their ttn» 
knightly proceedings. 

However, when they had revealed to each other their 
names, and wherefore they adventured to travel, they 
were content, and saUed forward t!iD way fhe lorrowful 
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wonun went So in this tort they traTelled all the fvA 
of the night that remained, till such time as the day be- 
gan to clear, and straightway they descried land ; to 
which place with great haste they rowed. 

And coming to land, they found no used way, but one 
narrow path ; wherein they had not travelled long when 
fhey met with a poor single countryman, with a new- 
ground hatchet in his hand, and he was going to cut some 
firewood off the high and broad-spreading trees; and 
of whom they demanded what country and land it was. 
** This country." said he. " is called Armenia; but yet, 
most courteous knights, you must pardon me, for that 
I do request you to return again, and proceed no further, 
if you do esteem your lives ; for in going this way there 
is nothing to be had but death: for the lord of this 
country is a furious monster, called the Two-headed 
Knight, and he is so furious in his tyranny, that never 
any stranger could as yet escape out of his bands alive ; 
and for proof of his cruelty, no longer than yesterday he 
brought hither a lady prisoner, who at her first coming 
on shore he whipped and beat in such sort, that it would 
make the most tyrannous tyrant that is to relent and 
pity her distress, swearing that every day he would so 
torment her, till her life and body made their separa- 
tion." 

PoUemus, the prince of Constantinople, was very at- 
tentive to the old man's words, thinking the lady to be 
his Dulcippa, after whom he travelled. The grief he 
received at this report struck such a terror to his heart, 
that he fell into a swoon, and was not able to go any 
further : but St. George's sons encouraged him, and 
protested, by the honour of their knighthoods, never to 
forsake his company, till they saw his lady delivered 
from her torments, and be safely conducted home into 
his own country. So travelling with this resolution, the 
night came on, and it was so dark, that they were con- 
strained to seek some convenient place to take their rest ; 
and laying themselves down under abroad-branched oak 
tree, they passed the night, pondering in their minds a 
thousand imaginations. 

When the morning was come, these martial knights 
rose up and followed their journey. They had travelled 
scarce half a mile, when they heard a pitiful lamenta- 
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tion of a voman : so they stayed to hear from whence 
that lamentable noise should come. And presently, 
afar ofiT. they beheld a high pillar of stone, out of which 
there came forth a spout of clear water ; and thereat was 
bound a woman, naked ; her back fastened to the pillar, 
her arms backwards embracing it, with her hands fast 
bound behind her. 

These warlike knights laced on their helmets, and 
came unto the place where she was ; but when the prince 
of Constantinople saw her, he presently knew her to be 
his lady and lovely mistress : for by reason of the cold- 
ness of the night, and with her great lamentation and 
weeping, she was so full of sorrows and affliction, that 
she could scarce speak. 

The woful prince with much sorrow beheld her white 
skin bespotted with blood ; and taking a cloak from one 
of the mariners, he threw it upon her, and covered her 
body, and took her in his arms, whilst the other knights 
unbound her. 

This unhappy lady never felt nor knew what was done 
unto her, till such time as she was loosed from those 
bands, and in the arms of her lover ; but yet she thought 
that she had been in the arms of the Two-headed Knight, 
and therefore she gave a terrible sigh, saying : " O Pol- 
lemus. my true betrothed husband, where art thou now, 
that thou comest not to succour me?" and therewith 
ceased her speeches. 

The prince, hearing these words, would have answered 
her, but he was disturbed by hearing a great noise of a 
horse, which seemed to be in the woods amongst the 
trees. The rest of the knights, intending to see what 
it should be, left the lady lying upon the green gprass, in 
the keeping of prince Pollemus and the mariners, and 
St. George's sons went towards the place where they 
heard that rushing noise ; and as they diligently looked 
about them, they beheld the two-headed monster, mount- 
ed upon a furious palfrey, who returned to see if the lady 
was alive, for to torment her anew. 

But when he came to the pillar, and saw not the lady, 
with an ireful look he cast his eyes, looking round about 
him on every side ; and at last he saw the three knights 
coming towards him with a slow pace, and how the lady 
was untied from the pillar where ho left her, and in the 
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anna of another knight, making her lonrowful com* 
plaint 

The Two-headed Knight, seeing them in this order, 
with great wrath came riding towards them ; and when 
he was near them, he said: "Fond knighta, what 
wretched folly and madness hath hewitched you, that 
without any leave you have adventured to untie the ladj 
from the pillar where I left her? Or come you to offer 
up your blood in sacrifice upon my falchion V* To 
whom one of the three valiant brothers answered and 
said: '* We be knights of a strange country, that at the 
sorrowful complaint of this lady arrived at this place ; 
and seeing her to be a beautiful woman, and without any 
desert to be thus evil entreated, it moved us to put our 
persons in adventure against them that will seem far- 
ther to misuse her." 

Hereat began as terrible a battle, between the Two- 
headed Knight and St. George's sons, as ever was fought 
by any knights : their mighty blows seemed to rattle in 
the elements like a terrible thunder, and their swords to 
strike sparkling fire in such abundance, as though it had 
been from a smith's anvil. 

During this conflict, the English knights were so grie- 
Toasly wounded, that all their bright armour was stained 
with a bloody gore, and their helmets bruised with the 
terrible strokes of the monster's falchion ; whereat they 
grew so enraged, that one of them struck an overthwart 
blow with his trusty sword upon his knee; and by 
reason that his armour was not very good, he cut it clean 
asunder, so that leg and all fell to the ground, and the 
Two-headed Knight fell on the other side to the earth ; 
and with great roaring he began to rage and stare like a 
beast, and to blaspheme against the Fates for this his 
sudden mishap. The other two brethren, seeing this, 
presently cut off his two heads. There was another 
knight that came with this monster, who, when he saw 
all that had passed, with great fear returned the way 
from whence he came. 

These victorious conquerors, when they saw that they 
were delivered from the tyrant's cruelty, with joyful 
hearts they departed with conquest to the i)rince of 
Constantinople, where they left him comforting his dis- 
trested lady. 
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At the end of three days, when she had somewhat 
recovered her health, they left the country of Armenia, 
and departed back to the seas, where they had left their 
ships lying at road, that tarried thereuntil their coming. 
Whereinto they had no sooner entered, but the mariners 
hoisted sail, and took their way towards Constantinople, 
as the knights commanded. The wind served them so 
prosperously, that within a small time they arrived ia 
Greece, and landed within two day's journey of the 
court, which lay then about a mile from Constantinople. 

Being on land, the prince PoUemus consulted with St. 
George's three sons what course were best to be taken 
fur their proceeding in the court : " For," saith he, 
" unless I may with the emperor my father's consent 
enjoy my dearest Dulcippa, I will live unknown in her 
company, rather than delight in the heritage of ten such 
empires." 

At last they concluded that the lady should be covered 
with a black veil from being known, that PoUemus 
should appear in black arms, and the other knights be 
attired suitably, and that all should ride together ; which 
accordingly they did, and about ten in the morning en- 
tered the palace ; where they found the emperor, and 
the seven champions, with many other princes, in the 
great hall ; to whom one of St. George's sons thus 
spake : 

** Great emperor, and noble knights, this knight that 
leadeth the lady, hath long loved her ; in their births there 
is great dUTerence, so that their parents crossed their affec- 
tions ; for him she hath endured much sorrow, and fur 
her he will and hath suffered many hazards. His coming 
thus to your court is to this end, to approve her the 
only deserving lady in the world, himself the faithfuUest 
knight, against all knights whatsoever ; which, with 
your imperial leave, he, myself, and these two my asso- 
ciates, will maintain; desiring your majesty to give 
judgment as we shall deserve.** 

The emperor condescended ; and on the green before 
the palace, those four overthrew more than four hun- 
dred knights ; so that St. George and three other of the 
champions entered the lists, and ran three violent cour»ef 
against the black knights, without moving them ; ^lui» 
never suiEered the points of theix B^eax% \q \«^>5^ >i»% 
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armoar of the ehampioni ; which the emperor pereeir- 
ing, guessed them to be of acquaintance ; wherefore, 
giring judgment that the knight should possess his lady, 
at his request they diRcovered themselves. 

To describe the delightful comfort that the English 
champion took in the presence of his children, and the 
joy that the emperor received at the return of his lost 
son. requires more art and eloquence than my tired senses 
ean afford : I am, therefore, here forced to leave the 
flower of chivalry in the city of Constantinople. 

Of whose following adventures I will at large disconne 
hereafter ; and how all these famous champions came to 
their deaths, and for what canse they were called the 
Seven Saints of Christendom. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Hbsb mast you suppose, gentle readers, that Time had 
run a long race before these aforesaid thrice-honoured 
champions had purchased so many victories : and, being 
now wearied with age, Death, with his gloomy counte- 
nance, began to challenge an end of all their worldly 
achievements, and to draw their noble names to a full 
perfection : therefore preparing a black stage (for ho- 
nour) to act his last scene out, thus it followed. 

The valiant champion St. Patrick, feeling himself 
weakened with time and age, not able any longer to en- 
dure the bruises of princely achievements, became an 
hermit : wandering up and down the world in poor habili- 
ments, he came at last to the country of his birth, which 
is now called Ireland, but in former times Hibernia; 
where, instead of martial achievements, he offered up, 
in the name of his Redeemer, devout orisons, daily 
making petitions to the Deity of Glory, in behalf of hia 
desired peace : a life more delightful to his aged heart, 
than all his former accomplishments. And now, willing 
to bid farewell to the world, he desired an enclosure to 
be made,. and to be pent up in a stony wall from the 
sight of all earthly objects. To which request of this 
holy father (now no soldier, but a man of peace) the in- 
habitants condescended, and built him a four-square 
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house of stone, without either window or door, only a 
little hole to receive his food in ; wherein they closed 
him up. never to be seen more alive by the eyes of 
mortal men. Also appointing divers of the country to 
bring him at convenient times food to maintain nature, 
they delivered it in at the aforesaid hole, which they 
thought to be a deed of more than common charity, and 
he, the receiver, to be an honour to their country, by 
the severe and strict course of life he put himself to. 
Thus lived he the servant of his God, day and night 
kneeling on the bare ground, till thrice the winter's cold 
had taken departure, and as oft the summer's warmth 
had cheered the cold earth, making his knees hard with 
kneeling, and his eyes dim with lamentations for his 
former offences. In which time the hairs of his head 
M'ere all overgrown, and the nails of his fingers seemed 
like the talons and claws of an old raven ; with which, 
by little and little, he digged his own grave, preparing 
against the hour of his death to be buried in : which, in 
process of time, came thus to effect as foUoweth. 

When he had wasted, as I have said before, thrice 
twelve months in divine contemplations, by inspiration 
(as it seemed) he laid him down in the grave that his 
own nails had digged, and gave up the ghost. 

Thus being changed from a lively substance to a dead 
picture, his attenders, as their usual custom was, came 
with food to relieve him, and calling at the hole where 
he had wont to receive it, they heard nothing but empty 
air blowing in and out, which made them conjecture 
presently that death had prevailed, and the fatal sisters 
had finished up their labours. So calling together more 
company, they made an entrance thereinto ; and finding 
what had happened, by a common consent of the whole 
kingdom they pulled down the aforesaid house or tower, 
and in the same place builded a most sumptuous chapel, 
calling it St. Patrick's Chapel ; and in the place where 
this holy father had buried himself, they likewise 
erected a monument of much richness, framed upon pil- 
lars of pure gold, beautified with many artificial sights, 
most pleasant to behold; whereunto for many years 
after resorted distressed people, such as were commonly 
molested with loathsome diseases ; where making their 
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orif ona at St. Patrick's tomb, they fuand help, and were 
restored to their former healths. 

By vrhich means the name of St. Patrick U grown so 
fonoQS through the world, that to this day he is intituled 
one of our Christian champions, and the saint for Ire- 
land ; M'here, in remembrance of him, and of his ho- 
nourable achicTemcnts done in his lifetime, the Irishmen 
as well in England as in that country, do as yet, in ho- 
nour of his name, keep one day in the year a festlral, 
wearing upon their hats each of them a cross of red 
silk, in token of his many adventures under the Chris- 
tian cross, as you have heard in the former history at 
large discoursed : whose noble deeds, both in life and 
death, we will leave sleeping with him in the grave, and 
speak of our next renowned tragedy, which Heaven and 
Fate had allotted St. David, the champion for Wales, at 
that time intituled Cambro Britanus. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Some months after the departure of St. Patrick from the 
city of Constantinople, St. David, having a heart still 
fired with fame, thirsted even to his dying day for ho- 
nourable achievements ; and although age and time had 
almost wearied him away, yet would he once more make 
his adventure in the field uf Mars, and seal up his ho* 
nours in the records of fame with a noble farewell. 

So upon a morning, framing nimself for a knightly 
enterprise, he took his leave of the other champions ; 
and all alone, well mounted upon a lusty courser, fur« 
nished with sufiicient habiliments, he began a journey 
home towards his own country, accounting that his best 
joy and the soil of his most comfort. 

But long had he not travelled, ere he heard of the 
distresses thereof ; how Wales was beset with a people 
of a savage nature, thirsting for blood, and the ruin of 
that brave kingdom ; and how that many battles had 
been fought to the disparagement of Christian knight- 
hood. "Whereupon arming himself with true resolution, 
he went forward with a courageous mind, either te 
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redeem the fame, or to lose his best blood in the honour 
of the adventure. 

'Whereupon, all the Wajr as he travelled, he drew into 
his aid and assistance all the best knights he could find, 
of any nation whatsoever, giving them promises of noble 
rewards, and entertainment as befitted so worthy a fel- 
lowship. By this means, before he came upon the bor- 
ders of Wales he had gathered together the number o' 
five hundred knights, of such noble resolutions, that a\ 
Christendom could not afibrd better, the Seven Cham- 
pions excepted. And these, all well furnished for battle, 
entered the country ; where they found many towns un- 
peopled, gallant houses subverted, monasteries defaced, 
cities ruinated, fields of corn consumed with fire — yea, 
every thing so out of order, as if the country had never 
been inhabited. Whereupon, with a grieved mind, see- 
ing the region of his birthplace so confounded, and no- 
thing but uproars of murder and death sounded in his 
ears, he summoned his knights together, placing them 
in battle array to travel high up into the country, for the 
performance of his desired hopes. .But as they marched 
along with an easy pace, to prevent dangers, there re- 
sorted to them people of all ages, both young and old, 
bitterly complaining of the wrongs thus done unto their 
country. "Where, when they knew him to be the cham- 
pion of Wales, whom so long they had desired to sec, 
their joys so exceeded, that all former woes were abolished 
and they emboldened to nothing but revenge. 

The rest of the knights that came with St. David, 
perceiving their forces and numbers to increase, pur- 
posed a present onset, and to show themselves before 
their enemies ; who lay encamped amongst the moun- 
tains, with such strength and policy that hard it was to 
make an assailment. 

Whereupon the noble champion, being then their 
general and leader, called his captains together, and with a 
bold courage said as followeth : 

"Now is the time, brave martialists, to be canonised 
the sons of Fame : this is the day of dignity or disho- 
nour — an enterprise to make us ever live, or to end our 
names in obscurity. Let not chill Fear, the coward's 
companion, pull us back from the golden throne, where 
the adventurous soldier sits in glory deservedly. We 



2 THE SBVBN CHAMPIONS 

are to trample in the field of death and dead men'i 
bones, and to bucUe with an enemy of great strength, 
• Pagan's power, that seeks to overrun all Christian 
kingdoms, and to wash our Cambrian fields with inno- 
cent blood. To arms ! I say, brave followers : I will 
be the first to give death the onset ; and for my colonis 
or ensign do I wear upon my burgonet, you see, a green 
leek beset with gold, which shall, if we win the victory, 
hereafter be an honour unto Wales ; and on this day, 
being the first of March, be it for ever worn by the 
'Welshmen in remembrance hereof." 

Which words were no sooner spoken by the cham- 
pion, but all the royal army, of every degree and call- 
ing, got themselves the like recognizance — which was 
each of them a green leek upon their hats or beavers, 
which they wore all the time of the battle ; and by that 
means the champion's followers were known from the 
others. This was not long a doing before St. David and 
his company beheld, descending from the mountains, 
an army of Pagans, as it seemed numberless ; people 
of such mighty statures, whose sight might have daunted 
their noble resolutions, had not the brave champion still 
animated them with princely encouragements. Time 
stayed not long ere the battles joined ; and the Pagans, 
with their iron clubs and bats of steel, so laid about 
them, that had not our Christian army been preserved 
by miracle, such a slaughter had been made of the 
champion and the knights that well might have caused 
the whole world to wonder at. 

But the queen of chance so favoured St. David and 
his followers, that, what with their nimble lances, keen 
darts and arrows, shot from their quick bows and Welsh 
hooks in great abundance, (the sun also lying in the 
Pagans' faces, to their great disadvantage,) in a short 
time the noble champion won a worthy victory. The 
ground lay all covered with mangled carcasses ; the 
grassy fields changed from green into red colour, with 
the streams of blood that ran from horse and man thus 
murdered. A noble policy was it for all our Christians 
in that battle to wear green leeks in their burgonets for 
iheir colours ; by which they were all known and pre- 
served from the slaughter of one another's sword's ; 
Only St, Pavid himself excepted, who, being victor, in 
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the highest pride of his glory, was at last vanquished. 
O unhappy fate, to cut oflf his honour, that was the only 
darling uf Honour ! Help me, Melpomene, to bewail his 
loss, that having won all. lost his dear life ; a life that the 
whole world might well have miss of. Oh fatal chancel 
For, coming from the battle, over-heated in blood, so 
sudden a cold congealed in all his life's members, that 
he was forced to yield unto Death, to the great grief of 
all his knights and followers, who for the space of forty 
days mourned for him in great heaviness, and after at* 
tended him unto his grave with much sorrow. 



CHAPTER XX. 

St. Dbnis, being the third in this our pilgrimage of 
death, was likewise desirous of the sight of his owu 
country, which he had not seen in many years ; and 
purposing a toilsome travel to the same, took leave of 
the other champions, who were not altogether willing to 
leave so noble a champion ; yet, considering the desire 
of his mind, they quickly condescended, wishing him 
the best welfare of knighthood ; and so parting, they to 
their princely pavilions, and he to his restless journey, 
as well mounted, and as richly furnished with habili- 
ments of knighthood, as any martialist in all Arabia, in 
which country he then was. But leaving that place, to 
satisfy his desires, he travelled day by day towards the 
kingdom of France, without any adventure worth re- 
porting, till he arrived upon the borders of that fair 
country that he had so long wished to behold. But now 
see how Fate frowned I for there was remaining in the 
French king's favour a knight of St. Michael's order, 
who in former times hearing of the honourable adven- 
tures of this noble champion St. Denis, and thinking 
him to be a disparagement to his knighthood and the 
rest of that order, conspired to betray him, and to 
bring all his former honours with his life to a final over- 
throw. 

Whereupon this envious knight of St. Michael goes 
u?ito the king, (being as then a Pagan prince, one that 
had no true knowledge of the Deity,) and said : " There 

T 
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wu cone into hit kingdom a strange knlgbt, a fidaobe- 
Uerer, one that in time would draw the Iotc of bis sub- 
fects from him to the worship of a strange god ; and 
that, in despite of liim and Iiis country, he would 
establish a falsiQcd opinion : and that he wore upon his 
breast the Christian cross ; with many other things, 
contrary to the laws of his kingdom." 

Upon these false informations the king grew so en- 
gaged, that, without any more consideration, be caused 
die good knight St. Denis to be attacked in bis bed- 
chamber ; otherwise a score of the best knights in all 
France had not been sufficient to bring him prisoner to 
the king's presence : before whom being no sooner come 
but with more than human fury, without cause, he ad- 
judged him a speedy death, and by martial law, with- 
out any further trial, to receive the same. 

The good champion St. Denis, even in death baring 
a most noble resolution, nothing at all dismayed, and 
knowing his cause to be good, and that he should suffer 
for the name of his sweet Redeemer, he most willingly 
accepted of the same judgment, saying: *' Most mighty 
but yet cruel king, think not but yet this exceeding 
tyranny will be requited in a strange manner. Thy ci-n- 
snre I take with much joy, in that I die for Him. whose 
colours I have worn from my infancy ; and this my 
deatli seals up the obligation of all my comforts. And 
thou, sweet country, where I first took life, receive it 
again, a legacy due unto thee ; for this my blood, which 
here 1 offer up into thy bosom, is the best gift I can be- 
stow upon thee. Farewell, knighthood ; farewell, honour- 
able adventures and princely achievements : never may 
this dauntless arm brandish weapon more in honour of 
the Christian cross ; for death awaiteth at my back to 
cut off all such noble hopes, and by tyranny am I be- 
trayed thereto !" 

These speeches being uttered, he was forced to stand 
silent ; and in the presence of the king, with many 
hundreds more, was constrained to yield his body to the 
fatal stroke ; where his head being laid upon the block, 
was by a base executioner quickly dissevered from the 
rest of his manly members. Which being no sooner 
lone, and the champion lifeless, but the elements, beset 

ilh cloudy exhalations, sent down such a terrible 
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thimflerelap, that presently struck dead the knight of 
St Michael, who accused him, the executioner, with 
others that were at his attachment. At which fearful 
spectacle the king^ himself grew so amuzod, that he 
deemed him to he a blessed creature ; that he had suf- 
fered wrongfully ; and that His cause, for which he so 
willingly rendered up his life, was the true cause which 
all must hare a desire to die in ; wherefore, instantly, 
from a Pagan, the king turned Christian, and caused the 
same to be proclaimed through all his provinces, ordain- 
ing churches to be built in remembrance of this great 
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Hbrv, gentle reader, with a sad eye prepare to give en- 
tertainment to the sorrowful manner of the Spanish 
champion's death, who by tyranny and cruel dealing of 
the infidels was likewise made away : for age and time, 
as upon the former, grew upon him, and so enfeebled 
his strength, that he was no longer able to manage the 
adventures of chivalry, nor fight the battles of his Sa- 
viour. Wherefore, resolving to spend the remnant of 
his days in peace, he desired leave likewise to commit 
his fortunes to the queen of chance ; which, as the 
others did, he quickly obtained : and so, leaving Con- 
stantinople, he put himself to travel towards the country 
of his first being, not decked in his shining armour, nor 
mounted on his Spanish geniiet, but poor and bare in 
outward habit, though inwardly furnished with gold and 
jewels of an inestimable value, which he had sewed up 
in the patches of a russet gaberdine, the better to travel 
with. Where, instead of a bright shining cuttle-axe, 
his pilgrim's staff served him to walk with ; and for his 
burgonet of glittering steel, he covered his head (now 
as white as thistle-down with age) with a hat of a grey 
colour, broached with a broad scallop-shell. His princely 
lodgings were changed to green pastures, and his cano- 
pies to the skies' axured covering, where the nightingale 
and lark told the time's passage. 

In which manner travelling many days, giving ttlVl «j^ 
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1m went to the poor and needy luch small pieeee of 
tilrer as he well could spare, he anired at last upon the 
eonflnes of Spain : where. In honour of that God tat 
whom. he had fought so many battles, he built up, at 
his own charge, a sumptuous chapel, to this day bearing 
the name of St. Jaques's chapel, (which name Jaqnes is 
the same as our James ;) and, for the maintenance of the 
said chapel, he purchased divers lands adjoining; snl 
placed choristers to sing day and night therein, iUlela- 
jah to his Redeemer. 

This celestial gift and glorious custom so prepared, 
begot such love of the meaner sort of people, that they 
esteemed him more than a man ; such a reTerence of 
regard bestowed they upon him, that the rery name of 
this noble champion won greater admiration than the 
high tilts of their country's king ; who being then a 
cruel tyrant and proud ruler, maintaining atheism by 
his government, grew so envious thereat, that he caused 
good St. Jaques, with the whole choir of celestial 
singers, to be closed up together in the chapel which 
the champion had erected, and so starved them to death. 
Oh bloody butchery, and inhuman cruelty I A death of 
more terror than ever was heard of. But to be shurt, 
hunger prevailed, and they died ; their bodies putrified, 
and in time consumed away to dust and mould ; where- 
upon the Lord, to show how they died in liis favour and 
the love of heaven, inflicted such a light in the chapel, 
that it shined day and night with such a glorious bright- 
ness, as if it had been the glorious palace of the sun : 
and likewise continually was heard therein, though no 
creature remaining, such a choir of melodious harmony, 
as if it had been the sound of celestial music. Which 
strange pleasures, both to the eyes and ear, bred so 
great an amazement to the whole country, that all with 
common consent accused their king for the tyrannous 
putting to death of these good men, but especially the 
noble St. Jaques, whom they purposed to hold for their 
country's saint and champion till the world's dissolution. 
The proud king, perceiving now his own rashness, and 
the common hate against him for tliis cruel deed, took 
such an inward conceit of grief, that, without taking 
any food ever after, he languished away and died. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Aftbs all thete proceedings, Nature, the common none 
of us oil, so wrought in the heart of St. Antliony, the 
champion for Italy, that he undertook the next tragical 
enterprise, and leaving St. George with St. Andrew, in 
the emperor's court at Constantinople, he took hit 
journey towards Italy ; and knowing, by the course of 
nature, that his days were not many, he purposed there 
to set up his life's rest, and in death to finish up all 
earthly troubles. So coming, after a long journey, to 
imperial Rome, where the emperor Domitian kept 
his court ; and the city being then in her chiefest pomp 
and glory, won great desire in the champion's mind to 
see the monuments of the same. 

So upon a morning, going firom his lodgings, he 
walked up and down the streets with admiration, and 
fed his eyes with many delightful objects. First, with 
great wonder he stood gazing upon the monuments that 
were erected in the honour of all their famous emperors, 
consuls, orators, and conquerors, things which yielded 
him great pleasure. The next thing that his eyes de« 
lighted in, was the temple of the twelve Sibyls, a most 
miraculous building ; in which temple all their prophe- 
cies were enrolled ; as also the beginning and ending of 
the whole catalogue of the heatheu gods, as Mars, Ju- 
piter, Saturn, Apollo, and suchlike ; with their maimer 
of worship. The next that he saw was the house of 
Remus and Romulus, who built Rome : a building of 
much worthiness. Next unto it stood an ancient prison 
(an old rotten thing) where the man lay that was con- 
demned to death, and could have nobody come to him 
but was searched, yet was kept alive a long space by 
sucking of his daughter's breasts. After this he saw 
Pompey's theatre, reputed one of the nine wonders of 
the world : the emperor Nero's tomb, maintained with 
disgrace, for the offence he did in setting Rome on fire. 
To conclude, he spent many days in viewing the martyrs* 
tombs, and other relics brought from Jerusalem. 
Amongst many other delightrui sights, he came into a 
chapel dedicated unto himself, culled " The Honour of 
St. Anthony ;" wherein was pourtrayed, i:i alabaster 
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pictaTOf, the true formi of all the ehampions of Chtis- 
tendom, with the'storiet of all their adTentoret, eoin- 
bats, tournaments, and battles ; their imprisonments, 
dangers, and enchantments ; all pictured up by enchant* 
ment and witclicraft ; whereupon ran a prophecy, that 
the patrun of this chapel should ever live uneonqaered, 
and never embrace death, till his eyes were witness of 
the same portraitures ; which in golden letters was hi« 
KTibed over the chapel door, or entranee. Which when 
St. Anthony had beheld, and knowing himself to be the 
man, with a meek mind he embraced his own end, uid 
never after departed the chapel, but remained kneelinf 
in the same upon the bare marble, making his orisons 
of repentance to the Eternal Deity, till pale destiny bad 
cut off the threads of his old days. 

And thus being converted to mouldy earth, the emperor 
caused him to be entombed in the same chapel ; and 
over his grave to be set a magnificent chair ; in which 
chair, for many years after, the Roman conquerors re- 
ceived their laurel rewards of martial victoxj. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

St. Obosob and St. Andrew were the last two cham- 

1 lions that staid together, and, as it seemed, the dearest 
ove remained between them two ; but yet rusty Time 
with his swift course would needs part them, and break 
this their united fellowship. For the summons of ho- 
nour so animated the bold heart of the Scottish cham- 
pion, that he burned with desire to see his native coun- 
try, and to behold the place of his first being. So 
leaving Constantinople, only honoured witli the presence 
of St. George and his three sous, he travelled, day by 
day. till Time and Fate set him happily in the kingdom 
of Scotland ; where having not been for many years be- 
fore, he received sutrh entertainment as if he had been 
the greatest emperor of the world : for all the streets 
and passages as he went were furnished with people of 
the best regard, to give him a gracious welcome to his 
native home ; especially the king himself, who, for the 
lore and honour he bore unto his name and knighthood. 
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lodged him in his own palace, and proclaimed for hit 
noble welcome a princely tournament to be holden fox 
the space of fifteen days ; in which time all the nobility 
and martial knights of Scotland performed such well* 
approved achievements, that neither Oreece, Constanti- 
nople, Rome, nor Jerusalem, could equal them in tho 
least regard. St. Andrew being now aged, and unapt 
for such princely encounters, sat as a beholder, censur- 
ing of the best deserver, and gave such due commenda- 
tions as befitted so gallant a company. And for a fare- 
well of such time-honoured pastimes, he desired leave 
of the king to depart, and to spend the remnant of his 
lire in private contemplations, for the good of his soul, 
and to wash away with the water of true penitence, all 
that bluod he had spilt in his travel about the world in 
the maintenance of knighthood ; a request so reasonable 
that the king could nut refuse but give his consent. So 
taking leave of his majesty, and the rest of the nobility 
and knights there present, he departed up to a mountain, 
far remote from the king's court, under which by na- 
ture was erected a cave or hollow vault ; wherein he re- 
mained for the space of a year, studying divinity and 
the commands of his Redeemer — Scotland being then a 
rude and heathenish country, where the common sort of 
people inhabited — by which means he was much ad- 
mired, yet supposed to be sent from some place unknown 
as a messenger to bring them evil tidings : whereupon 
those misbelieving people, by a common consent, (taking 
him for some subtle conspirer against their Pagan gods, 
which as then they worshipped,) put him secretly to 
death; and after cutting off his head, in hope of reward, 
bore it to the king, deeming they had done a deed of 
much deserved commendation : which inhuman cruelty 
when the king saw, with much grief he lamented the 
loss of this good man, and with all speed, in revenge of 
his death, raised a power of his best-resolved knights of 
war, putting every one to the sword, both man, woman, 
and child, that in any manner consented to the cham- 
pion's death ; and after, in process of time, appointed 
a monastery to be built in the same place where he died. 
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CHAFTSB lOUV. 

Now droopi mj weary mate, for she is come unto ber 
latest tragedy. St George is lammoned to the bar of 
Death, where magnifieent Honour stands ready to gire 
his name a noble renown to all ensuing ages. 

This illustrious champiun, when he was left by the other 
six. in the company of his three sons, Guy, Alexander, 
and DaTid. had such strange imagtnationa day by day 
possess his mind, so that he could not rest nor sleep : 
sometimes supposing his companions were in great dis* 
tress ; other while, how they had won the ehiefiest goal 
of honour, little needing his knightly senrice and assist- 
ance ; sometimes one thing, sometimes another, so mo- 
lested him, that he must needs make his adrentore to 
foUow them. 

Whereupon, calling his three sons together, he went 
to the Grecian emperor, and requested that they might 
all four depart, with his leave and liking ; for knightly 
adventures had challenged them all to appear in some 
foreign region, where noble achievements were to he 
performed ; but where and in what country his destiny 
had not yet revealed to liim. 

So furnishing them all four in habiliments of shining 
steel, they left Constantinople, as it were guided by 
Fute until they came into England, then called Britain, 
whose chalky clifis St. George had not secu in twice 
twelve years : and now, coming with a swe);t embrace* 
mcnt of his native country, he gave Lis three sons 
thereinto a most joyful welcome, showing them, to their 
great comfort, the brave situation of the towij? and 
cities, and the pleasant prospects of the fields as they 
passed, until they came within sight of the city of Co- 
ventry, where he was born, and received h* i first being; 
upon whose glittering pinnacles he no scjtier cast his 
eyesight, but the inhabitants interrupted his delights 
-with a doleful report, how upon Dunsmore Heath as 
then remained an infectious dragon, that so annoyed the 
country that the inhabitants thereabouts could uot pass 
the heath without great danger ; and how that fifteen 
knights of the kingdom had already lost their lives in 
adventuring to suppress the same. Also giving him to 
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trnderstand of a prophecy, " that a Christian knight 
never bom of a woman should be the destroyer thereof, 
and his name in after ages, for accomplishing the ad- 
venture, should be held for an eternal honour to the 
kingdom.'* 

St. George no sooner heard thereof, and what wrongs 
his native country received by this infectious dragon, 
than, knowing himself to be the knight, he grew so en- 
couraged, that he purposed presently to put the adven- 
ture in trial, and either to free his country from so great 
danger, or to finish his days in the attempt : so taking 
leave of his sons, and the rest there present, he rode 
forward with as noble a spirit as he did in Egypt, when 
he there combated with the burning dragon. 

So coming to the middle of the plain, where his in- 
fectious enemy lay crouching on the ground in a deep 
cave, who by a strange instinct of nature knowing his 
death to draw near, made such a yelling noise, as if the 
element had burst with thunder, or the earth had shook 
with a terrible exhalation ; and coming from his den, 
and espying the champion, he ran with such fury against 
him, as if he would have devoured both man and horse 
in a moment ; but the champion, being quick and nimble, 
gave the dragon such way that he missed him, and with 
his sting ran full two feet into the earth ; but, recover- 
ing, he returned again with such rage upon St. George, 
that he had almost turned his horse over and over ; but 
that the dragon, having no stay of his strength, fell with 
his back downward upon the ground, and his feet up- 
ward: whereat the champion taking advantage, kept 
him still down, with his horse standing upon him, with 
his lance goring him through in divers parts of the body : 
and withal, contrariwise, the dragon's sting annoyed the 
good knight in such sort, that the dragon being no sooner 
slain and weltered in his venomous gure, but St. Ooorge 
likewise took his death's wound by the deep strokes of 
the dragon's sting, which he received in divers parts of 
his body, and bled in such abundance, that his strength 
began to enfeeble and grow weak : yet retaining the 
true nobleness of mind, valiantly returned victor to the 
city of Coventry ; where his three sons, with the whole 
inhabitants, stood without the gates in great royalty, to 
receive him, and to give him the honour that beion^^d. 
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to so worthy a couqaeror ; who no sooner anired befon 
the city, and presented them with the dragon*s head 
which so long had annoyed the country, but, what with 
the abundance of blood that issued from his deep 
wounds, aud the long bleeding without stopping the 
same, he was forced in his sons' arms to yield up his 
breath ; for whom his three princely sons long lamented, 
making the greatest moan that ever was made in any 
kingdom : aud. again, they were so seconded with the 
grief of the whole country, that all the laud, from the 
king to the shepherd, mourned for him for the space of 
a month ; which heavy time being ended, the king of 
this country, being a virtuous and noble prince, advanced 
St. George's three sons to noble offices : first, the eldest 
of them, named Ouy. to be earl of Warwick, and high 
chamberlain of his household : the next, named Alex- 
ander, according to his name, to be captain-general of 
his knights of chivalry : and the youngest, named David, 
to be his cup-bearer, and comptroller of all his revels 
and delights. And likewise, in remembrance of their 
noble father, the Christian champion, he ordained for 
ever after to be kept a solemn procession about the 
king's court, by all the princes and chief nobility of tht 
country, upon the twenty-third day of April, naming 
it St. George's Day. upon which day he was most so- 
lemnly interred in the city where he was bom ; and 
caused a stately monument to be erected in honour of 
him, though now by the ruins of time defaced and 
abolished. He likewise decreed, by the consent of the 
whole kingdom, that the patron of the laud should be 
named St. George, our Christian champion, in that he 
had fought so many battles in the honour uf Chris- 
tendom. • 

Leaving thus the Christian champions in their graves, 
we proceed now to relate the further surprising adventures 
that befell St. George's three sons ; as also the martial 
exploits of the sons of the other champions in defence of 
the Christian religion, and relief of distressed knights 
and ladies. 
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CHRISTENDOM. 



PART III. 



f HOWINO TBI YALIAMT ACTS OF 8T. 0101101*3 THllI 

SONS, 8I& Gxnr, sib albxandbs, and sib dayid. 

AS. ALSO, 
THB MABTIAL PBBFOBMANCBS OP SIB TUBPIN, SON TO 
ST. DBNIS ; SIB PBOBO, SON TO ST. JAMBS ; SIB OB- 
LANDO. SON TO ST. ANTHONY ; SIB BWIN. SON TO ST. 
ANOBBW; SIB PUBLIM, SON TO ST. PATBICK ; AND SIB 
OWEN, SON TO ST. DAYIO. 

CHAPTER I. 

Soon had wide-mouthed tattling Fame dispersed the 
news of the Seven Champions' death into all the coun- 
tries and kingdoms of the earth ; which caused an uni- 
versal joy and rejoicing among those miscreants and in- 
fidels who had felt the weight of their victorious arms, 
insomuch that they published a day of thanksgiving, to 
praise their gods. Mohammed, Termagant, and Apollo, 
for the deliverance of their countries out of the hands 
of such mortal enemies. Next they provided for the in- 
vasion of Christendom, and by a mutual consent to 
muster up such an army as should extirpate Christianity, 
and root out those seven nations from off the earth, 
whereof those worthies were the heroical champions ; 
and to this end the soldan of Persia wrote this ensuing 
letter to those kingdoms and nations which were therein 
concerned : 



284 THX 8XVXN CHAMPIONS 

** To an thoM PotenUtet and Followers of the Scot of 
Mohammed, the high and mighty Emperor the Soldaa 
of Persia sendeth greeting : 

** Know ye, that our gods have now at last sent the 
messenger of death, which hath arrested and clapped into 
graTes those terrors of our people, the Seven Champions 
of Christendom, by whom we have sustained so many 
harms and dangers ; by which means a gap is left open, 
whereby we may revenge our wrongs and injuries. To 
this purpose, we therefore desire you to meet us, with 
what power of men ye can make, on the plains of Ba- 
bylon ; there to join with the forces of other kings and 
princes, to be revenged on the Christians, by slaying 
their people, burning their towns and cities, and utterly 
destroy them from off the face of the earth." 

The copy of this letter being sent into several nations 
and kingdoms, the kings of those countries assembled 
together all the forces they could make, and with the 
greatest expedition they could use marched into the 
plains of Babylon. The first that came thither was the 
king of Arabia, attended with an army of twenty thou- 
sand men, whereof eight thousand were mounted on 
Arabian coursers, being armed with spears and targets, 
so swift and dexterous iu their undertakings, that they 
seldom missed of achieving any business they went 
about. His pavilion was of a violet colour, fringed 
wilh yellow, to distinguish what country he was of. 

The next was the soldan of Persia himself, with an 
army of ten thousand horsemen, and thirty thousand 
foot, of which nine thousand were pioneers, to level the 
way for the armies' marching, and to dig trenches for the 
assaulting of any castle or city. His pavilion was red, 
fringed with orange tawny ; being mounted on a hill, to 
be the more conspicuous to the beholders. 

Next was the king of Egypt, with twenty-five thou- 
sand men, of whiuli three hundred were magicians, or 
soothsayers, to charm and bewitch the Christian army, 
that they might not fight. His pavilion was blue, 
fringed with black, and was placed on the right hand of 
the king of Arabia. 

Soon after came the great cham of Tartary, with an 
army of thirty thousand men, all in quilled jackets, so 
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thicXiy vrouglit that no arrow could pierce them. Thej 
were all armed with steel gauntlets, and had swords of 
a liand's breadth, and withal so sharp, that they would 
cut off a man at the middle with a blow. His pavilion 
was of a primrose colour, with a white fringe, which was 
placed on the left hand of the soldan of Persia. 

Next came the king of Morocco, with two thousand 
horsemen, mounted all on Barbary steeds, armed with 
the shins of stags, so thick and tough that no sword 
could cut through them : he had also ten thousand foot- 
men, with iron maces, having round balls at the end of 
them of four or five pounds weight, therewith to dash 
out the Christians' brains. His pavilion and the fringe 
thereof were all black, to signify black and dismal days 
to ensue. He was placed next to the king of Egypt. 

The next that arrived in the fruitful fields of Babylon, 
was the king of Parthia, with an army consisting of fif- 
teen thousand men : he had also a hundred elephants, 
carrying towers on their backs, in each of which ten 
men might stand and fight. This king was in stature 
four feet higher than most men, having each limb an- 
swerable thereto ; so that he wore a sword of two yards 
in length, the pummel whereof weighed twenty pounds. 
His pavilion was sky-colour, fringed with sea-green, and 
was placed next to the king of Morocco. 

Next was the emperor or grand signior of the Turks, 
accompanied with ten thousand janisaries, armed with 
sharp scimitars, so keen that they would cut a bolt of 
iron asunder. He was armed in a coat of mail of bur- 
nished silver, having on his head a white turban, and a 
pendant on it, wherein was depictured a half-moon, with 
this motto, •• Still increasing." His pavilion was green, 
with silver and gold fringe, and was placed on the right 
hand of the soldan of Persia. 

After him came the prince of Tripoly, accompanied 
with four giants of a marvellous size and bigness, whose 
names were Oarian, Caras, Phidon, and Raphsarus. 
Those bore on their necks great knotty oaks, with which 
they could strike two yards deep into the ground, and 
were most dreadful to behold. He had also with him a 
deformed creature, called a sagittary, being half a man 
and half a horse, who could run as swift as a ship can 
sail having wind and weather ; his offensWe'«««.^'QL^%3w 
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A bow, with which he shot poisoned arrowi { and wu 
so expert therein, that he could shoot to ahalr's-breadth. 
Tills prince uf Tripoly was encamped next to the king 
of Parthia. and had a parilion of a pea-blossom colour, 
flrlngod Willi murrey. 

After him came the eonnt palatine of Treblxond, with 
fifteen hundred cross-buwtnen, all armed in steel corse- 
lets. He had also three thousand men that used slings, 
with which they could exactly hit whatever they aimed 
at. and that at a great distance from them. On his 
shield was painted a griffin grasping of a Christian, with 
this motto, ** Seised of his prey." His paTilion was of 
an asure colour, fringed with red. and was placed next 
to the emperor or grand signior of the Turks. 

The next that appeared on the Babylonian plains, for 
the destruction of the Christians, was the bassa of Aleppo, 
who brought with him a hundred wains laden with balls 
of wildfire, sulpliur, and certain engines called calthorps, 
being little thiugs made with four pricks of iron, of such 
a fashion, that which way sooTer they be thrown, one 
point will always stick up like a nail ; and these were 
to be thrown into the Christian's army, to spoil the 
feet of their horses. His pavilion was of an iron-grey 
colour, and was placed next to the count palatine of 
Trcbizond. 

Next was the mamelouk of Damascus, attended with 
.six tliousand horM i^nd six thousand footmen. He had 
also in his anr' « deformed monster, from the shoul- 
ders downwards shaped like a man, but his head and 
face like to that of a horse, being a present sent him 
from the chain uf Tartary, and from whom descended 
the horse-faced Tartar, killed by count Sereni. This 
mamelouk's pavilion was of yellow intermixed with 
black, and fringed with red, being placed next to the 
bassa of Aleppo. 

Many other kings, princes, and emperors were engaged 
in this enterprise, whose names would be too tedious 
here to recite ; insomuch that there was assembled such 
an army as made the earth to shake under the weight 
thereof; being more in number than that of Xerxes, 
wrhich drank up whole rivers dry as they went ; or than 
that of Macedonian Alexander, with which he conquered 
the greatest part of the world. 
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Being thus in this manner assembled together, the 
goldan of Persia, as one of the chiefest of the association, 
galheri'd the greatest princes and captains to his pavilion, 
ivhere he entertained them w'itli a costly banquet, and 
then he made this following oration : — 

" Most mighty kings, princes, and captains of this in- 
Tincible army, it is not unknown to you what injuries 
and mischiefs we have received from the Christian 
armies, under the conduct of those persons whom they 
called The Seven Champions of Christendom : to enu- 
merate them all in particular, would make my oration 
too tedious unto you ; I shall, therefore, only give you 
some few instances. What injury did St. George, the 
champion of England unto Ptolemy, king of Egypt, by 
stealing away his daughter ; as also from Almidor, king 
of Morocco, his dearest lady and mistress ! Did not 
tlie king's daughter of Thessaly run away from her 
country by the sly insinuations of St. Denis of France ? 
as, also, the king of Jerusalem's daughter by the like 
persuasions of St. James of Spain 7 What intolerable 
injury was it to the king of Thracia, to have his faiy 
daughter Rosalinde tempted away from her coxmtry by 
the Italian champion 1 But much more from the cham- 
pion of Scotland, to be deprived of his other six daugh- 
ters. Did not the Welsh champion slay the count 
palatine of Tartary in his father's court ? Besides in- 
finite other mischiefs, losses, and disgraces we hare 
received from them; all which, whilst they lived, we 
were not able to revenge ; but now, since Death hath 
been so kind to take them out of the world, let us pluck 
up our courage, and manfully fight in revenge of our 
injuries. Let pity be exiled our thoughts, neither 
sparing old age for their hoary heads, nor the tender 
infant for its pitiful cry : let not the tears of matrons 
find regard, nor the wailings of widows any respect ; but 
let all be destined to the sword, that we may have a 
general triumph in their utter confusion.*' 

This oration was received with a general applause, 
each one protesting his utmost endeavours for the extir- 
pation of Christianity, and never to sheathe his sword 
till they had laid the European cities equal with the dust, 
and their stately monuments in ruin, Uke to the lofty 
pyramids of Troy. And now, considering by experience 
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Um CaUl eiEecU of fbeir foriMr diseoid la deetiag * 
grneral. and how necemrj it was to have a conunate- 
in-eliief ; to avoid all controTenj, it was decreed amongst 
them, that six of the chiefest should be picked fiNth, 
and out of them one to be chosen by lot to be their 
generaL These six were, the king of Arabia, the soldaii 
of Persia, the soldan of Babylon, the king of Enrpt. tii« 
emperor of the Turks, and the king of Morocco. The 
lots being cast, it fell to the share of the soldan of Ba- 
bylon to be their general, the soldan of Persia n^for* 
genera], and the king of Arabia, by reason of the swift* 
aess of his eoorsers, scout-master-generaL Other Ungi 
and princes had appointed onto them sereral other 
offlees. according to their quality, and capacity they had 
in the feats of war. So that, all things considered, they 
seemed to be an army inrineible ; and for warlike pro- 
Tisious so much and plentiful, as far exceeded all num- 
ber of arithmetic 

Here will we leare this mighty army in the plains of 
Babylon, and come to tell you of the great preparations 
the Christians made to resist them. But first, we shall 
describe the valiant acts of St. George's three sons, and 
how they, hearing of this great army intended for the 
ruin of Cliritttendom, returned home to fight in defence 
of their country. 



CHAPTER II. 

You may ir'tmember. in the second part of this famous 
history, we left St. George's three sons in the English 
court ; where they had not continued long after their 
father's death, but, growing weary of idleness, and 
being more desirous to follow the camp of Mars than to 
dally with ladies in the court of Venus, they resolved to 
betake themselves to travel, and to seek out adventures 
in foreign countries; and having imparted their mind 
to the king, they furnished themselves with all things 
necessary for such a journey, and bidding the fruitful 
toU of England adieu, they in a few weeks* sailin-g 
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artived on tlie coasts of Sicily; -where, marching up 
higher into the country, they saw many houses, but no 
inhabitants — yea, wliole towns of empty houses, but 
neither man, woman, nor child within them; which 
made them mistrust some grievous pestilence had over- 
spread that country, and made it desolate of inhabitants ; 
wherefore, to avoid any infection which might happen 
unto them, they took up their lodging in the open 
fields, having only the starry firmament for their canopy. 
Thus sweetly reposing on their mother earth, they slept 
as soundly as if they had laid on beds of down, and been 
surrounded with curtains of the purest Arabian silk. 
Thus did they sleep securely, until such time as Aurora 
began to gild the firmament with her bright rays, and 
to usher in Phcebus's golden light ; when suddenly they 
were awakened with a most horrible noise, which seemed 
to be sent from the deep abyss, and to be able to rend 
file rocks asunder ; whereupon they suddenly buckled 
Bn their armour, and stood upon their guard ; and in- 
deed it was high time, for at that instant they saw 
coming towards them a most deformed monster, of an 
excessive bigness, and terrible shape, having eyes like 
burning saucers, and claws sharper than eagles' talons. 
He seemed to move like a high tower or pyramid, and 
with his weight to make the earth to tremble. The 
sight of this ugly monster so startled their horses, that 
they would hardly endure the bit ; but snorting, and 
stamping the earth with their feet, showed the dread 
they had of such a sight. But these three valiant 
knights, in whom were sown the seeds of true mag- 
nanimity, stood fearless to abide what danger soever 
might happen. 

Now began a most terrible battle, but St. Oeorge's 
sons so bravely behaved themselves, that they presently 
forced the monster to yield up his detested breath. 
Having obtained the victory, they returned thanks to 
the immortal powers, and leaving the carcass of the 
hideous monster, travelled up higher Into the country, 
hoping to meet with some of the inhabitants thereof, 
who, now they saw, had left their houses for dread of 
this monster. Having travelled some few miles, and 
desirous of refreshment after this encounter, they saw 
•ome imoke ascending out of the tunnel ot «^ \^VXV^ ^^ 
V 
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near unto them ; vhitber bending their conne, Chey taw 
standing at the door an aged hermit, in a gown of friest 
reaching to the gruund; his hair as wliile as the down 
of swans, or driven snow, which in a careless manner 
hang down his shoulders : in his face you might read 
the raap of sorrow, charactered out in deep-furrowed 
wrinkles ; whom the knights courteously saluted, desir- 
ing to know the reason why so fruitful a country as they 
had passed was left destitute of inhabitants. The aged 
hermit, having viewed them well, and perceived by their 
habit they were outlandish knights bent upon martial 
adventures, and seeming to be persons who dreaded no 
danger, he desired them to alight from their warlike 
steeds, and for a while to repose themselves in his lowly 
cell, and he would endeavour to satisfy their desires. 
*' In the mean time," said he, " I would desire you to 
take such homely refreshment as my cell affords ;" and 
thereupon brought them forth such country viands as 
that place afforded, which they courteously accepted; 
and having satisfied their hunger, the hermit began to 
make known to them how that the land was plagued 
by a monster named Pongo, who devoured men and 
women, and had made the country desolate. 

As they were discoursing, there chanced to pass 
by the cell a herald at arms, well accoutred, and at- 
tended on by four knights clad all in mourning armour, 
who were sent by the king into foreign countries, to 
proclaim in every place where they came, that if any 
knight would be so hardy as to encounter with this 
Pongo, and overcome him, he should be made a peer of 
the realm, and have a golden helmet for a reward. Tliis 
th»?ir errand being made known to the three knights, 
they declared how that they had killed the Pungo al- 
rea<ly ; which put a stop to their further journey ; and 
sending back one of the knights to the king, to inform 
him thereof, the rest went to view the dead carcass of 
the Pongo ; which having surveyed with great admira- 
tion, the three Sicilian knights invited sir Guy, sir 
Alexander, and sir David to the city of Syracusa, where 
the king then kept his court ; who courteously accept- 
ed of their proffer. So taking leave of the aged hermit, 
who returned to his cell, mounting their warlike steeds, 
ivith an easy pace they marched on. But when the 
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king heard the news of the monttet's ^eath, he caused 
tlie bells to be rung, and bonfires to be made, for joy 
thereof; and hearing how the three knights were coming 
towards him, he went forth to meet them, attended in 
this manner : — First, went two trumpeters clad in the 
arms of Sicily, being two planches argent, charged with 
as many eagles sable. Then followed a band of pen- 
sioners with golden streamers, which they displayed as 
they marched along. After them went fourscore knights, 
mounted on their barbed steeds, and armed with bright 
glistening falchions. Next went the king's life-guard, 
in buff-coats edged with silver fringe, and wearing on 
their shoulders coronation scarfs, inlaid with gold. After 
them the king himself, in a costly chariot studded with 
pillars of silver, and lined with carnation velvet ; being 
followed with an innumerable train of lords and gentle- 
men, and their attendants. 

Being brought in this great state to the king's palace, 
they were met by the queen Berenice, and her beautiful 
daughter Urania, the flower of courtesy, and paragon of 
rare perfection ; who, as she excelled the other Sicilian 
virgins in dignity and honour, so did she surpass them 
all in beauty, and other ornaments of nature ; to which 
were joined such rare endowments of the mind, as com- 
pleted her a princess of admirable parts. After they 
were alighted from the chariot, they were conducted to 
a stately room, where was provided for them a costly 
banquet ; which being ended, their ears were saluted 
with most choice music ; after which the ladies pre- 
sented them with a stately mask. All this while the 
princess Urania fed her eyes with beholding sir Guy, 
who, on the other hand, was so pierced with her (rans- 
cendant beauty, and her other rare accomplishments, 
that he wholly resigned himself to her devotion, she 
being the loadstone of his affections, attracting all the 
faculties of his soul in obedience to her commands. 

Thus did these two princely persons reciprocally bear 
true love to each other, though neither of them knew 
each other's mind. These heroic knights had not been 
many weeks in the Sicilian court, feasting and revelling 
in all the delights and pleasures which that fruitful 
country afforded, but such pleasures grew too tedious 
unto them, especially to sir Ouy, whose lo^« \^ >3kx% 
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prineMs Ur&nU made sports and eompaay disUstefti. 
unto biro ; so one erenlng. at such time as the golden 
chariotMr of hearen had inished his diurnal course, and 
driven his panting steeds down the western hill, he in- 
tended to take a solitary walk in the garden, when, 
coming under the princess Urania's chamber window, he 
heard the music of a lute, which with harmonious airs 
saluted his ears ; and listening awhile a roiee deUreied 
itself in these words : 

Now wo« is me, poor hspless virgin, I 
Am forced to yield to Cupid's deity : 

Ailstriviof Is isvain; , . 

Love the conquest he will gsin. 
And I a vassal must to him remain. 

Yet, Rentle Cupid, let me thee desire. 

To wound his breast, like mine, with equal fire. 

That so our loves, together joined. 

May settle in a quiet mind. 
And we in them may true contentment find. 

As sir Ouy was listening to this harmonious ToieCt 
there passed by him one of the princess Urania's ladies, 
which put a stop unto her singing : but pondering well 
in his mind the substance of her sonnet, it gare him 
great hopes of her affections to him ; and as every lover 
flatters himself in his own imagination, so did he ima- 
gine himself sole monarch of the princess's heart. That 
night the ladies had provided a stately mask, which at 
the end of every scene was attended with most rare 
music and excellent dancing ; to which mask the three 
brothers were invited. The time being come for the 
mask to begin, it was performed in this manner : 

First began a most excellent concert of music. Then 
entered four maskers in cloth of gold, most richly em- 
broidered; three of them personating the three god- 
desses, Juno, Pallas, and Venus, when they strove for 
the golden apple ou the moimt of Ida ; the fourth re- 
presented the shepherd Paris, who having heard their 
several pleas, which they made for the obtaining of the 
apple, he adjudged it to Venus. Having danced a ca- 
rouse about the room they withdrew. 

After a little space, the music playing again, accord- 
ing as it was appointed, the three knights took each of 
them a lady by the hand to lead them a dance : and 
now had sir Guy the happinesi to conrerse with hia 
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dear lady and miitresi : for, taking the prlnceu Urania 
by the hand, he \rith great courtesy and humility kissed 
it ; and she kindly accepting his proffer, he led her a 
course about the room in as great majesty and state as 
did ^neas, when he revelled it in the court of queen 
Dido; aud she following him with as much grace as 
might become the queen of love to hare acted it : and 
so, having showed the spectators that he could as well 
tread a measure in a dance, as handle the warlike lance, 
he. with the princess Urania, withdrew into a comer of 
that spacious room ; whilst sir Alexander, having asso- 
ciated himself with a gallant lady named Alsatia, and 
daughter to the viceroy of Naples, began a second course 
to the music ; which whilst they were performing, sir 
Guy made known his ardent attachment. 

Sir Alexander and the lady Alsatia having finished 
their dance, the comets and other wind music sounding 
aloud, they were called away to behold another scene of 
fresh maskers, which in this sort entertained the be- 
holders. First entered the likeness of a stately fabric, 
made of a pasteboard, and adorned with many golden 
streamers, which represented the temple of Honour. 
This being drawn to the further side of that spacious 
room, soon after entered another fabric, but lower and 
not so richly adorned, which represented the temple of 
Virtue, and was so placed that none could enter the 
temple of Honour but must first pass through the temple 
of Virtue. After entered several persons, who at- 
tempted to get into the temple of Honour, but were 
loath to go through the temple of Virtue, therefore 
they missed of their aim. Those who went through the 
temple of Virtue, were richly adorned and rewarded, and 
greatly honoured of the people ; but those who would 
climb up to the temple of Honour, and not enter it by 
the temple of Virtue, it was made so slippery on the top, 
that with the least treading awry they fell down and 
broke their necks. 

This show being ended, and the comets and other 
loud music ceasing, the valiant and renewed knight, sir 
David, taking a most beautiful damsel by the hand, 
named Artesia, and niece to the king of Sicily, by his 
sister Rodelentia, whose husband was a renowned knight 
a^ arms, and master of the strong caaVX^ ol Ksv^^\ 
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tills noble Udj. who had nat her taperior ftir beenty on 
the face of tlie earth . most willingly gare her hand to 
sir Darid ; and so. with as much portly majesty ss the 
gud uf war led tlie stately Venus, they danced a gallard; 
which whiltt they were doing, sir Ouy had a farther 
oppurtuiiity to speak to the goddess of hla afflictions. 

By this time the night was so far spent as aummooed 
them all to go to their beds ; where no sooner they were 
laid, but Soninus, the god of sleep, closed up their eyes 
in goltlen slumbers. Next morning, no sooner did Ao- 
rura from the glowing east dbplay her purple doors, and 
that Hyperion with his ruddy rays began to gild the ho« 
rizun witli his radiant beams, than the shrill notes of a 
silver trumpet, sounding at the court gates, raised them 
from their beds, to know what was the meaning of it; 
whi'n they were quickly informed, that it was a knigbt 
of Thessaly, attended on by a squire and a trumpeter, 
who desir(>d to speak with the king of Sicily; whe 
bein<; admitted into his presence delivered himself in 
these words : 

" Most noble prince, my coming hither to you. is to 
desire of you assistance for our distressed country of 
Thessaly. oppressed, and made almost desolate by the 
encroachments and tyranny of the king of Thrace : the 
cause of wliich quarrel he pretends to be, for that our 
king having but one daughter, named Mariana, the 
h«'iress to his crowns and dominions ; being a lady not 
on\y endued with excellency of nature's gifts, but withal 
•0 virtuous, aflable. and every way complete in know- 
ledge, that she may well be said to be the darling of her 
sex and admiration of all that know her. This peerless 
princess, the king of Thrace, who is famed a man given 
over to all licentiousness, and so far degenerate from 
royalty, that he commits actions unbeseeming a pea- 
sant, desired of her father to have her in marriage ; but 
she, loathing to link herself in such marriage bands, 
where love and true honour did not mutually embrace 
each other, refused so loathsome a proffer, and that with 
such indii^nation. that, upon his ambassador's return, 
being acquainted with her slighting, he resolved to do 
that by force which he could not obtain by favour : and 
to that end mustered a most puissant army ; which was 
done ill luch an inaUnt, \X\aX V^ "w^ m%xO&ft^ ^tct the 
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midst of our land before yre were prepared to meet him 
on our borders : nay, his horse, consisting of ten thou- 
sand well-approved soldiers, excellently armed, both 
with oSensiTe and defensive weapons, had by their in- 
cursion 80 affrighted our people, that our strongest 
citadels were not held sufficient to safeguard them Arom 
danger, and all left to the spoil of the enemy. At last 
this news arrived to our king, who held himself secure, 
by reason there was a mutual league of peace between 
them, which at that time was not half expired; so that 
he was altogether unprovided for the present, (a great 
fault in princes, to think any estate so permanent that 
it may not be soon overturned :) but upon the news 
hereof he bestirs himself; fortifies his chief city, La- 
rissa, where he kept his court ; and raises as puissant an 
army as he could, in so short a time, be provided with, 
which he marches against his enemies. The king of 
Thrace had with him a mighty giant, named Predo, in 
whom he put great confidence. This giant had the 
strength of ten men, and was for stature and shape very 
terrible to behold. In the valley of Tempe they joined 
battle, where, notwithstanding our men did what in 
them lay, as fighting for the liberty of their country, 
yet, being overpowered and borne down by tlie strength 
and valour of the giant Predo, they received a dismal 
overthrow ; the greatest part of the army was slain, and 
most of the rest taken prisoners ; amongst whom our 
wuful king was one ; who encountering Predo, who had 
on him a coat of mail, and over that an armour of two 
hundred pounds weight, being on foot, (for no horse was 
able to bear him,) our king running against him with 
his lance, it shivered in a thousand pieces ; nor could 
his sword aught avail against the giant's armour, al- 
though he laid on such strokes that sparkles flew from 
it as from a piece of hot iron when a smith is working 
it. But the giant valued his blows so little, finding him 
to be the Thessalian king, and now almost spent with 
long fighting, that he made no more ado. but clasping 
his arms about him. he carried both horse and man to- 
gether into his tent ; which our men seeing, fled, and 
dispersed themselves as well as they could for their own 
safety. And now the Thracians being absolute victors, 
it was agreed amongst them, that the f|^v«.n.\ ^«^q ^^\i2>^ 
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c&rrx our king prlioner with him into his castle vheie 
he lircs. being a place strongly situated in an island; 
having one associated with him, famous for his skill in 
the black art ; so that what by the strength of the one, 
and devilish cunning of the other, we despair of erer 
haviiig our king again. As for the king of Thrace, be, 
with the remains of his army, marched up to the city of 
I»arissa, wherein our princess Mariana is enclosed, and 
so straitly besieged, that without speedy help the city 
is in danger to be lost, and with it the liberty and wel> 
fare of our whole country, which now lies bleeding in a 
pitiful manner, unless, most noble prince, your goodness 
will be pleased to lend us any aid or assistance, which 
now both our nobles and commons do most humbly 
implore at your hands.** 

This woful tale being finished, mored great pity and 
compassion in all the hearers thereof, especially in the 
three English brothers, whose princely minds being en- 
dowed with the true seeds of magnanimity, they Towed^ 
by the honour of true knighthood, and all that was moal 
dear unto them, to use their utmost endeavours, were it 
to the spending their most precious blood, for the relier- 
ing the princess Mariana and her captivated father. The 
Sicilian king promising his best assistance to join 
with them, they with all speed made what haste they 
could for the mustering up of an army : and notwith* 
standing the great strength and terribleness of the giant 
Fredo did strike some dread and terror into the hearts 
of many, yet being accompanied with such inyincible 
knights as were these three brothers, they dreaded no 
danger, but with a valiant courage resolved to venture 
their lives with them; whose valiant acts and noble 
achievements, deserving to be recorded in the books of 
Fame, Calliope assisting, shall be recorded in the next 
chapter. 



CHAPTER III. 

Thb captains and other officers made such expedition 
in mustering up an army, that in a fortnight's time the^ 
had gotten together twenty thousand m?n ; all whick 
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the king completely armed out of his royal armoury, 
being a magazine sufficiently stored with all necessary 
habiliments of war. To the three brothers he gave each 
of them a silver helmet studded with gold, and inlaid 
with precious stones, as a reward of their victorious 
conquering the monster Pongo, appointing to their va- 
liant conduct the management of the whole army. 
Whilst thus the preparation was in hand, the courage- 
ous knight, sir Guy, although his heart was full fraught 
with valour, and bent to the performance of noble 
achievements, yet had love taken such deep impression 
in his thoughts, that it was death unto him to part with 
his Urania. 

However, he bestirred himself in mustering of his 
men, showing them huw to handle their weapons, and 
to use them to the best advantage ; also how to gain 
ground in fight, and when to retreat, with other things 
belonging to martial discipline. And now being ready 
for their march, he went to take his solemn leave of 
the princess Urania, who bestowed on him a very fair 
diamond ring, to wear for her sake, as also a medal of 
herself very curiously wrought with great art, and ex- 
ceeding costly, which he afterwards constantly wore ia 
his bosom, next his heart. 

The princess Urania now began to set such a high 
esteem on sir Guy, that she judged him worthy of the 
empire of the world. And, he being the sole monarch 
of her heart, she could not but breathe forth some sighs 
to think upon his absence ; but then, considering upon 
what an honourable account he was engaged, she could 
not but applaud his undertaking ; yet, to give him some 
more clear demonstration of her affection to him, upon 
his marching away, she went in her chariot to speak to 
him, whom she found at the head of his troops, and 
kindly bade him farewell in these words : 

" Most courteous knight, may Heaven prosper your 
undertaking according to the justice of your cause ; and 
that your return may be both speedy and honourable, 
and for your more prosperous proceeding, assure your- 
self you shall have a virgin's prayers day and night. In 
the mean time, let me request you to wear this scarf for 
my sake, that by looking on the same, I may not be al- 
together out of your remembrauce/' 
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In delifcring of which the tears began to flow into 
her eyea for grief at hit departure ; which that they 
might not be espied by sir Ouy, she made the more 
haste back to her palace, where from one of tlie highest 
turrets she might behold in what goodly array the army 
passed along ; the valiant Ouy, like a second Hector, 
prince of Troy, condncting them in as much state as the 
Macedonian monarch when he returned from the eon- 
quest of the Indian empire. 

The distressed state of the Thessalians was such as 
called aloud for help and succour, which made the Sici- 
lians to make such haste, that in four days* time they 
were gotten into the bounds of pleasant Thessaly ; a 
country formerly enriched with all the delights that art 
and nature could afford; but now, by the miseries of 
war. so ruinated and devastated, that it looked like to 
a barren wilderness. The first place they made to was 
the city of Larissa, wherein the princess Mariana was 
besieged ; for the relief of which sir Alexander was sent 
before, with a choice part of the army, to gire them a 
camisado in the night-season ; the rest of the army 
marching at more leisure to second them, if they should 
be overpowered: and one of the Thessalians, who was 
well acquainted with the country, was sent into the city 
to give them notice of their coming, and that at such a 
time they should make what strength Ihey could, and 
give a sally out upon the Thracians. This Thessalian, 
who was thus sent in, brought great comfort uuto the 
besieged, who accordingly prepared against the time: 
and so about midnight, when sir Alexander with his 
army was come within sight of the city, and held up a 
blazing torch to give them notice of their approach, 
they issued out of their gates, and manfully set upon 
the Thracians. Sir Alexander, on the other side, com- 
ing upon their backs, fell on them with such fury as 
sent such numbers of the Thracians' souls to the lower 
regions, that Charon's boat was overburthened with 
their numbers. Sir Alexander laid about him with such 
incredible valour, that he made a lane of slaughtered 
carcasses, till he came to the Thracian king's pavilion ; 
who, not dreaming of any enemy's approach, was at 
that time in his bf>d ; but being alarmed by the dread- 
ful cry of his soldiers, he suddenly started up ; but 
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before he could put on his clothes, sir Alexander was en« 
tered his pavilion, and took him prisoner. Then fell 
tite hearts of the Thracians. nothing being heard but 
cries aud lamentations of wounded men. 

By this time was sir Ouy come up with the rest of the 
forces, where he found an absolute victory obtained to 
his hand ; so that all which they had to do, was only to 
take prisoners, and divide the spoil among the soldiers. 
By this time Hyperion with his golden chariot had en- 
lightened our lower hemisphere ; wherefore the army 
marched into the city to refresh themselves ; sir Alex- 
ander, as he worthily deserved the honour of the victory 
leading his royal prisoner, to present him to the princess 
Mariana, who was ready to receive him, with all due 
acknowledgments to the three brothers ; but in an es- 
pecial manner to sir Alexander, for his magnanimity and 
martial conduct in the rescuing of her and the kingdom 
from so implacable an enemy. 

*' Most heroic knight," said the lovely princess, 
" althongh my tongue is not able to express how much 
I am indebted to your victorious arm, nor set forth your 
due deserved merits, whose worth transcends all enco- 
mium of praise ; yet shall tlie remembrance of these so 
great kindnesses never be out of my heart, nor the 
thoughts of them out of my mind, without a grateful 
acknowledgment. * ' 

Having committed the Thracian king to the custody 
of the marshal of her household, to be kept prisoner in 
a strong tower near adjoining to her palace, but with 
charge that he should be accommodated as a king, she 
invited the three brothers, with many of the other chief 
commanders, into her palace ; where having disarmed 
themselves, and refreshed with some bowls of Greekish 
wine, there was provided for them a banquet of the 
choicest fare which they had about them at that time ; the 
long and strait siege which they had endured having eaten 
up the most part of their provision. The banquet being 
ended, they were entertained with most excellent music, 
intermixed with songs in praise of the Sicilians' valour, 
for in the art of poetry the Thessalians are very expert. 
The common soldiers were highly feasted by the citizens ; 
and, in fine, a unirersal joy did possess the beactA^l 
the people. 
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Amidit thii Joy, the prineeM ICarfcum wu not for- 
getful of her father*! safety ; and, therefore, she pre- 
•ently despatched a messenger to the giant Vttdo, at his 
easUe in the enchanted island, offering the Thraeisn 
king to be exchanged for him ; which if it should he 
denied, the messenger iras to learn in what estate the 
king was in, and (if it were possible) to speak with him, 
and to acquaint him how matters stood, with resohitioni 
of using their utmost power for his reliet 

Whilst the messenger was gone on this message, the 
soldiers took their repose in safety — only eaeh of the 
days they exercised, that if the giant Predo should he 
averse to any good conclusion, they might he the mors 
expert at their arms : and indeed it was good policy sf 
to do, for the messenger arriving at the enchanted is* 
land, could find no access into the castle, it behig sc 
formed by magic art, that whoever approached withii 
twelve yards of the gate was taken with such a deef 
sleep, as if he had drunk opium, or the juice of aeoni- 
tum. Before the gate was a pillar of brass, supported 
by two lions, and curiously engraved ; on which these 
verses were inscribed. 

*' By maffic spells this castle shall remain. 
Supported by inferaal (iends below. 

Until three brothers shall the same attain. 
Whose power shall be this castle's overthrow, 

Whoe'er thou art, forbear to draw too near ; 
Thy life's at stake, than which there's nought more dear.** 

Near unto this brazen pillar stood a rock of alabaster, 
in which were enclosed three swords, richly enchased, 
and beset with precious stones iu the pummels ; on the 
handle of the first sword were these lines written : 
*' Hard closed in this rock I (irmly stand. 

Until drawn out by the First Brother's hand." 
On the pummel of the second sword were these lines 
inscribed : 

" The Second Brother shall, by Fate*s decree, 
Draw from the rock this sword, and none but he.*' 

On the pummel of the third sword, which was more 
artificially wrought than either of the other two, having 
a rich sapphire set therein, which cast forth a most ra- 
diant lustre, were these words engraved : 

" When the Third Brother he shall draw me forth, 
Then is our necromantic skill not worth ; 
All inasic chiirms and spells shall b« iu vain, 
4ad then shaW be lUe ewd ol i\*a\"et«Ac?* T<\vir 
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The messenger, notwithstanding he had read the writ- 
ing on the brazen pillar, yet adventured for to go for* 
ward; but coming into the enchanted gpround, before 
he could come at the castle gate he fell into such a 
sound sleep, that had twenty pieces of ordnance beea 
shot off at his ears, they would not have awaked him. 
The necromancer, who by his skill in the Black Art 
knew what had happened, fetched his body into the 
castle, laying it by the Thessalian king, who also, as 
soon as he came into the enchanted ground, had fallen 
into a deep sleep. And now being there laid together, 
we will leave them taking their rests, and come to speak 
of the proceedings of the Sicilian army at the city of 
Larissa. 

The princess Mariana, hearing no news of her mes- 
senger, and doubting the worst which might befall her 
father, consulting with the three brothers, it was agreed 
amongst them to march with their army into Thrace ; 
although at that time love had taken so deep an impres- 
sion in her heart that it was almost death unto her to 
Dart with sir Alexander; who, also at the first sight of the 
princess was so stricken with her admirable perfections, 
^er beauty being such an attractive loadstone, as capti- 
vated his heart in the allurements of love ; so that now* 
IS the poet hath it, 

— .*• The treasure of his heart did lie 
In the fair casket of his mistress* eye." 

Cupid having thus stricken him with his youthful 
dart, so that he became a stranger to rest, he resolved 
yet to declare his amours before he betook himself to 
arms ; and to that purpose, finding one day the princess 
all alone, he declared unto her his extreme passion, to 
which she gave a most courteous reply ; at the same 
time imploring his further assisUnce in rescuing her 
father from the wicked necromancer. 

Having made known their love to each other, it gave 
great contentment to them both, especially to sir Alex- 
ander, who humbly kissing the hands of the princess, 
replied thus unto her : 

'* Madam, there is no danger in the world to great 
which I shall not adventure on for your sake ; were it 
to perform the twelve labours of Hercules, or with 
Mneu to encounter with the giant TuKn»i« "^^ \^\^vft^« 
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therefore, to accept me as your knight and aerrant; and 
I ho|>e to behave myself so, that hereafter yon shall 
hare no cause to repent you thereof." To whom the 
princess, smiling, said. *' Sir, I do accept you for my 
knight ; and hope the gods will be so propitious to you 
for my sake, that you shall have no enemy to withatand 
you.** 

With which words, taking a rich diamond firom off 
her finger and giving it him, she said, *' Wear this for 
my sake, that whensoever hereafter you look on it. it 
may add fresh courage into your breast by the remem- 
brance of me." 

Much other discourse they had, but the army being 
now upon the march, summoned sir Alexander to march 
along with them. Wherefore, taking a gentle farewell 
of the princess, having vowed constancy on both sides, 
he Joined himself to the army ; whose knightly adven- 
tures, with those of his two brothers, we ihall prose- 
cute in the next chapter. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Thb necromancer Soto, who lived with the giant Predo 
in the enchanted castle, knowing by his magio spells 
that the Sicilian army had given their king a total over- 
throw, and taken him prisoner ; as also how they were 
marching towards the country of Thrace ; he acquainted 
the giant witli his knowledge; who thereupon bestirred 
himself in all haste to their resistance, sending for his 
two brothers, Brandamore the Stout, and Pandaphilo 
the Cruel, to come witli all speed unto his assistance; 
who no sooner had notice thereof, but with their forces 
belonging unto them tliey hastened away. In like 
manner he sent unto count Brandamil, whom the king 
of Thrace had left his deputy at such a time as he made 
his expedition into Thessaly, to raise what power he 
could against the Sicilians. 

Whilst these things were acting in Thrace, the Sici- 
lian army, being joined with the Thessalians, and mak- 
ing in all to the number of forty thousand men, armed 
with a just cause, marched in great confidence of an 
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assured victory. And now being entered into tlie ter- 
riturtes of Thrace, the first that marched aguinst thoin 
was count Braudamil, with an army of fifty Ihousuud 
Thracians ; where joining battle together, it wiis fought 
with much eager courage on both sides, each of tliem 
striving to outvie the other in valour ; the one side to 
defend their native country, the other to revenge losses 
sustained by tbe enemy. Victory thus for a long while 
stood hovering over the heads of both armies, till in the 
end the valiant knight sir David, who had the honour 
that day to lead the vaunt-guard, encountering with 
count Brandamil, by main strength overthrew him, 
bearing him with his lance quite over the crupper of his 
horse, whereby his fall was so great that the blood 
gushed forth of his mouth : whereupon the Sicilians 
gave such a shout, that the earth rang with the sound 
thereof, and the Thracians* courage was quite cast down ; 
for the loss of a general is a general loss. And now the 
Thracians began to turn their backs and flee ; when in 
that instant came to their rescue the two giants, Branda- 
more and Pandaphilo, with the forces they had ; which 
though but few, yet gave such proof of their valour, 
that the almost routed Thracians, rallying again, set so 
fiercely upon the Sicilians, that in great disorder they 
began to give back. And now did sir Guy bestir him- 
self, encouraging those that were about to flee to stand 
to it manfully, himself doing such execution upon his 
enemies, that they flew from before his conquering 
sword, as a flock of sheep from the devouring wolf. 
"Whilst thus he drove the Thracians before him, he at 
last met with the giant Brandamore, to whom he cried, 
"Defend thyself, thou misshapen fiend, whose bulk is a 
weight too heavy for the earth to bear ; and therefore 
prepare thyself, for I intend thou shalt this night sup 
with thy master, grim Pluto.'* 

The giant, making little account of his person, and 
less of his words, thought to snap him at one morsel ; 
and coming up to sir Guy, intended to take him up, 
horse and man, under his arm, and carry him away ; 
but ere he could lay hold of him, sir Guy sent him such 
a blow on his head, that had not his helmet been of ap- 
proved metal, he had cleft him down unto the middle : 
however, it made him to stagger, and recoil two or tht«« 



304 TBI SKYKN CHAMPtOKS 

pace* backwards. And finding b j this be bad a stronger 
foe to encounter witbal than he thought for, he waxed 
more wary, not only to assail but defend himself. And 
now the giant began to use his club, which was of a 
wondrous length, and withal so weighty, that had it 
lighted on sir Guy it would at one blow hare crushed 
him to pieces. After long fighting, the giant being 
angry to be thus repulsed, which never before in his life 
he had been, he struck at sir Ouy with all the strength 
he had ; but missing his blow, he struck his club so deep 
into the earth that he could not readily draw it out 
again; which advantage sir Ouy espying, spurred up 
his horse, and with his lance gave such a violent punch 
upon the plant's breast, that he tumbled backwards 
sver the dead carcasses of two or three slaughtered sol- 
diers. Then sir Guy, nimbly alighting from his horse, 
Intended with his sword to have smitten off his head ; 
tut at that instant Pandaphilo, the other giant, came 
ninning in to his brother's rescue, and undoubtedly 
had done sir Ouy much prejudice, being then almo4 
q>ent with fighting, had not sir David timely succoureC 
faim ; who, searching out for Pandaphilo, finding hif 
brother so hard beset, he coupled with him in fight, 
which was performed with such manhood on both sides, 
that I want art to describe the same. Pandaphilo, 
trusting to his strength, laid on his strokes with great 
fury ; which blows sir David nimbly avoided, and withal 
gave his adversary ever and anon such lusty knocks, 
that he well perceived he had a valiant foe to encounter 
with. In the mean time the giant Brandamore was 
scrambled up, and began a fresh encounter with sir 
Guy. "Whilst these four were busied in fighting, the 
valiant knight sir Alexander had made such havoc among 
the Thracians, that they began to turn their backs and 
flee. The two giants, seeing their army in this running 
posture, ran also, to bear them company ; whom the 
brothers hotly pursued, dealing such blows with their 
trusty falchions, that they made arms and legs complain 
to the earth how ill their masters had kept them. 

The giant Predo, who was at the time of the battle in 
the enchanted castle, hearing how hardly his brothers 
fared, hasted with all the speed he could to their relief; 
whose coming put a stop to the Sicilians, being almost 
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with pursuing of them ; so that, a retreat being sounded, 
the giants had time with the remainder of their broken 
array to secure themselves in their castle, cursing their 
fortune, and invoking their false gods for their future 
success. 

The army having refreshed themselves for the space 
of two days, they then marched against the enchanted 
castle ; but before they were come within a quarter of a 
mile of it, they were encountered by the giant Predo 
and his two brothers, with what forces had escaped 
from the battle : and now began a most terrible fight, 
insomuch that the earth was changed from a verdant 
green to a crimson dye, and the heaps of slaughtered 
carcasses overspread the fields. In the heat of this fight 
it was sir Alexander's fortune to meet with the giant 
Brandamore, betwixt whom began a most fierce combat, 
in which art and valour strived who should have the 
mastery : for the giant being of an incredible strength, 
was therein an overmatch for sir Alexander ; and he, on 
the other side, was so nimble and skilful, that he returned 
him blow for blow with advantage. Thus continued 
they fighting for some space, till in the end, Branda- 
more. what through the weight of his armour and the 
hotness of the weather, sweat so abundantly, that it ran 
into his eyes, and quite blinded him. Sir Alexander, 
taking the best of the opportunity, gave him such a blow 
on the head as made him to stagger, and redoubling his 
stroke, at the next blow fetched him down headlong ; 
who in his fall gave such hideous yells, as made a noise 
like to the cataracts of Nilus. This overthrow of the 
giant, in whom they put so much confidence, so dis- 
couraged the soldiers, that, notwitstanding Predo and 
Pandaphilo did what they could to persuade them, they 
would no longer abide by it ; so that they were forced 
to retreat unto their castle for shelter ; whom the Sici- 
lians, being over-wearied with fighting, did not instantly 
pursue, but contented themselves at present with what 
they had then gotten. 

Sir Alexander, after the flight of the Thracians, cut 
off the giant Brandamore's head, and despoiling him of 
his armour, sent it as a trophy to the city of Larissa, to 
be presented to his lady, the princess Mariana, who re- 
ceived the same very joyfully, wonderiug at the large 
X 
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proportion thereof, and eansed it to be hvnf up in on 
of the principal templea of their eitj, as a monument to 
posterity ; and having richly rewarded the messenger, 
she rcturiie<l Kir Alexander her thanks by him in this 
following letter : 

*' Most dear kDinht, 

"That (mod fortune is always attendant upon rirtne, year 
actions demonstrutc ; and tor vour valour shuwed acainumy 
cnvmi^. 1 &liMli ever stand oblifred to you. For the present 

Sou •■Flit inr. I could not but view it with admiration, as hy 
ve same liuvini a prospect of the vast bulk of that unwieldy 
monstfr, and tlierein your invincible courM^re to enmuoter 
with him, Hnd happy success in his overthrow. May tiM 
Jlt-avens pros|>cr your future endeavours with good success, 
and that your actions may be crowned with victory ; wbidi to 
effect shall be tlie hearty prayers of. 

*' Your dearest lady and mbtress, 
** Mariana.** 

But to return again to speak of the army. After they 
had sufficiently refreshed themselves, and taken care of 
the wounded soldiers, they marched up to the enchanted 
castle, wherein now the defendants had strongly en- 
closed themselres, trusting more to the strength of the 
place than to their own supposed invincible valour, which 
now they saw was over-matched by the three rictorious 
knights. 

And now no opposition was made till they came to 
the castle gate, on the top of which were two giants, 
with massy stones in their hands, to tumble on the heads 
of any who should offer to scale the walls. The three 
brothers, approaching near thereunto, espied the braxen 
pillar, as also the rock of alabaster ; and having read 
the several writings inscribed on them, with a matchless 
resolution resolved to try the adventure : and first, the 
undaunted venturous knight sir Guy. putting his hand 
to the pummel of the first sword, he drew it out with 
much ease ; notwithstanding, he had no sooner laid his 
hand thereon but he was encountered by a terrible 
grifHu ; but sir Guy so nimbly behaved himself, that 
having deeply wounded the griflla, he flew from him ; 
and immediately was heard a sound out of the enchanted 
castle, as if it had been the noise of thunder. 

The three brothers were much amazed at this terrible 
noise, expecting some dreadful encounter to ensue pre- 
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sently thereupon ; but having waited a time, and seeing 
notluag follow, thef proceeded on in the adventure. 
And next, sir Alexauder attempted to draw out the second 
sword ; buc ere he could well fasten his hand on the 
pummel, there came flying against him a most dreadful 
burning dragon, which smote him with such a force 
that he could hardly stand upright on his legs ; but 
having once drawn the sword, the dragon immediately 
vanished away ; and at that instant proceeded a more 
terrible noise from the castle, which made the very foun* 
dation thereof to shake, and the walls to stagger and 
totter about 

This terrible noise being ended, the valiant and un- 
daunted knight sir David went to pull out the third 
sword, but in his passage was assailed by a most furious, 
dreadful sagittary ; betwixt whom began a cruel combat, 
which lasted long ; but in the end, sir David cutting off 
one of the sagittary 's legs, he nimbly stepped to the 
sword, and as nimbly drew it out : which was no sooner 
done, but presently the heavens seemed to be rent 
asunder with dreadful claps of thunder, intermixed with 
terrible flashes of lightning; the earth quaked, and 
terrible groans and yells were heard of damned spirits ; 
then fell a horrible stinking smoke, and all on a sudden 
the castle, together with the brazen pillar and alabaster 
rock, were vanished awya. The two giants, which be- 
fore appeared so terrible, now fell down on their knees 
to the three brothers, begging for mercy. The necro- 
mancer Soto, who knew by this that his charms were 
at an end, sought to fly from his deserved vengeance, 
but all in vain, fur his spells now would do him no good, 
but was forced to yield up his loathed carcass to the 
mercy of the conquerors. The Thessaliau king, who 
had slept for so long a space, now awaked, wondering at 
what had happened, not knowing whether he were in the 
hands of friends or foes. Also, the messenger that came 
from the princess Mariana, who (as we told you before) 
was sent in embassage to the giant Fredo. With them, 
also, awaked many others, who by the necromancer's 
charms, coming within the compass of the castle, were 
there cast into this lasting sleep. 

The first thing the three princely brothers did, was, 
by the help of some of the Thessalians then in thft c«sbl^« 
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to find oat their king ; whieh being known, he was en* 
tertaiaed with all respeet doe to his princely nuuesty. 
The two gianU were committed nnto safe cnstodj, under 
a guard of raliant soldiers ; but as for the necromancer 
Bote, notwithstanding he pleaded with much rhetoric to 
have his life sa? ed, his practices were so notorious and 
diabolical as would admit of no pardon ; whereupon, by 
the commandment of the three brothers, he had hii 
head dissevered from his body. At which instant ap- 
peared a great number of fiends come from hell, some 
of which seised upon his body, and some upon his head, 
which they carried away with them ; leaving behind 
them such an intolerable stink of sulphur and brimstone, 
as was able to have suffocated all that were near them, 
had they not run from the place as fsst as their legs 
would bear them. 

All things being thus ordered for the present, and no 
enemy appearing against them, they left this accursed 
place, where the castle stood, which had for a long space 
been the habitation of devils and wicked persons, and 
marched to the city of Oalata, there to refresh their 
wearied army ; from whence they sent letters both into 
Thessaly, and also to Sicily, to certify them of their 
good success, aud intention to return as soon as an op- 
portunity would permit them. 

Amongst others, which by finishing this enchantment 
were awaked out of their long sleeping, there was only 
one gentlewoman, who, though now something overworn 
through grief and age, yet by the remains of her visage 
showed she had once a face which might have been ac- 
counted nature's proud masterpiece, and an attractire 
loadstone wherein the god of love sat enthroned. All 
the company, especially the king of Thessaly, were^ery 
inquisitive to know what she was, and by what accident 
she came to be enchanted in that castle ; and therefore 
requested she would be so courteous to them, as to give 
them a relation thereof. To which, after a deep sigh 
fetched, she said : 

" Know then, noble gentlemen, that I am a native of 
this country, aud was, at such time when Fortune smiled 
on me, wife to a noble knight named Fonteious, a man 
renowned through all Thrace for his learning and libe- 
rality — ^two special ornaments of a noble mind. Rich 
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he vas both in vealth and virtue, -which two, though 
they seldom go together, yet in him had they their re- 
sidence. At the age of sixteen years I was married 
unto him. Now whether likeness be the cause of love, 
or love the cause of liking, I know not ; but so it was, 
that reciprocal love passed betwixt us ; I loving him be- 
cause he was kind unto me, and he being kind to me 
because I loved him. Long time thus lovingly lived we 
together, until Atropos cutting ofif the thread of his life, 
gave an ultitnum vale to my good fortune ; for my hus- 
band leaving me very rich, and I being withal young 
and beautiful, you may be sure such a widow would not 
be long without suitors. And indeed it was not long 
before I had plenty of them ; so that the famous Ulys- 
ses's house, during his ten years* absence at the siege 
of Troy, was not more thronged with them to court the 
chaste Penelope, than was my house to gain my favour. 
Amongst others of this gallant crew, was one sir Vylon, 
a man who had he been indued with internal virtues 
as he was adorned with comely outside, he might have 
been a match fit for a princess. The multiplicity of 
his vows, the protestations of his love, his gifts upon 
gifts, were as so many snares to entrap me. To be 
short, with the catching oratory of his words, and lan- 
guage strewed with flowers, he won me, and matched 
me. But long had not we been married together, al- 
though no cause given on my part, but his smiles were 
turned into frowns. No just pretence could he make 
therefore, though many were pretended. At last, he found 
means to accomplish his desire, -which he brought to 
pass in this manner : he hearing of the fame of this 
enchanted castle, with the dire effects attending upon 
those who came near it, pretended a letter, as come 
from a brother of mine, who had been long absent, and 
was thought (as indeed he was) dead. The letter set 
forth that he had escaped the dangers of the seas ; but 
being withal in humble plight, desired me to come to 
him at the neighbouring castle, kept by his friend sir 
Brandamore. 

" This letter was conveyed privately to my hands ; 
and to give me the better opportunity to go thither, my 
husband pretended a journey to Boeotia, where he said 
he should stay a fortnight. All things did, as L tbssb. 
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Ihouglit, conspire to mj happlneM, wbenas th« Fates 
had decreed the quite contrary: for taking only one 
•errant for my guide, in whom I coald repose confidence, 
and, being come within sight of the castle, I retnmed 
him back again, -with instructions how to excuse niy 
absence from home, as being gone to see a near rriation. 
Then boldly I approached the castle gate; hut ere I 
could come at it, a deep sleep seized on me, which hew 
long it hath lasted, I am ignorant of ; but I nerer awaked 
until both sleep and castle were vanished away. 

** And thus, gentlemen, hare you heard the sad story 
of my misfortunes. What hath befallen at home since, 
I am fearful to think, having left behind me two young 
children, a son and a daughter, the dear pledges of my 
first husband, who I fear may speed the worse for my 
sake ; for those who love not the stock of the tree, will 
never affect the branches thereof.** 

Whilst she was thus discoursing, there chanced to be 
a Thracian knight, whose dwelling was not far from sir 
Yylon's, who heard the relation of her misfortunes: 
*' Madam,'* said he, ** for what you are so doubtful ot, 
I can in the greatest part resolve yon. Know, then, 
that since the time you were missing, during which 
space I conceive you have slept, is now fully two years : 
but what will add most grief to your hearing is, that 
soon after your husband had thus subtly disposed of 
you. which he thought to be for a longer space, he began 
to revel in all sensual delights, spending his time and 
coin in such riotous manner, as if lie had had the riches 
of Croesus, and were to have lived the years of Nestor. 
But had his wickedness terminated in himself, it had 
been the more tolerable, but it extended to others in 
a most barbarous cruelty ; fur he being conscious of his 
own guilt, thinking if your children lived he might be 
brought to an account for his riotousness and debauch- 
ery, he found a means to convey them into a boat, and 
committed them to the mercy of the waves. 

" But see how divine vengeance pursues wicked ac- 
tions: sir Vylon, now revelling in all excess without 
control, was stricken with a sudden plirensy, his limbs 
also being taken from him, so that he lay raving and 
cursing in a most fearful manner : in one of which fits 
he discovered all the circumstances I have related unto 
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you, and soon after, in a desperate horror of conscience, 
yielded up the ghost." 

This mournful story moved all the company to great 
compassion; whereupon it was determined that the 
knight who had related this story, and who had been 
taken prisoner by the Sicilians, should have his freedom, 
and accompany the lady to her habitation ; who in mourn- 
ful manner took her leave of the Thessalian king, and 
the three English knights, and returned homewards. In 
which journey we will leave her for the present, to re- 
late the further achievements of those renowned sons of 
Mars, sir Guy, sir Alexander, and sir David. 



CHAPTER V. 

Soon after the departure of sir Vylon's widow, and that 
the army were sufficiently refreshed ; being highly satis- 
fied for all the pains they had taken with the rich 
booties they had gained ; the Thessalian king, and the 
three English brothers, thinking themselves revenged 
with advantage on the Thracians, they determined to 
march home into their own countries; and having 
settled their affairs in Thrace, sir Guy, with his brother 
David, marched with the army of the Sicilians back 
into that fruitful country, to which sir Guy longed to 
come to enjoy the company of his beloved Urania ; in 
which journey we will leave them for a time, to accom- 
pany sir Alexander home with the Thessalian army, who 
had as great desire to see his beloved Mariana; and 
therefore, having secured the chief forts of the kingdom, 
they took their march, carrying with them the two giants, 
Predo and Pandaphilo, prisoners ; who for their huge 
stature and vast proportion were gazed on by the people 
with admiration wheresoever they came, multitudes 
from all places flocking to see them. 

When they drew near to the city of Larissa, where 
the princess Mariana resided, they were met by the 
chief magistrates of the city in their scarlet gowns, gold 
chains, and their horses trapped with foot-clQX\\'& v^lW^^O^. 
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velvet ; besides multitttdes of common people, vrho 9JI 
with one voice echoed forth, ** Long live the king of 
Thessoly, and the renowned knight sir Alexander of 
England." 

Arriving at the palace gate they were met by the 
princess Mariana, who in all dutiful manner welcomed 
home her royal father, and with many expressions of 
love and affection entertained her noble champion sir 
Alexander. Here did they spend several days in feast- 
ing, banqueting, and all the delights that art and cost 
could invent; but in the midst of all this jollity, there 
came news to the court of the great preparations which 
were made by the infidels against the Christians, as you 
read in the first chapter of this most excellent history. 
This news struck a sudden damp upon their mirth ; for 
the love of his native country was so dear unto sir Alex- 
ander, that, notwithstanding the entire affection he bare 
to the princess Mariana, he resolved to give what suc- 
cour he could unto the place wherein his father received 
his first breath, and from whence his own honour was 
derived. So making his mind known to the Thessalian 
king, and taking his solemn leave of his beloved Mariana, 
with great asseverations of his fidelity to her, and pro- 
mise of return when those wars were finished, he pre- 
pared for his journey to Sicilia to acquaint his two 
brothers with his resolution ; being acompanied therein 
by divers of the prime Thessalian nobility, who resolved 
to spend their lives in the company and under the con- 
duct of so noble a champion. 

In which journey we will leave them for a time, and 
return to speak of sir Guy and sir David ; who having 
conducted their army back to Sicily, were entertained 
with all demonstrations of joy imaginable, especially of 
the peerless princess Urania, in whose heart the love of 
sir Guy was so deeply engraven, that notb'.ng but death 
was able to blot it out. But here likewise, as well as to 
Thessaly, soon came news of the infidels* great prepara- 
tions for the invasion of Christendom : which when sir 
Guy heard, he resolved to send to his brother Alexander, 
to prepare to march homewards ; but ere the messenger 
was fully despatched, sir Alexander with the Thessalian 
lords were arrived at the Sicilian court, to the great joy 
ot lir Guy and sir David, and other martial spirits ; only 
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the prfncess Urania yru deeply melancholy that now 
•he should part Mrith her dear knight, vrhose company 
she prized far above all the riches of the mines of 
America. 

When sir Ouy came to take his leave of her, one 
would have thought silence, solitariness, and melan- 
choly, were come under the ensign of mishap to conquer 
his delight, and drive him from his natural seat of beauty. 
But now to describe the grief of these two lovers at their 
parting, I must implore the help of Melpomene, the 
mournfullest of the nine Musus, to guide my pen : the 
sorrow of Orpheus for his beloved Eurydice, Andro- 
mache for Hector, ^geus for his supposed dead Theseus, 
Antigone leading her blind father (Edipus, or that of 
weeping Niobe for the loss of her children, compared to 
this, deserves not the name of grief. Sir Ouy, after 
many protestations of his constant affection, and how 
nearly this imminent danger, wherein all Christendom 
was involved, concerned his honour, which would be 
for ever stained should he decline such an honourable 
action, drew her consent, although with much reluct- 
ancy : so giving her a sweet kiss for a farewell, leaving 
her in tears for his departure, he went to accompany 
his two brothers, and those other martial heroes who 
were now ready prepared to join with him against the 
enemies of Christendom ; and having with greai cere- 
mony taken their leave of the Sicilian king, they took 
ship, and coasting along the fruitful banks of Italy, be- 
friended both by Neptune and ^olus, they in a short 
time arrived in England, the happy port whereto their 
desires tended. At that time of their arrival the whole 
land was in mourning, hearing of those vast forces pre- 
pared against them, whom the three brothers comforted 
in the best manner they could ; and with what expedi- 
tion they could make, went to the court, where the 
noble king Edgar then resided : who entertained them 
in a most sumptuous manner, being overjoyed for their 
arrival at such an exigency. Then having consulted to- 
gether, they sent messengers unto all the rest of the 
countries of Christendom, to raise what forces they 
could make, and to be ready to join together in the 
country of Naples against the common enemy, and thii 
to be done within one month a^ the futheit ; 'vhg« 
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ftecordingly. raised greftt foraes in Mch eoontiy, and with 
them inarched into Naples at the tane appointed. Bat 
now, Calliup<>, tlie sacred sister of the Moses, assist mj 
pen in setting furth the valiant acts of these renowned 
knigbu. wliich they performed to their own eternal 
fame and honour, and the feneral good and benefit gf 
all Christendom. 



CHAPTER VI. 

You heard in the last chapter how messengen were sent 
into all countries of Christendom, for the raising of forces 
against the inOdels ; which sereralljr arrived at the plaoe 
of rendexvous in the fruitful country of Naples. And 
first, as being nearest, was an army of thirty thousand 
Italians, conducted by the valiant knight sir Orlando, 
whom the renowned champion St. Anthony had by the 
princess Rosalinde, daughter to the king of Thraoe. 
This martial knight, marching before his companies ia 
as much state as did Hector when he traced the fields 
of Ilium, pitched up his tent in a large plain near unto 
the city of Nicosia. His pavilion was of a silver colour, 
adorned with a silken streamer, waving in the air, 
wherein was pourtrayed a lion rampant, beating his 
back with his tail, and from his mouth proceeded these 
lines : 

" Incensed with an anger jujt. 
For victory we liope aud trust." 

The very next day after these Italians had thus en' 
camped themselves, came marching into the field twenty- 
five thousand Spaniards, conducted by a valiant knight 
named sir Pedro, son unto St. James, the champion of 
Spain, and the princess Celestine, the beautiful daugh- 
ter of the king of Jerusalem. After courteous embrace- 
ments betwixt him and sir Orlando, he pitclied his camp 
on the west side of the Italians. His pavilion was blue ; 
and for his device he had a giiffin seizing on his prey, 
with this motto : 

"Thus, eriffin-like, I do oppose; 
Defend myself', offend my focA." 

The third nation that appeared in these warlike 
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preparations was twenty thousand gallant Frenchmen, 
mounted on warlike horses, and most bravely accoutred 
with offensive and defensive weapons. They had for 
their commander a most heroic knight, named sir Turpin, 
son of St. Denis, the renowned champion of France, by 
Eglantine, the king's daughter of Thessaly, and who for 
her pride was transformed into a mulberry-tree. He 
was with more than ordinary compliments entertained 
by sir Orlando and sir Pedro, and pitched his camp on 
the east side of sir Orlando. His pavilion was orange- 
tawny, embroidered with a purple; and for his device 
he had lilies, the arms of France, with this motto : 

•• The lily's »lory of the field ; 
Unto the lily all must yield." 

The fourth nation that engaged in this quarrel for the 
honour of Christendom, was the hardy Scotchmen, who 
to the number of fifteen thousand arrived on the fruitful 
hanks of Naples, conducted by that valiant and renowned 
knight sir Ewin, son to St. Andrew, the famous cham- 
pion of Scotland, and Artesia, one of the six daughters 
of the king of Thrace, who were transformed into the 
likeness of swans, as you may read in the first part of 
this honourable history. At his first arrival he was 
highly entertained and feasted by the other captains, and 
pitched his camp next to the Spaniards. His pavilion 
was of a red colour, fringed with blue, whereout hung a 
golden streamer, in which was pourtrayed the effigies of 
Mars, looking with a stern countenance, and breathing 
forth these words : 

" Armed for victory.** 

The next that arrived on the fruitful banks of Naples, 
were a band of valiant Irishmen, to the number of ten 
thousand, attired in quilted jackets, and slops of blue 
cotton, being so sMrift of foot that few horses could out- 
run them. These were conducted by a valiant knight 
named sir Phelim, whom the Irish champion, St. Pa- 
trick, rtad by another of the six Thracian ladies, whom 
he had redeemed out of the hands of thirty bloody satyrs, 
as is declared in the First Part. This courageous knight 
was of stature somewhat more than ordinary, and withal 
of such strength that he would seize on a wild bull, or 
toy other beast, though never so fierce and strong, A&. 
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hit first approach unto the eamp ho was wdeomed with 
a great shout of the soldiers ; being a goodljr person, and 
haring his head adorned with a plume of ostrich feathers, 
lie pitched his camp next to the Scottish axmj, haring 
a teut of green, intermixed with sc&rlet, and richlj 
adorned with gold fringe. In his streamer was pour- 
trayed a kite horering, with a chicken in her daws, with 
thMe words : 

** *Ti% common aecn. the weakest thej 
Unto the strong become a prey." 

Scarce were the Irish well settled in their tents, when 
there arrived the like number of Welshmen, conducted 
by a raliant knight, named sir Owen of the Mountains, 
the son of the renowned champion St. David of Wales, 
I nd the beautiful Estrild, daughter of the king of Powis- 
land ; who had been bred np in all warlike affairs by 
the appointmeut of his grandfather, so that for martid 
prowess he was accounted as valiant a knight as most 
in Christendom. He was likewise received with the 
usual ceremonies by the other captains, and pitched his 
tent next to the Irish. His pavilion was of a blood-red 
colour, fringed with white, signifying peace to the yield- 
ing, and blood and destruction to the obstinate; the 
words were these : 

** The doom of either life or death, 
Consisteth in the conqueror's breath.** 

Next came the English army, consisting of fourscore 
thousand experienced soldiers. They were divided into 
three battalions, whereof sir Alexander led the van- 
guard, sir Ouy the main battle, and sir David brought 
up the rear. Of these were twenty thousand horsemen, 
armed in rich corselets of steel, to defend themselves, 
and lances and darts to offend their enemies. There 
were of the foot thirty thousand stout archers, having 
bows of the strongest yew, and arrows of a full yard 
long, headed with steel, with which they would shoot a 
full half-mile in length. Also, twenty thousand pike- 
men, with pikes of the strongest ash, headed with steel, 
as sharp as Spanish needles, to defend the archers from 
the enemy's horse, and to oppose au army in a strait 
passage. The rest of the army were pioneers, wagoners, 
victuallers, and such others as are commonly attendant 
on an army. At their first landing they were enter- 
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tained by tbe other commanders urith such a shout of 
joy, that the earth rang with the sound thereof, and the 
hollow carerna of the hills reverberated with such au 
echo, as if Jupiter had spent his thundering artillery to 
welcome these English heroes. They pitched their 
camp near unto the army of the Italians ; sir Ouy's pa- 
vilion being of watchet, embroidered with siWer, and 
fringed with gold ; and to distinguish it from others, it 
was adorned with the red cross, the ancient arms of 
England. His two brothers were not far dififerent in 
their devices ; and for the motto of them all, it was to 
this effect : 

" Armed with a righteous cause, we fear no foe, 
Ho foil, nor flight, much less an overthrow.'* 

Divers captains of other nations came also in aid of 
the Christians* army ; as, sir Lando the Warlike, with 
five thousand stout Swedish soldiers ; sir Pandrasus the 
Dane, having in his company a giant named Wonder, 
for his matchless strength, which was such, that he 
would lift a weight that twelve ordinary men could 
hardly stir; besides many others, too many to enume- 
rate ; the whole sum amounting to three hundred thou- 
sand. 

After they had consulted awhile together, it was con- 
cluded unanimously among them all, that every captain 
should have the command of those soldiers he brought 
out of his own country ; but that, in difficult matters, 
and wherein diversity of opinions might breed confu- 
sion, it should be referred to sir Guy's ordering, who 
was generalissimo of the whole army. And now, having 
nothing else to do but to march against their enemies, 
sir Guy, to encourage them the more, being all the chief 
of them assembled together, made unto them the follow- 
ing oration : 

••Fellow-soldiers, and brethren in arms, I think I 
shall not need many words to stir you up to magna- 
nimity ; the justness of our cause being such as. rightly 
considered, is enough to make a coward valiant. I hope 
that you are not so forgetful, that you now go to fight 
for your parents, your wives, your children, your coun- 
try, and, what should be most dear unto you, the Chris- 
tian religion ; against pagans, infidels, and miscreants, 
tnemies to God and goodness ; whose delight is only in 
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blood and rapine, whose trade and praetlee are tlie hom- 
ing and drstroA ing of towns and Tillagpa, murdering of 
natrons. raTuhing wires and Tirgtna, toaaing of aprawU 
ing infants on tite tops of their mercileas pikea : in aam. 
each people as act all that barbarism and cruelty prompt 
them to. Therefore, if jou are not willing to see these 
miseries fall upon you, be raliant and courageous ; and 
to let us willingly go on. armed with a juat cause, and 
doubt not in the least but the Just Ood will give ns 
▼ictory.'* 

No sooner had he ended this oration, bat it was xe- 
ceired with a general acclamation, each one rowing to 
Htc and die in such a cause, and under the conduct of 
such a general. Being thus resolved, they prepared to 
dislodge ; and having furnished themselves with store 
of provision, which was freely given them by the Nea- 
politan king, besides the number of five hundred wagons 
for carriage of their ammunition and other necessaries, 
they embarked in several galleys ; and cutting the briny 
fkce of Neptune, after about a fortnight's prosperous 
sailing, they came upon the fruitful coasts of Asia; 
where soon they heard tidings of the pagan's army, and 
how they were advanced as far as Oalatia, within a hun- 
dred leagues of the place where the Christians were 
landed. And now, having brought the armies thus near 
together, we will look back again into Europe, and show 
you by \i'hat a wonderful miracle the Christiana* army 
were supplied with an unexpected assistance. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Now, notwithstanding this great preparation to withstand 
the pagan army, a great feur and consternation still con- 
tinued in the hearts of the people ; for the report of the 
vastness of the pagan's army was spread abroad in each 
place, so that it was deemed so numerous as not to be 
encountered withal : the best remedy, therefore, as they 
thought, was by prayers to God, to crave his assistance 
against such potent enemies ; so that in every place in- 
tercessions were sent up to Heaven for succour in this 
exigency of time. 
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Now it so chanced, that at the same time there lived 
in the north country a certain holy hermit, named Syl- 
yanus. To this man it was revealed in a dream, hovr 
that the Seven famous Champions were not wholly dead, 
but that fur the good of Christondom they should again 
awake, and help to overcome the pagan army ; and that 
by opening their tombs, and laying the herb bazil to the 
roots of their tongues, they should revive again in good 
strength and vigour. This dream he declared unto an 
abbot of an abbey near adjoiuing, and he to the governor 
of that province, who altogether went to the English 
court, aud declared the same unto the king ; whereupon 
it was determined that the experiment should soon be 
tried ; and accordingly messengers were despatched to 
France, Spain, Italy, Scotland. Ireland, and Wales; 
which message was no sooner delivered in those several 
countries, but that they soon applied the same, and 
found the effect answerable to what the hermit bad 
dreamed; for immediately thereupon the champions 
arose as from a sweet sleep ; and having awhile dis- 
coursed on those matters we have in the former chapters 
declared unto you, the messengers were returned back 
again with this agreement, that with all expedition they 
should meet together in the country of Naples aforesaid, 
that with the better celerity they might overtake and 
join themselves with the Christians* army. This deter- 
mination being accordingly made known to each other, 
they with all speed provided themselves with armour and 
other necessaries for their journey ; and taking the holy 
hermit Sylvanus along with them, they in a little space 
met together in the laud of Naples. To recite the great 
joy at this their so unexpected meeting, is beyond the 
skill of my pen to express ; but having congratulated 
one another, they agreed to hasten after the Christiar^ 
army, with all the expedition they could make ; so 
being furnished with a stately ship, they put forth to 
sea: but long they had not sailed, when a dreadful 
tempest overtook them^ so that they expected every 
minute to be devoured, and to make their graves in that 
merciless element. At last, the weather clearing, they 
fuund themselves on the coast of fruitful Thessaly ; 
where being landed, they gave thanks to the powers 
above for their safe deliverance: next they provided for 



342 THE BBVEN CHAMPIONS 

nor knew the mariners off what coast they were; jti 
was their joy exceedmgly great to behold the lightsome 
beam's of the sun. and to conrerse with their compa- 
nions as well with their eyes as with their tongues. Soon 
after they espied land, unto which they made with all 
the speed they could ; and baring landed, found it t 
▼ery fruitful country, stored abundantly with aU sorts of 
beasts, birds, and other living creatures ; but neither 
men, women, nor houses, nor any signs of any that bid 
ever been there. This struck them all into wonder and 
amazement : but that which most of all amazed theOi 
was to see these beasts and birds flock about them, and 
vrith bellowing, bleating, chirping, crying, and other 
signs, seem to make their moan unto them. Whilst 
they were thus wondering, there appeared unto them an 
ancient palmer, clad in a russet gown down to the 
ground ; his hair as white as Yenus's doves, or snoir 
upon the Scythian mountains ; his aged limbs supported 
with an ebony staflf tipped with silver ; his look seemed 
to have formerly carried majesty with it, though now 
Time's plough had printed deep furrows in his aged face. 
He, seeing the company, made up to them, and address* 
ing himself to St. George, as to the chiefest of them, 
spake as foUoweth : 

" Renowned English champion, for of your country I 
am not ignorant, having in my youth travelled through 
most parts thereof ; know that by the Destinies I was 
informed of your coming hither, and therefore came to 
this place on purpose to meet you : come then along 
with me, and I will show you things transcending the 
power of a strong belief." And with that he led them 
through a spacious plain, unto an intricate thicket or 
labyrinth, having iu the midst thereof a most stately 
building, which overlooked all the plain round about. 
Hither, through unknown ways, did the palmer bring 
them ; where he caused his servants (having about 
twenty of them) to provide for the champions and their 
retinue such a costly dinner, as was not imagined to be 
gotten in such a desert place. After dinner, having re« 
freshed themselves with some bowls of Leatic wine, he 
led them up to the top of his palace, which had a gallery 
round about it to overlook the plains. Here, having 
placed the champions so that they might have a fuU 
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pro^Iiect of the whole country, sitting down in a chair 
by them, he thus began : 

*'Know, worthy knights at arms, that this country 
wherein you now are is called Scobellum, of such a 
fruitful soil, that it may well be styled the garden of 
Geres and vintage of Bacchus, such is the plenty of 
all things therein. Nor was it less populous of inhabi- 
tants than fruitful of necessaries for to maintain them ; 
but this their plenty caused pride , and abundance of 
all things caused abundance of all manner of vices 
amongst them ; so that, if they had engrossed the cor- 
ruptions of all nations to themselves, they could not 
have been a more defiled people than they were, exceed- 
ing the cannibals for cruelty, the Persians for pride, the 
Egyptians for luxury, the Cretiaus for lying, the Ger- 
mans for drunkenness, and all nations together for a 
generality of vices. Such a mass of evils called for a 
mass of punishments, which the gods inflicted upon 
them, and that according to the nature of their deserta 
and the quality of their crimes ; for those great plenty 
of beasts and fowls, which here you view, were once 
men and women, as in other places, but now changed 
to the likeness of what you see. Drunkards were 
changed into swine, who still retain the same nature, 
there being no difference betwixt a drunkard and a swine. 
Lecherous persons were changed into goats. Proud 
people were turned to peacocks. Scolds were meta- 
morphosed to magpies and chattering jays. Such as 
lost their estates at cards and dice, were transformed to 
asses. Those whose delight was only in music and 
singing, were changed to thrushes and nightingales. 
Envious persons were metamorphosed to dogs, who lying 
on hay, will eat none themselves, nor suffer the hunger- 
starved ox to feed thereon. Those women who would 
work hard, but were troubled with other bad qualities, 
were transformed to milch-cows, who would give pails 
full of milk, but as soon as they had so done, kick 
them down with their l.eels. Jesters, buffoons, and 
jack-puddings, were transformed to monkeys, baboons, 
and apes. Dancers on the ropes were turned to squir- 
rels. Usurers, misers, aud such-like covetous persons, 
were changed to moles. In brief, worthy champions, 
(for I would not trouble your patience too long,) there 



344 THB SBYBIV CUAIf PI0K8 

wai a general metamorphotif made of tbem all, eacli OM 
according to tbe degree wherein he had formerly llred ; 
and this their punishment, destined by the Fates for to 
endure until such time as some hardy knight should be 
to bold as to attempt the conquest of the Golden Cave : 
which if he overcome, then shall their transformations 
cease, and they return again to their proper shapes. 

*' Now, worthy knights, the adventure of the Gk>lden 
Gave is this. About six miles from this place lieth a 
cave, the entrance whereinto is through divers windings 
and turnings, like unto a labyrinth ; in which cave is 
kept a continual fire, made by such art, as nothing shall 
quench it, but only the water of a cistern at the entrance 
of the said cave, which is guarded by two giants and 
two centaurs, with whom they must combat before they 
can attain to the cistern. Now, worthy chieftains, if 
there be any amongst you so adventurous, as for the 
sake of these poor transformed people will adventure 
your lives, the enterprise will not only be honourable to 
yourselves, but you will also oblige thousands in thank- 
ful gratitude to your memories for so inestimable a 
benefit.*' 

•• Now, by the honour of my country England,*' said 
St. George, " never let me buckle on armour, if 1 make 
not one in this enterprise :" so likewise said the other 
six champions ; each striving which should have the 
honour to accompany St. George in so noble an enter- 
prise ; wherefore, that emulation might not rause any 
strife, they agreed to cast lots amongst the six, which 
of the three should accompany him. So accordingly 
they did, and the lots fell upon the three famous cham- 
pions, St. Anthony of Italy, St. James of Spain, and 
St. Patrick of Ireland ; who, glad of their good fortunes, 
prepared themselves against the next day to try the 
adventure. In the morning, no sooner did Aurora 
usher in the day, and from the glowuig east display her 
purple doors, but the four champions mounted on their 
warlike steeds, and taking a guide with them from the 
palmer, they traced to the Golden Cave, where they 
alighted, and gave their guide their horses to lead. Here 
they were met by a dwarf, who spake to them in these 
words : 

" Proud kni|(h(s, presume not to coma withia the 
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eompass of these gates, lest you repent your toltj, «Bd 
with the loss of your lives pay for your presumption.*' 
To whom St. George answered : ** Dwarf, go tell your 
masters we come to try our skills with them, to prove 
which of our swords cut sharpest." " T'hat shall you 
soon see,** said the dwarf; and returning to the cave, 
told the giants what St. George had said to him ; who 
presently came marching out tp them, with each an oak 
upon his shoulder, which, when they came near unto 
the champions, they brandished over their heards, as if 
they had been hazel twigs. 

"Audacious villains," said the giants, "do you de- 
sire to feel the strength of our arms ? You shall soon 
try to your cost what we can do;'* and therewithal 
struck at the champions with such fury, that the earth 
shook with the force of their blows. The champions 
nimbly avoided the blows, and getting within the com- 
pass of their oaks, made up to the giants, whoso sides 
they so thwacked, and were so liberal of their blows, 
that the giants, feeling the weight of them, betook them 
to their heels, and left their knotty clubs behind them, 
to be viewed by the champions with wonder and admi- 
ration at the strength of those that could wield such massy 
weapons. But minding to prosecute the adventure, they 
determined to folly the giants; they, however, were by 
this time gotten out of sight, and the champions found 
themselves at a loss in following them, the multiplicity 
of paths leading each way making them doubtful whicl. 
to choose. At last, they resolved each of them to take 
a several path, and if they met not together at the cave, 
then to return each to the same place again. Now, it 
so chanced, that as they were going in those paths, 
each of them met with an opposer : and first, St. George 
met with one of the centaurs, being of a terrible shape 
and incredible strength ; betwixt whom began a most 
fierce combat with great courage and magnanimity, in- 
somuch that St. (}eorge was never so put to it in all the 
battles he had ever fought before ; for the centaur was 
both nimble and strong, and fought with great skill and 
courage ; but St. George having with a side blow given 
him a deep wound on the ribs, he sent forth such a 
hideous yell, as was like the loud rattle of the drum- 
ming wind, or <wxnons when they disgorge their fieii 
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Toraita ; and, nimbly taming him about, fled amain to* 
wards the cave. 

The renowned champion St. Anthony of Italy had 
not gone far in his path but he met with one of the 
giants, who came now armed in a coat of mail, with a 
great bar of iron on his shoulders; with whom sir 
Anthony encountered with great courage ; nor was the 
giant backward of his endeavours in obtaining the con- 
quest, dealing such blows each to the other, that whosi 
should have beheld them would have thought each blon 
had death attendant on it. This giant was twelve feet 
high ; so that St. Anthony with the point of his sword 
could hardly reach his crown ; which advantage he sup- 
plied with nimbleness, so that the giant spent his blows 
in vain ; and being now wearied with the weight of his 
armour, the sun also shining iu his greatest glory, he 
sweat so exceedingly, that it entering into his eyes, he 
was almost blinded therewith, and endeavouring to wipe 
It off with his hand, St. Anthony, taking the advantage, 
with a sudden blow cut his hand off by the wrist ; 
whereupon the giant yielded himself and craved mercy. 

In like manner, St. James, the noble Spanish cham- 
pion, as he walked along in his path met with the other 
giant ; betwixt whom was fought a most terrible battle, 
striking so thick and fast at each other, as if every blow 
would strive to be foremost : the noble champion be- 
having himself so gallantly with his Bilboa blade, 
made of the purest Spanish steel, that he cut deep fur- 
rows iu the giant's flesh, from whence issued such 
abundance of blood as changed the grass from a verdant 
green to a crimson red ; so that the giant, through the 
loss of such abundance of blood, began to faint ; which 
St. James perceiving, enforced himself with all his 
strength, gave him such a blow as brought him head- 
long to the ground ; when, smiting off his head, he left 
his dismembered carcass, and proceeded further in his 
path towards the Golden Cave. 

Lastly, the renowned champion St. Patrick of Ireland, 
whose breast still thirsted after honourable adventures, 
fie also proceeding forwards in his path, met with the 
other centaur ; betwixt whom began so fierce a combat, 
that to describe the same to the life, would wear my pen 
to the stumps, although it were made of refined brass. 
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or the purest Lydian steel. Here on eacli side wu 
strength matched with skill, fury with fortitude, and 
true ralour with matchless magpianimity. The centaur 
being nimble, and armed with a pole-axe, struck at St. 
Patrick with great fury, which he avoided with the 
greateist skill he could, and with his keen falchion re- 
turned the centaur his blows with interest. The fight, 
as it was sharp, so it endured long ; when, being both 
willing to take breath, they paused from fighting for some 
time ; and the centaur finding himself deeply wounded, 
yielded the victory. 

So they both marched towards the Golden Cave; 
where they met St. George, St. Anthony, and St. 
James, and, relating to each other their several suc- 
cesses, they presently fell in hand to the finishing of 
the adventure ; and approaching the cistern, they each 
of them filled their helmets with water, and being 
guided by the dwarf, who now was obedient to the 
champions, they came to the fire, into which they threw 
the water, and never left until such time as they had 
quenched it ; which being done, the cave and all about 
it vanished out of sight, and the thick grove or wilder- 
ness about it was all level and even. So returning to 
the messenger, whom they left walking their horses, 
they mounted on them to return back to the aged 
palmer's, meeting by the way with multitudes of people, 
who by the finishing of the adventure were now re- 
stored to their former shapes. 

In this manner they marched along to the aged 
palmer's, who entertained them with great joy; by 
whom likewise they were congratulated on their happy 
return and noble achievement, as also they were by the 
three other champions, St. Denis, St. Andrew, and St, 
David : and after they had refreshed themselves with 
some victuals, they were conducted to a spacious room, 
where they had their wounds bathed with wine, milk, 
and other precious ointments. The next morning the 
people were assembled together, to whom St. George 
made a pithy oration, exhorting them hereafter to lead 
a better life, and not to have their natures addicted to 
such beastly vices, as made them, though not in shapes 
yet to difier not from beasts in their actions ; with many 
other words to the like effect : all which they promised 
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to perform. And aftenrardi, tokiog leave of their host 
the aged palmer, they returned to their ship, and hairiaf 
a gentle gale of wind, set sail towards Chriatendom. 



CHAPTER XL 

Not long after the departure of the Seven Champions* 
St. George's three sous, resoWing also to see their na- 
tire country, iu order thereunto emharked themselres 
with their companies in three sereral ships, and for the 
space of eight or ten days sailed with a prosperous gaie 
of wind ; the courteous sea all that time smoothing his 
wrinkled brow, and the winds only whispering musio to 
the deep ; but about the eleventh day the wind and sea 
contended in a robustious rage : the beaten ships were 
tost like a forceless feather ; now riding up on the moun- 
tain waves, as if their top-masts tilted at the moon ; 
anon falling agun with such a precipitate low descent, 
as if they were sinking into hell's low abyss. In this 
furious storm they were separated one from the other ; 
where we will leave two of them, and speak only of sir 
Alexander, and his party, who, after the storm was 
over, directed their course as near as they could towards 
the coasts of Christendom ; and having sailed the space 
of three days, they saw before them a ship in fight with 
two galleys, or men-of-war ; to whom they made up 
with all the speed they could, and coming near to them, 
they perceived by the streamers (wherein was woven 
the red cross of England) that it was the same ship 
wherein the Seven Champions were embarked ; which 
when they knew, they sent forth such a loud and 
lengthened shout and halloo, as reverberated upon the 
waves, or as the sea makes when it trembles underneath 
its banks, to hear the replication of its sounds. They 
in the other ship answered them with the like halloo, 
and then, jointly setting upon the two galleys, they with 
pikes, bills, and darts plied death's fatal task, sending 
many hundreds of the Turks' souls to be transported on 
Charon's ferry ; so that the two galleys, which at first 
were assailants, could no longer hold out defendants, 
hut yielding themselves, craved for mercy ; which tlM 
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Christian champions were the more willing to grant 
them, in regard that many of their company had been 
sore wounded before sir Alexander came to their rescue. 
So entering the two galleys, they took from them 
such things as they needed ; amongst which they found 
some hogsheads of Oreekish wines, which very much 
refreshed the fainting soldiers. They also took from 
them their armour, that they might not be able to offend 
others ; and setting free those few prisoners they had 
taken, they let them go : and having stayed a wldle in 
mending the tattered cordage of their ships, which was 
much shattered in the fight, with a prosperous wind they 
set sail, and in a few days arrived on the pleasant banks 
of Thessaly. Sending a messenger to th& court, to 
give notice of their arrival, the message was so welcome 
to the princess Mariana (who now was become queen of 
that country, her fiather being lately dead) that she caused 
the bells to be rung, and bonfires to be made, as at a 
public rejoicing : sending some of the chiefest of her 
nobles, to invite them to the court, with such accom- 
modations as she judged most needful for them at pre- 
sent. In the mean time she prepared to entertain them 
in the best manner she could ; which at their coming 
they found to be so costly and splendid, as it raised 
great wonder in them to behold it ; the streets all the 
way they passed to her palace being railed in, and 
guarded on both sides with companies of foot soldiers : 
the conduits ran with wine ; and from the balconies was 
heard all manner of music that could be imagined. 
And first, before them marched a complete troop of 
horse, having between each four ranks, a trumpeter, 
sounding with a silver trumpet : the troops were all in 
their buff coats, with silver belts, and the puiunels of 
their swords inlaid with glittering stones, which sparkled 
like diamonds. Next followed four heralds, in four dis* 
tinct coats of arms. After them, the nobility of the 
land, in rich robes, with comets on their heads. Then 
came the Seven Champions, and St. George's valiant 
son, in four rich chariots, lined with cloth of gold, an<i 
studded with studs of massy silver. After them fol- 
lowed the colonels, majors, and captains, with silken 
streamers Waving before them, being ranged two by two, 
each English officer with a Thessalian, and mounted on 
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pnmeing Barbtry steedi . And lastly, the under officers, 
with the army in goodly arms, and accoutred most 
richly. In this order they marched to the palace, 
where they were met by the queen, attired in a rich 
robe of ermine, with the crown imperial upon her head, 
who received them most courteously. 

They then sat down to a sumptuous dinner of such 
eostly Tiands, as might teach the satiate palate how to 
eat : and those placed so thick and plentiful, as if the 
table would crack with pile of such weighty diahes. 
All the while they were at dhiner, melodious harps and 
songs saluted their ears, which were breathed forth in 
such a curious harmony, as charmed their Tery souls to 
an ecstasy. After dinner they fell to dancing, tripping 
it so nimbly, as if they had been all air, or some lighter 
element In tliese delights they wasted about eight or 
nine days. But the Seven Champions soon grew weary 
of such pastimes ; and, being desirous to go home to their 
native countries, were minded to take their leaves of the 
queen Mariana ; but sir Alexander and she, having c(m- 
duded their nuptials should be celebrated very shortly, 
they were with much entreaty persuaded to stay until 
they were over. 

The prefixed day being come, early that morning, 
by such time as Aurora, the blushing goddess which 
doth sway the downy confines of the day and night, 
began to appear, both bridegroom and bride were saluted 
with most sweet-sounding music ; which being ended, 
their ears were accosted with this epithalamium : 

*• Sol, thy beams no Ioniser liide ; 
Call the bridefcroom to the bride ; 
Let each one rejoice and sine. 
Make the air with Hvmen ring. 
May all pleasure and delight 
Crown your day and bleM vour night ; 
And the warm embrace of love 
Be soft as down on Venus' dove : 
May your oft-repeated kisses 
Brins with them as many blisses; 
And these joys remain in state 
Till your end, and that come late." 

These solemnities being over, and the bridegroom and 
bride risen from their beds, they prepared themselves 
to go to church : the bridegroom was apparelled in a 
suit of flame-coloured tabby, to signify how he burned 
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in the flames of chaste love ; the bride was attired all 
in -white, to denote her unspotted virginity and maidenly 
modesty. Sir Alexander was led by two duke's daugh- 
ters, and the princess Mariana by two of the chiefest 
barons of the realm ; having her train borne up by four 
ladies of honour. 

The next day was appointed for the coronation of the 
prince Alexander and the princess Mariana, which was 
performed in great splendour ; the multitude of specta- 
tors that came to behold it being so many, that, not- 
withstanding great store of money was thrown about in 
other streets, to divert the people from thronging so 
thick at the coronation, yet the people regarded not the 
money at all, for the great desire they had to behold 
their new king. 

After the usual ceremonies were ended, which apper- 
tain to such solemnities, the trumpets sounded, and the 
people with a very loud shout cried, " Long live Alex- 
ander and Mariana, king and queen of Thessaly.'* The 
knights and barons, to honour the solemnity the more, 
appointed the whole afternoon to be spent in justing and 
tournaying, wherein was shown much skill and valour ; 
but above them all, duke Orsin, a near kinsman to the 
queen Mariana, carried the chief credit, having unhorsed 
fifteen knights that day ; for which king Alexander pre- 
sented him with a rich chain of gold, and St. George, 
in reward of his valour, gave him a costly diamond ring. 
And now, king Alexander being thus solemnly crowned, 
was fulfilled that prophecy, which was by the fairy queen 
predicted of him, as you have read in the Fourteenth 
Chapter of the First Part of this honourable history, 
which contained these words : 

"This child shall likewise live to be a king. 
Time's wonder for device and courtly sport ; 
His tilts and tournaments abroad shall ring. 

To every coast where nobles do resort. 
Queens shall attend, and humble at bis feet ; 
Thus love and beauty shall together meet." 

After some few days passed in royal triumph, the 
Seven Champions resolved to stay no longer, but to 
hasten to tbeir own countries. In pursuance of this their 
resolution, they acquainted king Alexander and queen 
Mariana of their intentions, who were very loath to part 
from their companies ; but the Seven Champions were 
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■o resolute in their detennlnations. that no pemiMioM 
eould induce them to stay any longer. The king and 
queen, seeing them so fully bent to begone, with a grest 
train of lords and ladies attended them to their ships, 
where they had caused a stately banquet to be prorided 
for them ; and so, after many rich presents and mutusl 
embracements passed betwixt them, the Seren Cham- 
pions took ship, and baring a gentle gale of wind, had 
soon lost the sight of the Thessalian shore. So saiUng 
along on Neptune*s watery front, the wanton mermaids 
sporting by the sides of their ship, and scarce a wrinkle 
seen on Thetis's face, but the sea as calm as when the 
halcyon hatched on the sand ; they saw before them a 
ship, whose sails and streamers were all black, hariog 
black flags and pendants stuck round the sides of the 
ship, llie sight of this ship, thus strangely attired 
in black, made them have a longing desire to know what 
it should mean : so making up to it, they hailed thera, 
according to the sea phrase, when a gentleman appearing 
on the deck, gare them to understand that they were of 
Italy, and were come from Scandia, bringing with them 
the dead body of the duke Ursini, lord of the f^itfal 
land of Campania. Which when St. Anthony understood 
(the duke Ursini having formerly been his loving friend) 
he declared unto them who he was, and what were his 
companions, and also how they were bound for Italy j 
whereupon there was great rejoicing on both sides ; and 
the gentleman, and captain, and master of the Italian 
ship, were invited into the other ; where, after some 
compliments passed on both sides, and a short collation, 
the sea being calm, and like a standing pool, no wares 
nor billows to arise, they entreated the gentleman to 
declare unto them the manner of the duke Ursini's 
death, and how he came to die in so remote a country. 
To which the gentleman willingly condescended, and 
spake as followeth : 

•• It is not now two full years since that the renowned 
Prince Oswy, duke of Ferrara, at the celebration of his 
marriage with the famous lady Lucinda of Mantua, 
kept solemn justs and tournaments, with royal enter- 
tainments for all comers ; which invited thither not only 
the prime nobility and gallants of the Italians, but. also, 
the news being spread abief «i 4c*o foreign countries. 
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several persons of great quality resorted thither t 
amongst otheis Mras Jilian, the (laughter of LampascOt 
prince of Scandia ; a lady of such gloHous eye-surpris* 
ing rays, that iu her face love seemed to sit enthroned 
in full majesty ; nor wanted she therevrith the helps of 
art, to set forth her natural perfections ; so that she 
seemed rather a divine goddess, than a human creature* 
These her admirable endowments were looked on by 
duke Ursini through a multiply ing glass, which rendered 
her to him the most admirable of all creatures ; eopti- 
rating his heart such a thrall to her beauty, that he 
vowed himself a servant to her virtues ; and to endear 
himself the more in her respects by- some achievements 
of honour, he entered the lists, as chief challenger 
against all comers, being mounted on a milk-white 
Barbary courser, trapped with caparisons of silver, and 
on his burgonet a plume of goodly feathers : his armour 
was blue, resembling the azure firmament, spangled 
with stars of gold; with these words for his device, 
•* Virtue, like the clear heaven, is without clouds." He 
encountered with sundry knights of great worth, against 
all which he had much the better, which gained him 
both great applause and envy. 

" Nor was he less skilful in the intrigues of love than 
in the management of arms, and could court a lady as 
well as encounter with an enemy ; which he, with much 
artificial eloquence, demonstrated in an address to the 
lady Jilian, who seemed much aflfected with his person ; 
and so far the matter went, that their seemed nothing 
wanting to the consummation of their marriage, but 
only the consent of her parents ; which to obtain, he 
sailed with her unto Scandia, where he was most nobly 
entertained, and his suit very well liked. 

" Now it was so, that a young baron of that country, 
named Lamprido, had formerly borne a great affection 
unto the princess Jilian, and had so far prevailed with 
her that he was in great hopes of obtaining her love ; 
but his means not being answerable to her high dignity, 
it was kept very close from prince Lampasco's ear ; yet 
hoped he in time, that, either by the death of Lampasco, 
or some secret stratagem, he should compass his ends. 
But now, seeing prince Ursini in so great favour, he 
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began utterly to despair in his suit, unless by some netu 
he could find a way to deprive him of his life. 

•• Amongst other exercises which duke Unini mieh 
delighted in, one was the art of angling, in which he 
would oftentimes spend many hours, and that with M 
much priracy as he could, because a multitude of per* 
sons was a hinderance to his sport. It so chanced om 
day, that he. accompanied only with one serrant. sad 
baring no other armour but his sword, went in a boat 
unto a spacious rirer a fishing. This being known onto 
Lamprido, he thought it now a convenient time lor him 
to accomplish his purposed ends ; and therefore, haviag 
engaged seven or eight other stout persons to his sidct 
they armed themselves, and in two boats, to prevent 
suspicion, betook themselves also to the water ; takiv 
two difierent ways, the better to surround him iaS 
middle. Duke Ursini was all this while so busy at hii 
exercise, that he took no notice of their intentions • asd 
at last, not perceiving that they had any armour, (it beisg 
hid under linen frocks,) he permitted them to'comeso 
near his boat, that one or two of them, leaping in, begaa 
to lay hold of him ; when snatching up his swoi4, hs 
defended himself so gallantly, that he had well near seat 
their souls to attend at Charon's ferry, the biting steel 
being pursued by such streams of blood, that his boat 
was ail bestained with a crimson dye. In the mesa 
time the other villains leaped in, and surrounded him so 
on every side, that he had no room to wield his weapon. 
However, as if he had been a man made all of fire, 
having a courage that knew not how to fear, he re- 
sisted them all, and in a while, though over-matched, 
had sent four of their souls to the Stygian bay, whereof 
Lamprido was the third. Thus for a short space did 
the goddess Victoria seem favourable to him. And now 
his man, who all this while had done his utmost in de- 
fence of his master, having grasped one of the villains, 
they chanced both to fall overboard into the water; 
when duke Ursini, endeavouring to help his man, the 
other villain gave him a mortal wound on the head; 
yet before he fell, he tumbled that villam also into 
the water, to accompany his fellow; which was no 
sooner done, but, through the loss of so much blood 
which issued from his wounds, he fell down in a swoon ; 
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wtien at that very instant there came thither a boat with 
some citizens in it, intending also to have fished there ; 
but seeing the skirmish, they made up to them : where 
they found, in duke Ursini, death's pale flags advanced 
in his cheeks, and he ready to take his oath to be Death's 
true liegeman. The citizens did what they could in 
staying his soul, which was now making a separation 
from his body ; but all their endeavours were in rain ; 
for death, nature's bold pursuivant, had taken an abso* 
lute possession of him. 

" Hereupon the citizens, taking along with them the 
boat wherein were the dead bodies, returned to the city, 
and declaring the news, there was great sorrow and 
lamentation for duke Ursini; especially by the lady 
Jilian, who from her drowned eyes shed many vain offer* 
ings to the dead. Nor can you think, most noble cham- 
pions, but that the grief which then seized upon us who 
accompanied him in this his royage, was any thing less 
than what possessed the hearts of the chiefest; for 
hearing the news, we sat in such a given-over posture, 
as who had beheld us would have thought silence, soli- 
tariness, and melancholy were come, under the ensign 
of mishap, to conquer delight, and plunge us into thf 
deep abyss of misery. 

" After some little time, being raised, as it were, out 
of this trance of sorrow, we craved leave to depart 
home, with the corpse of our dead master ; which the 
prince Lampasco freely granted, and furnished us with 
all things fitting, as here you see.'* 

The Seren Champions heartily condoled this mishap, 
that so worthy a knight should fall so treacherously. 
And now with all the speed they could they sailed to 
Italy ; where, having arrived, duke Ursini was interred 
with all the funeral pomp that could be devised. Where 
the other six champions leaving St. Anthony behind 
them, they posted each one to his own country ; where 
they had not long remained, but that they died, and were 
buried in their former sepulchres. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Now sb«ll our pen endeavour to describe tbe raliant acts 
of St. George's eldest son, sir Ouy. whose honouraUe 
achievements were so many and great, that to declare 
them in full I might as well attempt to empty the sea 
with a spoon, or to scale Olympus with a ladder of sand. 
This valiant knight, being with his ship separated from 
his two brothers, as you heard in the former cbapteTt 
they sailed through many dangerous straits and passages ; 
and as they sailed thus along, they came to abroad sea, in 
the middle of which they thought they saw a sm^l island, 
to which they made up, and landed some of their men, 
who made a fire thereon to dress some meat. Now when 
the fire grew hot, and that the meat was nigh sodden, 
the island began to move, which made them all sore 
afraid, and they ran with all the speed they could again 
to their ship. Now this, which they thought to be an 
island, was only a great fish named lupus, which labonr* 
eth day and night to put his tail in his mouth, but by 
reason of his greatness could not ; which when they 
understood, they fetched their kettle and meat from off 
the fish's back, and so sailed forwards till they came to 
a very fair island, named Miconicum, in which lived the 
famous enchantress the wise Medea, who gave out pro* 
phecies concerning future events. Which being under* 
stood by sir Guy, he, wilh his chief captain, named 
Bolus, went to her habitation, being in a dark valley, 
beset all with myrtle trees : the building was fair and 
sumptuous, having a brazen gate for entrance theseonto, 
on which was dcpenciled these verses : 

" You, who would with wise Medea speak. 

Blow with the trumpet which doth hang hereby ; 
And ere you can a question to her break, 
She will your doubts resolve assuredly. 
Such power the Fates did unto her bestow. 
For benefit of those which live below." 

Whereupon sir Guy set the trumpet to his mouth, and 
with a strong breath blew such a blast as echoed in the 
air like a peal of ordnance ; when immediately the gate 
of its own accord ficw open, \\-here stood a dwarf ready 
to entertain them ; who conducted them into a spaciouf 
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hall, whieli was adorned with many statues of antique 
work, and wherein, in a huge frame, hung the picture 
of Medea *, how she, by letting out JEaon^s old blood and 
by infusing new into the room, made him youug agaiu. 
In another table was pourtrayed king Midas, who, for 
preferring Fan's pipe before Apollo's harp, was for his 
pains rewarded with a pair of ass's ears. Whilst they 
were Tiewing these pictures with delight, the enchan- 
tress Medea came down from her chamber ; who be- 
holding sir Ouy with a fixed look, thus said unto him : 

" Sir knight, return unto thy ship ; 
Let not advautage from thee slip: 
For now the time is nigh at hand 
Thou must be join'd in Hymen's band : 
Thy constancy to her is known 
"Who seeks to have thee for her own t 
But ere these things to thee t>etide. 
Thou many troubles must abide." 

Haring thus said, she vanished out of their sight, 
leaving them much wondering at what they had heard. 
Then taking their leave of the dwarf, tliey returned 
again towards their ship ; but in their way, as they 
passed along by a river's side, which gently running, 
made sweet music with the enamelled stones, and seem- 
ed to give a gentle kiss to every surge he overtook in his 
watery pilgrimage ; there came, crossing a meadow to- 
wards them, an ancient shepherd, who by the downfall 
of mellow years seemed as if nature had brought him 
near to the door of death : yet were not his hairs so 
grey by years as by sorrow, of which his countenance 
gave a doleful token. Suppressing his sighs, he thus 
expressed himself: 

" Sir knights," said he, " if ever compassion har- 
boured in noble breasts, let my aged years and extreme 
misfortunes crave your pity ; who from a contented, and 
not despicable estate, am now become Fortune's tennis- 
ball, by the unconstancy of that blind goddess." 

Here he waited for a reply ; and sir Guy desiring him 
to relate the story of his misfortunes, he thus pro- 
ceeded : 

" Know then, worthy knights, my name is Selindus ; 
once possessed of the wealthy barony of Monpelior, 
situate in this island of Miconicum ; a place, which fur 
the richness o{ th^ soiled pleasantness of thesUuatiOH« 
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■ewMly paralleled in all the eoaatay. Tbete lair poi- 
MMiont of mine, left unto me when I was yoang, aoon 
procured me a wife, of which yet I had no cause to re- 
pent, being a lady replenished with all the oruamenU 
and endowments of nature, which might make her iu 
erery wise complete. Happily we lived together for 
some short space of time, when the fruits of her womb 
gave us great hopes of more future joys : but the FUtes 
had decreed otherwise : for upon her delirery, the birth 
of the infant proved the death of the parent, uid she, 
to bestow a gem on the earth, became herself a pearl 
in the starry firmament. What shall I say more Y I 
Jost a wife and gained a daughter ; and indeed a dangh* 
ter of such superexeellent parts, as might put a cessa- 
tion to sorrow for the mother. This daughter, whose 
name was l^raauda, did I bring up in all virtuous educa- 
tion : who in short time became the wonder of her sex, 
having in her such perfections as did yield subject to 
admiration ; and as she grew more in years, to did she 
add more to her perfections ; which admirable endow* 
ments attracted to her many adorers, who sued for her 
favour : amongst whom was one whom she most &neied, 
whose name was Euphemius, a knight of Placida, being 
an island not far oflT, under the queen Artemia, who had 
made him sole governor thereot 

** Betwixt this Euphemius and my daughter, unknown 
to me, had passed a solemn contract ; she belike fearing 
to disclose it to me, as doubting my consent, his estate 
not being answerable to my revenues ; wherefore they 
got privately married together. Now it happened not 
long after, upon some offence against the queen, Euphe- 
mius was committed to prison ; and having lain there 
some few days, was brought before the queen ta be ex- 
amined, who beheld him with great wonder and astonish- 
ment, for indeed he was a person of a lovely counte- 
nance, and in whom dame Nature had done her utmost 
to the making of him in all parts complete ; which so 
wounded her heart with an affection towards him, that, 
instead of liis being her captive, she became his ; and 
in part to manifest the same unto him, she frankly gave 
him his freedom, and with many kind words entertained 
him very graciously into her favour. Yet could not all 
(1^ )(|ndiAe»t endesx Vtt >i;DXQ\i!aa\ Vut the more i||9 
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showed loTe to him on the one side, the moTe was hu 
hatred to her on the other ; and that not so much in re- 
spect of my daughter, as the mortal spite he bare to her 
for his imprisonment ; so that having a fit opportunity 
offered him, he fled from the court, and, confederating 
with some friends, intended to leyy war against the 
queen. 

" The queen, understanding of his departure, fared 
like unto a distracted woman : wringing her hands, and 
beating on her ivory breasts, she cast herself upon the 
ground, tearing the lovely tresses from her head. Her 
ladies comforted her the best wise they could ; but that 
eherished fire, which blindly crept through every rein 
of her fluent blood, would suffer her to take no rest. 

" Having discovered his retreat, Artemia sent a trusty 
messenger to him, declaring her love and conjuring his 
return ; to which he sent a most scornful and haughty 
refusal, which was to the queen as a dagger piercing her 
heart, so that she immediately fell into such a deadly 
swoon, that her ladies about her could hardly recover 
her. 

"In such sorrowful manner did the wo^ queen spend 
her days, until sickness coming on put the harmony of 
nature out of tune in her body, which by little and little 
languished away in such sort, that she became a mere 
skeleton : and now, finding that death by degrees began 
to seize on her vital parts, she called her nobles unto 
her. and spake to them these words : 

" ' My lords, I am now taking my last leave of you ; 
the spent hour-glass of my life is near at hand ; and now 
at my parting ghost I do adjure you, as you will answer 
it before the Higher Powers, whither I am now going to 
appear, that ye invest Euphemlus king when I am dead 
and gone. And though I doubt not of your perform- 
ance herein, yet for my more assurance, and that my 
ghost may quietly rest hereafter, I shall desire you to 
take an oath to do it ; which if you should fail in the 
performance of, know assuredly you will both wrong 
yourselves and hiro, in depriving him of his crown and 
yourselves of a good king ; he being a prince kind, wise, 
just, and merciful, and only unkind unto me.' 

•• The nobles, to satisfy her request, freely took their 
04thf to be true to Euphemius* And now, the quc^/. 
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being fully satisfied with what was done, willingly yielded 
op the ghost ; whom the nobles buried in a most sump- 
tuous manner. Which being done, they sent an honour- 
able messenger to Euphemius, to certify him of the 
queen's death, and how she had bequeathed her crown 
to him : which messenger set forth Artemia's love in 
Auch pathctical words, as wrought in him a strange al- 
teration ; for when he thought upon het unalterable af- 
fection towards him, the constancy of her love, het 
matchless beauty, rare endowments, and superexoellttit 
parts, he began to reflect upon himself his unklndness 
to her, his vile ingratitude, that could wrong her which 
died for lore of him. These considerations made him 
to like where before he loathed, and to loath where be- 
fore he loved : wherefore he departed along with the 
messenger, never so much as bidding my daughter fare- 
well, or sending any messenger unto her. 

•• The nobles entertained him very splendidly, and 
with great solemnity crowned him king. In the mean 
time the poor Fraxida was well near distracted with 
discontent, knowing herself to be with child ; and fear- 
ing to discover it to me, she desired leave to visit an 
aunt of hers, named Milesia, pretending indisposition of 
health ; to which I readily granted, knowing my sister 
very careful over her for her good. To this her aunt " 
she discovered all that had passed betwixt Euphemius 
and herself, desiring her aid and secresy therein : and 
indeed it was but high time, for within three days after 
her coming thither, she was delivered of a goodly boy, 
whom her aunt named Infortunio, and put him out to 
nurse to one of her tenants. Fraxida thereupon wrote 
to Euphemius declaring him the father of a princely 
son, and beseeching him to acknowledge their marriage. 

" When he received the letter, he with great indiguation 
vowed revenge ; the Rhamnusian Nemesis possessing 
his vengeful breast in all her blackest form, and now his 
enraged blood being tickled with the thoughts of plea- 
sing himself : for as he thought it his disgrace in her 
claiming him to her husband, he intended the destruc- 
tion not only of her, but of all her kindred, and that to 
be performed as soon as he could find any pretended 
cause of a quarrel with her. In the mean time, to deter 
her from any lvnt\iw \|xos^<i\xUQa of her claim, he re- 
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fonied her a most cruel answer; denying the fiict, and 
loading her with opprobrious epithets. 

*' Soon after she received this reply from Euphemius, 
her grief and sorrow were so great, that she deemed 
herself the very map of misery ; and falling into a 
swoon, it was long ere her aunt and the other attendants 
could recover her to life ; but coming a little to herself 
she thus began to exclaim : 

** * And is it possible such perjury can remain in men I 
Do they think oaths are not binding, or that divine ven- 
geance doth not follow upon breach of promise I Ah, 
Euphemius, can thy heart prove so disloyal ? were all 
the protestations thou so often didst reiterate unto me, 
only feigned baits to entrap me to my destruction ? then 
glory in thy triumph I' and saying these words, she 
■tabbed herself to the heart with a bodkin, wliich she 
had hid within the trammels of her hair. 

** Praxida having acted this woful tragedy on herself, 
put all the household in a great uproar, especially my 
sister Milesia. At last, the extremity of her passion 
being over, she sent me word of what had happened ; 
which into what a distracted grief it put me, let them 
be judge who are the parents of an only child. My 
greatest comfort in this distressed condition was to study 
revenge against Euphemius ; but how to accomplish it, 
there was the difficulty, as knowing myself too weak 
to oppose him by open force. Whereupon I sent a 
letter to the chiefest of his nobles, declaring how un- 
worthily he had done by my daughter, and imploring 
their aid to revenge his disloyalty : who greatly pitying 
my misfortune, and remembering how he had been the 
death of their good queen Artemia, they by a joint con- 
tent banished him their kingdom ; who by this means 
being implacably incensed against me. accompanied 
with a crew of fellows of as desperate fortunes as him- 
self, he warred against me, and quickly ousted me of 
my barony. Wherefore, being destitute of friends, and 
hopeless of ever attaining my pristine glory, I betook 
myself to a shepherd's life, the better to be shrouded in 
obscurity ; yet being assured by the wise Medea, that 
there should one day come a knight out of a far 
country, who should again xestore me to my barony.'* 



i 
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Sir Guy having beard the shepherd*! diieoarte, it 
wrought ia him great pity aud compauion : and turn- 
ing Unuelf to captain Bolus, he thus said, '* Now by 
the honour of my knighthood, and by the love I bear 
to my country England, I will not enter into my ship 
nntil I have re-seated him again in his barony." And 
to make good his promise, he took with him a hundred 
of his choicest soldiers ; and being guided by the old 
shepherd Selindus, they marched to Monpelior : where 
they heard how Euphemius was lodged in a strong 
castle, and guarded with five hundred soldiers, having 
also in pay a certain Marisco, of a wonderful stature 
and strength, armed in a coat of mail, and using a bar 
of iron of forty pounds weight for his dub. Hav- 
ing approached within half a mile of the castle, sir 
Ouy sent a messenger to Euphemius, demanding to re- 
store the castle, with all that belonged to it, to Selindus, 
•r else to expect the worst that should happen upon such 
lefusal. But Euphemius was so fSur from granting his 
request, that he bid the messenger to charge hit master 
forthwith to depart his territories, or else he should pay 
for his presumption, in seeking to meddle with what he 
had nothing to do with. Hereupon both aides prepared 
themselves for fighting: Euphemis himself, with the 
giant Marisco. accompanied with three hundred of his 
choicest soldier, setting upon sir Ouy with such fury, that 
had he not been of undaunted courage, and always 
watchful against such desperate onsets, he had undoubt- 
edly overthrown him ; but sir Guy, having with great 
valour stood the shock of their fury, fell upon Euphe- 
mius and his men with such undaunted resolution, that 
notwithstanding he made a notable resistance, yet his 
soldiera began to give back : which the Marisco perceiv- 
ing, he singly set upon sir Guy, and with manly cour- 
age dealt about such blows, that whoso should have be- 
held him would have thought the great Alcides had de- 
scended again upon the earth to teach mortals the way 
of mankind's destruction : but sir Guy so nimbly avoided 
his blows, and with such dexterous skill set upon the 
giant with his never-failing sword, that he made many 
wounds in his flesh, where death might enter in at : 
which Euphemius perceiving, he made up to sir Ouy to 
•tIccQur the Hm^ko*. \i>^l\M;V»x^ h,e could get Mp to 
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him, he was let upon by captain Bolus, with so great 
courage, that he found he had enough to do to defend 
himself. At last, sir Guy, enforcing himself with all 
his might, gave such a blow on the giant's helmet, as, 
piercing the same, it came forth all embrued with his 
brains. Who without speaking any word fell down dead 
to the ground. 

Euphemtus, seeing his friend the Marisco fall, would 
have fled away ; but he was so environed by soldiers 
that all means were taken from him to escape : where- 
upon he was forced to yield himself a prisoner, and 
was, both by sir Guy and captain Bolus, entertained 
with great civility. 

In the mean time sir Guy's soldiers had pursued their 
enemies with such vigour, that those who were in the 
castle opening their gates to entertain their flying friends, 
before they could shut them again sir Guy's soldiers 
also entered with them. And now within the castle began 
a most desperate conflict, neither defendants nor assail- 
ants expecting any mercy if overcome. At last, sir 
Guy and captain Bolus coming amongst them soon 
turned the scales on the assailants' side; so that the 
defendants beiug overcome more by valour than num- 
ber, yielded themselves and the castle to the mercy of 
the conquerors ; the possession whereof sir Guy fireely 
surrendered into the hands of Selindus, together with 
the disposal of all the prisoners. Euphemins, remem- 
bering how discourteously he had dealt by Selindus, 
falling on his knees, desired of Sir Guy that he might 
remain still with him, promising him faithfully to be his 
true prisoner ; but his crimes were so notorious, that sir 
Guy would in no wise consent thereunto : whereupon 
captain Bolus begged him of him, which was granted, 
he having before presented the captain with a jewel of 
an inestimable price. 

And now did the friends of Selindus come flocking 
unto him, whereby he was in a capacity to maintain his 
barony against all opposers. Whereupon sir Guy took 
his leave of him. and returned to his ship ; his soldiers, 
according to their merits, having been before richly re* 
warded b^* Selitidus. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

8n Out, after having reatored Selindiui to bis bar on jr. 
took ship, together with captain Bolut and bis prisoner 
Eupheniius, and having a prosperous wind, they in a 
few days arrived on the coasts of firultfol Sicily, to the 
great joy of sir Guy, it being the happy port whereto 
his desires were directed. But it happened, clean con- 
trary to his expectations, that the scene of actions was 
altered there ; for soon after his departure ttom thence, 
to his expedition against the infidels, the king of Sicily 
died, whereby the crown came to the princess Urania ; 
but one Nefario, a potent nobleman of that country, and 
who had many dependents belonging to him, of great 
worth and quality, raised a strong rebellion against her, 
pretending the iU management of the affairs of the 
kingdom; and so well had fortune hitherto favoured 
his endeavours, that he had gained from the queen 
several strong places ; insomuch that many of her cap- 
tains, seeing his success, revolted from her, and sided 
with him. Sir Guy, understanding the badness of her 
affairs, prepared all he couid for her speedy relief; and 
taking with him three hundred of his stoutest soldiers, 
he marched with them towards the city of Syracusa, 
wherein he was informed she was besieged by a great 
army of her enemies. Willingly he would have given 
her notice of his arrival, but all places were so stopped 
that he could not possibly do it : whereupon, dividing 
his men into two companies, he gave the one of them to 
the command of the captain Bolus, and the other he 
led himself ; and so in the dead of the night set upon 
the enemies, and obtained an easy victory. 

When the queen Urania understood how sir Guy was 
come to her aid, she sent the chief of her nobles pre- 
sently unto him, for to conduct him to her presence : to 
whom she said, " Thrice welcome to me, most honoured 
knight, who wert born for the good of our country. O 
how are we bound to the immortal powers for thy pre- 
servation, and sending thee to do us good!" *• Most 
gracious princess," replied sir Guy, " I account it my 
greatest bappincsft t\i)aX \ ^«a. m anywise serve you, 
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tliotigli 1 wish it liad not been upon this occasion ; "bn* 
since it is so, let not this opportunity be slipped, but» 
whilst the enemy is in a maze, let us fall upon him with 
a resolution worthy the justness of our cause." 

This proposition being with great reason applauded, 
the soldiers were ordered to have a sudden refreshment, 
having been wearied in the late fight. But whilst they 
were thus at their repast, they heard from afar the 
sound of trumpets ; at which much marvelling, they 
sent a messenger to know what was the matter ; who 
informed them, that there were six thousand Tliessa- 
lians come to the queen's aid : for king Alexander, soon 
after his coronation, hearing how the queen Urania was 
oppressed by her rebellious subjects, sent these six 
thousand soldiers, resolving, if they would not do, to 
follow himself with a sufficient army. 

Sir Guy, hearing this welcome news, sent word to 
them instantly to refresh themselves, and he would join 
his forces with them, and set upon the rebels, whilst this 
general fear and consternation was upon them. And 
having joined to him four thousand of the choicest 
Sicilians, he was marching to them ; but, behold , a 
sudden change put a stop to his proceedings : for in 
their way they met with about a hundred of the adverse 
party, who hearing that sir Guy was come to the queen's 
rescue, knowing his manhood, not only by former ex- 
ploits, but also by dear-bought experience in the last 
battle, to secure their lives and fortunes at the queen's 
hands they seized on Nefario, and, as a peace offering, 
intended to present him a prisoner to the queen. Sir 
Guy understanding what they had done, sent a herald, 
to the residue, promising them the queen's pardon if they 
would lay down their arms and submit to her : which 
undoubtedly they had done, but that at the very instant 
of time, Grimaldo, brother to Nefario, was come to 
enforce his army with ten thousand soldiers more, which 
he had gotten up out of the adjoining countries there- 
about. He with many bold speeches did so encour- 
age the rebels, that when the messenger came to them 
with the queen's pardon, it was rejected with scorn. 
'Which being made knovm unto sir Guy, he presently 
joined with the Thessalians ; and having complimented 
the chief commanders, he encouraged the soldiers in 
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saeh a pithy oration, that, throwing up their caps, they 
gave such a hallo, as the earth reverberated with the 
sonnd of the same. 

And now both armies faced each other ; wlien pre- 
sently began a terrible fight, that Mars himself might 
have been a spectator ot In one place stood a well- 
ordered body of erected pikes, like a young leafless 
wood, to oppose the invading horse : in another place 
were bands of archers, whose feathered arrows outrun 
the piercing eye, and cut a passage through the fleeting 
air, repelling the brains of the insulting foe. Here 
stood horses prancing with their feet, raising such clouds 
of dust as covered the face of the darkened sky ; when 
presently pikes, bills, and darts, like a moving wood, 
roshed against each other. 

Sir Ouy did wonders that day with his sword, sending 
thousands of souls to the infernal regions. As thus he 
made lanes of his enemies' dead bodies, he came at last • 
to meet with Grimaldo, with whom he entered into com* 
bat, and, notwithstanding his body was enclosed about 
with glittering walls of steel, yet made he such breaches 
therein, as death had many ways to enter, and life as 
many holes whereby to creep out. And now Orimaldo 
craved for mercy, which sir Guy refused, saying, " No, 
varlet ; thou migbtest have taken it when it was prof- 
fered thee ; but now nothing but death can satisfy for 
thy disloyalty." And therewithal reached him such a 
blow, as brought him headlong to the ground. Grimaldo 
being killed, the whole army betook themselves to 
flight ; whom sir Guy and his company pursued in 
eagerwise, killing and destroying whomsoever they 
overtook, without any remorse or 'pity. 

Having obtained this signal victory, sir Guy ordered 
a part of the army to pursue the residue of the rebels, 
whilst he with the rest marched back unto the city. 
And now was such an universal joy amongst the citixens, 
as was not to be credited ; all the way as sir Guy passed 
along the streets, the people sending forth such loud ac«> 
clamations, as the vast air was deafened therewith. 

All things being thus quieted, and the two princely 
lovers being assured of each other's real affection to* 
wards one another, their hearts and minds were very 
well tatisfted. TVie TVv«%%%Uan army, being richly 
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rewarded, wont home, and with them an honourable 
messenger to king Alexander, to return him thanks for 
his aid ; as also to invite him to the wedding of sir Guy 
and the queen Urania, the prefixed day whereof was 
suddenly to be. 

The appointed day being now near at hand, the noblet 
and knights prepared a solemn just to be holden against 
all comers, and many costly pi^ants and delightful 
shows were prepared by the citizens : the ladies got 
them many costly jewels, and other rich ornaments to 
adorn themselves against that day: and, to complete 
the solemnity, king Alexander, with a splendid traiix of 
followers, came to Sicily : who were most magnificently 
entertained by sir Guy and the queen Urania. On the 
marriage morning, the bride and bridegroom were saluted 
up with most sweet-sounding music; the palace was 
hung round about with garlands ; and rich perfumet 
cast into fires, which gave a most odoriferous smell ; 
melodious harps and songs tickled the ears with delight 
In brief, every thing was so well ordered as befitted such 
a royal solemnity. All the way as they went to the 
temple, the ways were strewed with flowers of Flora's 
chiefest pride ; and the priest having joined them in 
Hymen's nuptial bands, as they returned, there was 
great store of money thrown amongst the poorest sort 
of people, that they also might participate the gladness 
of the day ; the bells rang, trumpets sounded, comets 
flourished, and the acclamations of the people were so 
great, as would have silenced the fall of NUus, or thunder 
shot from a divided cloud. The afternoon was spent in 
dancing, masking, revelling, and other delightful sports, 
until such time as Morpheus, the drowsy sergeant ol 
the night, summoned them to bed, there to take their 
repose. 

Next morning the knights and nobles prepared them- 
selves to just : sir Guy, king Alexander, and the queen 
Urania, with divers ladies and peers, seating themselTet 
on scaffolds to behold the same. 

The first that entered the lists was a Sicilian knight 
named sir Albert, mounted on a horse of a fiery sorrel 
colour, with black feet, and black list on his back. 
His armour was green, like to the earth when it begins 
to put on its summer livery. Against him entered a 
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Corinthian knight named Agelastus, mounted on » milk- 
inrhite horse, but that upon his shoulders and withers he 
was freclded with red stains, as when a few strawberries 
are scattered into a dish of cream. His armour was 
blood-red, denoting terror to his enemies ; and on his 
shield was depenciled a hawle seized of a pigeon, yet 
hurting it not : the word was, •• True glory the only 
prise." lliey ran fiercely against each other, breaking 
their staves with much gallantry ; but at the second 
course Agelastus was driven quite from out of the 
saddle. 

To revenge this disgrace, there entered the list a La- 
conian knight, named Lysander, riding on a Barbary 
horse of a coal-black; his armour answerable to the 
same. On his shield was pourtrayed the goddess For- 
tune, who. Janus like, looked two ways, to denote that 
nothing in this world is so certain, but that, if good 
went before, ill might come behind : the word was, 
•* The end crowns all." These two encountered each 
other with equal courage a long space ; sir Albert's horse 
leaning hard upon the other, and winning ground. The 
other horse, feeling himself pressed, began to rise a little 
before, as he wont to do in his curvet ; which advantage 
sir Albert taking, set forward his own horse with the 
further spur ; so that Lysander's horse came over, with 
his master under him, giving to sir Albert the honour 
of the victory. 

Many other knights and great personages were by 
him worsted, as sir Egre of Sparta, don Zaras of Argos, 
Wildamore of Crete, and many others ; but in an encoun- 
ter against an Arcadian knight, named Selvador, it was 
air Albert's ill fortune to miss his rest, which he could 
not recover, before Selvador had met him, and by main 
strength cast him to the ground. 

The honour of the day remaining thus to sir Selrador, 
the approach of night put a period to those martial ex- 
ercises for that day, which yet were continued with 
manly courage and resolution for several days after. 
And now, before king Alexander's return home to 
Thessaly, the coronation of Guy with his queen Urania 
was appointed ; which was performed with all the art 
and splendour imaginable ; which also made good the 
prophecy that Oie ia.\T>| ^<iQv ha^ Predicted of him, as 



OF CHRISTENDOM. 369 

we mentioned before in the fourteenth chapter of the 
fint part of this history. 

" A soldier bold, a man of wondrous mt^ht, 
A king likewise this royal babe shall die ; 
Three eolden diadems in bloody fight 

By this brave prince shall also conquered b«. 
The towers of fair Jerusalem and Rome 
Shall yield to him in happy time to come." 

The coronation being thus over, king Alexander with 
hit retinue returned to Thessaly, being accompanied 
part of the way by king Ouy and his queen Urania. 
Captain Bolus also, with the English soldiers, departed 
to their own country, being highly rewarded by the 
king and queen. And now here must we leave these 
worthy captains, to relate what befeltothe heroic knight 
sir David, after he was separated from his two brothers 
in the storm, as you heard before. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

AfTBB the angry seas had by the fury of the tempest 
separated the three brothers, as you heard before, the 
magnanimous knight sir David was with his ship, by the 
force of the storm, driven upon unknown seas ; where 
they sailed for several days in great want both for vic- 
tuals and fresh water, having nothing to quench their 
thirst, and ready to eat one another to satisfy their 
hunger. Tlie sailors were growing so feeble they were 
not able to handle the sails ; and the soldiers, instead 
of encountering their enemies, ready to embrue their 
hands in their fellows' blood, and like cannibals to de- 
vour those whom they slew. 

Sir David comforted them in the best wise he could, 
although his own hopeless misery could present no 
comfort to himself. But now, at last, it chanced that 
one of the company espied land ; whereupon some sparks 
of comfort began to enter their hearts : and making 
towards it, as well as their weak bodies were able to 
guide the ship, to their great comfort they found it 
plentifully stored with sheep, conies, and divers sorts 
of fowls, with which they refreshed their almost famished 
bodies. Then searching up further into the country, 
2b 
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Oer tamad iSirtn tiecs lidea with Ihiit, Tcty ddi^it&l 
to the ere. utd s«ened as detteteos to ike taste ; bat no 
sourer iud tliey eatm of it, but they presently fell 
4ova iato a dead svooa or traaee, bereovcd both of 
was* and «oCmo; which pot sir David a»d the rest, 
«ho hvl tkot tasted of it, into great grief; thinking them- 
selres coir re s erve d from Cuniae to die by this strange 
WBtd enhaowa operation of the said poisonoos frvit 

As they were thos depkmB^ their miserable condition, 
there fji e s ented himself to them an aged hermit In 
his hand he led two pietty children, a boy and a girl. 
whose tender looks pleaded innocence. Theold gentle- 
man. withont any fear, came boldly up to them, demand- 
ins what chance had twoo?^^ ^1>^»^ thither, whither not 
any mankind had come before in threescore years, save 
oniT that boy he led in his hand, together with the giri, 
who were brought thither by the working of the wa 
in a little boat, and by hira miraculously preserred. 

Sir David, with tears standing in his eyes, thus an- 
swered the hermit : 

** Most reverend father, we may well be said to come 
from the land of sorrow, such has been our so pinch- 
ing want of victuals at sea ; and death here on land has 
deprired me of most of ray followers : for coming for 
succour unto this island, the greatest part of my men, 
by eating of some deadly fruit uuknown unto them, 
were soon arrested by nature's bold pursuivant, grim, 
ghastly death, under whose dominion they lie, if no 
other remedy can be procured than what we have know- 
led{(e of.** 

** Most courteous knight,*' replied the hermit. **both 
cause and cure are well known unto me, and which I 
shall experience to you presently.'* So desiring some 
part of thera for to accompany hira, he went unto a 
liitle grove hard by, where grew great store of au herb, 
whose leares were much like our Buglish sassafras. 
This herb he pressed betwixt two stones, and straining 
the juice of it into their mouths, who tlius lay for dead, 
they presently n^vired, to the great joy and admirable 
wonder of sir David and the rest of his followers. 

After congratulations for their happy revival, the aged 
hermit conducted them to his cell. Uerc did he fetch out 
what vicluails Yie Y\ad\ but that not sufficing, they killed 
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•ome sheep, goats, and other beast8,which they dressed in 
the old man's cell. After they had sufficiently refreshed 
themselves, sir David requested the old man to inform 
them vhere they were, and of the condition of the 
place. To which he readily condescended, and began 
after this manner : 

'* Know, worthy gentlemen, that this island, wherein 
you now are, is called Fortunia, not large for eircnit, 
but plentiful fcr sustenance, supplying with her abund- 
ance the country of Aneona, not far distant fVom this 
island, and of which once 1 wits the unhappy governor. I 
was blessed with a beautiful wife, and more beautiful 
daughter, whom we named Rosetta : living for a long time 
together in great love, and abundance of all earthly bless- 
ings, until the Fates, envying our happiness, sent thither 
a famous necromancer, named Orpino, who rode in a 
burning chariot, drawn by flying dragons; and who 
was so expert in his devilish art, that all the infernal 
furies were at his command, and the subterranean spirits 
obeyed his charms and spells. This wicked magician* 
tempted by the evil spirit Asmodeus, burned in lust to* 
wards my wife ; and the better to accomplish his de« 
sires, having ingratiated himself in great favour at my 
court, (for such then it was,) he thought nothing possibte 
to hinder his designs : but my wife being as virtuous at 
she was beautiful, not only resisted his temptations, but 
also acquainted me with his lustful intentions ; where^ 
upon I was resolved to seise on him, and by severe JU8« 
tice to bring him to condign punishment ; but knowing 
the great power he had in the Black Art, I was fearful 
in what manner to accomplish my design. At last, I 
resolved to invite him to a banquet, and, after he had 
been fully inebriated with the juice of Bacchus, to have 
an armed guard to set upon him : but in vain w^ere all 
the attempts which I devised against him; for no 
sooner did they lay hands on him, but he was rescued 
by spirits, which presently appeared in a full army, 
overspreading the places thereabouts, and sending forth 
such horror and amazement amongst all my people, as 
happy were they who could get farthest off from their 
sight. In these hellish shapes did they pursue my men 
all the island over, not leaving till such time as there 
was not one man left but only my wretched self^ wtK^ttx 
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ghey detaiacd a priMmer. Then did these inifenudfpniti 
9omrtj an the male ehOdren awaj ; hut aU the femaln, 
faarded hy divine protection, thej had not the Inst 
power to hart or touch. Next did he, by his nusieal 
arts, upon a rock ai^oining to the island, erect a citadel, 
or small castle, which is kept by a dragon, that csek 
mominf out of his mouth sendeth forth such a poifos- 
OQS breath, as kUleth all the males which are upon tbe 
Isknd. but over the females his breath hath no power. 
Just oTer against the castle standeth a pillar, whereoi 
•re inscribed these verses : 

f • What man iot*cr sets foot within thb tsl#. 

H« by our charms Immediately shall die • 
Which shall remain in force, until the while 

A knisht shall overcome the enemy. 
For then srcat Orpin's charms and spells shall cease 
And then the land shall peopled be va peace.* 

■* Having proceeded thus far in his devilish arts, be 
next by his spirits brought me into this island, where I 
have now remained the space of ten years, not having 
the company of any, either man. woman, or child, sare 
only of these two, which were sent me in a most mira« 
eulous manner. 

" For walking by the sea-side one morning, at suck 
time when the heavenly team begins his golden progress 
from the east, and gilds the horizon with his radiance, 
as I cast my eye upon the briny lace of Neptune. 1 be- 
held something floating on that glassy deep ; and stay- 
ing to take better notice of it, I perceived it to be a 
boat, which without the help of either man or oars made 
towards the shore ; and being come near. I drew it to 
land ; wherein were laid these two children fast asleep, 
and betwixt them a table written in letters of gold, 
which contained these words : 

** 'Leflt to queen Chance, two babes of knishtly birth 

Are to the rase of wind and seas exposed : 
If that they sain a habitable earth. 

By this their parents dear may be disclosed : 
Fonteious* children, whom death prisoner keeps. 
Their mother in tbe enchanted castle sleeps. 
Their stepfather, sir Vylon. who did owe 

A ^udi^e unto them for their mother's sake. 
To end their lives his malice did bestow. 

On whom the queen of Chance did pity take; 
Declaring they shall by an English knight 
Restored be unto their father's right. 
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Thus Fate decreed.; and those do sCriTe in warn, 
Whcw'er they tie. to alter Fate's decree : 

By unknown means our ends we or't attain, 
And furthest ways tothoufht may nearest b^ 

Learn then for to be just, without offence, 

lieav'ns I punish evil, protect innocence.' 

'* Now from what place these children came, I am as 
ignorant as they themselves, whose tender age was such 
as made them incapable of any knowledge, either of 
parents or country : yet was I much revived by the 
writing, which promised their restoration by an Bnglish 
knight, in which I also hoped my own was included ; 
wherefore ever since I have carefully brought them up, 
and fostered them in the best manner I could ; and now 
I hope is the time to come about, wherein what was 
promised by the queen of Chance will be performed ; 
not doubting but that such magnanimous resolutions as 
I see seated in your noble breast, joined with a just 
cause, will mAke you courageous to perform the adven- 
ture, and to free me from this tedious trouble and 
thraldom.** 

Sir David, hearing the story with much admiration, 
remembered how he and his brothers had freed their 
mother from the enchanted castle, as also of the knight 
which told how sir Vylon had exposed these two chil- 
dren to the mercy of the sea ; all which he related to 
the ancient gentleman, and withal promised him his ut- 
most endeavour for finishing the enchantment, and re« 
storing him again to the island of Ancona. 

After much feasting and rejoicing, sir David, remem- 
bering his promise, buckled on his armour, and putting 
himself into the ship*s boat, rowed with two mariners, 
and guided by the old hermit, he undauntedly landed 
before the enchanted castle, and marched directly to- 
wards the gate thereof ; whither no sooner he was come, 
but the dragon most fiercely issued out, when presently 
began betwixt them the most fierce battle that ever was 
heard of, which lasted a long time. At last, sir David 
espying an advantage, thrust his sword into the dragon*s 
belly, and so made an end of the encounter ; when was 
heard a mighty clap of thunder, and immediately the 
castle vanished away. 

No sooner had they beheld the castle vanished, but 
sir David on his knees gave thanks to the Immortal 
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Povera for this rictory ; and then, going up bigher into 
the land, tbejr came to a little Tillage, the inhabitants 
whereof were greatly astonished, some of the younger 
sort thereof having nerer seen a man before in their 
lires. and those that were elder, in not many years be- 
fbre. By them they understood that the queen, wife to 
the aged hermit, was dead, and that ber daughter, the 
beautiful Rosetta, did govern the island: wbereapoa 
they, determining to go to the young queen, sent the 
two mariners back for the ebiefest of their company to 
go along with them. Now whilst they staid there, 
many of the country came to see them ; some of the 
eldest of which, remembering their king, fell down at 
the aged hermit's feet, rejoicing to have seen that day 
they might behold again their sorereign. Then was 
great inquiry made for the rest of the men ; some for 
their husbands, some for their brothers, and other rela- 
tions; of whom the aged king Antenor, (for snch was 
his name, and by which title we shall now call him.) 
could give no intelligence. In the mean time some of 
them had posted to the court, and acquainted the young 
queen where her father was ; who at first could not be- 
Here their reports, such an unlikelihood did the truth of 
the story carry with it : but being confirmed by so 
many, at last she beliered what she most desired to be 
true ; and taking with her some of the choicest of her 
maids, she hasted to him with all the speed she could. 

Much talk had they concerning the death of the queen, 
and what occurrences had pa»ed in the mean space ; 
all which time sir Darid beheld the princess Rosetta 
with admiration : so that lore through his eyes stole into 
his heart, and there cook a full ])Ossession : but baring 
not an opportunity now to disclose it, and the queen in- 
riting them to her palace, whilst they -were preparing 
to set forward, the rest of the ship's company came up 
to them, together with the two Thracian children, des- 
tined to destruction by sir Vylon, and who were pre- 
served by Antenor, as you heard before. 

All tlH» way as they went to the palace,' they were 
entertained with great joy ; a troop of maidens, clothed 
all in white, going before them with timbrels in their 
hands, with which they played rery melodiously, sing- 
ing of songs, and answering one another in pleasant 
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roundelays. The people, all the way as they passed, 
came flocking about them, the younger sort wondering 
at the men, as if they were monsters ; and the men 
wondering as much to behold in every place nothing but 
women. The queen Rosetta entertained sir David with 
very high respects, who returned her kindness with 
obliging civility. The chiefest commanders were ac- 
commodated with tents peculiar to themselves, and 
stored with delicious viands and wines. Nay, the very 
meanest soldiers were so well gratilied and entertained, 
that they thought themselves very much obliged both 
to the queen and the rest of her subjects. In this con- 
dition we will leave them for a while, to tell you what 
happened soon after in the island. 



CHAPTEll XV. 
CoNQUEBiNO love had so possessed the heart of sir 
David, that all sports and pastimes seemed tedious to 
nim, and he gave himself over to melancholy ; till such 
time as finding a fit opportunity, when Rosetta was 
alone, he brake his mind to her, and fully declared hi« 
extreme passion. 

. Whilst discoursing, there came towards them a woman 
on horseback, who, by the haste she made, proclaimed 
that her errand M'as of great importance ; and so it 
X)roved ; for coming near to them, she cried out, "'Arm, 
arm, with all the speed you can ; for enemies are upoxi 
our coast, who have already done much mischief, and ii 
not prevented, are like to do much more." These ene- 
mies which thus molested this island, were the residue 
of the pagan army, which had escaped from the battle 
fought against them by the Christians, and were con- 
ducted by the horse-faced Tartar, who had escaped 
from the sword of sir Guy, as we told you before in 
the seventh chapter. These vagabond fugitives, being 
headed by the monster, as also by asagittary, who came 
with the prince of Tripoly, having gotten some ships, 
intended to escape to Persia, but by a storm at sea were 
driven they knew not whither, amongst several islands, 
where they maintained themselves by robbing, killing, 
and otiier inhuman ways towards the inhabitants ; who. 
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joining together, set upon tbem, and by the sUugliter of 
»oine of them forced the rest to put forth to sea agaiSi 
After sereral turmoilings, they chanced to land on thii 
island ; upon which they no sooner had set foot, bat 
they fell to their old trade of robbing and killing; so 
that the affHghted inhabitants ran firom their pie- 
sence, as the fearful sheep from before the deroaxn^ 
wolres. 

Sir David, understanding of what had passed, com- 
manded his men presently to arm ; and taking a gentk 
farewell of Rosetta and Antenor, he marched diieetlj 
against the pagans, being guided by the woman whieh 
broaght the news. As he marched along, he was met 
by divers women, who all fled from the merciless hands 
of their enemies, praying for the good success of the 
English, on whose victorious arms depended all the hopes 
of their safety. 

The pagans, seeing none but women to oppose them, 
thought themselves secure, and therefore nerer minded 
their arms, but fell to eating, drinking, rarishing of 
women, and all manner of outrages that a barbarous 
nation could act; when sir David with his men set 
upon them, killing and destroying them at their plea- 
sures. The horse-faced Tartar and the sagittary seeing 
this, betouk them to their swift-paced heels, thinking to 
get away in their ship ; but there was none to help 
them put forth to sea ; so that, being pursued by a party 
of soldiers, tliey were both taken prisoners, and carried 
in triumph back to sir David, who, with th{^ rest of the 
soldiers, had by that time wearied their arms and blunted 
their swords with the slaughter of those infidels, so thst 
few or none of them were left remaining. 

But now, all the amaxement of each person was to 
behold the strange shapes of those monsters, resembling 
as much beasts as men : and therefore, the better to 
secure them, anil that they might freely be beheld of the 
people, the soldiers made them a great wooden cage, 
which, running on wheels, they drew about with them 
whithersoever they went ; and in this manner they led 
them along until they came to the queen's court, where sir 
David and his men were entertained with unspeakable 
Yy. And now did the queen Rosetta manifest her love 
fy the kind reception she made sir David : which when 
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it Was made known to king Antenor, he was orerjoyed 
at the newsi desiring it might be consummated as 
soon as possible. 

In short, all things befitting such a solemnity being 
prepared upon the prefixed day the bridegroom and bride 
were led in great state unto the temple, he attended with 
a choice band of English soldiers, and she waited on by 
a troop of beautiful ladies. After the priest had joined 
their hands in holy wedlock, they were conducted back 
in the same state as they went, all the people sending 
forth loud acclamations of joy. At their return to the 
palace, they feasted in most sumptuous manner ; all the 
afternoon being spent in dancing, masking, and such- 
like rerellings. 

Next morning was designed for a combat betwixt the 
Tartar and sagittary ; to behold which, Antenor, Rosetta, 
sir Darid, and all the chief of ihe English commanders* 
and the Ancona ladies, took their places on the stages 
proTided for them. About nine o'clock the two com- 
batants were brought forth ; the Tartar had on a quilted 
jacket, wrought full of eyelet-holes, at each of which 
hung a needle, fastened by thread ; on his head, for a 
helmet, he wore a cap made of tortoise-shells, and so 
interworen with steel wire, that it was not penetrrble ; 
he was armed with an ebon javelin, headed with steel, 
yet something blunted, as designed more fur sport than 
hurt. The sagittary had on a garment made of a pan- 
ther's skin, so hard and tough as no sword could pierce 
it : his javelin was of Laconian ash, studded with ivory, 
with a head of burnished silver. Great were the expect- 
ations of the spectators concerning this combat : but 
they, knowing that their own ruin was only intended for 
the mirth of others, resolved rather to spend their lives 
to the destruction of their enemies ; and, therefore, 
nimbly leaping over the rails, in despite of all opposi- 
tion that could be made, they hasted away as swift as if 
their veins ran with quicksilver, turning about as doth 
a swallow, being here and there, and here and yonder, 
and all at once. 

Sir David and the other men of war, seeing the agility 
of the monsters, thought it high time to bestir them- 
selves ; and thereupon, getting on horseback, made what 
speed they couid after them ; but their flight was tm 
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swift as if they had been freed from the dregs of the 
earth, and were as nimble as fairy elres» so that in an 
instant they had lost the sight of them. 

It happened at that Tery time that sir Pandrasus, 
with his warlike Danes, having been a long time tossed 
about on the sea, and relieved at some of the islands 
where those pagans had been plundering before, they, 
in requital of such courtesies, promised to pursue after 
the in&dels, and to revenge the outrages they had done 
them ; and hearing they made towards this island, they 
followed after ; not knowing that sir David, or any Eng- 
lishman, was upon the coast. Great was the wonder 
both of the English and Danes to see one another so 
unexpectedly ; but the English informing the Danes of 
their chace after the two monsters, they resolved to join 
with them in the pursuit. Tlie Danes had at that time a 
Scythian dog, much stouter of courage than an English 
mastiff, and far swifter than an Irish greyhound. "When 
tliey came within view of the monsters, the dog was let 
loose, and ran with as nimble speed as the shafts fly 
from a Parthian bow, or as if his flight were supplied 
by wings. And now the monsters were to seek in their 
shifts ; for the dog, soon overtaking them, seized on the 
sagittary, who roared like a bull, striving, but in vain, 
to disentangle himself of the dog. 

In the mean time the horse-faced Tartar scudded 
away as swiftly as a well-driven javelin flies, or as a 
hawk pursues the fearful dove. Sir David, with some 
others seizing on the sagittary, he commanded him to 
be hanged upon the next tree ; and then, with sir Pan- 
drasus, and those others who were nimblest mounted, 
they pursued after the Tartar ; who now, more wary by 
his fellow's harms, staid not in any place, that they 
should not suddenly overtake him, never ceasing till he 
came to a rock near to the sea-side, in which espying a 
hollow vault or cave, he crept therein, and so sheltered 
himself for a time. 

Escaping thus their hands, after much search made in 
vain for him, sir David taking order for a watch to be 
laid all about the island, that he might do no further 
mischief, he invited Pandrasus to the court, who went 
along with him, accompanied with several Danes of 
^cat rank and quality, and were most courteously re- 
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ceived by queen Rosetta. After two or three days spent 
in feasting, and no news heard uf the Tartar, it was 
judged by all that he had drowned himself in the sea, 
and therefore they began to cease watching mure after 
him. And as sir Pandrasus, with the flower of the 
Panish commanders, were there, it was concluded to 
erovm sir David king of Ancona, and all those islands 
which belonged to* it ; which Autenor was the most for- 
ward to do, seeing in sir David such excellent accom- 
plishments. 

The day prefixed for the solemnity being come, many 
vere the devices and stately pageants which met them 
as they went to be crowned. Ascending a scaffold pre- 
pared for that purpose, and sir David and Rosetta 
placed on two rich thrones, after some set speeches and 
ceremonies used, two boys in the shape of angels de- 
scended from the battlement, with each a crown in his 
hand, which they placed on the heads of sir David and 
Kosetta; which was no sooner done, but the i^ople 
gave a shout, crying, *• Long live David and Rosetta, 
king and queen of Ancona, with all the islands belong- 
ing thereunto." Then did the trumpets sound, and 
several sorts of instruments play ; which being finished, 
they marched back again in great state unto the palace, 
where was provided a most sumptuous banquet, in 
which neither art nor cost was wanting to please the 
appetite of each several guest. In the afternoon was a 
just held betwixt an English knight and a Dane, which 
was performed with such valour and resolution, as gave 
great satisfaction to the beholders, and gained great 
honour to themselves. 

And thus sir David being crowned king, was fulfilled 
the third prophecy, which the fairy queen had predicted 
on him, being this which follows : 

" The Muses' darling for true sapience. 

In princes* courts this babe shall spend his days; 
Kings shall admire his learned eloquence. 

And write in brazen books his endless praise; 
By Pallas* gift he shall achieve a crown, 
Advance his fame, and litt him to renown.*' 

The rest of the afternoon of this coronation day was 
spent in variety of pastimes, each one studying some 
quaint device to set forth the glory of so magnificent a 
triumph. 
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vas g—maafiti^ ^paa a i ht e f whiA he lud aewlj 
acaa»i aa. BaI haiia* a ii^ of his paxsaen, he left 
h}ft prr J. aai raa away as svift as a sta^ who acomia^ 
the earLk vilh his he«ls. raas from the shriU cries of 
the foil-a jcibed Soaikd : bat the Sejthiaa doe, hxriug 
Coetra a si^t of biau sooared after as swift as the flight 
•f li^tsiA^ ihrga^ the air, so that ia aa instant he had 
ai{^ OT^ertakea him. Which the Tartar pereetring, tamed 
ahoo: ; a:3i •eviog h« mast die, molved jet to gire ooe 
bi>tath of raioar before his expinag ; aad with his eboa 
jareSia raa agaiast the dog with all his aught, aad gare 
hzas a woaad upoa the shoulder ; whereapon the dog, 
mmbtv turaiag aboat, flew upon his facr, and catching 
h>:d of his ear. Made him bellow most hideoosly. Then 
rising npon their hind feet, they tarabied orer one ano- 
ther ; ia which £all the Tartar got his ear loose from the 
dj;, and withal gare him a wound on the flank ; but 
tVa the dog catched him bj the leg, and there held 
him till the corapanj came up to him, whe seised on 
him, and sending for the wooden cage wherein he was 
oefore. put him into the same again, and carrying htm 
back to the palace, hu&f it uj^a ooe of the amu of a 
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stately oak, where he remained a spectacle for the peo* 
pie to gaze on. Whilst they were thus husled about the 
Tartar, another party, who had been out in search of 
him, returned, bringing with them the necromancer 
Orpine, whose wicked life had been so notorious as de- 
served no pity, nor compassion ; therefore they clogged 
him with irons, and cast him into a dungeon, Uiere sus* 
taining him with bran and water. 

And now that the monster and necromancer were both 
secured, for joy thereof Antenor prepared a costly ban- 
quet, to which were invited king David and queea 
Rosetta, with sir Pandrasus, and the English and Danish 
captains. After the banquet was ended, king David 
desired sir Pandrasus to give him a relation of his 
travels after they had parted from the Christian army : 
to which he readily condescended, and began as fol- 
loweth : 

'* Know then, most worthy audience, that after we 
had taken our leave of those magnanimous heroes, the 
Seven Champions of Christendom, whose names shall 
live for ever enrolled in the books of Fame, we intended 
to steer our course directly for Denmark, whose fruitful 
banks we greatly longed to behold ; but Fate had other- 
wise decreed, for our pilot being unskilful in those seas, 
after much wanderings to and fro, we at last arrived in 
an island named Barcona the Warlike. Here were we 
courteously entertained. The next day was held a so- 
lemn just, wherein the king and twelve others were 
challengers, against a prince of a bordering island and 
twelve of his partners. In these conflicts were broken 
betwixt the parties five hundred and eight spears. On 
the next day was kept a tournament for all persons to 
try their valour, which was done with great courage 
and magnanimity on both sides. This being done, they 
fought with much eagerness and courage at the barriers. 
And in these exercises they did commonly spend their 
time. 

" After some communication had with the king, of 
our travels and adventures, he, knowing us to be sol- 
diers, and that I was commander-in-chief, challenged 
me to just with him, and to that purpose furnished me 
with horse and arms. At these jusls it chanced, by 
shivering of a spear, that one of the splinters entering 
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«be kill's WriMCt. pierced his brmia. so that lie Ibn down 
presently dcvd. The nobles, seeing their king thus 
kllkd, were in a msn^kras trnge, and, vowing Terense. 
songhC to Uy hands npoa me; hot I, pereeiring their 
intcntioas, defiended myself as we& as I coold: so that 
WBtmm blows began to be dealt anMmgst as; when my 
»e«. seeing what danger I was in. armed tbemselres, 
and stontly stood in my defenee. And now ranch mis- 
chief might hare eMned. had not one ot the ancient 
■o b leme n stept in betwixt them and us, and desiring ns 
to forbear until such time ss he had spoken a lew woids. 
** *Let not, dear friends,* said he, * sodden passion 
•o prerail over reason, as without causes thotongfaly 
weighed, and mature deliberation taken, to engage in 
anch a quarrel wherein the Tietor must needs snUer. 
Bcre is notliing of premeditated malice ; and shall w« 
go about to murder those for doing that which they 
theamelTes wish had nerer been done T Therefore, in 
seeking to do justice to the dead, let us not go about to 
do injury to the liring ; but that without any more mis- 
chief, we may argue the case by argument, rather than 
arms, since it is a well-known, approved maxim. * That 
where the sword bears sway, justice for that time hath 
no place." 

•• This proposition was well receired on both parts, 
and the next day was the time appointed wherein all 
controTcrsy should be decided ; which being come, and 
the matter argued, I was acquiUed by the most of those 
who were then present, as a thing only accidental to the 
exercise of arms. But whilst these things were arguhig, 
there came a trumpeter, aUended with two other per- 
sons clad in armour, one of them being of a gigantic 
stature, who declared, that, hearing of the martial 
prowess of this king Belphegor, (for so he was named,) 
they came on purpose to try their manhood with him. 
The nobles with a sad countenance declared unto them 
the mischance which had befallen their king : however, 
they told them their challenge should be answered ; and 
I requested I might hare the honour to just with him 
in the biggest armour ; and one of the nobles, who was 
most eager in prosecuting me, undertook the other; and 
io we prepared for the encounter. 

*' I was mounted on the same horse, and in the samo 



OP CHRISTKNDOM. 383 

ftrmour, wherewith I had jotted against the king; with 
which I entered the lists ; wherein I had not been long, 
bat my antagonist came, riding on an iron-grey horse, 
of a marrellous great strength and bigness. His armour 
was black, and in his shield he had for his device a 
phoenix rising out of her spicy nest» with these words : 
•Virtue erer lives.* 

" At some distance from us did the nobleman and 
other champion also enter the list, well prepared to en- 
counter each other. At the trumpet's sounding we set 
spurs to our horses, and with eager fury each one as- 
sailed his adversary. Whilst each of us strived for the 
palm of victory, and to purchase fame by our well-de- 
servings, we more wearied ourselves than got any ad- 
Tantage of each other ; and in this equal fight did we 
eontinue until such time as tlie parted day held an 
equal balance betwixt the foregoing and ensuing light, 
and that bright Phoebus had half-way mounted to the 
highest story of his Olympic palace. And in this equal 
condition of ilght we both parted ; when I, greatly de- 
siring to know who it was that had so valiantly encoun- 
tered with me. he pulling off his helmet, to my great 
wonder I found him to be the giant Wonder, who came 
with us out of the land of Denmark ; and his second a 
captain who came likewise along with us. Hereupon 
we most lovingly embraced each other. 

•' Now you must understand, that when we parted 
from the Seven Champions, as I told you before, we 
embarked in two ships ; but it chanced that that ship 
wherein he was, in the night time running upon a rock, 
was split in pieces, most of them perishing in the sea ; 
only he, with some few others, getting astride upon the 
main-mast, by the favourable working of the sea, were 
driven on shore in a small island near adjoining. The 
inhabitants thereof received them kindly, and furnished 
them with such necessaries as they wanted. Long had 
he not been there, but, hearing of the renown of king 
Belphegor, aforesaid, he sold some jewels which he had 
reserv^ from the wreck of the sea, and with his cham- 
pion, putting themselves into armour, came to try their 
fortunes at the island of Barcona, and where it was 
my chance to encounter with him, as I bare declared 
unto you. 
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sidered hj aecroaMaej, tbat oalj two at a tiaie should 
cater tbncia ; for so it was declared by a tablet, which 
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* Two for to try their tsIoot iMre may Toatan. 
B«t atkari pcnon is forbid to cater.' 

*' Sir Woadcr aad I. bariaf beard this rdatioa, re- 
solrcd to aadeitake this catcr^se; aad dcdariaf oar 
auads oato the eompaay, they applaadcd as for oor 
bcroical resolatioas. So the acxt day. bein^ furoithed 
with armooT according to what we desiTed, guided by 
the gcnUcraan who had gircn us the relation, we came 
liefore the enchanted foontain; and baring read the 
writing, we espied by the side of the wicket a sQrer 
born, for them to blow which would bare entrance ; 
which sir Wonder putting to his mouth, it gare forth a 
lound as loud as when cannons disgorge their fiery to« 
mits; when immediately the wicket opened of itself; 
and no sooner were we entered, but it shut again of its 
ovn accord. Being thus entered, we heard the lion 
send forth such a hideous yell, as for the noise thereof 
might be heard to Antipodes. Whereupon we prepared 
oorselres for the encounter ; and high time it was. for 
immediately we perceired both the giant and lion come 
marching against us. The giant bad on a coat of mail 
of wonderful strength and goodness, with an oak tree 
in his hand for a club ; the Hon had on his neck a collar 
if brass, wherein the necromancer had written these 
Jucs: 

• Who Tt\« Aft\V\ wtTC<»Tt\«. h« for his piiin 
The conoueil o< W.e ^outkVAvu \Vk*N\ ck\>VMaL. 
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" Th« Uon eame directly towards me, and tlie giant 
narebed against sir Wonder ; and then began a most ter- 
rible conflict on both sides. After fighting a long time, 
the giant had so wounded sir Wonder, that he began to 
faint ; which I perceiring, thought it high time to use 
my utmost endearour ; and striking at the lion with all 
my might, cut him a deep gash on the eye ; where- 
vpon he roared most horribly, and retreating back, gave 
me opportunity to succour sir Wonder, who now was 
upon the point of falling, being deeply wounded. The 
giant, seeing the lion retreating towards the fountain, 
desired a parley ; but I would hear no conditions, but 
only an absolute submission of himself to my mercy, 
which at drst he refused to do; whereupon he entered 
into a fresh combat, giring and receiving many blows 
on each side ; so that, being almost wearied, I resolved 
to make quick despatch; and getting within compass 
of his club, closing with him, we both tumbled down to- 
gether, I falling uppermost; when I, getting upon my 
feet, presented my sword unto his throat : but then did 
he bellow out to spare his life, and he would reveal all 
the secrets of the fountain unto me, and deliver me the 
possession thereof; upon which condition I promised 
him his life. It now began to be the ebb of day, 
wherefore we resolved to repose that night ; and were 
conducted by the giant to a spacious chamber, wherein 
stood a stately bed ; but, dreading the giant's perfidi- 
ousness, we slept not both of us together, but one al- 
ways stood upon his guard ; which no doubt prevented 
him from farther mischief at that time ; and, therefore, 
- what he could not do one way, he sought to act another ; 
and knowing of a poisonous fruit which grew within 
■iz miles of the fountain, the nature of which was, that 
being no sooner eaten but it cast them into a deadly 
sleep for the space of eight hours after ; he therefore tra- 
Telied thither at night, and early the next morning came 
nnto us with a smiling look, and presented to us some 
of the frait to eat : but at the same time from my nose 
there fell three drops of blood, and a diamond ring 
which I had on my finger, sweat, and looked as pale as 
ashes; whereupon, foreboding some treason, I com- 
manded him to taste first thereof himself; which with 
ta obstinate denial he refused to do ; and perceiving 
20 
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liis trcMhery wai diacOTeied, h» thoucfat now no vnj 
but to conquer by amu or die, and thereupon struck at 
me with all hit might, which I awared as well as I could ; 
howerer, he gare me a slight wound on my arm : here- 
upon, snatching up my sword, * False villain,' nxd I, 
' now shall thy life pay for thy treachery ; not all the 
wealth of the Indies shall redeem thee out of my hands.' 

*' Whilst we were thus fighting, the lion with like 
fierceness assailed sir Wonder, who was newly awaked 
from his sleep, hearing the clattering which the giant 
and I made with fighting. But the giant did not long 
endure my blows, but made towards the fountain, to bare 
tasted some of the fruit, the virtue whereof he knew to be 
such, that it would have cured him of all his wounds in tn 
instant. But ere he had gotten half way Uiither, I run 
him in at the back with my sword ; whereupon, turning 
him towards me, he gave me such a blow on my wrist, 
which so numbed my hand, as my sword was ready to 
drop out of it ; but I having the use of one hand u 
well as the other, quickly recovering my sword, gare 
him such a deep gash on Uie ham, as he came tumbling 
down like to a great timber log; when running my 
sword into his bowels, I left him, as I thought, for dead, 
and returned to the succour of sir Wonder ; who by 
this time had overcome the lion, and laid him for dead, 
and was coming towards me ; at our meeting we kindly 
embraced each other, thanking the divine powers foi; 
this so notable a victory. 

" Returning back towards the giant, we found he was 
not quite dead, who, before his expiring, confessed unto 
us his treason, that if we had eaten of the poisonous 
fruit, as soon as We had fallen asleep, he would hare 
digged a deep pit, abd therein have buried us alive, so 
near we were to the jaws of destruction. 

" By this time the gentleman that conducted us to the 
island, attended with some few resolute soldiers, came 
(but not without much doubting) to see what was be- 
come of us, intending with their best aid to help us to 
the obtaining of the victory ; but finding the work done 
to their hands, they rejoiced exceedingly at our good 
fortune. 

" And now we went all of us to the fountain, where 
wc caroused of the wine very freely ; and soon after 
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came to ni di.?ets of the nobles and knights from B«r<- 
cona ; who Keholctiiig' the. bodies of the g;iant and lion» 
highly applauded , our eoiirage in the attempt, and with 
a general consent proffered ns the goremment of the 
foontain, with all the island thereunto ; which sir Wonder 
freely accepted of: but I, being desirous to return home, 
as I had faithfully promised to those of my followers 
which remained, having furnished myself with what 
necessaries I wanted, took ship, and after many difil- 
culties arrired in this island.** 



CHAPTER XVn. 

StK Pakioasus having finished his story, they all very 
much marvelled at the virtues of that rare fountain, 
king David resolving after some time to go and see it, 
with a desire also to visit his old friend sir Wonder : but 
sir Pandrasus being desirous to return home, furnished 
himself with all necessaries thereunto, which were ttet^j 
given him by king David and his queen Rosetta ; and 
so taking his solemn leave of them both, he, with the 
rest of the Danes, took ship, and with a prosperous 
gale cut the briny face of fleptune, and not meeting 
with any adventures remarkable, they same to an islaud 
• called Micomioon, where they landed ; and leaving some 
> of the company to guard the ship, sir Pandrasus with 
the rest marched up into the country, and came to a 
high hill, which was beautiOed with many stately trees, 
whose curled tops seemed to brave the skies ; at the foot 
of this mountain lay the bedy of a giant newly killed, 
of a marvellous size. They very much wondered at the 

- vast proportion of this giant, but much more at the 
■ matchless strength of him that killed him ; and being 
. desirous to be further informed, they saw a plain beaten 

- path leading up to the top of the hill, by which they 
ascended, and found on the top thereof a castle of a 
curious building, beautified with all the cost and cun- 
ning that the height of fancy could express ; and upon 
the firont whereof was a large table of brass, wherein 
these lines were written : 

** Within this castle lives th« scourire of kings. 
The itiant Biiomart, or* wondrous misht; 

1Z»t to his power he doth subdue all thincs. 
Whoever daies encounter him in fig^ht ; 
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ht hQodrads. by tli«ir deaths have plain made known. 
J^ho by hU martial roifht have b«en o'arthrowa. 
Let Mwe then dure to enter in this rate, 
Leet for hU folly be repent too late.*' 
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PandreauB, haring read the writing, notwithstanding 
he saw the giant alain, yet not knowing what danger 
night ensue, commanded all his company to arm them- 
•elves before they entered into the castle ; which being 
done, himself went foremost with his sword drawn, when 
fkt>ra Uie battlements a knight called to him to know 
what he was, and for what business he came thither. 
To whom Pandrasus made this answer : ** That he was of 
the country of Denmark, and being necessitated for pro- 
Tisions at sea, was come thither for succour." Presently 
they were met by sereral persons unarmed, who with a 
smiling countenance came unto them ; two of which 
fompany chanced to be sir Phelim of Ireland, aon to 
St Patrick, and the raliant WeUh knight, sir Owen of 
the Mountains, son to St. David ; who after their return 
from Cyprus, being separated firom sir Turpin of France, 
and sir Pedro of Spain, chanced to arrive in this island ; 
and coming to the castle, having read the writing afore- 
said, they resolved to encounter the giant, where, after 
a long and tedious fight, valiantly performed on both 
sides, he was at last overcome and slain by them. 

And now seeing the giant quite dead, they came up to 
the castle, that they might release such as were prisoners 
therein ; but to see what variety of tortures this tyrant 
inflicted on those poor creatures, it would make a man 
to bless himself to behold it. In the first room they 
opened, there lay four knights bound neck and heels 
together : these were four brothers, sons to a certain 
baron named Clemander, who coming to revenge them- 
selves upon the giaut. who had ravished their sister, 
were by him taken prisoners : having unbound them, 
and told them how the giant was killed, they were trans- 
ported with an ecstasy of joy. In the next room they 
entered, there lay a young man loaded with irons of so 
vast a weight that he was not able to stand upright, and 
seemed to be only a living corpse ; with much ado they 
knocked the irons off his legs, who, whilst they were 
doing it, oftentimes swooned away, but being revived 
by tome cordial spirits of rare waters which they had 
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brought wltli them, they at last hroaght him to htmtelf ; 
and demanding what he waa, and what misfortunea 
brought him thither, after two or three deep-fetched 
■ighs, he thus said : 

*' I am,*' said he, " one bom a native of this country, 
my fiuher a count thereof; and one of the gentlemen 
of the king's bed-chamber. One day as 1 attended the 
king a hunting, he was on a sudden surprised by this 
giant, none but I standing to him, although followed by a 
great company ; the ugliness of his proportion so afiVight- 
kig them, that they recommended the protection of their 
lires to their feet And now the king and I, thus left 
to his mercy, nothing would redeem our lires but the 
delivering up this castle to him, which then was the 
royal mansion of his majesty ; and though this was 
done according to his desire, yet this perfidious lump of 
flesh, retained us both prisoners ; which how he used 
the king is to me unknown ; but for myself, my mise- 
ries under him were so great, that death should hare 
been rery wdcome to hare arrested my body, and laid 
aaein the cold prison of the grare." 

This so sorrowful relation wrought great compassion 
Ui the hearts of sir Owen and sir Phelim, who taking 
the keys of the castle, opened many doors, and in erery 
zoom they went to beheld sad spectacles of the giant's 
eruelty. 

At last they came to the place where the king lay : 
the young man who was taken prisoner with him came 
towards him as fast as his trembling legs would carry 
him, and, falling on his knees, he said: '* Most gracious 
aoreieign, behold these matchless heroes, whose inrin* 
eible manhood hath gained our freedom, and whose peer* 
less prowess hath orereome our insulting enemy." 

The king seeing young Clodius, (for so was the gen- 
tleman named,) was in a strange kind of amaze, not 
thinking any human power possibly able to orereome 
the giaut ; but being by them assured that he was slain, 
to confirm their words, they carried him to a window, 
out of which he might behold hb dead carcass : and at 
that time it was when sir Pandrasus came unto them. 
Great was the joy amongst these raliant knights for then 
so happily meeting together ; but being informed by the 
king that there were many more prisoners behinji^ \.^<en 
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rttolTed not to takt tnj TepMt antll they had set them 
all at liberty ; and so entering into ae? eral roOms, and 
setting free direra prisonert, they came at last to > 
room, wherein was enclosed a beautiful Tirgin, whon 
grief had almost made distracted ; who at their entrance 
into the room took no notice of them, but like to m 
entranced sonl stood as one with ghosts nffrighted. 

•• Tlie miseries," said the king. •• that this Tirgin 
hath endured, might more a heart of stone to pity. vA 
cause the most obdurate soul to lament. She is the 
only daughter of a wealthy knight, endued as yon lee 
with nature's chlefcst omamenU ; so that, befbre grief 
had made a transmigration of her, the queen of lore 
might have serred as a foil unto her. It was her chanee, 
n fatal chanee, to fall in kire with n young gentlemtn 
that waited on her ftther, one answerable to her in afl 
respects, had his estate been equal with his parts ; and 
he answering her love with like reciprocal afltectioa. 
But as it is incident to lorers to meet with crosses, so 
did these at the rery beginning thereof; for her father 
coming to hare knowledge of it. this young gentleman, 
whose name was Matheo. was soon turned away, and 
forbid ever after ft-om coming near unto the house ; and 
she confined to a chamber, without any other liberty', 
and not anyone suffered to remain with her ; wherefore 
in the night she uncorded the bed, and tying the line to 
a pillar of the window, by the help thereof she slid 
down to the gronnd; and wandering, she cared not 
whither, so she were out of the reach of her father*i 
cruelty, she chanced to come near this castle, whom the 
giant espying, caught her flying f^om his loathed sight, 
and brought her into the castle, where erer since she 
hath remained in the condition which you see.*' 



CHAPTER XVIII. 
Tui king haTing ended his discourse, it wrought great 
compassion in all them that heard it. especially sir 
Paudrasus. who much pitied her sad condition ; and, 
therefore, to comfort her. he having brought a bottle of 
the healing wine from that preciojs fountain whereof sir 
'Woudet waauoNV ««^«cnsktO^«f>?l«h«r some part thereof 
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to drink ; which she no sooner had received, but her 
spirits revived, and her colour came to her as if fresh 
roses budded in her cheeks ; and then telling her that 
now all danger was past, that the giant was killed, and 
■he at freedom, joy began by little to enter in at the 
crannies of her heart. And now, all parties being sur- 
rounded with joy, messengers were sent to all parts of 
the kingdom, to declare to them the joyful news of their 
king's delivery ; whereupon, soon after a wonderful 
number of lords, knights, and gentlemen came to con- 
gratulate their prince's freedom, and to express their 
joy for the death of the giant, whose dead body they 
beheld with great wonder and admiration. 

Amongst other news that came to the castle, one was, 
that the knight, father to the distressed lady, was newly 
dead, whereby she became heiress to his whole estate ; 
who, having notice thereof, notwithstanding his great 
unklndness to her, yet did she make great lamentation 
for him, showing therein the right nature of a dutiful 
child. After some few days passed, through the earnest 
solicitations of the king, sir Fhelim, sir Owen of the 
Mountains, and sir Fandrasus, she was persuaded to cast 
>er affections upon the young count that was her fellow- 
*>risoner ; in consideration whereof the king gave him 
great estates, and made him an earl. 

The marriage was solemnized with great iplendour ; 
when on a sudden was a great uproar, and cry of the 
people, who came running towards the castle, as swiftly 
Irhirling as the wishing wind : for this giant Briomart 
iad a brother named Curio, who lived in an island hard 
by, where he used as much cruelty as his brother did 
in this : he, hearing of the slaughter of his brother 
Briomart, raised what force he could, and landing in 
the island, killed all that he could catch, sparing neither 
men, women, nor children. This being made known to 
these valiant knights, they armed themselves with all 
the speed they might ; mustered what forces they could 
raise at present ; and being prepared, they staid near 
unto the castle, expecting the coming of the enemy, 
who with great pride and confidence came marching to- 
wards the castle : the giant Curio at the head of them. 
Sir Fhelim seeing the giant marching in this manuer, 
with a strong pole-axe came up to him ; betwixt whom 



39:2 THK 8KVKN CHAMPIONS 

began a most fierce eneoonter. In the mean time the 
two armies joined together, with as much rage and fiuy 
as was possible, each striring to exceed the other who 
should cloy death's Jaws the soonest, so that the field 
was strewed with dead carcasses, and mounts of slain 
bodies surrounded with moats of blood : sir Owen and 
sir Pandrasus making lanes to pass wheresoerer they 
went, as if they altogether minded mankind's destruc- 
tion. None was taken to mercy, but eyery one sacri* 
ficed to the sword. 

Whilst they were thus in the heat of the fight, the 
king, with the new bridegroom-earl, came, with those 
whom desire of liberty and allegiance to their sovereign 
had brought to take up arms with him, and giring a 
furious onset to the adrerse party, they were forced a 
little to retire : but the giant Cnrlo had so far prerailed 
against sir Phelim, that he was forced to recoil ; where- 
upon our new earl, to add to his honour, entered in the 
combat with the giant ; but, alas! lua strength was not 
answerable to his heart, having been so much enfeebled 
by his long imprisonment : so that, notwithstanding sir 
Phelim did all he could in his rescue, yet was he slain 
by him ; which sir Owen of the Mountains perceiring, 
with great rage, guided by courage, and goremed by 
discretion, joined with a manly resolution, oppoeed him- 
self against the giant, and so lustily laid abont liim, that 
in the end he brought him down headlong ; who iu his 
fall made such a horrid loud noise as wounded the air 
with terror, like the roar of a whole herd of lions, 
enough almost to make an earthquake. But sir Owen, 
knowing the success of the battle depended upon the 
giant's life, nimbly leaped on him. and with his keen 
falchion cut off his head ; which when the rest of hit 
soldiers perceived, they thought to save themselves by 
flight : but these valiant knights were so exasperated by 
the death of this new earl, that, banishing all pity from 
their breasts, like enraged lions they fell upon them, 
and without all remorse never ceased till they left not 
one of them alive. Having obtained such an absolute 
victory, they returned back again in triumph, carrying 
the dead body of the earl to his newly married lady and 
now disconsolate widow. 

And uow ih«se "waxViVLQ ^Lnl^httt being minded to go 
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into tbeir own eoantriet, took their solemn leave of tlie 
king, who rewarded them with many rich gifts and pre- 
sents, giving them many thanks for their valour showed 
in his defence: so taking ship, they launched from 
shore; when soon the soils grew big-bellied with the 
wanton wind, and the ship glided safely on Neptune's 
briny face, capering for joy upon the silver waves, uutU 
such time they each of them arrived in their own coun- 
tries ; where they were received with much joy ; and 
where we will leave them for the present, to relate what 
befel to sir David in going to see sir Wonder at the 
Fountain of Health. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Thi Talouroof and renowned champion sir David, being 
now well settled in his kingdom of Ancona, as you 
beard in the fifteenth chapter, was very desirous to see 
sir Wonder, and to experiment the effects of the pre- 
cious fountain, as sir Pandrasus had declared unto him : 
wherefore, selecting out a choice number of approved 
soldiers, he took ship, and having a prosperous wind, 
he in a few days arrived in that fertile island : but, con- 
trary to bis expectation, instead of being received with 
great friendship, no sooner was he landed but a number 
of armed soldiers came marching against him, bidding 
him either to depart the land, or yield up his arms into 
their hands, or else to abide what their force could com- 
pel him to. For so it was, that soon after the departure 
of sir Pandrasus, those of the Warlike Island, under- 
standing the rare virtues of the fountain, and the fruit 
that grew on the banks of it, resolved to become masters 
thereof; and to that purpose in friendly manner visited 
sir Wonder, seeming to applaud his happy fortune in 
being possessed of so rare and precious a jewel as was 
that fountain; and so far did they insinuate into his 
favour, that he trusted them with all his secrets, which 
they wrought unto his ruin ; for by a wile they locked 
him into an inner room, and seised on his servants by a 
party, which they secured in a private place : and to 
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that tima while sir Darid landed liad kept them close 
priaonera. 

But now waa the time of their deliyerance come about ; 
for air Darid, understandUng there was no way to be 
used but force, setting his men in order, gave them such 
a charge as put them to the rout, the greatest part of 
them being slain in the chase. Tlie residue of them 
that escaped, flying to the fountain, raised all their 
whole force; who having armed themselves, speedily 
marched against air David. And now began a most 
terrible fight betwixt them, with such a cruel slaughter 
of men, that the earth waa covered with dead bodies. 
Sir David with his keen fSeachion hewed his way through 
his enemies, until he came unto their general, with whom 
he encountered hand to hand ; and after many blows 
exchanged betwixt them, slew him outright ; whereupon 
the residue sought to save themselves by flight, but 
were so eagerly pursued, that very few of them escaped, 
not above three persons xeserved alive. And then 
giving thanks to the Immortal Powera for this great 
victory, they went the next day to the fountain, and 
released sir Wonder and the rest of hia men from their 
captivity. 

Great was the joy at this their meeting; for sir 
Wonder, notwithstanding his vast strength, yet waa ao 
strongly imprisoned, that he despaired of ever regaining 
his former liberty, which being so unexpected, made 
him the higher to prize it. Then did sir David with 
his soldiers drink of the wine of the Ipuntain ; when 
presently they felt the powerful virtue thereof, being in 
an instant as fresh and lively as when they first began 
the fight. Afterwards air Wonder banqueted them with 
the fruits of the trees that grew upon the banks thereof, 
which wer» of such various tastes, and yet all of tliem 
so delicious, as gave great satisfaction to the most in- 
dulging palate. But they were not only delightful to 
the taste, and pleasant to the appetite, but also of that 
superexcellent virtue, that whosoever tasted of them 
was immediately cured of all the hurts and wounds he 
had about him, were they never so deep and deadly. 

Being thus extraordinarily well satisfied in beholding 
the curiosities of this incomparable island, they drew 
down to the tea side; and casting their eyes a little 
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farther, they beheld a boat come rowing towards them* 
vr herein sat an old man, whose hairs did wear the sobef 
hue of gray, and whose wrinkled countenance did seeat 
to cast the account of many cares. They came rowing 
directly towards them ; and being landed, the old gen- 
tleman desired to speak with the chiefest of their com- 
pany ; and being brought unto sir David, he spake to 
him in this manner : 

"Most worthy knight, whose valiant acts are me- 
morized all the world over ; let melting pity creep into 
your heart to give some comfort to my calamity. Know 
then, most worthy chieftain, that in my native country, 
being an island hard by, there liveth a cruel tyrant, one 
who thinks nothing unlawful that makes for his advan- 
tage ; and to that intent keeping a constant kennel of 
blood-hounds to accuse whom he pleaseth, and who are 
so desperately wicked for his purpose, tiiat they will 
depose whatsoever he would have them. By these 
men was I accused to have conspired against his life* 
and he being judge in his own cause, I was condemned* 
and presently had my estate seized on ; which, indeed* 
was the main cause of my accusation." 

Sir David hearing this sad relation of the ancient gen- 
tleman, was moved with great pity towards him, so that 
he vowed, by the honour of knighthood, either to re- 
venge him of the tyrant, or to lose his life in the at- 
tempt ; and so giving the ancient gentleman some of the 
water of the fountain to drink, and some of the apples 
to eat, he was so refreshed, that he seemed to forget 
his former sorrows, and to have new life and vigour in- 
spired into him. They, therefore, agreed to send for 
more succour to sir David's country, Intending to stay 
there until their return ; but in the meantime this am* 
bitious tyrant, whose name was Almantor, having heard 
how this island was conquered by a few persons, and of 
the rare qualities belonging thereunto, he thought in aa 
instant to surprise it ; and to that purpose manned out 
what force he could make, and with great bravery sailed 
toward this fruitful island, having conquered it in con- 
ceit before he came thither. Sir David, seeing this 
fleet of ships, laid an ambush to surprise them, and upon 
their first landing seemed to fly, until he liad brought 
them into the net prepared for them, when, turuiug; 



896 THK 8KVKN CHAMPIONS 

hMd, be gare them inch a brisk charge, ai gare them 
a fatal rout Almantor himself fought most yaliaatly» 
doing what in him lay to have obtained the victorj ; 
but all his valour would not bear him out against sir 
David, who coming up to him, with hardy blows, after 
a smart fight, took him prisoner. Few were saved alive 
besides ; for the soldiers were so enraged against them, 
that all compassion was for the present banished their 
breastsi 

The victory being thus obtained, they led Almantor 
towards the fountain, where first they refreshed them- 
selves with some of those healing fruits, and afterwards 
tat in judgment upon him ; where was laid to his charge 
all the tyrannies, murders, and rapines which he bad 
committed; all which he could not excuse, nor very 
well deny ; and, therefore, he was a^ju^ged for his crimes 
to be shot to death with arrows. 

Boon after the se&toncc was executed, the soldiers 
which sir David had sent for arrived in the island ; 
whereupon sir David sailed towards the island where 
Almantor lived, taking along with him the ancient gen- 
tleman for his guide, and sailing thither in the same 
ships wherein Almantor came ; which they of the island 
espying, seeing their own ships afar off, began to rejoice ; 
but when they perceived strangers in them, they began 
to arm themselves with all the speed they could, and 
put themselves in a posture to resist their landing. But 
sir David, nothing daunted at their appearance, landed 
in despite of all the resistance, and soon made lanes of 
their slaughtered enemies. But now the fury of their 
rage being over, sir David, scorning to insult over a 
vanquished party, caused a retreat to be sounded, and 
sent messengers after them, that he would parley yrith 
them ; to which they willingly condescended, and to 
that purpose sent three or four of the cliiefest of them, 
to wliom sir David spake as followeth : 

" The cause of my sending to you is, to offer you 
peace and liberty : liberty from the thraldom of an in- 
sulting tyrant, to whose insatiable avarice you were 
made thrall ; who hath now paid his just deserts by the 
stroke of justice, being shot to death fur his cruel ty- 
ranny : instead of whom we shall present you for your 
governor oue vreU &noY(n," (^tM\d here he presented to 
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them the ancient gentleman^) " whom if yon refuse to 
accept, then expect no other but what the sword and a 
eonquering arm will enforce you to do." 

The messengers having heard these words, with a loud 
Toice cried out, " Long live our lord Pandion," (for no 
was the ancient gentleman called;) and thereupon the/ 
desired leave to acquaint the rest with their determina« 
tiou ; which when they had done, there was a general 
acclamation and shout of the people. And thereupon 
coming all to sir David, they submitted themselves, 
promising faithful obedience to the aged Pandion. And 
having settled him in the tyrant AImautor*s place, lie 
returned to the island of the precious fountain ; where 
leaving a sufficient guard with sir Wonder, he returned 
back to his own country, where he was very welcome 
to queen Rosetta, and joyfully entertained by the rest 
of his subjects. 



CHAPTER XX. 

Long had not sir David been in his kingdom of Ancona, 
but there arrived a herald, who proclaimed solemn justs, 
to be held by the emperor of Constantinople, in honour 
of his son's nuptials, who was contracted to the king of 
Trebizond's daughter, the beauteous Lucinda. These 
justs were proclaimed in all the kingdoms of the earth ; 
so that at the time appointed there arrived at his court 
the most approved knights that were then living : amongst 
others were St. George's three renowned sons, sir Guy, 
sir Alexander, and sir David; the valiant sir Turpin 
from France, sir Pedro from Spain, sir Orlando from 
Italy, sir Ewin from Scotland, sir Phelim from Ireland, 
and sir Owen from Wales. Being come to the emperor's 
palace, they were by him most kindly entertained ; and 
because the justs lasted only nine days, he appointed 
each of them to be champion his particular day. 

But before the justs began, the prince Rosinda, son 
to the emperor, was with great magnificence married to 
the beautous Lucinda. Great were the triumphs per- 
formed that day by pageants, fireworks, and other 
costly devices ; all which we shall pass over, and speak 
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•r «k» viriac* ads fiitet i by Mr aiM winM i md 



Ott At §a/t ^ cf Ae j«sli calcici sir Gvy. king of 

BfetSy. 1 1 Li •« s Bnbwy slecd. His srmMr, like 

tWc«is«ror UsVMse, vBssdwkbrowB; md for hk 
drvkv mm 1« skieU was am aaelMr. wMi fkcsa words. 
**ABekora spr.** Against kim calevrd « Pkrygiaa 
kaxfkl aaaed Dorosos, apoa a sond korsoof aa Bpiraa 
krrcd. aad ftaakiQ^ aostrils. ffis aiiasu waa grren; 
aad Ae drrke •• kis skMd a laard tne, witk tk«oe 
voids, **Em Bsoiiikiiifc.** At tlio tnmpct'a somd 
Ikej riommtud cwk otker vilk so sreat skill aad 
violnce. tihat, brcakta* tkeir staves, tke sfHnlen flew 
iatoAeair. B«t at tketkirdeo«sesirG«xraaafaaist 
kftv witk swk na^U tkat botk korse aad sriaa ieU to 
tkegiwmd. Witk fikeTakmr did keovereoaae twcnty- 
ftve knigkts. and was witk great tziusipk eondoetcd 
kosae aato Ms lodgiag. 

Tke aext daj sir Aksander entered tke lists, as chief 
ckaUenger against all comers. His armoor was red ; 
and for kis derice in kis ddeld was an tn. kleeding, witk 
tkese words, ** Sock to opposers.** Tke first tkat ran 
against kim was a Macedonian lord, named Lentolos, 
of gigantic statvre. and approred mankood ; bnt by the 
Taloar of sir Alexander he was OTerthrown ; as also 
nineteen other knights of prowess and fortitude. 

The third daj sir Darid appeared in the lists chief 
champion against all opposers. Bis horse was of chest« 
not cokwr; his armour azure; and on his shield was 
painted a serene sky, with these words. " Without 
clouds." This raliant knight behared himself so well 
that day, that he brought to the ground thirty-four 
knights, to his great commendation and honour. 

On the fourth day appeared for chief champion against 
an comers the renowned sir Tnrpin of France, mounted 
on an Arabian courser. His armour was of a tawny 
solour; and on his shield was punted an orange tree, 
with these words, ••FruitfhDy comforting." This ra- 
liant knight behared himself so gallantly that day, that 
the emperor threw unto him a gold chain, at the end 
whereof hung a rich medal beset with pearls and dia- 
monds. 

On the fiHh day the heroic knight sir Pedro of Spain 
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entered tbe litti, mounted on a Spanish gennet. His 
armour was of a flame colour ; his device in his shield 
was a salamander living in the fire, with these words, 
** Not so consumed." This renowned knight by his 
martial prowess overthrew no less than thirty-four 
ehampions that encountered with him, insomuch that 
the princess Lucinda gave him her glove to wear, and 
called him her knight. 

Upon the sixth day, as sir Orlando of Italy entered 
the lists, there met him a squire, who spake to him in 
these words : *' Sir knight, my master by me advises 
you to make the best defence you can, that by your 
stout resistance he may obtain the greater honour in 
your overthrow." To whom sir Alexander replied : 
" Oo tell thy master 1 am prepared for him ; and that 
it is not good to sell the lion's skin until >*? be dead." 
Accordingly hereunto encountering each other, they 
fought with so much skill and valour, that Mars might 
have been a spectator of their worthy achievements ; 
being men of such prowess as not to know fear them- 
selves, and yet to teach it to others that had to deal 
with them. Long time did victory equally play upon 
their dancing banners ; but at last conquest displayed 
.^er silver wings on sir Orlando's head, and his antago- 
•iiist's brag vanished in smoke, his body with his honour 
being laid in the dust. With the like success did he 
overcome eighteen knights that day, whereby he won 
the reputation of a most valiant knight. 

On the seventh day the renowned king sir Ewin of 
Scotland was chief champion, who entered the lists with 
a Scottish galloway. His armour was black ; as also 
his shield, with these letters in white, *' Hoping for 
day." His success was such that he foiled no less than 
sixty knights, gaining to himself immortal fame by such 
their overthrow. 

The eighth day was managed by sir Phelim of Ireland, 
as brave a knight as ever trod the field of Mars. He 
was mounted on an Irish hobby, decked with a plume 
of peacock's feathers ; his armour so contrived, as if it 
had been made up of several pieces, yet all joined 
together in a loving confusedness. On his shield 
was pourtroyed a robin-redbreast, with these words. 
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** Innocently bannleflt.*' He eneoantered th&t daj wiUi 
twenty-five knlghu, all of whom he OTercame. 

On the ninth and laiit day there entered the lists that 
heroic, undaunted knight, sir Owen of the Mountains, 
mounted on a sUteljr English palfrey; His armour was 
milk-white; his attiring elfe all cut in stars, which 
made the cloth of silver spangles eaeh way seem to east 
many aspects. In his shield was a sheep feeding in a 
pleasant field, with these words, ** Without fear or envy.** 
This valiant knight sir Ower behaved hin.jelf so gal- 
lantly, and dismounted so many kniglts that day, that 
the prince Rosinda entitled him, ** The mirror of chi- 
Talry, and pattern of true magnanimity." 

After the Justs were finished, the emperor entertained 
these nine worthy knights in a most sumptuous manner, 
spending several days in their company ; and, in reward 
of their martial performances, gave unto them nine most 
rich and precious stones, eaeh of them valued at a king's 
ransom, besides other rich presents from the prince and 
princess ; and so, taking their solemn leave of the em- 
peror and other high estates, with great honour and ap« 
- plause, they returned each to his own country. 
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